BRITAIN AND CHINA,
1840-1970

Empire, finance and war

Edited by Robert Bickers and Jonathan J. Howlett

39a311N0Y

o s



Britain and China, 1840-1970

This book presents a range of new research on British—Chinese relations
in the period from Britain’s first imperial intervention in China up to the
1960s. Topics covered include economic issues such as finance, investment
and Chinese labour in British territories, questions of perceptions on both
sides, such as British worries about, and exaggeration of, the ‘China threat’,
including to India, and British aggression towards, and eventual withdrawal
from, China.

Robert Bickers is Professor of History at the University of Bristol, UK.

Jonathan J. Howlett is a Lecturer in Modern Asian History at the University
of York, UK.



1 The Police in Occupation Japan

Control, corruption and
resistance to reform
Christopher Aldous

Chinese Workers
A new history
Jackie Sheehan

The Aftermath of Partition in
South Asia

Tuai Yong Tan and Gyanesh
Kudaisya

The Australia—Japan Political
Alignment

1952 to the present

Alan Rix

Japan and Singapore in the
World Economy

Japan’s economic advance into
Singapore, 1870-1965

Shimizu Hiroshi and Hirakawa
Hitoshi

The Triads as Business
Yiu Kong Chu

Contemporary Taiwanese
Cultural Nationalism
A-chin Hsiau

8

10

11

12

13

Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia

Religion and Nationalism
in India

The case of the Punjab
Harnik Deol

Japanese Industrialisation
Historical and cultural
perspectives

lan Inkster

War and Nationalism
in China

1925-1945

Hans J. van de Ven

Hong Kong in Transition
One country, two systems
Edited by Robert Ash,

Peter Ferdinand, Brian Hook
and Robin Porter

Japan’s Postwar
Economic Recovery and
Anglo-Japanese Relations,
1948-1962

Noriko Yokoi

Japanese Army Stragglers and
Memories of the War in Japan,
1950-1975

Beatrice Trefalt



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Ending the Vietnam War

The Vietnamese communists’
perspective

Ang Cheng Guan

The Development of the
Japanese Nursing Profession
Adopting and adapting
Western influences

Aya Takahashi

Women’s Suffrage in Asia
Gender nationalism and
democracy

Louise Edwards and Mina Roces

The Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
1902-1922
Phillips Payson O’ Brien

The United States and
Cambodia, 1870-1969
From curiosity to
confrontation

Kenton Clymer

Capitalist Restructuring
and the Pacific Rim
Ravi Arvind Palat

The United States and
Cambodia, 19692000
A troubled relationship
Kenton Clymer

British Business in Post-Colonial
Malaysia, 1957-70
‘Neo-colonialism’ or
‘disengagement’?

Nicholas J. White

The Rise and Decline of Thai
Absolutism
Kullada Kesboonchoo Mead

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Russian Views of Japan,
1792-1913

An anthology of travel
writing

David N. Wells

The Internment of Western
Civilians under the Japanese,
1941-1945

A patchwork of internment
Bernice Archer

The British Empire and Tibet
1900-1922
Wendy Palace

Nationalism in Southeast
Asia

If the people are with us
Nicholas Tarling

Women, Work and the Japanese
Economic Miracle

The case of the cotton textile
industry, 1945-1975

Helen Macnaughtan

A Colonial Economy in Crisis
Burma’s rice cultivators and the
world depression of the 1930s
lan Brown

A Vietnamese Royal Exile

in Japan

Prince Cuong De (1882-1951)
Tran My-Van

Corruption and Good
Governance in Asia
Nicholas Tarling

US—China Cold War
Collaboration, 1971-1989
S. Mahmud Ali



32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

Rural Economic Development
in Japan

From the nineteenth century to
the Pacific War

Penelope Francks

Colonial Armies in Southeast Asia
Edited by Karl Hack and
Tobias Rettig

Intra Asian Trade and the
World Market

A. J. H. Latham and Heita
Kawakatsu

Japanese—German Relations,
1895-1945

War, diplomacy and public
opinion

Edited by Christian W. Spang
and Rolf-Harald Wippich

Britain’s Imperial Cornerstone
in China

The Chinese maritime customs
service, 1854-1949

Donna Brunero

Colonial Cambodia’s ‘Bad
Frenchmen’

The rise of French rule and
the life of Thomas Caraman,
18401887

Gregor Muller

Japanese—American Civilian
Prisoner Exchanges and
Detention Camps, 194145
Bruce Elleman

Regionalism in Southeast Asia
Nicholas Tarling

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

Changing Visions of East Asia,
1943-93

Transformations and
continuities

R. B. Smith, edited by Chad

J. Mitcham

Christian Heretics in Late
Imperial China

Christian inculturation and
state control, 1720-1850
Lars P Laamann

Beijing — A Concise History
Stephen G. Haw

The Impact of the
Russo-Japanese War
Edited by Rotem Kowner

Business—Government Relations
in Prewar Japan
Peter von Staden

India’s Princely States
People, princes and
colonialism

Edited by Waltraud Ernst and
Biswamoy Pati

Rethinking Gandhi and
Nonviolent Relationality
Global perspectives

Edited by Debjani Ganguly and
John Docker

The Quest for Gentility

in China

Negotiations beyond gender
and class

Edited by Daria Berg and
Chloé Starr



48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

Forgotten Captives in Japanese
Occupied Asia

Edited by Kevin Blackburn and
Karl Hack

Japanese Diplomacy in the 1950s
From isolation to integration
Edited by Iokibe Makoto,
Caroline Rose, Tomaru Junko
and John Weste

The Limits of British Colonial
Control in South Asia

Spaces of disorder in the Indian
Ocean region

Edited by Ashwini Tambe and
Harald Fischer-Tiné

On The Borders of State Power
Frontiers in the greater Mekong
sub-region

Edited by Martin Gainsborough

Pre-Communist Indochina
R. B. Smith, edited by Beryl
Williams

Communist Indochina
R. B. Smith, edited by Beryl
Williams

Port Cities in Asia and

Europe

Edited by Arndt Graf and Chua
Beng Huat

Moscow and the Emergence of
Communist Power in China,
1925-30

The Nanchang Rising and the
birth of the Red Army

Bruce A. Elleman

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

Colonialism, Violence and
Muslims in Southeast Asia

The Maria Hertogh controversy
and its aftermath

Syed Muhd Khairudin Aljunied

Japanese and Hong Kong Film
Industries

Understanding the origins of
East Asian film networks
Kinnia Shuk-ting

Provincial Life and the Military
in Imperial Japan

The phantom samurai

Stewart Lone

Southeast Asia and the
Vietnam War
Ang Cheng Guan

Southeast Asia and the
Great Powers
Nicholas Tarling

The Cold War and National
Assertion in Southeast Asia
Britain, the United States and
Burma, 1948-1962

Matthew Foley

The International History of
East Asia, 1900-1968

Trade, ideology and the quest
for order

Edited by Antony Best

Journalism and Politics in
Indonesia

A critical biography of Mochtar
Lubis (1922-2004) as editor

and author

David T. Hill



64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

Atrocity and American Military
Justice in Southeast Asia

Trial by army

Louise Barnett

The Japanese Occupation of
Borneo, 1941-1945
Ooi Keat Gin

National Pasts in Europe and
East Asia
P. W. Preston

Modern China’s Ethnic Frontiers

A journey to the West
Hsiao-ting Lin

New Perspectives on the
History and Historiography of
Southeast Asia

Continuing explorations
Michael Aung-Thwin and
Kenneth R. Hall

Food Culture in Colonial Asia
A taste of empire
Cecilia Leong-Salobir

China’s Political Economy in
Modern Times

Changes and economic
consequences, 1800-2000
Kent Deng

Science, Public Health and the
State in Modern Asia

Edited by Liping Bu,

Darwin Stapleton and

Ka-che Yip

Russo-Japanese Relations,
1905-1917

From enemies to allies
Peter Berton

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

Reforming Public Health in
Occupied Japan, 1945-52
Alien prescriptions?
Christopher Aldous and
Akihito Suzuki

Trans-Colonial Modernities in
South Asia

Edited by Michael S. Dodson
and Brian A. Hatcher

The Evolution of the Japanese
Developmental State
Institutions locked in by ideas
Hironori Sasada

Status and Security in
Southeast Asian States
Nicholas Tarling

Lee Kuan Yew’s Strategic
Thought
Ang Cheng Guan

Government, Imperialism and
Nationalism in China

The Maritime Customs
Service and its Chinese staff
Chihyun Chang

China and Japan in the
Russian Imagination,
1685-1922

To the ends of the Orient
Susanna Soojung Lim

Chinese Complaint Systems
Natural resistance
Qiang Fang

Martial Arts and the
Body Politic in Meiji Japan
Denis Gainty



82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

Gambling, the State and
Society in Thailand,
¢.1800-1945

James A. Warren

Post-War Borneo,
1945-1950
Nationalism, Empire
and state-building
Ooi Keat Gin

China and the
First Vietnam War,
1947-54

Laura M. Calkins

The Jesuit Missions to
China and Peru,
1570-1610

Ana Carolina Hosne

Macao — Cultural
Interaction and Literary
Representations

Edited by Katrine K. Wong
and C. X. George Wei

Macao — The Formation
of a Global City
Edited by C. X. George Wei

Women in Modern Burma
Tharaphi Than

Museums in China
Materialized power and
objectified identities
Tracey L-D Lu

Transcultural Encounters
between Germany and India
Kindred spirits in the 19th and
20th centuries

Edited by Joanne Miyang Cho,
Eric Kurlander and Douglas

T. McGetchin

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

The Philosophy of Japanese
Wartime Resistance

A reading, with commentary, of
the complete texts of the Kyoto
School discussions of “The
Standpoint of World History
and Japan”

David Williams

A History of Alcohol and Drugs
in Modern South Asia
Intoxicating affairs

Edited by Harald Fischer-Tiné
and Jana Tschurenev

Military Force and Elite
Power in the Formation of
Modern China

Edward A. McCord

Japan’s Household Registration
System and Citizenship

Koseki, identification and
documentation

Edited by David Chapman and
Karl Jakob Krogness

It6 Hirobumi — Japan’s First
Prime Minister and Father of the
Meiji Constitution

Kazuhiro Takii

The Non-Aligned Movement and
the Cold War

Delhi — Bandung — Belgrade
Edited by Natasa Miskovic,
Harald Fischer-Tiné, and Nada
Boskovska

The Transformation of the
International Order of Asia
Decolonization, the Cold War,
and the Colombo Plan

Edited by Shigeru Akita,
Shoichi Watanabe and Gerold
Krozewski



98

99

100

101

102

Xinjiang and the Expansion of
Chinese Communist Power
Kashghar in the early
twentieth century

Michael Dillon

Colonial Counterinsurgency
and Mass Violence

The Dutch Empire in
Indonesia

Edited by Bart Luttikhuis and
A. Dirk Moses

Public Health and

National Reconstruction in
Post-War Asia

International influences, local
transformations

Edited by Liping Bu and
Ka-che Yip

The Pacific War

Aftermaths, remembrance and
culture

Edited by Christina Twomey
and Ernest Koh

Malaysia’s Defeat of Armed
Communism

The Second Emergency,
1968-1989

Ong Weichong

103

104

105

106

107

108

Cultural Encounters and
Homoeroticism in Sri Lanka
Sex and serendipity

Robert Aldrich

Mobilizing Shanghai Youth
CCP internationalism, GMD
nationalism and Japanese
collaboration

Kristin Mulready-Stone

Voices from the Shifting
Russo-Japanese Border
Karafuto/Sakhalin

Edited by Svetlana Paichadze
and Philip A. Seaton

International Competition in
China, 1899-1991

The rise, fall, and eventual
success of the open

door policy

Bruce A. Elleman

The Post-war Roots of
Japanese Political Malaise
Dagfinn Gatu

Britain and China, 1840-1970
Empire, finance and war
Edited by Robert Bickers and
Jonathan J. Howlett



Britain and China, 1840-1970

Empire, finance and war

Edited by Robert Bickers and
Jonathan J. Howlett

£ ¥ Routledge
% Taylor &Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2016
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2016 Robert Bickers and Jonathan J. Howlett

The right of Robert Bickers and Jonathan J. Howlett to be identified as the
authors of the editorial material, and of the authors for their individual
chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any
information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the
publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered
trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation without intent
to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Britain and China, 1840-1970: empire, finance and war / edited by
Robert Bickers and Jonathan J. Howlett.
pages cm. — (Routledge studies in the modern history of Asia; 108)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1. Great Britain—Foreign relations—China. 2. China-Foreign relations—Great
Britain.
1. Bickers, Robert A., editor, author. II. Howlett, Jonathan J., editor, author.
DA47.9.C6B75 2015
327.4105109'034-dc23
2015001896

ISBN: 978-0-415-65876-8 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-68773-5 (ebk)

Typeset in Times New Roman
by Out of House Publishing



Contents

Notes on contributors Xiil
Acknowledgements XV
Introduction: Britain and China 1

ROBERT BICKERS AND JONATHAN J. HOWLETT

1 ‘The usual intercourse of nations’: the British in
pre-Opium War Canton 22

JOHN M. CARROLL

2 British intervention in the Taiping Rebellion 41
STEPHEN R. PLATT

3 Britain and China, and India, 1830s—-1947 58

ROBERT BICKERS

4  The interest of our colonies seems to have been
largely overlooked: colonial Australia and
Anglo-Chinese relations 84
BENJAMIN MOUNTFORD

5 ‘Coolies’ or Huagong? Conflicting British and Chinese
attitudes towards Chinese contract workers in World War
One France 103
PAUL J. BAILEY



xil

10

11

Contents

Sino-British relations in railway construction: state,
imperialism and local elites, 1905-1911
KOJI HIRATA

Foreign investment in modern China: an analysis with a
focus on British interests
CHEN QIANPING

Curative finance: Francis Aglen, bond markets, and the
early Republic, 1911-1928
HANS VAN DE VEN

Expansion and defence in the International Settlement at
Shanghai

ISABELLA JACKSON

Nationalistic enthusiasm versus imperialist
sophistication: Britain from Chiang Kai-shek’s perspective
SHERMAN X. LAI

‘Decolonisation’ in China, 1949-1959

JONATHAN J. HOWLETT

Index

130

148

166

187

205

222

242



Contributors

Paul J. Bailey is Professor of Modern Chinese History at the University of
Durham and Deputy Director of its Chinese Studies programme. His pre-
vious publications include Women and Gender in Twentieth Century China
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), Gender and Education in China (Routledge,
2007) and China in the Twentieth Century (Blackwell, 2001, 2nd edn).
His forthcoming book, Chinese Overseas Labour in World War One
France: Migrant Workers, Globalisation and the Sino-French Connection,
will be published by Routledge.

Robert Bickers is Professor of History at the University of Bristol, and is the
author of Britain in China: Community, Culture and Colonialism, 19001949
(1999), Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai (2003), The
Scramble for China: Foreign Devils in the Qing Empire, 1832—-1914 (2011)
and Getting Stuck in for Shanghai, or, Putting the Kibosh on the Kaiser from
the Bund (2014). Since 2006 he has been a Co-Director and Director of
the Arts & Humanities Research Council-funded British Inter-university
China Centre www.bicc.ac.uk.

John M. Carroll is Professor of History and Associate Dean of the Faculty
of Arts at the University of Hong Kong. He is the author of Edge of
Empires: Chinese Elites and British Colonials in Hong Kong (2005) and 4
Concise History of Hong Kong (2007). His research interests include the
history of Hong Kong and encounters between China and the West.

Chen Qianping is currently the Head of the School of History at Nanjing
University. He has published extensively on the social, political, economic
and military history of China in the Republican period. His list of publica-
tions includes several works on Chiang Kai-shek, the Second Sino-Japanese
War and on Sino-foreign diplomatic and commercial interaction.

Koji Hirata secured an MPhil at the University of Bristol and is now in the
PhD programme at the Department of History, Stanford University. He
is mainly interested in political economy and foreign relations of China in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.


www.bicc.ac.uk

xiv  Contributors

Jonathan J. Howlett is a Lecturer in Modern Asian History at the University
of York. His research focuses on the elimination of the Western presence
from China after 1949 and the manifold ways in which this change was
experienced by ordinary people. A monograph on this subject is forth-
coming and he recently published preliminary findings in Modern Asian
Studies. Other works that are soon to be published include a chapter on
the Kailan (Kailuan) Mining Administration after 1949 and a shorter
chapter challenging previous interpretations of Liu Shaoqi’s influential
speech How to Be a Good Communist. He is the coordinator for the British
Inter-University China Centre-funded ‘China in the Early 1950s’ network.

Isabella Jackson is the Helen Bruce Lecturer in Modern East Asian History
at the University of Aberdeen. She researches the history of colonial-
ism in China and the global and regional networks that shaped its treaty
ports, and has published on the Sikh police of Shanghai’s International
Settlement. Her PhD was awarded at the University of Bristol and she was
a departmental lecturer at the Institute for Chinese Studies, University of
Oxford, before taking up her current position. She is preparing a mono-
graph, provisionally entitled Shaping Shanghai: Colonialism in China’s
Global City, 1900—1943.

Sherman X. Lai is a Sessional Instructor at University of Manitoba and
Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science, Royal
Military College of Canada (RMC). His research is focused on the evolu-
tion of the fiscal institution and policy of the Chinese Communist Party.
His principal publication is A Springboard to Victory: Shandong Province
and the Chinese Communist Military and Financial Strength, 1937-1945
(Brill, 2011).

Benjamin Mountford is the M. G. Brock Junior Research Fellow in Modern
British History at Corpus Christi College Oxford and a Research Associate
of the Oxford Centre for Global History. His first book, on the coming
together of the British and Chinese Empires in colonial Australia, will be
published in 2015.

Stephen R. Platt is a Professor of History at the University of Massachusetts
Ambherst. He received his PhD in Chinese History from Yale University,
where his dissertation was awarded the Theron Rockwell Field Prize.
He is the author of Provincial Patriots: the Hunanese and Modern China
(Harvard, 2007), as well as Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom: China, the
West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil War (Knopf, 2012), from
which the material in his chapter is adapted.

Hans van de Ven, educated at Leiden and Harvard Universities, is Professor of
Modern Chinese History at Cambridge University. His most recent book
is Breaking with the Past: the Maritime Customs Service and the Global
Origins of Modernity in China. He has also written extensively on the mili-
tary history of modern China.



Acknowledgements

The 24-26 August 2011 conference on ‘Britain and China: Past, Present
and Future’, from which this volume originated was held under the auspices
of the British Inter-university China Centre (BICC: www.bicc.ac.uk). This
collaboration between the universities of Bristol, Manchester and Oxford has
been funded through the Language Based Area Studies scheme, supported
by the Economic and Social Research Council (2006-11), and the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (2006-14). The editors would like to thank
Jamie Carstairs, Annabel Lander, Lubica Pollakova and especially Dan
Holloway for their support for the conference organisation, as well as more
generally for the BICC. The contributions of the late and very much lamented
Emma Holland were, of course, invaluable. Robert Bickers would also like to
thank his co-directors Frank Pieke, founding Director of the BICC 2005-11,
and Bill Callahan, for their support, and all participants in the conference for
their engagement over the three days of discussion.


www.bicc.ac.uk




Introduction
Britain and China

Robert Bickers and Jonathan J Howlett

The history of the relationship between the United Kingdom and China has
been intimate, brittle and, at times, bloody. But whereas it forms a strong
strand in the founding myth of the People’s Republic of China, and in its
education of its young, it is a story largely forgotten in Britain. This is not
necessarily unusual: many revolutionary nationalisms have prioritised
remembering, as part of a state-building strategy, uncovering suppressed
pasts, and commemorating the struggle against whatever form of ancien or
colonial regime they replaced. Meanwhile, many states that have retreated from
empire have found solace and energy in different forms of popular or official
forgetting. However, the asymmetry in knowledge of, and understandings of,
the history of the British relationship with China is striking. Most Britons,
if asked, would probably acknowledge that there was some sort of a historic
problem with opium, an ‘opium war’ of some sort, at some point, and that
this was connected to the British possession until 1997 of Hong Kong. But
otherwise China has little role in any British national imaginary, even of its
imperial past. Most Chinese, however, would know about the British role in
the forcible opening of Qing China to wider foreign trade, and the conflicts
between the two states that ensued, in 1839-42, 1857-60 and in 1900. Across
the actual landscape of Anglo-Chinese interaction are memorials and
museums that detail Britain’s contribution to China’s century of ‘National
Humiliation’, as it is now routinely articulated, at the hands of foreign
imperialism.! That landscape still retains also some remnants of the buildings
from which British power was deployed: consulates, municipal buildings,
and so on, or against which it was used, such as the Yuanming yuan, the
‘Old Summer palace’ destroyed by British forces in 1860.2 And in textbooks,
university courses, and film and literature, the British story is generally close
to the fore.

The consequences of such asymmetry are unclear, but agents of the Chinese
state consistently deploy the detail of this history in their interaction with for-
eign partners, and on 29 November 2012, shortly after it took office at the
18th Party Congress, China’s ‘fifth-generation’ leadership made a significant
and symbolic visit to the National Museum of China, where this history is
articulated across the permanent display galleries.® This would suggest that
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British participants in the relationship would benefit from a better and clearer
understanding of a history that is embedded at the heart of the performative
politics of the People’s Republic of China. On the whole, China’s contempor-
ary relationship with Japan is the bilateral link most strongly affected by the
legacies of history, but there is latent potential for the recrudescence of the
political use of Britain’s historic record. After all, Chinese interlocutors used
to talk about ‘nothing else’, as one former British diplomat with a China brief
once remarked to one of the authors. Britain’s relationship with China in the
early 2010s has its own contemporary sources of frictions, but there are his-
toric echoes to all of them, not least Hong Kong and Tibet.

China was also for some decades notable by its low profile in the academic
literature on British imperial and colonial history. While there was always an
active strand of work undertaken by diplomatic historians, which produced
various useful volumes, the wider relationship between the British state and
its agents, and the Qing state, its successors and its peoples, was relatively
under-studied.* This partly stemmed from the generally minor role China
seemed to play in British imperial history, but also resulted from practical
questions, such as access to archives in China itself, and research and lan-
guage skills. Historians of China outside the country shied away in the 1970s
and afterwards from exploring questions of Sino-foreign interaction, which
on some analyses, had too much dominated the field of modern Chinese his-
tory in earlier decades. Instead, they sought indigenous sources of change.’
For their part, historians of empire and colonialism, unable to access Chinese
language materials, and conscious of China’s seemingly comparative unim-
portance in any understanding British political, strategic or economic consid-
erations compared to other zones of imperial control, or influence, or political
relationships, were largely content to work from an existing corpus of work,
or make use of some notable new resources that became available in the 1970s,
such as the correspondence of Sir Robert Hart with the London office of the
Chinese Maritime Customs Service.® So China was largely ignored in the lit-
erature on British imperial history.

This situation had comprehensively changed by 2011, when a large num-
ber of scholars convened in Bristol for what was still the first conference in
some years dedicated solely to discussion of the history of British—Chinese
relations. The chapters collected in this volume form a representative sample
of the range of new work that has been undertaken over the last ten to fifteen
years, and is notable for being based in a variety of newly accessible sources,
and for placing the British encounter with China in new contexts: the wider
British world of empire and settlement, global migration history, the local
histories of settler expansion and ambition, and Chinese state-building and
its enemies. What emerges from the new scholarship is a connected history
of the British Empire and Chinese peoples, and of Chinese states and those
degrading their sovereignty. The broader context included a variety of work
influenced by new trends in the social and cultural history of colonialism
and imperialism, and a turn in the study of foreign relations more generally
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towards exploring non-state actors and their influence. Moreover, the study
of the history of China’s foreign relations was reinvigorated, after some years
of neglect, not least by William C. Kirby’s contention that ‘nothing mattered
more’, in republican Chinese history.” These various trends have seen studies
of the influence and lives in China of foreign ideas, goods, residents, organisa-
tions and practices re-enter the scholarly mainstream from which they were
all but driven, by narrow, or at least overly cautious, understandings of what
made a ‘China centred history’.

Significant improvements in access to archives have also shaped the con-
tours of this new work. As recently as 1994 most of the archival sources that
have driven much recent work were closed, or not widely known to have sur-
vived into the present. Large collections of materials relating to aspects of
China’s foreign relations (broadly conceived) were opened from that point
onwards at Shanghai’s Municipal Archives, and increasingly at those in other
cities, at the First Historical Archives in Beijing, and at the Second Historical
Archives of China in Nanjing. In the 2000s the Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs started to open post-1949 materials. Some significant British state or
private company records were belatedly repatriated from China, although
other private archives remain there, or were transferred to the UK from Hong
Kong (Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation; HSBC), or into pub-
lic archives for the first time (China Inland Mission).® Other materials held in
the UK were for the first time properly catalogued (Jardine, Matheson & Co.
records). The archives of the Chinese Legation in London were transferred
to the Institute of Modern History Archives at Academia Sinica in the early
2010s. Archival access in China has certainly not been immune from changing
political developments, and at the time of writing some material is now no
longer open, but a far wider body of source materials than ever before is now
available internationally, and digitisation of treaty port newspapers such as
the North China Herald and the Hong Kong press, as well as the mass digitisa-
tion of books and journals, have greatly added to the resources now available,
or more easily available, to scholars. Much remains closed, and much remains
hidden within what is open. We can now explore a far wider range of topics,
and at a greater depth than ever before, although as significant areas remain
closed, scholars need to guard against the ways in which this might actually
shape the history that is written. A history shorn of the politics and actions of
the central state, which might emerge, is a politically dangerous history, and
hardly an academically acceptable one.

This is not to say that we did not already have a large body of relevant
work, but it is clear that it was partial, and shied away from political history in
particular. Wang Gungwu’s Anglo-Chinese Encounters since 1800 (2003) pro-
vides a good survey of the types of work that had been undertaken.’ But this
barely touches on work published in the 1990s, and since then strong bodies
of new research have revisited many of the key moments of Anglo-Chinese
antagonism, economic relations, the history of Hong Kong, of the British
role in the Chinese treaty ports, and in the Maritime Customs Service, and of
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the permeation of British and wider Anglophone culture with Chinese influ-
ences.'” The broader context has also included scholarship exploring more
broadly the shape and legacies of colonialism in China, as well as a variety of
case studies.!! As a result we now know much more about Chinese immigra-
tion into the British world, and opposition to it, about formal diplomatic rela-
tions, and less formal political interactions, and about China’s at times central
role in British strategic thinking in the late Victorian and early Edwardian
era.'””> On maps of the British Empire, it is Africa and South Asia that stand
out visually, aside from the settler Dominions, as red-inked areas of control.
This is also the case in popular imaginings of empire. The interconnections
between China and imperial Britain were just as strong, however, and much
of the work that has been done since the 1990s has been successfully retriev-
ing this largely hidden history of Anglo-Chinese encounters.

It might be useful to think about the nature and depth of this connect-
edness in terms of a specific example, and the city of Bristol itself provides
one that is telling, not because it is exceptional, which it is not, but because
it is representatively ordinary. The history of British relations with China is
revealed through a set of examples, which show that a close reading of a
city’s built environment, its business history, the lives of its residents, and its
cultural and religious history, can all show a Chinese strand. China, broadly
conceived, was embedded in the British experience.

Tracing China in Bristol

The British enterprise in China was in origin, and in the main, rooted in the
tea trade, and this extended directly to Bristol. In the early years after the
opening of the Chinese treaty ports through the 1842 Treaty of Nanjing,
some tea clippers sailed directly from China to Bristol, building on an earlier
occasional trade, and an abortive attempt to establish a ‘Bristol Tea Company’,
‘Trading to and from China’, as its prospectus had it, in 1835."% Scottish tea
trader William Melrose, then based in Canton, estimated in 1849 that Bristol
could drink a single ship’s cargo of tea per annum, and the ‘princely hong’,
Jardine, Matheson and Co., seemed to him to have cornered that trade.'
Others competed for it: the Shanghai firm of Gilman, Bowman and Co., for
example, despatched the Menzies, which left the city in early November 1852,
with 512,000 Ibs of tea and arrived in Bristol by 9 April 1853. Not all ships
made it: the John Bowline set off from Fuzhou for Bristol in January 1855 with
440,000 1bs, but foundered on the Pratas shoals. The New Margaret sailed
safely in December the same year, though, with 490,000 Ibs for Bristol and the
south-west’s tea drinkers (as well as cases of lacquerware, porcelain, ‘pictures’,
and other ‘Chinese curiosities’).!> These direct connections do not seem to
have outlasted the mid-1860s. Bristol’s trade was mainly focused elsewhere,
but the direct links with China are telling of the ways in which British traders
tested markets. The wider story, the fact that Bristolians, and the British more
widely, daily consumed tea grown and prepared in China, suggests also the



Introduction: Britain and China 5

markedly physiological intimacy that underpinned Anglo-Chinese relations.
The market for Chinese green tea declined rapidly in the later nineteenth
century, and was largely supplanted by aggressively marketed Indian-grown
black teas, but a new export market in the twentieth century delivered new
Chinese products into British stomachs: dried and liquid eggs.'® Firms
exporting Chinese processed eggs provided a significant proportion of British
imports of egg products, often for use in cheaper bakery products. So cheap,
in fact, and so reliant on stabilising additives that were later banned, that
public health concerns were raised about them, as they were raised about
Chinese green tea (and these were publicised by its competitors).!” Still, many
Bristolians would have gone to work daily on a Chinese egg.

Conversely, increasing numbers of Chinese consumers in the twentieth cen-
tury purchased products rooted originally in a strong Bristol connection: cig-
arettes. As the Chinese minister to Britain, Luo Fenglu, declared in January
1900, when visiting Bristol, the Chinese, ‘the greatest smoking nation in the
world’, should ‘limit their smoking to the productions of a factory like that
of Messrs Wills’.!$ In time, China got something of what the diplomat wished
for. The largest Bristol-based enterprise involved in the Chinese economy was
Imperial Tobacco, a firm established in 1901 by a group of British companies
led by Bristol-headquartered W. D. & H. O. Wills (whose Bedminister factory
Luo inspected), as a defensive measure in the face of an aggressive move into
British domestic and overseas markets by the American Tobacco Company
(ATC). A truce saw the two combines establishing British American Tobacco
(BAT) in late 1902. Imperial Tobacco had already invested in a plant in
China, outmanoeuvring ATC to purchase a factory at Shanghai in the sum-
mer of 1902, and this was taken over by the new company, which then rapidly
expanded and grew its business in China. By the 1930s, BAT was China’s
single biggest taxpayer.'” Imperial Tobacco was from the start a minority
shareholder in BAT, in relation to ATC, but when the American combine was
broken up as a result of US anti-trust legislation, its influence grew and the
two companies developed a close working relationship.?

Competition between Imperial Tobacco and ATC left its mark on Bristol’s
built environment, in the shape of three large bonded tobacco warehouses,
constructed in a bid to seize some of the trade captured by the American
firm. The British relationship with China also left its own direct legacies, prin-
cipally Tyntesfield House (which is now owned by the National Trust) and
its extensive estate just southwest of the city. This was bought by William
Gibbs (1790-1875) in 1843, and substantially rebuilt in the 1860s. The Gibbs
family had generated its fortune from importing guano from Chile and Peru
as a fertiliser. From 1849 to 1862 the family owned firm held the monopoly
for exports from Peru, and continued to dominate the trade thereafter. The
guano was mostly ‘mined’ by indentured Chinese labourers, some 92,000 of
whom were shipped from China between 1847 and 1874, an estimated 10 per
cent dying en route.”! The harshness of the South American labour regimes
that ultimately underpinned the reshaping of part of Bristol’s surrounding
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landscape has long been noted, and it might be noted that the city’s economy
had historically been rooted in the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Trade in, and
built on, unfree labour continued to be a factor in the city’s economy.?> The
scandals that grew out of the massive emigration of free and unfree labour
from China were responsible for drawing the Qing state into the developing
world system of overseas diplomatic and consular representation.?® The rapid
expansion of migration itself was a direct result of the new treaty system engi-
neered by the British, and led to the firm consolidation of the existing pat-
tern of Chinese diaspora, and the creation of new sites of Chinese settlement
across the Americas, and into the southern hemisphere. So there is a Chinese
story behind Bristol’s most prominent stately home, as there is in patterns of
land ownership in parts of the Scottish highlands and islands.?*

On the last day of his visit to Bristol in 1900 Minister Luo began by inspect-
ing the Muller Orphanage in the north of the city, a large enterprise, founded
in 1836 by a German immigrant named George Miiller (1805-98), which by
1900 housed some 1,500 children. As Luo entered he found in the reception
room a portrait of Miiller himself, facing a Chinese inscription that read ‘Ask,
then certainly obtain’, reportedly ‘written by a missionary in the East’. He was
then presented with a Chinese-language translation of the Bible.” The text on
display was an articulation of the ‘Non-solicitation’ practice pioneered by
Miiller, which had a direct impact on the policy and practice of what became
the single largest Protestant missionary society working in China, the China
Inland Mission (CIM). Miiller himself was a strong supporter of James
Hudson Taylor, who established the CIM in 1866, when he brought to China
a first large party of evangelists. The CIM was a ‘faith mission’, and relied
on prayer to secure financial support, rather than the extensive and increas-
ingly sophisticated fund-raising programmes developed by other Protestant
societies. This principle was directly derived from Miiller’s practice with the
orphanages. In fact, in its earliest years, which were sometimes financially
lean, the CIM relied entirely on Miiller’s fund-raising to bring it resources.?
Bristol contacts and ideas had a profound and direct impact on the shaping
of the foreign Christian missionary enterprise in China.

Bristol’s public life was at least as infused with the publicity activities of
mission societies and their supporters as other British towns and cities, per-
haps more so. The ‘city was permeated with missionary zeal’ announced the
Mayor to the annual meeting of the London Missionary Society (LMS) sup-
port body, the Bristol Missionary Society in September 1899. In the twelve
months leading up to Minister Luo’s visit, the city had seen meetings of
the following: the Bristol Auxiliary of the Religious Tract Society, includ-
ing a talk from the Revd George Owen, twenty-two years a missionary in
Peking; the Bristol Auxiliary of the Baptist Missionary Society; Church
Missionary Society centenary meetings; an Annual Circuit Demonstration at
the Methodist Zion Chapel in Kingswood addressed by Alice Swallow, who
had worked with her husband in Ningbo since 1875; a talk with lantern slides
by the Revd Frank Norris, later the Anglican Bishop of North China, about
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the work of the North China Mission; and a farewell service for Miss Edith
Bartlett, twenty-seven-year-old daughter of a local factory owner, who left to
work for the LMS in north China. She would be back in the city earlier than
expected, giving talks about her escape from the Boxer uprising in December
1900, but would later return to China. This was entirely an unexceptional
year.”’ The city delivered funds, audiences for talks, and recruits. China could
be heard about and seen on screens, and Chinese objects were used in displays
and presentations. This strong missionary culture also shaped the city’s strong
engagement with, and significant contributions to, the British United Aid to
China campaign, launched in 1942 to raise funds for wartime relief and edu-
cational initiatives.

Like Edith Bartlett, tens of thousands of Britons lived in or visited China
between the 1830s and the early 1950s. Some 5,500 men served in the Chinese
Maritime Customs at some point in the period 1854-1950; over 2,000 alone
served as policemen in Shanghai between 1854 and 1943; the turnover in the
foreign population in Hong Kong was estimated to be almost complete every
five years as late as 1921, when the number of British residents stood at nearly
8,000. The figures captured in any one census across British communities in
China are an unreliable guide to the total number of Britons who had dir-
ect experience of visiting China.”® Those born or educated in Bristol con-
tributed to this process, and the city also served as a place to which treaty
port residents retired or sent their children to be educated. The 1911 census
records twenty-one Bristol residents as having been born in China: in Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Chefoo (Yantai), Ningbo, and Hankou. Two, only, were
Chinese; for unlike Liverpool, Cardiff or London, the focus of the port’s
shipping links precluded the growth of any larger Chinese population. ‘Fee
Lee’ and a younger man, possibly his son, ran a laundry in a northern suburb.
Aside from the Lees, the China-born who were living in Bristol in 1911 came
from families involved in the missionary enterprise, the London Missionary
Society, the North China and Shantung Mission, and the Baptist Missionary
Society, policing in Hong Kong, and the Chinese Maritime Customs. There
was the son of a former church organist and music teacher at Shanghai; the
daughter of a master mariner; and Kenneth Morison Bourne, the son of the
assistant judge at the British Supreme Court at Shanghai. After studying at
Clifton College in Bristol, Bourne would go on to join and later lead the
Shanghai Municipal Police.”

The city’s schools despatched many boys into the military and overseas
services. Alfred Hippisley, who joined the Maritime Customs in 1867, was
educated at Bristol Grammar School. At one point considered as a succes-
sor to Sir Robert Hart, his influence on the development of US Secretary
of State John Hay’s ‘Open door’ notes in late 1899 was crucial.’*® At least
fourteen boys educated at Clifton College between its establishment in 1862
and 1889 were known to have gone to China: seven in business, two for mis-
sionary work (including a later director of the CIM), three with the Army,
and two with the Royal Navy.’! At least one of these already had a strong
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China connection: Charles Holliday’s father had been trading in China since
1835, and the family would maintain a trading presence in Shanghai until
well into the twentieth century.’? A less privileged education would have been
experienced by John Sullivan, who joined the Shanghai Municipal Police
(SMP) in 1907 as a Constable. A docker’s son, he spent twenty years working
in Shanghai. The same would go for the fourteen serving Bristol policemen
recruited en masse by the Hong Kong Police in 1882, to the consternation of
the city’s Watch Committee.?? Bristol University would provide a later chief of
the M16 bureau in Shanghai, Harry Steptoe, and a graduate (and, later, a lec-
turer) Francis Clifford Jones, who secured a PhD from Harvard, spent some
time working in Shanghai, and later published a report for the Royal Institute
of International Affairs on Shanghai and Tientsin: with Special Reference to
Foreign Interests (1940). As he did so Shanghai’s British Consul General in
1940 was Anthony Hastings George, son of a Bristol brewing magnate.

Such data is impressionistic, and many British towns and regions could
generate similar lists, some of which were representative of specific local con-
nections or migration and employment cultures. Liverpool had strong ship-
ping connections, through Holt’s Blue Funnel Line, and saw the growth of a
community of immigrant Chinese seafarers. Ulster family and social connec-
tions opened up channels for families to secure nominations to the Chinese
Maritime Customs from Sir Robert Hart.’* Marine, engineering, and med-
ical cultures sent many Scots to China, as elsewhere. For its part, Bristol’s
vibrant non-conformist religious traditions would have served to deliver more
than its share of the British missionary presence.’® Church walls across the
British Isles hold memorials to officers killed in the China wars. Most Royal
Naval personnel spent some time on the China Station. (Where is the absent
father of John Walker, narrator of Arthur Ransome’s bestselling children’s
book Swallows and Amazons (1930)? Commander Walker is, of course, out
in China.) The point to be drawn is that the story of the British impact on
China, and its reverse, is also a story of individual careers and choices, and it
is a local British history, as well as a national history.

It is also a history of things. The Bristol Museum and Art Gallery holds
an internationally important collection of Chinese glass, acquired in 1950,
and developed by Henry Robert Burrows Abbey (1872-1949). Objects as well
as people circulated and, like people, did not always do so freely. There was
no shortage of opportunities for Britons in China, or using agents there, to
purchase Chinese decorative or fine art items. However, British collections of
Chinese fine art, ceramics, books and other items are routinely compromised
by items within their holdings that were originally looted, notably during the
1860 Anglo-French assault on north China and the sacking and destruction
of the Yuanming yuan, and during the 1900 Boxer War.’¢ Most made their
way into British collections indirectly as they emerged from private hands
and started to circulate through auction sales. It is unlikely that the Burrows
Abbey Collection is free of such taint, and the same would apply to the
museum’s Ferdinand Schiller Collection of Chinese jades, and ceramics.?” The
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politics of loot have become more prominent in the early twenty-first century,
in the wake of several assertive moves by Chinese state and non-state actors
to ‘recover’ significant items. While the actual origins of some of the Bristol
holdings might be obscured by the trajectories through public and private
sales, the label on the large temple bell that sits in the museum’s central atrium
broadcasts its origins as plunder quite overtly. It was brought on board the
Royal Navy’s HMS Encounter when the ship’s company was ‘landed for recre-
ation’ on 28 July 1862, near Cixi in Zhejiang province. Dated to 1738, the bell
was ‘brought from the ruins of a Buddhist Temple at Tse-kee in China which
had been burnt by the Taipings’, and was donated by Encounter’s Captain,
Roderick Dew, to his service patron Admiral Lord Fitzhardinge. As well as
reminding us of the circulation of loot, the bell might also remind us of the
history of armed intervention by British ‘men on the spot’ in China: Dew had,
without any authorisation or justification, launched an attack on Taiping-held
Ningbo, just ten miles from Cixi, in May 1862.3

This survey demonstrates no particularly important role for the city of
Bristol and its residents in the story of Anglo-Chinese interactions. The fact
that it was permeated with China connections of various kinds, however,
makes it an exemplar of the routine intertwining of British and Chinese expe-
riences, the legacies of which can be identified in any British city or town.
Recent scholarship has also done much to shape our understandings of how
far in other ways Chinese themes or objects permeated British life: the fash-
ion for bobbed hair in the early 1920s, the striking impact of Sax Rohmer’s
‘Fu Manchu’ fictions, or Thomas Burke’s Chinatown tales on popular cul-
ture, the imaginative grip of Maoism, and the rise of the Chinese restaurant
and take-away. The people of Bristol ate and drank Chinese products, wore
Chinese silks or Chinese-influenced fashions, and read, watched, and listened
to cultural products that communicated China in various ways and for vari-
ous purposes. They knew people who had been to China, or they turned out
for a lecture at the Zion Hall to hear one speak. They pitched their pennies
and shillings into collections for Chinese orphans, the London Missionary
Society, and for refugee relief during the war against Japan. They invested in
Chinese railway bonds (but not in the Bristol Tea Company). They looked at
Chinese objects in the occasional missionary exhibitions the societies held,
and in the City Museum. China had a role in their lives and consciousness,
and in their families and local economies. There is still much to learn about
the local history of Britain’s relations with China, but the process starts by
accepting that there is one. It is also important to note that it is not simply an
elite history, or one restricted to small sectoral interests.** Popular culture and
the experience of non-elite Britons were just as influenced and shaped by this
wide range of connections and interconnections with China as were the elites
whose voices and experiences are still more often heard.

The local histories of China’s foreign relations in China itself, and across
the diasporic worlds of the Chinese, are now better understood than they
were, and have received a great deal of attention recently from scholars in
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China, and overseas. There is also still much to learn there, but whereas before
the 1990s research on the foreign presence in China was presented through a
framework entirely shaped by ideological considerations, newer scholarship
has come increasingly to normalise foreign actors and interests within the
tremendous new body of local history generated since then. Moreover, there
has been a systematic drive to research foreign communities and interests dir-
ectly, partly shaped by a move to re-present China’s modern history to serve
contemporary policy: the landscape of imperialism has in many areas been
reconfigured to a very great extent as a ‘cosmopolitan’ one, presaging China’s
twenty-first century globalisation. Tianjin’s ‘Italian scenic district’ is one case
in point: the former concession has been restored as a tourist site, and with a
view to enhancing Sino-Italian trade relations. (In a surreal twist a replica of
a Bristol church was completed in 2006 in “Thames Town’, an ersatz, replica
English village constructed in Songjiang.)* This new focus within Chinese
scholarship on the history of foreign communities there certainly also serves
the interests of the tourist and heritage industries, but in many cases is, none-
theless, undertaken by local and urban historians seeking to understand the
growth, development, and experiences of their localities.#! This work sits
alongside the patriotic education campaign, and such manifestations of that
as the ‘Road to Rejuvenation’ exhibition at the National Museum of China.
Ultimately the new scholarship is also framed in the same way, but this is far
less done far explicitly than it was in even the recent past.

Empire, finance and war

The chapters in this volume offer a range of new insights into some core
areas in which we are gaining these new archival-driven understandings
of the British relationship with China: the roots of the treaty system, and
its dismantling over a century later, British interventions in civil war, in
Chinese national state finances and in the country’s economic development.
Two chapters address and contextualise the British role in the migration of
Chinese to work or live overseas. Most of the chapters aim to decentralise
and destabilise any easy notion of a simple bilateral relationship. The ‘British
Empire’ was a coalition of interests, and a network of centres of power, which
included Whitehall, Dominions’ governments, the British Indian state, Crown
colony governments, as well as the semi-autonomous statelets at Shanghai
and elsewhere, run by Britons and their allies, who conformed with varying
degrees of obedience over time to the directives of British state agents.
Whitehall itself hardly spoke always with one voice, and while the British
diplomatic mission in Peking (and later in Nanjing) formally exercised and
represented the British state in China, other departments of state or agencies
had their own representatives on the ground.

The first two chapters in this volume reappraise Sino-British interactions
in moments of conflict in the nineteenth century. John M. Carroll’s chapter
on pre-Opium War Canton moves past simplistic characterisations of British



