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Introduction

In 1979, I was rash enough to put together on my own a Dictionary of Chinese History (London: Frank Cass, 1979) which I described as a guide to “personalities, events, ideas and institutions in China from earliest times right up to the present day.” In the Preface to that book, I explained that:


It is not encyclopaedic, as that would be impossible in a work of this size and probably beyond the competence of any single author. Rather it is an attempt to provide a quick and easy reference to the names and terms which occur most frequently in English-language works on China and which can usefully be explained in a few hundred words.


This new reference book is not a reworking of that earlier volume, although inevitably it covers many of the same events, personalities and ideas which appear time and again in accounts of Chinese history and the essential factual information in some entries is of necessity broadly similar. It is still not encyclopaedic, but its scope is much wider. The entries have been written by seven main contributors whose sinological interests range in time from antiquity to the People's Republic and in subject matter from art, archaeology, philosophy, political thought and literature to sociology, politics and ethnicity in addition to conventional narrative history and who regularly work from Chinese language sources.

Entries have been selected on the basis of their potential interest to the general and specialist reader. It was not found possible to arrive at an objective list of the most important entries. The individual contributors, working on the basis of an initial list of headwords, have selected the entries they felt were most important in their own fields. In spite of the range of expertise and interests of the contributors, this work, like its predecessor, does not claim to be comprehensive. Even in a reference volume of this size, there may be entries that some readers will be surprised to see included and omissions that may appear equally eccentric. Biographical entries present a particular dilemma. Anyone familiar with the standard English-language biographical dictionaries now available for the Song, Ming and Qing dynasties and the Republican and Communist periods of 20th century China, to say nothing of the biographical material in dynastic and local histories in Chinese, will be aware of the vast amount of material available. Rather than attempt to summarise the contents of these biographies, the authors of the present work have tried to concentrate on the most familiar, the most commonly occurring and historically most significant names.

Where appropriate, suggestions for further reading have been attached to entries. The entries are not a summary of these works and do not necessarily represent the views of the authors cited, as the intention has been, as far as possible, to give a generally acceptable account of historical events, while indicating significant controversies. Reference works and more general historical texts have been suggested in the Bibliography at the end of the book.

The contributors are:

Sarah Dauncey

Michael Dillon

Caroline Mason

Keith Pratt

Johannes Reckel

Don Starr

Zhong Hong


Romanisation, Cross-References and Chinese Characters

The Hanyu pinyin 漢語拼音 system of romanising Chinese characters has been used throughout this book. Although the relative merits of different systems continue to be discussed, most books and journals in the last forty years have moved to this system. It has the merit of simplicity, avoiding the hyphens and diacritical marks of its main rival the Wade-Giles system, for which see the entry on Romanisation in the main body of the dictionary. Spellings in the older Post-office system have also been avoided, wherever possible – even where those spellings have become well-established.

So, Sun Yat-sen appears as Sun Yixian, Chiang Kai-shek is Jiang Jieshi, Peking is Beijing and Canton is Guangzhou, although the older spellings are given a cross-reference and alternative spellings have been supplied where necessary, for example in the names of politicians on Taiwan. Cross-references appear in bold type. Some names which appear very frequently and the names of most dynasties have not been cross-referenced.

Chinese characters have been included where it was thought helpful or appropriate. After long deliberation it was decided that they should all be traditional long-form characters fantizi 繁體字 rather than the simplified jiantizi 簡體字 which are the standard forms that have been used in the People's Republic of China since the 1950s. It may look strange to see CCP terms written in fantizi, especially when used alongside Hanyu pinyin romanisation, but to have included both forms would have been unwieldy. It is hoped that these characters might be useful for readers educated in Chinese or another East Asian language, but who are not familiar with Hanyu pinyin.
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A Cheng (Ah Cheng) 阿城 1949–)

The pen name of writer Zhong Acheng 鐘阿城 who came to prominence in the mid 1980s with the publication of his short novel The King of Chess in 1984 followed by The King of Trees and The King of Children (both 1985). The last was made into an acclaimed film by Chen Kaige in 1986. Ah Cheng was born into a privileged Beijing family which was rocked by the Anti-Rightist Movement and the Cultural Revolution. Like most other educated youths Ah Cheng was sent down to the countryside as part of the Cultural Revolution and spent most of his decade of exile (he returned to Beijing in 1979) in the minority area of Xishuangbanna, in the far south west near the border with Laos. His cultured family background and knowledge of traditional literature and philosophy led him to develop skills as a storyteller in Xishuangbanna to supplement his income. He also developed artistic skills (producing a well-known sketch of Zhou Enlai during the anti-Gang of Four protests of 1976, later published in the first issue of the literary journal Today) and on the strength of that returned to Beijing as an art editor. In 1986 he went to the USA and settled in California. His stories, on the theme of educated youth in the Cultural and post-Cultural Revolution period, are noted for their Daoist influence, their respect for traditional cultural values and, although less overtly dissident than the works of many of his peers, their rejection of the voluntarist excesses of Maoism in favour of a gentler, more spiritual and more ecological existence.

Ah Cheng, Three Kings, trans. and introd. by Bonnie McDougall (Collins Harvill, 1990).


A Q (Ah Q) 阿 Q

The anti-hero of Lu Xun's most famous story, A Q zheng zhuan 阿Q正傳 The True Story of Ah Q', whose name has become a synonym for the self-deluding, cowardly bully. Ah Q is said to epitomise what Lu Xun saw as the worst traits of the Chinese of his period; he is oppressed by those richer and stronger than himself and suffers a series of ignominious defeats which he deludes himself into regarding as victories. He in turn attempts to bully the weak and sexually harass the female, greedy for status but stumbling uncomprehendingly to his eventual execution.

Lu Xun, Diary of a Madman and other Stories, trans. William Lyell (University of Hawaii Press, 1990); Leo Ou-fan Lee, Voices from the Iron House: A Study of Lu Xun (Indiana University Press, 1989).


Abacus Suanpan 算盤 ‘counting frame'

A device on which calculations based on the decimal system are performed. The use of the abacus was recorded in China in the early years of the Ming dynasty. It consists of an oblong frame of wood, which has a bar running lengthwise. Through this transverse bar at right angles are inserted a number of parallel wires (either 9 11 or 15) having moveable balls on them, five on the lower side and two on the upper side of the bar. Each of the five on the first wire counts singly, but each of the two balls counts as five, i.e. when both are drawn to the dividing line they stand for ten. The next wire to the left will similarly deal with tens and the next with hundreds. As the abacus was considered easy to learn to use and calculations on it were very rapid, it became popular in China in the Ming period and was introduced to Japan and South-east Asian countries around the 17th century. The abacus is still taught in China as part of the standard school curriculum, and is used regularly in everyday life by older people.


Abahai (1592–1643)

Manchu leader and eighth son of Nurhachi. On the death of his father he was just one of eight Banner princes but gradually became the pre-eminent Manchu noble. He raided Korea, the territory controlled by the Mongols of present-day Inner Mongolia and northern China between 1629 and 1638. In the Manchu capital of Mukden, he developed a style of government that was based in part on the Ming court and was a predominantly civil administration rather than the military administration of the old Manchu Banner system. The government incorporated Mongol and Chinese officials as well as Manchus and became the model for the Manchu-Mongol-Chinese administration that governed China under the Qing dynasty. Abahai was reponsible for abandoning the variety of ethnic terms used in the Manchu homeland including Jurchen and from 1635 Manchu became the only acceptable name. He renamed his empire the Qing (“pure”) in 1636 and proclaimed himself emperor with the intention of overthrowing and replacing the Ming dynasty. He launched an invasion of north China in 1640 and also brought the Amur region of northern Manchuria under his control, but died before he could realise his ambition of conquering China.


Abaoji (872–926)

Khitan chieftain who established the supremacy of the Yelu clan among the nomad tribes of the North-east and founded the Liao dynasty, taking the title of Emperor Taizu in 907 AD.


Aborigines

The indigenous population of China, many of them speakers of languages related to the Malay-Polynesian group, whe gradually came under the control of the Han ethnic group as it expanded from its Yellow River origins. They are now officially referred to as National Minorities, but the name is still sometimes used for the non-Chinese population of the central mountain belt of Taiwan.


Academia Sinica

Founded in 1928 as part of the Sino-Western cooperative movement for scientific research that established the Institute for Prehistoric Research, the Geological Survey, the Rockefeller Medical Institute and the Free Chinese University. Scientists associated with it who were active in the early exploration of archaeological sites around Anyang included Dong Zuobin, Sven Hedin, and Xia Nai. From 1928–38 archaeological work was under the direction of Professor Li Ji. See also Bronze age, Neolithic Period, Oracle Bones.


Academies shuyuan 書院 ‘book gardens', or libraries.

Private centres of academic study where independent discussion of philosophical and political ideas could be maintained free of government control. First established by scholars in the Song dynasty, they reached their peak of influence in the Ming. Because of their outspoken opposition to maladministration and eunuch corruption three attempts were made to suppress them, in 1537/8, 1579 (see Zhang Zhuzheng), and 1625 (see Wei Zhongxian). They survived into the Qing, when their role was much diminished.

John Meskill, Academies in Ming China (University of Arizona Press, 1982).

See also Academy of Painting, Donglin Academy, Hanlin Academy, Imperial Academy, Schools.


Academy of Painting Hua yuan 畫院

Semi-bureaucratic institution drawing on the professional painters at court, competent in a wide variety of painting types and styles. There is little information about such official painting academies before the Song dynasty, though in the Tang period certain painters were summoned to court and undertook special official commissions. The Song Academy of Painting, officially founded in 984, was a subdivision of the Hanlin Academy of Letters. It sought to enlist as members the leading artists of the day, who worked in a style of painting that met with official approval. The tradition of direct imperial patronage culminated in Emperor Huizong of the Northern Song. He kept tight control over the painters in the Academy, handing out the subjects to be painted and setting examinations as though the painters were candidates for administrative posts. Successful painters were given a number of Court ranks. In this way the emperor could establish and enforce certain standards and principles of painting. The imposition of a rigid orthodoxy in the Song academy laid the foundation for the decorative and realistic “palace styles” which were to govern court taste until the 20th century. The development of the court academy also fostered the ambition of the scholar-artists to free painting from the stigma of its being a craft skill, which in turn promoted the development of literati painting. There was no official imperial painting academy in the Yuan and Ming dynasties. During the Qing dynasty there was an Academy of Painting under the Qianlong emperor.

F. Wen and M. Fu, Sung and Yuan Paintings, (New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1973); W.C. Fong, Beyond Representation: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, 8th–14th Century (Yale University Press, 1992).


Afro-Asian Conference

see Bandung Conference


Agricultural Producers Co-operatives Nongye shengchan hezuoshe 農業生產合作社

Unit of rural administration created during the collectivisation of agriculture in the early 1950s. Mutual aid teams created during the campaign for Land Reform were gradually amalgamated to form cooperative farming units usually based on existing villages. The first APCs were established in 1954 but most were created during the High Tide of Socialism in the Countryside in 1955–6, by the end of which more than 90% of households were designated as members of APCs. They were planned as an interim stage on the way to full collectivisation and the peasant members derived their income both from wages for their labour and rent for land they had owned since Land Reform. See also Higher Producers' Cooperatives and Communes.


Aguda (1068–1123)

Jurchen leader of the Wanyan clan from the middle and lower Sungari region who challenged Khitan Liao supremacy over Manchuria and northern China, adopted the title of Emperor Taizu in 1115, captured the Liao dynasty's Supreme Capital at Jehol (1120–1) and went on to establish the Jin (“Golden”) dynasty in 1122. See also Huizong, Song Dynasty.


Ah Cheng

see A Cheng


Ah Q 

see A Q


Ai Qing 艾胃 (1910–1995)

Leftist poet influenced by European modernists, especially the Belgian poet Verhaeren (1855–1916). Jiang Haicheng 蔣海澄 (he adopted the pen name Ai Qing in 1933) was born into a landlord family in Zhejiang, but was raised until the age of five in a poor peasant family; the poem which first brought him recognition as a poet was a eulogy to the woman who brought him up Dayanhe – wo de baomu 大堪河 – 我的被姆 ‘Dayanhe – my wetnurse’ (1933). After middle school he went to study fine art at West Lake Art College in 1928 but the following year decided to go to Paris on a work-study programme. Whilst studying art in Paris from 1929–32 he took up poetry and was attracted to modernism and symbolism, particularly the works of Verhaeren, Rimbaud, Whitman and Mayakovsky. After his return to China he joined the League of Left-wing Artists in Shanghai in 1932 but was arrested and imprisoned from 1932–5 by the Guomindang for political subversion. Ai Qing published his first poetry collection under the title Dayanhe in 1936. During the anti-Japanese war he was initially in Chongqing but, with the encouragement of Zhou Enlai, moved to Yan' an in 1941. Two poems from 1941 illustrate where his loyalties lay: Wo de fuqin 我的父親 ‘My father’ written after the death of his father is a renunciation of his feudal, exploitative family (in marked contrast to his attitude towards his wet-nurse) while Mao Zedong 笔澤東 is a personality cult type paean to Mao. In spite of the apparent political correctness of his poems, his theoretical essay Shi lun 詩論 ‘On poetry’ (1940) showed a commitment to professional literary standards which resulted in his being included in the 1942 Yan'an rectification campaign (see Yan'an Forum on Literature and Art) and targeted for severe criticism in the 1958 Anti-Rightist Movement. It was 1975 before he was allowed to return to Beijing from exile in Xinjiang and 1979 before he was rehabilitated and allowed to resume his literary career. His highly political poetry is characterised by its populism, romanticism and sentimentality. He wrote of the suffering of the poor, their exploitation, his love of China, patriotism, sacrifice, the cruelty of warfare, all in plain understandable language which appealed to a mass audience.

Ai Qing, Selected Poems ed. Eugene Chen eoyang (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, and Indiana University Press, 1982).


Aidi 哀帝, Han Emperor (Liu Xin 劉欣, 26–1 BC, r. 7–1 BC)

Grandson of Emperor Yuandi. His short reign saw intense political rivalry involving members of powerful families with imperial connections, his homosexual favourite Dong Xian, and officials whose views on political reforms were linked to their belief in the validity of either the Old or the New Text editions of the Confucian Classics (see Guwen). Under Aidi it was the former, generally more reactionary than their opponents, who were able to push through a number of reform measures. Some involved the structure of the government and the role of its senior officials, some were designed to reduce state expenditure, and included the closure of the Music Bureau. But the Emperor's early death enabled the Wang family, much favoured under his predecessor Chengdi, to stage a come-back, and paved the way for Wang Mang's usurpation of the throne. See also Han Dynasty, Liu Xin

Michael Loewe, Crisis and Conflict in Han China (George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1974).


Aigun, Treaty of (1858)

Signed by Russia and China to agree the boundary between the two in the Amur River area. Land on the left bank of the Amur was recognised as Russian and that on the right bank as Chinese downstream as far as the Ussuri river. Land between the Ussuri and the sea was not assigned under this treaty but was acquired by Russia under the terms of the Supplementary Treaty of Peking signed in November 1860 after the Western attacks on Peking. This treaty was considered by the Chinese to have been one of the Unequal Treaties and its provisions were never accepted. The Amur border has been a disputed area since and was the scene of fighting between Soviet and Chinese troops in 1969 during the Sino-Soviet Dispute.


Aisin Gioro

The family name of the leading Manchu lineage which provided the emperors of the final dynasty of imperial China, the Qing dynasty. The last emperor was Aisin Gioro Puyi.


Albania

China's only ally during its period of isolation in the 1960s. Although China and Albania appear to have little in common in size, location or culture, Albania, ruled by a Communist Party from 1946 to 1991 and led by Enver Hoxha for much of that time, appeared to be China's only partner in the Communist world during the Sino-Soviet dispute. In the early 1960s as the dispute evolved, the USSR frequently attacked Albanian policies as a proxy for developments in China with which it disagreed.


Alcock Convention (1869)

The agreement that resulted from negotiations on revisions to the Treaty of Tianjin of 1858. Named after Sir Rutherford Alcock, British Consul in Shanghai and subsequently Minister (Ambassador) in Beijing, the convention provided for the establishment of a Chinese consulate in Hong Kong, increases in the customs duty to be paid on imported opium and silk and restrictions on the most favoured nation concept to the disadvantage of the British. These terms were opposed strenuously by British commercial interests and the ratification of the Convention never took place. Chinese anger at this led to an upsurge of xenophobia during which the Tianjin Massacre of 1870 took place.


All China Federation of Trades Unions

The state-controlled Trades Union organisation established in the early years of the People's Republic. Independent trades unions were not allowed to operate and the ACFTU functioned mainly as a conduit for information passing between the CCP and the labour force and as a provider of welfare benefits.


Altan Khan (1507–82)

The leader of a Mongol resurgence in the middle of the sixteenth century. Altan Khan, also known as Anda Khan, was the grandson of Dayan Khan, a Mongol leader of the late fifteenth century. Altan Khan's forces attacked the area that is today Shanxi province and threatened the Ming dynasty's capital city Beijing in spite of the complex of defence works built by the government. Thousands of civilians were massacred or taken prisoner, cattle and horses were driven away and farmland and buildings were destroyed over a wide area. After laying siege to Beijing in 1550, Altan Khan secured an agreement with the Ming court that allowed for horse fairs to be held at Datong in Shanxi and Xuanhua to the north-west of the capital. With the support of Chinese sympathisers, he occupied a substantial part of Shanxi and the old Mongol capital of Karakorum in present-day Mongolia in 1552. Continued expansion gave his forces control over the area that corresponds to the present-day Qinghai province in 1559–60 and over the Kyrgyz and Kazakh tribes of Central Asia in 1572 and eventually Tibet in 1573–8. In 1570, he came to a peace agreement with the Ming emperor and was referred to by the Chinese as a vassal. Altan Khan was converted to the Yellow sect of Tibetan Buddhism by the third reincarnation of Tsong-kha-pa, the sect's founder. It was Altan Khan who bestowed on the incarnate lama the title of Dalai Lama.


Altishahr

Southern Xinjiang (Nanjiang 南疆) or the cities of that region which lie between the Kunlun mountains and the Taklamakan Desert. The name means “six cities” in the Uyghur language of that region and refers to Kashghar, Khotan, Yarkand and other oasis towns. Precisely which six towns are referred to is not entirely clear.


Amban

Qing dynasty officials appointed in pairs to represent the Chinese government in Tibet, to offer advice to the Tibetan government, and to maintain a small Chinese military garrison in Lhasa. The post was created in 1728 and was of symbolic rather than real value in relation to the notion of Chinese imperial authority. Amban were involved in Tibetan politics but had little success in imposing Chinese control over Lhasa.

L. Petech, China and Tibet in the early 18th Century (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1950); H. Richardson, Tibet and its History (London: Shambala Publications, 2nd. edition, 1984).


Amherst, William Pitt (1773–1857)

Leader of the first major British diplomatic mission to China after the failure of the Macartney Embassy. Amherst who had been Governor of India was charged with expanding trade with China and extending diplomatic representation. He left Portsmouth in southern England on February 8 1816 and sailed directly to the port of Tianjin on the coast near Beijing in order to avoid the obstacles that Macartney had encountered in Guangzhou (Canton). The mission arrived on August 13, but the Jiaqing emperor was not enthusiastic about receiving an embassy from Britain and the familiar arguments about whether Amherst would perform the koutou ensued. Although the delegation reached Beijing, an audience with the emperor was not granted and they left for Britain from Guangzhou on January 28 1817, having failed to achieve their objectives. This failure and that of the 1834 Napier mission led to frustration among British traders and politicians which were to culminate in the Opium War.

Alain Peyrefitte, Collision of Two Civilisations (Harvill Press, 1993).


Amitabha Amitofo 阿彌陀佛

The Buddha of Infinite Light, ruler over the Pure Land qingtu or tsushita Western Heaven, and one of the most powerful Buddhas in the eastern canon; believed to be incarnate in Tibet as the Panchen Lama and served by the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara (Guanyin 觀音 in Chinese, Chenrezi in Tibetan), incarnate as the Dalai Lama. Because this sect's requirements of its followers were so simple, principally that they should repeat the phrase “Homage to Amitabha” to gain salvation in the next life, it was the most popular school of Buddhism. Pictures of the Western Heaven were a favourite subject for artists, some of the g randest being found among the murals at Dunhuang.


An Lushan 安祿山 703–757)

The Turkic-speaking commander of a Tang frontier army from Yuzhou and Pinglu in central Asia and leader of a catastrophic rebellion against the court of Emperor Xuanzong which broke out in 755. His ambitions had been fuelled by the extraordinary favours shown to him by the Emperor's own favourite concubine Yang Guifei, which culminated in the royal couple taking him as their adoptive son. Following a rise in eunuch influence, a general decline in bureaucratic efficiency, the loss of territory in the South-west to the newly declared state of Nanzhao and the disastrous defeat of Tang armies by Arabs at the Talas River, An led a military insurrection which began in the region of modern Beijing, captured Luoyang and drove the court from Chang'an towards temporary exile in Shu (modern Sichuan). He himself was killed in 757 and with Uyghur help the Tang retrieved the throne from his so-called Yan dynasty. The rebellion was put down in 763, but the dynasty's authority had been irretrievably weakened and its fortunes were now past their peak.

The rebellion had cultural as well as political repercussions. When the court fled the capital, many female musicians from the Jiaofang (see Music Bureau) were dispersed across the country, encouraging the spread of popular entertainment more widely through urban centres. Poets reflected the anguish of the people affected by the fighting, and the great landscape poet Wang Wei was himself captured and imprisoned by the rebels. The previous openness to foreign, especially Turkish, influences was replaced by a more guarded revival of Chinese culturalism. It was after the An Lushan rebellion that thinkers and writers such as Liu Zongyuan and Han Yu began the revival of Confucian ideas and standards which culminated in the formation of Neo-Confucianism. See also Li Linfu.

E.G. Pulleyblank, The Background to the Rebellion of An Lu-shan (London: Greenwood Press, 1955).


Analects

see Lunyu


Anarchism Wuzhengfu zhuyi 無政府主義

From around 1906, when it was first introduced until the mid-1920s anarchism was the most potent revolutionary force in China. The earliest use of the term for anarchism, Wu zhengfu zhuyi, seems to have been around 1903 when articles appeared on Emma Goldman and on anarchist assassinations in the West (a major anarchist strategy from 1890–1901). There was initially much confusion between nihilism xuwu zhuyi 虛無主義 and anarchism, but a general sympathy for the oppressed Russians and their use of terrorist methods. This interest was manifested in Wu Yue's 吳樾 attempted assassination of a group of ministers at Beijing station in September 1905. The earliest works introducing socialism to China were translations from the Japanese published by Liang Qichao's Guangzhi shuju 廣智書局 Extension of Knowledge Book Company in Shanghai and the Xinmin congbao 新民叢報 ‘New People's Miscellany’ magazine in Yokohama. These tended to be social democrat rather than revolutionary, reflecting Liang's inclinations. Socialism in general seemed more applicable to the industrialised West than to agrarian China. After the Russo-Japanese war and the attempted 1905 revolution in Russia, articles on Kropotkin and anarcho-communism appeared in Japanese socialist publications. The Japanese Socialist leader Kotoku Shusui converted to anarchism after reading Kropotkin's works whilst in prison; he was executed in 1911 for a plot against the Emperor. Anarchist groups developed first among overseas Chinese students in Paris and Tokyo; returning students spread anarchist ideas and by the time of the 1911 revolution young intellectuals were aware of the principal anarchist ideas. Ba Jin was one well known Chinese convert to anarchism. What killed off the nascent anarchist movement in China was, as in many other parts of the world, the success of the Bolshevik revolution in Russia,. The anarchists remained significant into the 1930s but were not able to compete with the centralised party structures of the communists and the Guomindang.

Arif Dirlik, Anarchism in the Chinese Revolution (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991); Robert A. Scalapino and George T. YU, The Chinese Anarchist Movement (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980 (rept.)); Peter Zarrow, Anarchism and Chinese Political Culture (Columbia University Press, 1990).


Ancestor worship

The origins of this tradition may be found as far back as the neolithic Yangshao society. It was already of major importance at the Shang dynasty court, where it was believed that the royal ancestors occupied a place among the feudal hierarchy of spirits on high and could be contacted through the intercession of a shaman. Kinship ties were a vital political weapon to both Shang and Zhou ruling houses as they struggled to extend their authority over a growing feudal empire, and as an element of filial piety they became closely connected in early imperial times with the religio-political cult of Confucianism. It was the responsibility of the head of the extended family to maintain the sacrifices to the senior male ancestors of the preceding three generations. A room might be set aside in the household where memorial tablets were set up outlining their genealogy and achievements. Ancestor worship thus underpinned the most important socio-economic institution of traditional Chinese society, the Confucian clan. The need for a wife to bear sons stemmed not only from their public and economic role in promoting clan interests but from their continuance of the family name and ability to maintain the sacrifices to their ancestors (see Marriage). In this way family traditions constituted a form of immortality.

Regular rites in honour of imperial ancestors were a major part of court ceremonial, and constituted one of the main elements in the Rites Controversy that undermined the Catholic mission to China in the Qing period. (See also Jesuits).

H.D.R. Baker, Chinese Family and Kinship (Macmillan Press Ltd., 1979).


Anglo-Chinese Convention (Beijing, 1906)

The Chinese had not signed the Anglo-Tibetan Convention of 1904, but now advanced their claim to sovereignty over Tibet in a ratification of the Lhasa treaty which – in the absence of any Tibetan representative – reversed the right of Britain and Tibet to conduct direct negotiations as they had done in Lhasa, indicating that in future the Chinese government must be involved in all matters concerning the administration or territory of Tibet.


Anglo-Russian Convention (St Petersburg, 1907)

Concerned to forestall the possibility of Russian influence in Tibet, Great Britain here signed an agreement which reversed its former implied recognition of Tibetan independence, specifically acknowledging Chinese suzerainty over Tibet (as it had done in Beijing (Peking) the year before), agreeing that neither Britain nor Russia should conduct negotiations over Tibet except through the Chinese government and that neither should attempt to send resident representatives to Lhasa.


Anglo-Tibetan Convention (Lhasa, 1904)

Concluded by Colonel Younghusband as the outcome of his expeditionary invasion and signed as between the governments of Great Britain and Tibet. Though the British acknowledged Chinese suzerainty in Tibet and allowed the presence of the Chinese Amban at the signing of the accord, the Amban himself did not recognize it. The principal clauses were the payment of a financial indemnity to Britain of over half a million pounds; the establishment of British trade fairs at Gyantse, Gartok and Yatung, and the right of British and Tibetan officials to negotiate further trading conditions; and the rejection of any other foreign presence in Tibet. The last was aimed at Russia, which the British suspected of having political designs on Tibet. The British, on the other hand, claimed the right to occupy the Chumbi Valley until the indemnity had been fully paid and the three trade fairs had been successfully opened. The Convention also fixed the line of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier.


Anhui clique

Warlord group, led by Duan Qirui from Anhui, which emerged from the split in the Beiyang Warlord clique in 1917 and which controlled the government in Beijing (Beiping) in the 1920s. It fought with the Zhili clique and was defeated in 1922.


Annam An'nan 安南

Chinese Protectorate in the northern part of present-day Vietnam. The Chinese name An'nan means Pacification of the South. Disputes over Chinese and French influence in the region led to the Sino-French War of 1883–5.


Anti-Comintern pact

Agreement signed by Germany and Japan on November 25 1936 to cooperate against communism, and later joined by Italy. It provided political support for the Japanese invasion of China in 1937. See Anti-Japanese War.


Anti-Confucian campaign

The campaign to criticise Lin Biao and Confucius (pi Lin pi Kong 批林批孔) followed the death of Lin Biao and was part of the struggle for ideological control over the Chinese Communist Party that took place after the Cultural Revolution. Like many contemporary political campaigns, it was cloaked in the language of the controversies of ancient philosophy. In July 1973, Mao is reported to have claimed that Lin Biao, like the Guomindang was a supporter of the Confucian view of the world rather than the Legalist, with which he himself identified. The campaign was launched with an article by Yang Rongguo in the People's Daily on August 7 1973. The article, entitled “Confucius – a thinker who stubbornly upheld the slave system” (Kongzi – wangude weihu null zhi de sixiangjia 孔子– 頑固的維護〖又線制的思想家 claimed that the Confucian concept of ren 仁 “benevolence”, was nothing but a mask for his support for a cruel and outdated slave-owning society at a time when feudalism was a new and progressive force. The campaign gathered momentum after the publication of a joint editorial in People's Daily, Red Flag and Liberation Army Daily on January 1 1974 and took on some of the appearance of the mass campaigns of the Cultural Revolution. In retrospect, it became clear that, although he was never attacked by name, one of the main targets was Zhou Enlai, who was re-establishing his power base in the Foreign Ministry and the CCP, and that the campaign had been enthusiastically taken up by Jiang Qing and her supporters and gradually redirected against Zhou. It was a political campaign carried out largely through speeches and newspaper articles and had almost ended by the time Zhou died in January 1976.


Anti-Foreignism

Rising tide of xenophobia at the end of the 19th century in response to increased Western presence in China, and in particular the activities of foreign missionaries. It reached its height during the Boxer Rising.


Anti-imperialism

Although opposition to imperialist and colonial activities in China is usually associated with the CCP, it was also part of the political platform of the GMD. In the early decades of the 20th century, anti-imperialism manifested itself in popular demonstrations such as the May Fourth Movement and the May Thirtieth Incident. Treaties signed in Washington and London between the GMD on the one hand and the USA and Britain respectively on the other, provided for the abolition of extraterritorial rights and the return of concessions to China, and were regarded as an important step in the struggle against imperialist control over China.


Anti-Japanese War 1937–45 Kang-Ri zhanzheng 抗日戰爭 ‘The War of Resistance against Japan'.

China and Japan had been at war in 1894–5, a conflict usually referred to as the Sino-Japanese War. The Anti-Japanese War is the name given to that part of the Second World War that was fought on Chinese soil. It began with the Marco Polo Bridge incident on July 7 1937 when Japanese troops clashed with Chinese soldiers and used the incident to invade China without a formal declaration of war. In what has been described as the forerunner of Germany's blitzkrieg swift and concentrated military thrust, Japanese units overran the northern part of China by October 1937. In August, fighting for control of the Shanghai delta intensified and the city was finally captured in November. Japanese forces marched on the Guomindang's capital city of Nanjing, entering it on December 13. What followed was one of the worst war-crimes committed during the Second World War in Asia – the Rape of Nanjing (see Nanjing, Rape of). By the end of 1938, Japanese military units had taken control of all the key population centres of eastern China and the railway lines that linked them. Jiang Jieshi's Guomindang government was forced to retreat and established a temporary capital in Chongqing, a town on the Yangzi River in the south-western province of Sichuan. Resistance by the Guomindang forces was limited, in spite of political and military support from the United States and Britain. In the north-west of China and in smaller base areas in other parts of the country, guerilla forces under CCP leadership carried out a variety of resistance operations during which they succeeded in harrying and obstructing the movement of the Japanese army of occupation. After the Japanese attack on the US naval base of Pearl Harbour in Hawaii on December 7 1941, the conflict in China was linked inextricably with the entry of the United States into the Second World War. The Anti-Japanese War was brought to an end, not by the guerrillas, but by the United States Air Force attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki with atomic bombs on August 6 and 9 1945. Japan surrendered unilaterally on August 12, Japanese units in China were gradually demobilised and the CCP and GMD recommenced the struggle for power in the Civil War.

James W. Morley ed., The China Quagmire: Japan's Expansion on the Asian Continent, 1933–1941, Selected Translations (Columbia University Press, 1983); Marius Jansen, Japan and China: From War to Peace, 1894–1972 (Rand McNally, 1975); Lincoln Li, The Japanese Army in North China 1937–1941: Problems of Political and Economic Control (Tokyo:Oxford University Press, 1975).


Anti-revisionism campaign Fan xiuzheng zhuyi yundong 反修正丰義運動

Part of the Cultural Revolution. Followers of Liu Shaoqi were designated as revisionists xiuzheng zhuyizhe 修IF羊義者 for wishing to apply Marxist principles less rigidly.


Anti-rightist movement Fan youpai yundong 反右派運動

Political campaign and mass movement denouncing mainly intellectuals who were deemed to be “rightists”. The campaign began during the Hundred Flowers movement which was ostensibly to provide the intelligentsia with the freedom to make constructive criticisms of the policies of the CCP. The key document of the campaign was Mao's speech On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among the People at the eleventh session of the Supreme State Conference on February 27 1957 in which he outlined his views on antagonistic and non-antagonistic conflicts in society and the continuing existence of class struggle in socialist China. A revised version of the speech was published in People's Daily on June 19 1957, and by then the CCP Central Committee was already committed to a full scale campaign against those alleged to have been rightists, having published its Directive on Organising Forces to Repulse the Attacks of Rightists on June 8. In the mass nationwide campaign that followed, as many as 500,000 educated professionals, artists, writers and scientists, including the novelist Ding Ling who had won the Stalin prize, were branded as rightists youpai 右派 by a movement that had a target of five per cent in each and every work unit. Most of these lost their jobs, were expelled from the CCP and many were exiled to the countryside for re-education through labour. The classification of “rightist” extended to the family of the accused and this brought discrimination in employment and even marriage. Rightist labels remained in place until after Mao Zedong's death.


Anxi 麥西

A military protectorate-general established in the seventh century in what is today western Gansu by the Tang imperial court, marking a significant expansion of the influence of Chinese power towards Central Asia.


Anyang 安陽

An area in northern Henan province, rich in ancient archaeological sites and first explored in the 1920s by the Academia Sinica. It was the locality for the greatest concentration of finds dating from the late Shang dynasty. As the last capital and royal domain it was known to its own people as Shang but later referred to as Yin or Yinxu. Among the most important locations in this vicinity are those at Xibeigang, where the royal cemetery of the kings who ruled from the city was first discovered in the 1930s, and at nearby Xiaotun, best known for its late neolithic grey pottery, its palace foundations, its oracle bones, and the tomb of Fu Hao.

Li Chi Anyang (University of Washington Press, 1977).


Anyuan colliery strike September 13 1922

An early success for the labour organisation policies of the CCP which had been founded just over a year previously. Strikes in the Anyuan coal mine in Pingxiang county, Jiangxi and on the Zhuzhou-Pingxiang railway in Hunan involved over 17,000 workers and three key Party leaders, Liu Shaoqi, Li Lisan and Mao Zedong were involved. The strike succeeded in compelling the management to recognise the negotiation rights of the trades union's Worker's Club. A painting of Mao, approaching Anyuan and carrying a rolled-up umbrella, became one of the icons of the Cultural Revolution.


Ao 隞

The last but one capital of the Shang dynasty, occupied for twenty-six years in the middle of the second millennium BC under Kings Zhong Ding and Wai Ren. It was located within the region of modern Zhengzhou, Henan province, and possibly incorporated the Shang settlement at Erligang.


April Fifth incident Siwu shijian 四五事件

Demonstrations and riots in Tian'anmen square following the death of Zhou Enlai in 1976 which foreshadowed the protests and deaths of June 4 1989. Zhou, Prime Minister and highly regarded by many in China as a moderating influence during the Cultural Revolution died on January 8 and a formal ceremony of mourning was held in the Great Hall of the People on January 15, at which Deng Xiaoping gave the funeral oration. The thousands of people who lined the streets of Beijing as his body was taken to the crematorium at Babaoshan were testimony to the high esteem in which he had been held throughout the Cultural Revolution. In late March and early April around the Qingming festival during which families clean the graves of their dead relatives, the commemoration of Zhou Enlai took on the characteristics of a political movement and pamphlets, poetry and articles praising him and attacking Jiang Qing and her supporters began to appear. In Beijing, tens of thousands of people flocked to Tian'anmen square to lay wreaths and recite poems in Zhou's memory, harbingers of the Democracy Movement that was to follow the death of Hu Yaobang in 1989 and lead to the massacre in and around Tian'anmen Square. The Politburo decided that the actions of the demonstrators were counter-revolutionary and on the night of April 4, police and troops removed the wreaths and poems that had been posted on walls and monuments and arrested some demonstrators. On April 5, the demonstators returned in large numbers and there were clashes with the police during which there were injuries and possibly deaths and police vehicles were burned. After the death of Mao Zedong and the arrest of the Gang of Four, who were later accused of repression in the incident, the whole affair was redesignated a revolutionary rather than a counter-revolutionary incident.


Arab traders

Merchants from the Middle East dominated the Indian Ocean trade with China from the seventh century to the thirteenth century, the period during which China was ruled by the outward-looking Tang dynasty, the Song and the Yuan. Although they are usually referred to as Arab merchants, they may have spoken Arabic or Persian and have been followers of Islam, Nestorian Christianity or Judaism. Although there were Middle Eastern quarters in the Tang capital of Chang'an, Arab influence is most notable on the southern and south-eastern coast of China, where trading communities established themselves in areas with privileges very similar to the extraterritoriality granted to Westerners in the 19th century. The greatest monument to the Arab presence in China is the collection of inscriptions in Arabic, Persian and Turkish found on the elegantly carved gravestones in the Muslim cemetery in the port city of Quanzhou 泉州 in Fujian province. After the wave of Arab expansion died down in the 13th century, Middle Eastern merchants were replaced in the Indian Ocean trade by the Portuguese, the Spanish and later the Dutch.


Archaeology

see Jinshixue


Archery

Hunting with bows and arrows was a popular pursuit of the nobility from the Shang dynasty onwards, and mounted archery in warfare, using both single-arc bows and crossbows, was greatly facilitated by the invention of the stirrup in the early Warring States period. But archery was also a pastime with important ritual connotations performed to music at the court in ancient China. The significance of hitting the target in the context of important religio-social ceremonies may have been linked to the evolution of the centre (zhong 中) as a locus of philosophical symbolism from the Zhou period onwards.

See also Weapons.


Architecture

The Chinese architectural tradition began in the Yellow earth region of northern China and the principal architectural features have changed little over three thousand years. The basic building material used was not stone but timber. The fundamental structure of Chinese traditional buildings featured large curved overhanging roofs of ceramic tiles, supported by rows of timber columns bound together by horizontal beams. The columns stood on a platform of solid compressed earth, faced with stone or brick, in order to keep the floor of the building above the damp ground. The joints of the wooden columns and beams were mortised and tenoned with the minimum use of nails, allowing a certain amount of movement in the event of an earthquake. The dougong 斗拱 or wooden brackets, were developed for the junction of the column and beam in order to spread the load. All these parts were made in standardised shapes but varied in size for buildings of differing functions and importance. Buildings in China were considered an integral part of their surroundings and were usually planned on a south-north axis, with the main buildings facing south. The chief buildings of a complex lay one behind the other along this axis, separated by courtyards which were themselves flanked by buildings of minor importance to the east and west. Relatively few early Chinese buildings have survived because of the nature of the material, wood, in which most were built, and the predictable consequences of fire over time. However, pottery models of houses and farmsteads from as early as the Han dynasty do survive and give a good indication of what they looked like. Chinese building forms and structure systems have had a major impact on architecture in other countries of East and South-east Asia.

Chinese Academy of Architecture, Ancient Chinese Architecture (Hong Kong and Beijing, 1982).


Arrow War (1856)

Also known as the second Opium War. Conflict between Britain, France and China which developed after Chinese troops in Guangzhou boarded a Chinese ship, the Arrow on October 8 1856. The Arrow was sailing under a British flag, and when the crew were arrested on suspicion of piracy, Harry Parkes, British Consul in Guangzhou demanded that the Viceroy of Liangguang, Ye Mingchen, release them and apologise for the insult to the British flag. The crew were released but no apology was forthcoming and British warships shelled the city of Guangzhou, destroying thousands of buildings. French forces entered the action in support of the British and both sides demanded compensation from the Chinese. British and American naval forces attacked the defences of Guangzhou and throughout 1857 the town was under siege by British and French troops, finally falling on December 29. Its capture led to the Chinese authorities being obliged to sign the Treaty of Tianjin in 1858. See Tianjin, Treaty of.


Art

The definition of art in China has changed through the ages. Music was probably the first of the fine arts to mature to the point where is was recognised as a direct vehicle for self-realisation. The six arts, liuyi 六藝, of the Zhou period were music, ritual, archery, charioteering, writing and arithmetic, mastery of which created a well-rounded person. From the Tang dynasty onwards, poetry and calligraphy have been undertaken by scholar-officials as the highest arts. And in later periods, the principal arts were gradually formulated into the four arts, siyi 四藝 (the lute qin 琴, the game of weiqi 圍棋, calligraphy and painting) which had to be mastered by a well-educated gentleman.

While the Chinese literate regarded calligraphy and ink painting as the only true liberal visual arts, other arts such as sculpture, textiles, porcelains and enamel work, though much esteemed by Western collectors, were given the lesser status of “artisans, works”. See also Painting, Figure painting, Landscape painting, Music.


Autonomous regions Zizhiqu 自治區

Provincial-level units of local administration introduced in the early years of the People's Republic of China to reflect the ethnic differences of certain regions, particularly in northern and western China and to suggest that ethnic minority groups, the National Minorities, were allowed a degree of autonomy in the government of their regions. The Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Xinjiang Weiwuerzu zizhiqu 新疆維吾爾族爾治齒 in the far north-west of China was formally constituted on October 1 1955, the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region Guangxi Zhuangzu zizhiqu 廣西壯族自治區 in the south-west on March 5 1958. October 5 1958 saw the establishment of the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region Ningxia Huizu zizhiqu 寧夏回族自治區, and the Tibetan Autonomous Region Xizang zizhiqu 西藏自治區 was formally established on September 9 1965. The part of Mongolia which remained within China after Mongolia's independence became the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Nei Menggu Zizhiqu 内蒙古自治區. At a lower level of local government, there are many autonomous prefectures zizhizhou 自治州 and counties zizhixian 自治縣 in areas where the ethnic mix is complex. The degree of genuine autonomy has varied and some analysts view the structures as a complete fraud. The ratio of Han Chinese to ethnic minority cadres which has differed from time to time and from region to region is an indication of how much real power lies in the hands of the minorities.


Autumn grain

see Double Tax


Autumn Harvest Uprisings Qiushou qiyi 秋收起義 (1927)

Peasant rising in Hunan led by Mao Zedong and Qu Qiubai under the orders of the Central Committee of the CCP after the collapse of Guomindang and CCP cooperation following the Shanghai Coup. The insurrection was launched on September 9 with units of the National Revolutionary Army, local peasant militias and workers from the Anyuam colliery and achieved some initial successes including the capture of Liling and other county towns and the destruction of sections of the Guangzhou-Hankou railway. However, they were unable to hold on to their gains in the teeth of GMD and local landlord militias and Mao retreated with the remnants of his army to Jinggangshan on the borders of Hunan and Jiangxi where they regrouped. Although the uprising failed, Mao, s experience of it convinced him of the importance of peasants in China's revolution and influenced his long-term political and military thinking.



B
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Ba 巴

A state based on the middle reaches of the Yangzi River and the valleys of the Han and Jialing Rivers in modern eastern Sichuan that formed a buffer between the state of Shu to the West and Chu to the East in the Warring States period. Its culture shared some features with that of Shu, although it retained distinctive characteristics such as its boat-shaped coffins. Its geographical position meant that it was more directly involved than Shu in the politics and warfare of the central states. Following the Qin state's annexation of Shu in 316 BC Ba also became a commandery, and the resultant control of the Han and Yangzi Rivers was an important part of the Qin strategy leading to the defeat of Chu in 278. Liu Bang, founder of the Han dynasty, had previously been enfeoffed by Xiang Yu as king of the former territories of Shu and Ba.

S.F. Sage, Ancient Sichuan and the Unification of China (State University of New York Press, 1992).


Ba Jin 巴金( (1904–)

Pen name of Li Feigan, a prolific modern novelist and anarchist, one of the leading literary figures of twentieth century China. Born into a rich landlord-official family in Sichuan, Ba Jin was brought up in a large extended household traditionally considered the ideal. However, after the death of his beloved mother when he was nine and his father when he was thirteen, Ba Jin came under the control of his despotic grandfather and came to detest the tyranny of Confucian social values. He read New Culture Movement literature and the writings of anarchists like Kropotkin (his pen-name is taken from the Chinese versions of Bakunin and Kropotkin) and joined an anarchist organisation in Chengdu around 1920 (he appears to have remained an anarchist until 1949). After leaving Chengdu in 1923 he studied in Nanjing for two years, seems to have spent the following two years mainly engaged in anarchist-connected activities (he was greatly affected by the 1925 May Thirtieth Incident) and then went to Paris in early 1927 where he was supported by his family on the understanding that he would study at a technical college. However, apart from studying French, his main occupation was reading and translating anarchist works. He wrote his first novel, Miewang 滅亡 ‘Destruction’, while he was in France and sent it to a friend in Shanghai who, to Ba Jin's surprise, arranged for it to be published in a leading literary magazine, Xiaoshuo yuebao 小說月報 ‘Short Story Monthly’. The novel was about young revolutionaries in Shanghai; Ba Jin said his motivation was to unburden himself of all the memories. This is true of much of his writing: he describes in heroic terms the tragic lives of young people destroyed by the system, as its victims or its combatants, but in spite of the tragedies his works usually end on a note of hope. Over the following two decades he wrote prolifically, around twenty novels and a similar number of collections of short stories. His most famous novel, Jia 家 ‘Family’, is a broadly autobiographical description of the evils and hypocrisy of the traditional family system. He continued to translate anarchist works but at a diminishing rate. His anarchist beliefs, clearly deeply held, set him apart from most left-wing writers who had Communist sympathies, but the support of leading figures like Lu Xun and his own enormous popularity ensured that he was tolerated, and when he was writing patriotic works in the war positively welcomed, by the Communist hierarchy. This was not true for the Guomindang whom he had to flee on occasions, as in 1934 when he felt obliged to go to Japan for several months. After 1949 Ba Jin was given high posts in the literary hierarchy but he wrote little of significance and what he did write was politically correct. He later spoke of his guilt at his willingness to denounce fellow writers in the Anti-Rightist Movement – doing what was expected of him. He suffered severely in the Cultural Revolution but was afterwards restored to high office, including chairmanship of the Chinese Writers' Association.

Ba Jin, The Family, trans. Sidney Shapiro, intro. Olga Lang (Doubleday Anchor, 1972); Olga Lang, Pa Chin and His Writings: Chinese Youth between Two Revolutions (Harvard University Press, 1967).


Backhouse, Sir Edmund Trelawny, 2nd Bart. (1873–1944)

A scholar and sinologist, Backhouse was an eccentric best-known during his life-time as the author (with J.O.P. Bland) of China under the Empress Dowager (1910) and Annals and Memoirs of the Court of Peking (1914). Originally from a prosperous Quaker family in Darlington, he spent much of his life in Beijing, largely in reclusion, and was the donor of several important gifts of Chinese books and manuscripts to the Bodleian Library in Oxford. Since his death, it has been discovered that many of the activities in which he claimed to have been involved (such as the sale of arms from China to Britain in World War I) were largely fantasies and lacked any basis in reality. Doubt has also been cast on the authenticity of the “diary” around which most of China under the Empress Dowager was constructed.

Hugh Trevor-Roper, Hermit of Peking (Penguin, 1978).


Backyard furnaces

Small-scale steel plants set up during the Great Leap Forward of 1958 in an attempt to increase steel production rapidly. Most were in the countryside but urban work units also established them. The raw materials were scrap iron, household pots and local supplies of iron ore and labour was provided by people who were normally farmers, factory and office workers, teachers and students. It is generally recognised that the quality of the steel produced was of such low quality that the experiment was a failure, but it was an example of the ability of the CCP to mobilise millions in a political campaign.


Bai Chongxi 白崇禧 (1893–1986)

Guangxi military officer. He was from an old-established Muslim family in the province and joined the Guomindang (GMD) in 1924 but retained a power base in his home province together with the other members of the so-called Guangxi clique, Li Zongren and Huang Shaohong. He served in the Northern Expedition and was the garrison commander in Shanghai who gave the order for the attack on communists and trades unionists on April 12 1927, that later became known as the Shanghai Coup. He was Minister of War from 1946–9 and fled to Taiwan when the GMD forces were defeated.


Bai Hua 白樺 (1930–)

Pen name of Chen Youhua 陳佑華, contemporary writer of poems, short stories and film scripts and Communist Party activist. Bai Hua came from Xinyangxing in Henan province. His early years were scarred by Japanese aggression, including the murder of his father, buried alive by the Japanese in 1938. As a teenager, he started writing and taking part in left-wing political activities. He joined the People's Liberation Army in 1947 as an underground propaganda worker in Guomindang areas and took part in the Huaihai campaign. Bai Hua formally joined the Party in January 1949. From 1951 he was a full-time writer of a broad range of literary forms including short stories, novels, poems, essays, plays and film scripts. He spent periods of time in ethnic minority areas and his writings were influenced by their culture; for example, the long narrative poem Kongque JL雀, ‘Peacock’ was based on a Dai minority legend. In 1952 he was appointed head of a PLA creative writing group in Kunming, but was expelled from the army after being labelled a rightist in 1958. After working in a factory he was transferred to Haiyan Film Studios in Shanghai where he started writing film scripts. He returned to the army in 1964. After the Cultural Revolution and the 1978 liberalization he wrote a number of film scripts including the acclaimed Jinwan xingguang rulan 今晚星光如蓝 ‘The Stars Gleam More Brightly Tonight’, on the lives of soldiers in the Huaihai campaign. The filmscript for Ku lian 苦戀 ‘Unrequited Love’ (co-written with Peng Ning) received a more frosty reception and made Bai Hua a major target in the Anti-Spiritual Pollution campaign of the early 1980s.

Bai Hua, The Remote Country of Women, trans. Qingyun Wu & Thomas Beebee (University of Hawaii Press, 1994).


Bai Lang rebellion (1914)

Predominantly peasant uprising led by Bai Lang 白朗, often known erroneously as the White Wolf as his name sounded similar to the Chinese for that. On January 11 1914, the rebels took Guangshan in Henan and moved through Shaanxi to Gansu where they linked up with Hui Muslim insurgents. They were defeated by government forces at Fuqiang in Gansu on June 2 1914.

Phil Billingsley, Bandits in Republican China (Stanford University Press, 1988).


Baihua 白話

The ‘vernacular language’ of China as opposed to wenyan 文言, the ‘classical language’. In traditional China as a written form baihua was mainly confined to ‘frivolous’ literature (including some of the masterpieces of fiction and drama) and to fringe works, but its use expanded in the late nineteenth century as Christian missionaries and political reformers sought to reach a wider audience. The use of baihua became one of the clarion calls of the New Culture Movement and by the 1920s it had replaced wenyan as the normal written form. See also Chinese Language.

Jerry Norman, Chinese (Cambridge University Press, 1988); John Defrancis, The Chinese Language: Fact and Fantasy (University of Hawaii Press, 1984).


Bai Juyi (Po Chu-i) 白居易 (772–846)

One of the most popular and accessible of the Tang poets. Bai Juyi came from a lower bureaucracy background and was born in Xinzheng in present day Henan. He passed his jinshi 易士 examination in 799 followed by the bacui 拔萃 examination (see Examination system) two years later, after which he held a series of relatively minor bureaucratic posts. His career was blighted by a period of exile after he had given his support to his fellow examinee and lifelong friend, Yuan Zhen, and he was never able to achieve what he had hoped for in the political sphere. He wrote poetry from an early age and when he was 17 or 18 had travelled to the capital, Chang'an, where he amazed Gu Kuang with his proficiency. He became a prolific poet leaving almost 3,000 poems in which he favoured the new yuefu 樂府 style of long regulated verse pieces. His simple but attractive style made his poetry very popular with people of all backgrounds and spread even as far as Japan where it was quoted in Genji Monogatari, the ‘Tale of Genji’. Two of his most famous poems are Changhen ge 長恨歌 ‘Song of eternal sorrow’ which tells the sad and very romantic story of the Tang emperor Minghuang's love for Yang Guifei and Pipa xing 琵琶行 ‘Song of the Pipa' on the sorrows of a female musician.

Arthur Waley, The Life and Times of Po Chu-i (George Allen and Unwin, 1949).


Baimao nü 白毛女 ‘The White-haired Girl'.

An opera in five acts based on a story circulating in CCP-controlled border areas in the early 1940s of a white-haired woman villagers believed to be a ghost. When she was tracked down by local officials they discovered she was the daughter of a poor peasant who had been raped by the local landlord. She had run away to the mountains, given birth to a child and was living off her wits in a mountain cave. The story was turned into the first national opera by He Jingzhi 賀敬之 and Ding Yi 丁易 and performed in Yan', an in 1945. It won the Stalin Prize for Literature in 1951 and enjoyed renewed popularity during the Cultural Revolution.

Ho Ching-chih and Ting Yi The White-haired Girl, trans. Yang Hsien-yi and Gladys Yang (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1954).


Bamboo Annals Zhushu jinian 竹書紀年

A chronological account of history from ancient times down to the year 298 BC, said to have been buried in the tomb of King Xiang of Wei (died 296). Although edited since its rediscovery in the Jin dynasty and once regarded as a Song dynasty forgery, its early provenance has now been reestablished and its value as a source of information on the Zhou dynasty proven.

E.L. Shaughnessy, “On the Authenticity of the Bamboo Annals”, Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 46(1), 1986:149–180.


Ban Biao 班彪 (3–54)

Father of Ban Gu. He began work on the Hanshu, intending it to form a continuation of Sima Qian's Shiji. His principal independent work as a historian was his essay on kingship, Wangming lun 主命論 ‘Discussion on the mandate of kings’, in which he strongly affirmed the theory of the Mandate of Heaven and linked it with the newly restored Later Han dynasty.


Ban Chao 班超(32–102)

Twin brother of Ban Zhao. As a military commander he re-established Han Chinese authority over that of the Xiongnu in the Western Regions after AD 73 with victories in Khotan and Kashghar. After defeating the Kushan, descendants of the Yuezhi people in Bactria, Ban was appointed Protector General with his capital at Kucha, where he remained until 102.


Ban Gu 班固 (32–92)

Later Han historian and Poet, author of the Hanshu 漢書 History of the Former Han. He was the son of historian and scholar Ban Biao 班彪((3–54). Ban Gu was a precocious student who resolved after his father's death to complete the latter's Shiji houzhuan 史記后傳, a 65 juan former Han dynasty supplement to the Shiji 史記 Historical Records of Sima Qian. This became the Hanshu, a history of the first half of the Han dynasty, whose modified Shiji format became the pattern for later dynastic histories. The biao 表 ‘tables’ and Tian wen zhi 天文志 ‘Astronomy Treatise’ were completred after Ban Gu's death by his sister Ban Zhao 班昭 and Ma Xu 馬續. Ban Gu was initially imprisoned for his temerity in writing dynastic history, but later gained imperial support and enjoyed a distinguished career as a scholar-official, although he never achieved high office. According to some sources he participated in the White Tiger Hall discussions on the classics convened by Emperor Zhang in 79 and produced the official account of the proceedings, the Baihutong 白虎通. Ban Gu was an accomplished poet, especially of the fu prose-poem, genre. His well-known fu include the Liang du fu 兩都賦 “Fu on the two capitals”, a description of the slendours of the two cities and a rebuttal of those who wnated the capital restored to Chang'an, and the autobiographical You tong fu 幽通賦. Ban Gu was imprisoned as a result of the affair of General Dou Xian 竇憲 and died there.

Ban Gu: Courtier and Commoner in Ancient China: Selections from the “History of the Former Han” by Pan Ku, trans. Burton Watson (Columbia University Press, 1974); Xiao Tong, Wen Xuan or Selections of Refined Literature, Volume 1: Rhapsodies on Metropolises and Capitals, translations, annotation and introduction by David R. Knechgtes (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982).


Ban Zhao 班昭 (AD 41–c.115)

Daughter of Ban Biao; twin sister of Ban Chao and sister of Ban Gu; early China's most famous female scholar and writer. On her brother's death she completed his work on the Hanshu and collaborated with the renowned scholar Ma Rong in the study of the Confucian Classics, but her best known book was the Nüjie 女誡 ‘Instructions for Women’, in which she elaborated on the four womanly virtues identified in the Liji, those of speech, virtue, behaviour and work. See also Virtuous Women.

N..L. Swann, Pan Chao, Foremost Woman Scholar of China (New York: Russell, 1960 (1932)).


Bandits

Banditry was endemic in many periods of Chinese history, both because of the frequent recurrence of natural disasters rendering people unemployed and vagrant, and because of the absence of any formal means for the expression of public opinion contrary to official policy. Those condemned as bandits were sometimes bands of homeless seeking to support themselves in whatever way they could, and sometimes groups of dissidents resisting measures handed down from the capital for implementation by the local magistrate. But since taxes were transported from regional centres to the capital in convoys and internal trade earned merchants considerable fortunes, there were also, of course, those tempted into more deliberate lawlessness. Bandits were traditionally associated with the hills, cave hideouts, darkness, secrecy and yin 陰; officials, representative of open and legitimate rule, resided openly in walled towns on the plains, and symbolised yang 陽. (See Yin-Yang) Since yang could not exist without yin, and since ordinary people could not really identify with officialdom but could often understand bandit aims, banditry could become glamourised. The Chinese equivalent of the Robin Hood story is found in the popular novel Shui hu zhuan, which tells of an outlaw band waging successful campaigns against corrupt officialdom. Bandit groups were often the instigators of Peasant rebellions and the dividing line between bandits and peasant rebels and revolutionaries was always blurred, from earliest times up to and including the formation of the CCP's Workers and Peasants Red Army. See also Secret Societies.


Bandung Conference (1955)

The Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia from April 18–24 1955. Representatives attended from twenty-nine Third World countries ranging from pro-Western to pro-Soviet with many non-aligned regimes also taking part. The conference agreed on statements opposing colonialism and promoting economic and cultural cooperation. The Chinese delegation was led by Zhou Enlai, who, in addition to addressing the plenary session of the conference, negotiated and signed an agreement on dual nationality which required Indonesian citizens of Chinese ancestry to decide on either Chinese or Indonesian citizenship. Following the conference, the term ‘Bandung Spirit’ was frequently used to indicate special economic and diplomatic relationships between China and its Asian neighbours.


Banking

Throughout the imperial period, money-changing shops, qianpu 錢鋪, were located in market towns, where they were responsible for creating the strings of copper cash that were used in commercial transactions and for relating them to the system of silver coinage in which taxes were payable. In the 18th century, the qianpu evolved into the native banks qianzhuang 錢莊 which provided credit for merchants and could issue bank notes and make payments in other parts of the country. A specialist branch, the Shanxi or remittance banks, piaozhuang 票莊 were able to remit money over great distances.

Andrea McElderny, Shanghai Old-Style Banks (Chien-chuang) 1800–1935 (University of Michigan Press, 1976).


Banners

The Banner system of organising Manchu fighting men was introduced by Nurhachi in 1601 as part of his strategy of uniting all the Manchus under a unified command rather than in separate tribal leagues. Companies of troops were grouped under four banners, yellow, white, blue and red, and, as the size of his military force grew, four more banners of the same colour with red borders (or a white border in the case of the red banner) were added. In addition to their military function, the banners also evolved into administrative units encompassing the whole of the Manchu population. Taxation, levying of conscripts and family registration were among their responsibilities. As the size of the population under Nurhachi, s control grew, additional banners were created. In 1634, eight Mongol banners were established to include the Manchu, s Mongolian allies, and in 1642 eight Chinese banners were inaugurated. Although the Manchus adopted a Chinese form of civil administration once they had established the Qing dynasty in 1644, Manchu bannermen remained an important part of the ruling elite and were garrisoned throughout the country. They played an important role in the expansion of the Qing empire in the early part of the eighteenth century, but as their military role disappeared, the bannerman declined as a group and became inefficient, militarily ineffective and corrupt. When the imperial government needed a strong military backing against internal rebellion and external threats in the nineteenth century, the banner system was unable to provide it.

Pamela Kyle Crossley, Orphan Warriors : Three Manchu Generations and the End of the Qing World (Princeton University Press, 1990)


Banpocun 半坡村

The best known example of an early Yangshao neolithic settlement. The site, outside modern Xi'an, Shaanxi Province, was excavated between 1954 and 1957 and has been radio-carbon dated to c.5,000 BC. The settlement consisted of over forty buildings, the largest – a communal centre – covering c.160 sq. metres, and was surrounded by a defensive ditch up to 6m deep. It was an agricultural community, farming with hoes, hunting, fishing, weaving textiles for clothing, making pottery, and storing grain and seed in jars buried in pits. Over two hundred graves were discovered, indicating a variety of burial practices (single, group, face up, face down, limbs straight, limbs flexed). Heads generally pointed to the west or north-west. The bodies of children were also buried in urns. Pottery was decorated with primitive and roughly pricked patterns but also with more sophisticated red and black painted designs, especially of fish. Nearly ten thousand tools and utensils were unearthed from the site, including awls, arrowheads, fish hooks, net sinkers, stone knives, adzes and chisels, bowls, jars and basins.

K.C. Chang, The Archaeology of Ancient China (Yale University Press, 4th ed., 1986).


Baohuanghui 保皇會 ‘Protect the Emperor Society

The organisation set up by the 1898 reformers under Kang Youwei to support the Guangxu Emperor and act as a focus for the reformist, as opposed to the revolutionary, cause. In April 1898 Kang had set up the short-lived Bao guo hui 保國會 in Beijing and Shanghai with the three aims of protecting the nation bao guo 保國,, protecting the race bao zhong 保種 and protecting the culture bao jiao 保教. After Kang was forced into exile he set up the Zhongguo weixin hui 中國維新會 China Reform Association, initially in Victoria, Canada, as an organisation to channel overseas Chinese support to the reformist cause. At an early meeting supporters suggested changing the name to the Bao huang hui in recognition of the Guangxu Emperor's role; the English name remained unchanged. In August 1900 the Society carried out an unsuccessful military uprising to depose the Empress Dowager, Cixi. This was the organisation's one and only military venture. Afterwards the Society concentrated on building up a large network of branches among overseas Chinese communities throughout the world, especially North America, which developed very successful educational and commercial activities. However, the Guangxu Emperor's death in 1908 largely removed the Society's raison d'etre and the reformist cause collapsed. See also Hundred Days Reform.

Jung-pang Lo ed. and trans., K'ang Yu-wei A Biography and a Symposium (University of Arizona Press, 1967).


Baojia 保甲

A system of local administration and control based upon the ancient Legalist and Confucian concepts of mutual responsibility and the subordination of the individual to the group. Used in the seventh century and again briefly in the eleventh century as part of Wang Anshi's reform measures it was applied most widely and systematically during the Ming and Qing dynasties. A bao 保 comprised a thousand households, subdivided into ten jia 甲 of ten pai 排 each. One pai consisted of ten households. Each pai, jia and bao was under the supervision of a headman (zhang 長) who checked that information about the inhabitants within was posted on the door placard of each household, submitted regular reports to superior authorities on the numbers, movements and activities of his population, and raised and trained militia. Members of each unit were responsible for each other's behaviour and for reporting misdemeanours. In the eighteenth century the functions of the baojia and lijia structures merged. Aspects of the system have been revived in the People's Republic in the form of street committees. See also Gentry.

K.C. Hsiao, Rural China, Imperial Control in the Nineteenth Century (University of Washington Press, 1960).


Barbarians yi 夷, hu 胡

In the Sinocentric world view of the elite of imperial China, those living in or on the periphery of the country who did not speak Chinese and whose culture was not that of the Han Chinese were considered to be barbarians. In many cases the difference was between the settled agricultural society of China and pastoral nomads on the plains in the north and west. Many of the major dynasties in China's history have been the result of the conquest of “civilised” Chinese by barbarian invaders, notably the Jin and Liao regimes of northern China and the Mongol Yuan and Manchu Qing dynasties which ruled the whole of the country. Linguistic, social and cultural interchange between Han and non-Han people makes it extremely difficult to demarcate the two in many cases.


Barefoot doctors Chijiao yisheng 赤脚醫生

Part-time rural paramedical workers, whose role was popularised during the Cultural Revolution. The term doctor is a misnomer as most had received only basic first aid and diagnostic training, but they provided simple medical care in parts of the countryside where there was no access to modern hospitals and doctors trained in Western medicine. The barefoot doctor system grew out of the policy of “walking on two legs”, which was developed during the Great Leap Forward and in which the strategy of developing a modern medical service but also contining the practice of traditional methods such as acupuncture and herbal medicine was outlined.


Base Areas Genjudi 根據地 or Revolutionary Base areas Geming genjudi 革命根據地

The collective term for the areas under CCP control before the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949. The earliest were at Jinggangshan in 1928–9 and the Jiangxi Soviet based at Ruijin from 1931–34. After the Long March, the key base area was the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region with its headquarters at Yan'an, but throughout the War of Resistance against Japan there were a number of smaller base areas in both northern and southern China.


Bei tie 碑帖

Bei and tie are two major forms of calligraphic work, which played an essential role in the development of the art and tradition of Chinese calligraphy. Bei refers to calligraphy copied and engraved on stone from which ink-imprint versions were made and was a method of reproducing examples for study, which became known in China from the third century ad. Tie refers to calligraphy on silk or paper in small format, such as letters and comments by early masters. Calligraphy on tie was usually circulated in the original and was only engraved on stone if it were an especially prized example. Inscribing on stones was a method of recording events or biographies in Ancient China. Innumerable steles, tablets, tombstones and monuments were erected at different times, many being of great aesthetic as well as historical value. Although stone cutting was the work of artisans (with the only exception being the carving of seals), the individual style of the writer of the text was retained and transferred to the stone. Ink rubbings from calligraphy chiselled in stone were widely used for reproducing calligraphy works. The earliest surviving sample of such rubbings comes from the Tang dynasty, when calligraphy by Wang Xizhi was cut into stone at the order of the emperor.

Making copies was fundamental to the development of all aspects of the art of writing. The methods of copying were increasingly exploited as the value of the writing of particular individuals came to be recognised. These copies were also useful to rulers wishing to promote one form of writing over another. In this way they developed not only a canonical body of content, but a canonical body of writing forms and styles. The many works of calligraphy in bei and tie forms have provided the Chinese with a repository of models which are widely treasured and frequently followed.


Bei Dao 北島(1949–)

Pen name of Zhao Zhenkai, poet and writer. Bei Dao began to write in the early 1970s, during the later stages of the Cultural Revolution, which had interrupted his education but which became the stimulus for much of his early work. He became a leader of a group of young poets producing poems known as menglong shi 朦朧詩 “misty” or “obscure” poems, a term originally used by their detractors as condemnatory. In late 1978 with friends, he founded a literary magazine called Jintian 今天 ‘Today’ publishing “unofficial” literature; this was forced to close down in September 1980. However, by then many of the Jintian writers enjoyed considerable literary fame and were being published in official literary journals. Bei Dao was always associated with the democracy movement and after June 1989 found himself exiled in the West where he has since lived and worked. He has produced a substantial body of poetry, much of it with an undercurrent of protest, some short stories and a novel, Bolang 波浪 ‘Waves’.

Bei Dao, Waves ed. Bonnie McDougall, trans. Bonnie McDougall and S. Cooke (Heinemann, 1987); Bonnie McDougall ed. and trans., Notes from the City of the Sun: Poems by Bei Dao (Cornell, 1983); Bei Dao, Forms of Distance, trans. David Hinton (New York: New Directions, 1994).


Bei Zhili

see Zhili


Beijing 北京 (PEKING)

Capital city of the last dynasties of the Chinese empire and since 1949 also the capital of the People's Republic of China. Beijing means ‘Northern Capital’ in the same way that Nanjing means ‘southern Capital’, the names dating from the twin capital system of the Ming dynasty. It was known as Beiping 北平, ‘Northern Peace’ during the Republican Nanjing Decade (1928–37) and that name was still officially used in Taiwan for decades after 1949. The city was the southern base of the Khitan regime in the tenth century and as Yanjing 燕京 was the capital of the Jin dynasty from 1153. As Daidu or Khanbaligh, it was the winter capital and then the permanent capital of the Mongol Yuan dynasty, and it became the main capital of the Ming dynasty in 1421, relegating Nanjing to the status of second capital as the Yongle emperor moved his court north to counter the renewed Mongol threat. The city was rebuilt around the Imperial Palace, the Forbidden City, and this was also used by the court of the Qing dynasty.


Beijing, Conventions of (1860)

Agreements finally resolving the conflict between China and Britain and France after the Arrow War which should have been settled by the 1858 Treaty of Tianjin. The terms were dictated to Prince Gong under duress after troops under the command of Lord Elgin had burned down the Summer Palace, the Yuanmingyuan. The Convention between Britain and China was signed on October 24 and that between France and China on October 25 1860. China agreed to grant foreign powers the right to station diplomats in Beijing, and Tianjin was opened as a treaty port.


Beijing Man (Sinanthropus pekinensis)

The name popularly given to the skulls and bone fragments of the early hominoid type found in 1921 at Zhoukoudian, south-west of Beijing, dating from 500,000 years ago in the early palaeolithic age. Bones from around 750,000–800,000 years ago have been discovered at Lantian, Shaanxi province (see Prehistoric China). Beijing Man was around five feet tall, erect in posture, and had shovel-shaped incisors as in the modem mongoloid race. His brain capacity was halfway between that of an ape and modern man, and he seems to have been familiar with fire. All surviving bones from Zhoukoudian were lost during the Anti-Japanese War (1937–45).

H.L. Shapiro, Peking Man (George Allen and Unwin, 1976).


Beijing Opera

Popular entertainment form relating a limited number of familiar, traditional stories to the accompaniment of music, dance, and acrobatics. Its present form has matured since the mid-18th century, when it was much favoured at the court of the Qianlong Emperor, but its history incorporates the love of acrobatics at the Han court and earlier, the masked dances of the Tang period, the rise of popular story telling to musical accompaniment in the Song, and the development of early operatic styles in the Yuan and Ming. It combines colour, excitement, humour, and vocal virtuosity. Scenery is non-existent, props are few, but costumes and masks or facial make-up are gorgeously elaborate and identify the character's role and nature, such as the martial hero, the poor scholar, the corrupt judge, the bandit chief, the clown, the god, the femme fatale, the lion. Stylised movement and gesture indicate stages in the action, and the plot is unveiled in passages of soliloquy or dialogue interspersed with music, singing and action. Dazzling and daring feats of leaping, tumbling and swordsmanship are performed. Percussion features prominently in the accompaniment, and both the bodily control and the falsetto singing voice of the performers require long and physically arduous training. All parts were traditionally played by men, and despite the supposedly lowly status of public entertainers great reputations and fortunes were made by the masters of both female and male parts. See also Drama, Mei Lanfang, Musical Entertainment.

J.I. Crump, Chinese Theater in the Days of Khubilai Khan (University of Arizona Press, 1980); Colin Mackerras, The Rise of the Peking Opera 1770–1870 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972); Colin Mackerras, The Chinese Theater in Modern Times: from 1840 to the Present Day (Thames and Hudson, 1975).


Beiping

see Beijing


Beiyang 北洋 Army

Land forces under the control of the Beiyang Warlords and commanded at the end of the 19th century by Ronglu, Manchu Governor-General of Zhili and supporter of the Empress Dowager Cixi.


Beiyang fleet

Navy created by Li Hongzhang in 1888 during the period of the Self-Strengthening Movement. It was financed from the collection of customs and other taxes in northern China, hence its name which means “Northern Ocean”. During the Sino-Japanese War of 1894–5, the provincial fleets remained non-combatant and only the Beiyang navy engaged the Japanese. In spite of the size of the fleet, it was comprehensively defeated because of the superior speed and advanced technology of the Japanese vessels.


Beiyang warlords

Military officers loyal to Yuan Shikai who were a powerful political force in the early years of the Republic of China. In 1917, they feuded and split into the Anhui Clique and the Zhili Clique.


Bencao Gangmu

see Li Shizhen


Big Sword Society Dadaohui 大刀會

One of the names under which groups of Boxer rebels operated in Shandong province during the 1890s. They were notorious for their attacks on Christian missions.


Blooming and Contending

The process by which ideas were supposed to emerge during the Hundred Flowers Movement. It is an abbreviation of the slogan “let a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought contend” baihua qifang, baijia zhengming 百花齊放, 百家爭鳴 and had its origins in the philosophical debates of the Warring States period.


Blue Shirts

Organisation of loyal followers of Jiang Jieshi. It was created in 1932, but had its roots in the Blue Shirt Society lanyi she 藍衣社 founded in 1926 by officers from the Huangpu Military Academy opposed to the Communist Party. Although it was opposed to Japanese aggression in China, its anti-Communist activities and name inevitably invited comparison with fascist organisations in Europe at the same time.


Bo Gu 博古

The nom de guerre of Qin Bangxian 秦邦憲 who was one of the leading members of the Twenty-Eight Bolsheviks who were the majority faction of the CCP during the early 1930s. He was General Secretary of the party from 1931–5 when he was replaced by Zhang Wentian. An active Politburo member during the Anti-Japanese War, he died when the aircraft carrying him from Chongqing, where he had been negotiating with the GMD, crashed on its return journey to Yan'an.


Bo Juyi

see Bai Juyi


Bo Yibo 薄一波 (1908–)

Prominent CCP politician and guerilla leader in Shanxi province during the Anti-Japanese War. Bo joined the Central Committee of the CCP in 1945 and became a highly successful career politician in the PRC, rising through party and government posts, particularly in the State Planning and Financial and Economic Commissions.


Bogue, Treaty of the (1843) Humen tiaoyue 虎門條約

Treaty signed by Qiying, the Viceroy of Liangjiang and Sir Henry Pottinger, the British Plenipotentiary at Guangzhou. It set out in detail how the provisions of the Treaty of Nanjing were to be implemented, including particulars of customs tariffs. The Bogue, which name derives from the Portuguese Boca Tigre, is a translation of Humen 虎門 Tiger Gate, the name of the main opening of the Pearl River south of Guangzhou.


Bohai

Manchurian kingdom (Parhae in Korean)founded in 698 by a Malgal general on what is now the border between northern Korea and China, by putting together the remnants of the Koguryo population defeated by the alliance between the Korean state of Silla and the Tang court. It gradually spread throughout Manchuria and was extinguished by Khitan forces in 926.

Adami Norbert, Bibliography on Parhae: a Mediaeval State in the Far East (Wiesbaden, 1994); Johannes Reckel, Bohai – Geschichte und Kultur eines mandschurisch-koreanischen Königreiches der Tang-Zeit (as vol.5 of Aetas Manjurica) (Wiesbaden, 1993/95);


Bön

Tibetan religious system which pre-dated the seventh-century arrival of Buddhism (see Tibet). It has been identified as an indigenous form of shamanism and an earlier import from Iran or India, even as an earlier version of Buddhism. Evidence for its rapid assimilation with the Lamaism promoted by King Trisong Detsen comes from documents discovered at Dunhuang, but rivalry also continued between the two religions.


Bondservants, imperial Baoyi 包衣

Chinese servants of the Qing court, members of families originally captured in Manchuria before 1644. Despite their subject status senior bondservants acquired great authority and wealth within the Imperial Household Department, and themselves employed staff of lower grade servitude. See also Banners.


Book manufacture

In the period from the Eastern Zhou to the Han, books were written on bamboo or wood slips, known as slip fascicles, and silk. Texts were written vertically from top to bottom on one side of the slips, which were then arranged right to left and bound together with cords. The slips could then be rolled up into a fascicle. Silk books, unlike the clumsy slip fascicles, were soft, light and portable, but much more expensive. Both slips and silk were replaced by paper towards the end of the Later Han dynasty. To overcome the problems in the time-consuming process of transcribing books by hand, methods of printing were developed. The earliest was in the form of rubbings, where original texts were engraved in stone and rubbings taken from them on paper, allowing the potential for considerable circulation of a single text. The other form of printing was with carved wood blocks, which later evolved into systems using movable type. There exists evidence of simple printing in the eighth century, sophisticated printing in the ninth and a flourishing printing trade by the tenth century. The invention of movable type in the mid-eleventh century did not, however, replace carved woodblock editions in the following centuries. One reason was that the scholar class wanted not just communication but elegance of communication, and movable type could never achieve the balance required of Chinese calligraphy.

In the late Ming period, illustrated books flourished in response to the growing affluence of the merchant class and its developing patronage of the arts. In the evolution of bookbinding methods, from the scroll to butterfly, wrapped-back, and stitched-thread styles, simplicity, convenience and practicality were the major concerns. For a multi-volumed book, the soft volumes were stacked one upon the other and contained within a hard casing which was folded round and secured with bone or ivory toggles.


Book of Changes

see Yijing


Book of Documents

see Shangshu


Book of Filial Piety

see Xiaojing


Book of History

see Shangshu


Book of Lord Shang

see Shangjunshu


Book of Rites

see Liji


Book of Ritual

see Liji


Book of Songs

see Shijing


Borodin, Mikhail Markovich (1884–1951)

Soviet diplomat sent to China after the agreement signed by Sun Yixian and Adolph Joffe to help Sun reorganise the Guomindang. Borodin, whose original name was Michael Gruesenberg, was born in Lithuania in 1884 and lived in the USA between 1907 and 1917. From 1919 he worked for the Comintern. He arrived in China in 1923 with General Galen who was responsible for creating an effective GMD military force, and was accompanied by forty other Soviet advisers. Borodin was the architect or the programme of the remodelled GMD and of the first United Front with the CCP. Political and strategic differences within the new GMD led to attacks on him by the GMD right wing and he was finally forced to return to Russia on July 27 1927 after losing the battle to permit members of the CCP to remain within the GMD. He continued to work in propaganda and journalism in the Soviet Union and headed the Soviet Information Bureau from 1941–9. His replacement as Comintern adviser in China was M.N. Roy

Dan Jacobs, Borodin: Stalin's Man in China (Harvard University Press, 1981).


Bourgeoisie

see Classes


Boxer Rising (1899–1901) Yihetuan yundong 義和團運動

A period of major unrest in northern China at the end of the nineteenth century, mainly associated with the secret society the Yihequan 義和拳 “The Fists of Righteousness and Harmony”, popularly known as the Boxers. China was in crisis. Defeat in the Sino-Japanese War was followed by the Hundred Days Reform, an elite movement which questioned the very basis of imperial rule. To many Chinese in the countryside, the parlous state into which the country had fallen – economic depression, famine and banditry – was due simply to the presence of foreigners. A wave of xenophobia spread throughout the villages, in many cases supported by the local gentry who feared and resented the way that Christianity appeared to be undermining the Confucianism that formed the basis for their control of the population. All foreign poducts were suspect as well as the foreigners themselves and foreign-owned businesses, factories and railways and foreign currency in circulation all came in for criticism.

In 1898 the Yellow River burst its banks and caused disastrous flooding. Sichuan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi and Anhui provinces were all badly affected, but the greatest catastrophe was in Shandong. To superstitious rural Chinese, this was proof positive that the foreigners had been interfering with nature.

The Yihequan were an offshoot of the Eight Trigrams sect which was part of the White Lotus tradition of millenarian Buddhism. The name appeared first in about 1808 and the society was active in Shandong and also in Henan, Jiangsu, Anhui and Zhili, initially as an anti-Qing force, dedicated to restoring the Ming dynasty. The Boxer groups were small, usually 25 or so and under the supreme authority of their leader and assistants. Their targets were the different levels of foreign involvement in their areas. Primary hairy ones (da maozi 大毛子) were foreigners themselves, secondary hairy ones (er maozi 二毛子) were Chinese Christians or those involved in foreign enterprises, while anyone who used foreign goods was classified as a tertiary hairy one (san maozi 三毛子). Members of the Boxer bands were socially marginal individuals with no land or work and tended to be contemptuous of officialdom. Their ideology was millenarian, irrational and theatrical and relied heavily on belief in ritual and magic.

Li Bingheng, Governor of Shandong province, cultivated the Boxers, in particular their branch known as the Big Sword Society (Dadaohui 大刀會), but he was dismissed in 1897 after the death of German missionaries prompted German forces to occupy the bay of Jiaozhou near Qingdao. His replacement, the Manchu noble Yuxian, also patronised the Boxers and proposed that they train his own forces and ally with him under the slogan fu Qing mie yang 扶清滅洋 “support the Qing and exterminate the foreigner”. The Boxers were redesignated Yihetuan 義和團, the ‘Corps of Righteousness and Harmony ’ and began to function as an officially sanctioned militia. Yuxian persuaded the imperial court that they should be supported.

With this official sponsorship, the small Boxer groups coalesced into a major force and, although they still clashed with the armies of the Qing during 1899, by June 1900 they were being called on by the court to support the dynasty against the foreigners. On June 13 Boxer units laid siege to the foreign legation (embassy) quarter in Beijing and foreign troops moved towards Tianjin in response the following day. An expeditionary force of 8,000 Japanese, 4,800 Russian, 3,000 British, 2,100 American and smaller numbers of French, Austrian and Italian troops was mounted to lift the siege and set out for Beijing on August 4. The siege was finally lifted on August 14 and the Empress Dowager Cixi and her court fled to Xi'an.

On September 7 1901, Li Hongzhang, acting for the court, was forced to sign the Boxer Protocol. China agreed to pay the equivalent of £67 million in reparations over the next forty years and to the punishment of officials deemed guilty of causing the rising, including death sentences. China's defences were also greatly downgraded and foreign troops were to be stationed in China permanently.

Joseph Esherick, The Origins of the Boxer Uprising (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987); David Buck, Recent Chinese Studies of the Boxer Movement (M.E. Sharpe, 1987).


Braun, Otto Li De 李德 (1900–1974)

Comintern military adviser who accompanied the CCP on their Long March. Braun was a German communist from Munich who escaped from prison and went to Moscow. He was given military training and sent to China and arrived in Ruijin, the capital of the Jiangxi Soviet in 1932 with Bo Gu and other senior CCP members. He was a forceful advocate of positional warfare and opposed Mao Zedong's guerrilla tactics. Disastrous losses discredited Braun's policy and at the Zunyi Conference of January 1935, he was finally defeated.

Otto Braun, A Comintern Agent in China 1932–1939 (Stanford University Press, 1982).


Bronze Age

May be dated in China from the early second millennium BC onwards. Argument persists over possible external sources of inspiration from the Eurasian steppe or south-east Asia. Earliest evidence comes from Erlitou, and leads directly into the great tradition of bronze craftsmanship associated with north China and the Shang domain. Important regional centres existed in the Yangzi River valley (see Wucheng) and in modern Sichuan (see Sanxingdui) in the late second or early first millennia BC. Bronze was valued as an elite symbol of Shang royal power, and bronzesmiths were respected as important members of society in the Shang domain. It was particularly associated with ritual vessels, but was also used for the manufacture of bells and weaponry. Piece-mould casting seems to have been practised from earliest times, and cire perdue production developed from around the mid-fifth century BC. Use of bronze spread among lower orders of the nobility through the Zhou period and fine artefacts, including lamps, figurines and Buddhist statues, continued to be made of bronze into the imperial era, but the development of iron technology from around 500 BC put limitations upon its development for further general use. See also Taotie

C. Deydier, Les Bronzes Archaiques Chinois : Archaic Chinese Bronzes, Vol. I, Xia and Shang (Paris: Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1995); Bagley, Robert W., The Great Bronze Age of China (New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1980).


Bronze inscriptions>

In the middle Shang period, when importance was attached to the overall aesthetic effect of design and decoration, these were rare and usually limited to a few characters. In the late Shang and Western Zhou, when the range of vessels expanded and some pieces were larger and heavier, longer inscriptions became more frequent and form a major source of documentary information on the history and institutions of the period, complementing the written evidence of the Shijing and Shujing.


Bronze mirrors Tongjing 銅鏡 or Tongjian 銅鑒.

Most mirrors are circular but occasionally square or in floral shapes. Early examples of bronze mirrors, from tombs of Qijia culture, late Neolithic period and Shang tombs at Yinxu, are small and thin, with a polished reflecting surface and a back either with geometric patterns or plain. Mirrors from the Warring States period were found in many areas, showing their greater popularity, technical advance and richer decorative motifs. For the purpose of carrying or hanging, a small fluted loop is usually on the back for the passage of a cord. The loop was transformed into a round boss by the time of Han dynasty as mirrors became larger and thicker. Auspicious inscriptions appeared on the back of Han mirrors and cosmic designs, such as symbolic animals of the four quarters (sishen 四神), became popular. The artistic characteristics of bronze mirrors changed significantly in the Tang dynasty. Floral and animal motifs became less stylised and stylistic influences from the Middle East countries were evident. Many mirrors were decorated with inlaid mother-of-pearl, gold and silver. Later bronze mirrors had more importance attached to their functional performance than to their decorative appearance. During the Qing dynasty, bronze mirrors were gradually replaced by glass mirrors.


Bucharest Conference (1960)

The Third Congress of the Rumanian Workers' Party held in Bucharest in June 1960. On June 21, Nikita Khrushchev, Prime Minister and First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, made a speech in which he denounced Chinese views on Leninism, war and imperialism. This was an early indication of the looming Sino-Soviet Dispute and foreshadowed the break that was to come at the Conference of Representatives of Communist and Workers Parties in November of the same year in Moscow.


Buddhism Fojiao 佛教

Religion which spread from India to dominate China from the second century AD onwards. Key concepts of Buddhism, like transmigration and karma, were derived from the earlier Hinduism. Buddhism differs from Western religions in the sense that it does not include the idea of a supreme being, or God, controlling the universe; all beings, including Buddha himself, are subject to the same impersonal rules. All sentient beings are part of the system so unlike in Western religions man is not seen as occupying a special place in creation and devout Buddhists are vegetarian (plants are not regarded as sentient). The Supreme Buddha was born around 563 BC in present-day Nepal and originally called Siddhartha (Sanskrit version). He came from the Gautama family, part of the Sakya clan and as a result is also known as Gautama Buddha and Sakyamuni ‘sage of the Sakyas’. He is not the only buddha: over twenty others had preceded him and Maitreya, the future Buddha, was due to follow him. Until the age of 29 Siddhartha enjoyed a life of some luxury, married and had a son but he then left home on a mission to seek truth and enlightenment. He spent the following six years in self-denial as an ascetic but did not achieve enlightenment so he went to sit in meditation under a bodhi tree. After several weeks he attained enlightenment and set out to expound his teaching for the next 45 years, after which he achieved nirvana. His teaching was based on the belief that all sentient beings are bound to a cycle of constant re-birth, samsara; the nature of this re-birth is determined by the karma built up over this and previous lifetimes. Karma refers to the good or evil intentions behind our deeds and all karma, good or bad, leads to re-birth in a higher or lower state. For Buddha the aim of life was to break the cycle of constant rebirth by not producing karma. He taught the four noble truths: that all existence is suffering, that the cause of suffering is the desire for sensual pleasure, that suffering can be brought to an end by the elimination of desire and that this can be achieved by the eight-fold path (perfection in view, resolve, speech, conduct, livelihood, effort, mindfulness and concentration). Through the eight-fold path it is possible, by removing desire, to break the cycle of karmic re-birth and escape from the suffering of existence into extinction, nirvana.

After the death of the historical Buddha, disciples spread his teachings and many different schools developed. In the long run, two main traditions emerged Theravada (also called Hinayana) which came to dominate southern Buddhist areas and Mahayana which came to dominate northern areas, including China. Theravada is more ascetic and emphasises individual effort, whereas Mahayana (literally ‘greater vehicle’, as opposed to the term Hinayana ‘lesser vehicle’ used pejoratively by Mahayanans) holds out the promise of assistance from buddhas and bodhisattvas to enable ordinary people leading normal lives to attain nirvana. Bodhisattvas are enlightened beings who voluntarily postpone their own entry to nirvana in order to help others.

Buddhism spread to China around the second century AD and made rapid progress in the period of disunity from the third to the sixth centuries. Chinese thought has traditionally been eclectic and from the beginning Buddhism was explained by reference to existing thought, especially Daoism. The main schools which emerged in this period were Huayan 華嚴, Tiantai 天臺, Chan 禪 and Qingtu 清土 (Pure Land). In the long run it was the latter two, especially Chan, a fusion of Daoist and Buddhist ideas, which predominated. Buddhism reached its peak in the Tang dynasty (618–907) when its influence pervaded society from the emperors downwards and Buddhist monasteries owned vast estates and had enormous economic and political influence. As the Tang reunified China and extended the Chinese empire, it came to view the Buddhist church as a rival to the state, particularly when the church used its tax free status to gather more and more land into its control, depriving the state of tax revenue. After the An Lushan rebellion the previously open Tang society became more xenophobic and suspicious of things foreign and monasteries were closed down and monks' licences revoked (there was a major purge in 845). Scholars like Han Yu attacked Buddhism and reaffirmed traditional Confucian values, anticipating the revival of the native tradition which, in its Neo-Confucian form, replaced Buddhism as the dominant intellectual force in Chinese society. However, Buddhism continued to have a strong influence on popular society into the twentieth century. After the 1949 revolution the Buddhist church suffered restrictions under the Communist authorities, but not as severely as Western-influenced Christian churches. In the Cultural Revolution immense damage was done to Buddhist temples, but some have been restored since and recent years have seen an easing of restrictions and a revival of Buddhism.

Kenneth Ch'en , Buddhism in China: A Historical Survey (Princeton University Press, 1964); E. Zürcher, The Buddhist Conquest of China. The Spread and Adaptation of Buddhism in Early Medieval China (2 vols.) (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1959); Holmes Welch, The Practice of Chinese Buddhism: 1900–1950 (Harvard University Press, 1967); Arthur F. Wright, Buddhism in Chinese History (Stanford University Press, 1959).


Buddhist sculpture

The most important and most widely discussed body of Chinese sculpture from the fourth century. Buddhism was absorbed alongside other religious beliefs in Han China. Buddhist iconography forms and sculptural types were introduced from the kingdoms of Central Asia, especially Indian styles with Western classical influences.

The practice of cutting cave temples into the rock was also transmitted to China, and a great number of Chinese Buddhist sculptures were carved directly into the rock face. Early cave temples built at sites such as Dunhuang, Maijishan and Yungang were marked by the quality and richness of their sculpture.

Another type of early Chinese Buddhist sculpture is represented by the stele, which commonly took the form of a rectangular monolith with images in high relief.

It was the rulers of Wei and Liang states in North China who provided substantial imperial patronage and encouraged the making of Buddhist images in stone, clay, wood and metal, including bronze, gold and silver. In this period, the solid and heavy Indian style was gradually modified and refined by the native Chinese predilection for abstract expression in terms of the flowing, rhythmic line.

Tang sculpture represents the classic age of this art form in China. Complete technical mastery of media such as dry lacquer and metal was matched by utter confidence, convincing naturalism, a high sense of drama, and exquisite taste. Tang sculpture sets the standard against which all earlier and later achievements are measured. Although many of the greatest works in wood, dry lacquer, and clay have perished, major statements still survive in metal and stone. Tang cave temples, such as the Longmen site, are encyclopaedias of Buddhist sculpture of the period. Buddhist sculptures served to propagate the faith and, by commissioning religious works of art, its followers attempted to gain favour and salvation.

W. Zwalf, ed., Buddhism: Art and Faith (London: British Museum, 1985).


Burning of books

The best known instance of this form of limitation on intellectual freedom is attributed to Li Si, who memorialised the First Emperor in 213 BC that in order to destroy the reactionary forces of Confucianism and feudalism all those who owned books on literature (such as the Shijing and the Shujing) and philosophy should burn them within thirty days, on pain of branding and forced labour. Books of practical value on medicine, agriculture, and arboriculture were exempt, as were those on Qin history and on divination. Li Si did not share the Emperor's faith in the latter, but may have deemed it expedient not to attack this ancient and widespread art. Only in the court were copies of the proscribed books to be preserved, and the library collection there perished in the conflagration when Xiang Yu captured the capital in 206, a far worse loss than seven years before.

The destruction of books was not new in 213, nor would it be the last time that it occurred in Chinese history. Shang Yang had persuaded Duke Xiao of Qin on a similar course of action in the fourth century BC, when the Shi and the Shu were again the principal targets. The great persecution of Buddhism in 842–5 saw the destruction of many sutras. Two sets of the Yongle Dadian (see Encyclopaedias) perished in the Manchu capture of Beijing in 1644, and the third was largely lost in the Boxer Rising in 1900. In recent times the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was responsible for the loss of countless ancient and modem volumes.
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