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PREF ACE. 

THIs hitherto unwritten chapter in the history of British 
entel'prise in. the East owes its origin. to the following 
circumstances. 

Seven yeal'S ago, I found myself in the pleasant town of 
Mergni, a seaport on the eastern sicie of the Bay of Bengal. 
I had gone thither at the request of the Trustees of the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, to bring together materials to 
illustrate in the museum some of the features of the 
marine fauna of the Bay of Bengal, a department of 
animal life then all but unrepresented in. the collections 
contained in th~t institution. 

On my retum to this country from India iri the be­
ginning of 1885, the oolleet:icms made in the Mergui 
Archipelago were brought to England to be placed in 
the hancis of men competent to work out efficiently the 
various animal groups represented in them. My first 
iaM was that the results of the labours of those employed 
in this work shoula be published by the Trustees of the 
Indian Museum, aided, if possible, by a grant from the 
~vgnunentofIndllL 

To add to the interest of this contemplated report, I 
proposed to myself to preface it with a short acoount .of 
the history of the district in which my labours 'had lain. 

My appeals for scientific assistance to work out the 
collections met with a. willing and speedy response in 
every instance, and I am consequently under a deep debt; 
of gratitude to all those who aided me, and I have else­
where attempted, although very imperfectly, to express my 
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obligations to them for'their labours. However, after the 
various groups of animals represented in the collections 
had been distributed among my colleagues, and I had re­
ceived some of their reports, I observed that the work was 
assuming proportions I had not anticipated, and found that 
its publication would be a much more costly undertaking 
than I had originally contemplated. This also proved to 
be the case as regards my own researches into the history 
of Mergui, which. grew as the inquiry advanced. 

In order to fulfil the understanding I had entered into 
with those scientific men who had so willingly given me 
their assistance, viz., that their reports should be published 
with as little delay as possible, the duty was laid upon me 
to arrange, on my own responsibility, for the early publica­
tion of their labours. 

'The action taken by me in this respect was attended 
with complete success, as my appeal to the Council of 
the Linnrean Society of London to publish the scientifi~ 
results of the expedition to Mergui in their J oumal met 
with a cordial response from that body, on the condition 
that they received a small grant-in-aid towards the cost of 
publication. At that time I was under the impression that 
one volume of the J oumal of the Linnrean Society would 
have sufficed for the purpose, but as the work advanced, it 
was found that a second volume would be needed, and 
this was granted by the Council on the same term,s as 
the first. 

Having thus had to give up my original idea that the 
Trustees should publish the report, and haYing collected a 
mass of materials bearing on the history of Tenasserim, 
including Mergui, which could not be published by the 
Linnrean Society, I resolved to publish my researches 
separately, and I was encouraged to do so by Dr. Rost; 
and I now make public this chapter iu the history of 
English intercourse with Siam, a. kingdom of which' the 
province of Tenasserim formed a part in the seventeenth 
century. I am duly sensible of its many imperfections, 
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but as it brings to light facts hitherto generally unknown 
~aarding the keen interest taken by our coun~en in the 
trade of Siam during that,period, I venture to place them 
on record, and hope that my labours may be leniently 
judged. 

By far the greater part of this narrative is founded upon 
original documents preserved in the I:ndia Office, and I 
am deeply indebted to Mr. Frederick Charles Danvers, 
the registrar and superintendent of thesh Records,.:for per­
mission to examine the rich historical treasures under his 
immediate keeping. I have ,also to tender my thanks to 
Sir George Birdwooo and to :Mr. C. E. D. Blaek for afford­
ing me facilities for their examination that tended greatly 
to lighten my Iabe'lilm. My 3.C?knowledgments are like­
wise due to Dr. Bast for valuable counsel on several 
occasions. 

The book itself speaks more tellingly than I can do of 
the immense assistance I have received from the erudite 
labours of that distinguished scholar, Colonel Sir Henry 
Yule, whose name will be found quoted throughout the 
work, either singly or associated with that of his 'lamented 
colleague, Arthur Coke Burnell. The names of others 
who have assisted me will be (onnd mentioned in the 
pages' of the work, and I take this opportunity to thank 
them individually far their aid. 

In looking back on. the seventeenth century, in. the 
beginning of which our countrymen first appeared in the 
East in any numbers, and turning our eyes to the map of 
Southern Asia as it new exists, what a wondrous revolu­
tion has befallen that part of the globe since then. It is 
about a quarter of a ceRtary less than 300 yeal'S since 
English merchants first set foot in Southern Asia. Then 
they owned no more than the warehouses in the seaports 
and towns in which they were permitted to' sell their 
goods, and their' presence, in a map of that period, would, 
be represented by small red dots, mere pin-points, scattered 
at wide intervals along the seaboard of India, Burma, 
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Siam, and some of the"islands of OceaItia. But in a map 
of to-day. we find the British Empire in the East extending 
from the frontiers of China and Siam westwards to those 
of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and from the Himalaya 
in undisturbed sway southwards to the waves of the 
Indian 'Ocean-a mighty empire, nearly 2000 miles in 
extent from east to west, and 1700 miles from north to 
south. 

.An unbiassed history of haw this vast responsibility of 
government has gradually come to rest upon our nation 
has yet to be written. 

In. view of the wonderful changes that have befallen 
many s()vereignti~s in the East since the seventeenth 
century, the circumstance that Siam has remai1£led but 
little affected by them is a noteworthy fact. But now 
that that kingdom is in cantaet, both to the east and to 
the west, with Eur{)pean powers, the conditions of her 
past have become considerably altered, and no more 
forcible illustration of this can be adduced than the 
Commission that is shortly to assemble on her western 
frontier to settle certain questions affecting the limits of 
our jurisdictian in that region, arising out of onI Ie£ellt 
conquests in Burma.. 

71 HAB1UNGTON GAlIDENS, LoNBoN, 

Novem.bcr 1889. 
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ENGLISH INTERCOURSE WITH SIAM 
IN THE 

SEVEN-TEENTH CENTURY. 

INTRODUCTION. 

ON the IIth May, 1824, the Burmese seaport of Rangoon 
was attacked and occupied by the British troops under 
Sir Archibald Camp8elL As the season advanced; and 
the country became inundated by the flooded rivers and 
heavy rains, it was found impracticable to engage in any 
active operations in the direction of Ava. A part of the 
force at his command was, therefore, dispatched by Sir 
A. Campbell, by sea, to reduce the maritime provinces of 
Burma, and the districts of Tavoy and Tenasserim were 
selected to be attacked. In selecting Tenasserim and 
its port, Mergui, as desirable acquisitions for Britain, 
the commander of the army of invasion was unwittingly 
carrying out a continuity of action, on the part of his 
nation, for, during the latter part of the seventeenth cen­
tury, King James the Second and his Government, insti­
gated by the East bdia Company, had yearned after 
Mergui, an<;l had even attempted, but unsuccessfully, to 
capture that seaport, where it; had been their intention, 
if they had triumphed, to erect a fort to command the 
navigation and commerce of the eastern side of the Bay 
of Bengal, and the overland route to Siam. This, how­
ever, ill 1824, had all been forgotten; but the national 
aspiration of 1687 was gratified in 1824, as Mergui, on 

A 
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being summoned, on the 6th October, to surrender uncon­
ditionally, fell in an hour's time before the gallant assault 
of the British troops, supported by the guns of the cruisers 
of the Honourable East Iudia Company.l 

Two years later, the war, which had been forced upon 
Great Britain by the arrogance and hostility of the Bur­
mese in the region of Assam, was brought to a close by the 
treaty of Yandabo, concluded between the King of Burma 
and the Honourable East India Company on the 24th 
February, 1826. By this treaty his Burman Majesty under­
took to abstain from all future interference with the prin­
cipality of Assam and its dependencies, and ceded to the 
Briti~h Government Arakan, and" the conquered provinces 
of Yeh, Tavoy, ana Mergui and Tenasserim," their islands 
and dependencies.2 

The tract of country then acquired by Britain was 540 
miles long, and extended from the junction of the Thoung­
gyeng with the Salwin, in lat. 17° 57' N., to the extremity 
of the peninsula of the Pack-chan, in 10° N. Its breadth 
varied from seventy-five to fifteen miles, according as 
the sea-coast approached or receded from the range of 
mountains defining the eastern boundary of British terri­
tory and extending throughout the entire length of the 
province. The rivers on the eastern side of this chain 
of mountains flow into the Gulf of Siam, those on its 
western flank into the Bay of Bengal.s 

These districts, now collectively known as the Province 
of Tenasserim, have had a very checkered history, being 
sometimes subject to the sway of Burma and Pegu, and 
at other periods to that of Siam. According to the 
native history of Taungu, King NarabadisUhu,' one of 

1 Documents Illustrative of the 
Burmese War, with an Introductory 
Sketch of the Events of the War, 
and an Appendix. Compiled and 
edited by Horace Hayman Wilson, 
Esq. Calcutta: From the Govern­
Ulent Gazette Press, by G. H. 
Huttmann, 1827. 

2 Wilson, 1. c., Documents, p. 209. 
3 Calcutta. Review, voL viii., 1847, 

p. 73-
• Burma, its People and National 

Products, by the Rev. F. Mason. 
Rangoon, London, and New York, 
1860, p. 46. 
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the famous figures in the early history of Burma, l1-ud 
who reigned from 1167 to 1204, ruled from the borders 
of China to the mouth of the Tenasserim -river-a defini­
tion of his sovereignty now descriptive of the Burmese 
possessions of Great Britain. There would appear tc be 
some foundation for his claim to Tenasserim, as a pagoda 
situated on Zediwon hill,l about eleven miles inland from 
Mergui, is said to have been built by him when he visited 
this remote province of his kingdom, near the end of his 
reign. 

Towards the close of the thirteenth century, Siam had 
established its influence ove, Tenasserinl and Tavoy, and. 
even as far north as Martaban, as the second Shan king 
of that principality, on ascending the throne of his brother 
Wareru, the first of this Shan dynasty of the Pegu king­
dom, had to solicit a recognition of his title from the kin.g 
of Siam.2 His successor, the third king, although mar­
ried to a daughter of the king of Siam, took possession 
of Tavoy and Tenasserim; but during the reign of the 
fourth monarch, about 1325-30, the provinces of Tavoy 
and Tenasserim were recovered by Siam. In 1373, the 
Siamese are said to have founded the town of Tenasserim, 
an.d seven years later to ha.ve built the pagoda of W ot­
tsheng,3 still standing on the ruins of Old Tenasserim. 
This sacred edifice has been enabled to withstand the 
onslaught of five centuries by the ever-recurring repara­
tive efforts, the good work of pious Budcihists. 

We have now to turn to the Siamese history, which, 
however, unfortunately has neither the fulness nor credi­
bility of the historical documents of Burma, owing to 
the circumstance that the State Records of the country 
perished. in the flames that con.sumed the capital in 1767.4 
'What now exists of Siamese history consists of two sec-

1 British Burma Gazetteer, 2 vols., 
1879, 1880, vol. ii. p. 403. 

2 History of Burma, &c., by 
Lieut.-General Sir Arthur Phayre. 
London, 1883, p. 66. 

3 British Burma Gazetteer, vol. ii. 
P·402• 

• E. M. Satow, Transactions Asia. 
tic Society, Japan, vol. xiii., 1885, 
p. 181. 
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tions, the PMfngsdr-va-da'lll-Mitang-nOi and the PhlJngsa­
'Ca-dan-Muang-TM,i, «composed by the great-uncle of the 
present King from fragme~ts preserved in monasteries, 
and from traditions surviving among the priests." 1 

The first part of this history is full of fables and myths,! 
whilst the second, known officially as the Ph)fng~ 
dan-RachJuL, gives an account of the Siamese kings, drawn 
up in the way already indicated, commencing with the 
foundation of the capital, Ayuthia, which it assigns to the 
year 1350-51.3 

As has been previously stated, the provinces of Tenas­
serim and Tavoy were recovered by Siam, between 1325 
and 1330, and when Phm :Rama. ThlbOdi of the TMi-nQi, 
or Little 'fillti, founded his new capital Ayutbia, they 
formed, according to Siamese history, an integral part of 
the kingdom of Siam, which then embraced l{{)ulmein 
and Martaban. I. If any subjection, however. to Siam 
existed on the part of these two states, it was in all pro­
bability not more a. than feeble tributary fealty; and it 
has been recorded by J oao de Barros,6 that Siamese rule, 
in the beginning of the sixteenth century, did not extend 
farther north than Tavoy. 

The province or state of Tenasserim, to the south of 
Tavoy, seems to have been held by the Siamese, withlilUt 

1 Joseph Haas, .Toumal North. 
Bnmcll of Royal Asiatic S~ety, 
New Series, vol. xiv., 1879, p. 3:5-
E. M. Satow, Transactions Asiatlc 
Society Japan, voL xiii., 1885. p. 181. 

2 Description du Royr.ume Thai 
1m Siam. par Mgr. Paliegoix, tom. ii. 
Paris. 1884, p. S8. 

• Journal of an Embas.y to the 
Court of Siam and Cocllin-China, 
by John Crawford, F.R.S. 2 v<>ls. 
London, 1830, vol. ii. p. 141. The 
Kingdom and People of Siam, by 
Sir John Bowring, F.R.S. 2 '<"ols. 
London, 1857, voL i. p. 43. Colouel 
H. Yule, The Book of Ser Marco 
Polo. 2 vol .. , 2nd edit., 1875, 
'<"01. ii. p. 259. R. N. Cust, Pro­
ceedings .Asiatic Society of Bengal, 

1877. 11,213- Mr. Cast says,,~,An 
inscriptian exists in the roins of the 
old capital of Ayuthia; dated I:z84 
A.D." This may poosil:ily be the in· 
scription that w ... found at Sakkothai 
and. described by Bowring (l. Co, pp. 
278, 279), and which; according to 
BaStian (J cum. As. Soc. Bengal. vol 
:>oxxiv. pt. i. p. 30), is now pruerve<! 
in the palace at Baugkok. . Yule 
(l. c., p. 259) oays the date af this in­
ocription io almo6t certaiuly 1292-93. 
and he quotes Garnier (Voya.ge d'Ex· 
ploration en Indo-Chine, tom. i. pp. 
I 36-~ 37) in support of the altera· 
tion of the date. 

~ Pallegoix, l. c., p. 75. 
I Terceira Decada da Asia, Lisboa 

(1563). Liv. iii. foliu 65. 
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any intermission worthy of note, up to 1765, when it was 
reduced by the Burmese,l who retained- possession of it 
until it was ceded to Britain by the treaty of Yandabo. 

TenasselWl, the chief town of this province, had main­
tained a reputation for trade among European nations 
from the early part of the seventeenth century; but, in 
1760, it was pillaged by Alaunghpra, and further devas­
tated, in 1765, while its downfall was sealed by the 
destruction of Ayuthia, in 1767, and by the attainment 
once more by the Burmese of supremacy along the eastern 
sea-board of the Bay of Bengal, as far south as the mouths 
of the Tenasserim river. In its fall it brought commer­
cial ruin on its seaport, Mergui. 

The imporlance of Tenasserim and Mergui, prior to 
the Burman conquest of the province, depended on the 
circumstance that the town of Tenasserim was the start­
ing-point, on the western sea-coast of Siam, of an overland 
route to the capital, Ayuthia, and a port also at which 
vessels of light draught occasionally 2 discharged their 
cargoes, and thus avoided the long and dangerous voyage 
to the capital round the extremity of the peninsula; 
while larger vessels resorted to the safe and commodious 
harbour of Mergui, whence their cargoes from the Red Sea, 
the Coromandel Coast, and Bengal were transmitted in 
boats to Tenasserim, and thence overland to Ayuthia. 

Tavernier,s in his account of the kingdom of Siam, says 
that" the shortest and nearest way for the Europeans to 
go to this Kingdom, is to go to Ispahan, from Ispahan to 
Ormus, from Ormus to Surat, from Surat to Golconda, 
from Golconda to .Jiaslipatan, there to embark for Denou-

1 Phayre's History of Burma., pp. 
184-190. 

2 "The old capital of the pro­
vince may be approached by ,·essel. 
of 130 tons burthen."-Calcutta 
Government Gazette, March 2, 
1826, quoted by H_ II. Wilson, 
loco cit., A pp., p. I viii. Helfer 
(Journ. As. S"". of Bengal, voL vii 

pt. ii., 1838, p. 702) says, "The large 
Tenasserim river is accessible there 
(village of Tenasserim) to vessels of 
100 ton. burthen." 

3 The Six Voyages of John Bap­
tiste Tavernier, &c., Finished in 
the year 1670;, made English by 
J. P. 1 vol. folio_ London, 1678, 
Book iii. p. 189. 
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serin, which is one of the Ports belonging to the Kingdom 
of Siam. From IJenouserin to the Capital City, which is also 
call'd Siam, is thirty-five days' journey,l part by Water, 
part by Land, by Waggon, or upon Elephants. The way, 
whether by Land or Water, is very troublesome; for by 
Land you must be always upon your guard for fear of Tigers 
and Lions; by Water, by reason of the many falls of the 
P.iver, they are for:c'd to hoise up their Boats with Engines." 

The difficulties of the route, however, were not such as 
to deter travellers from frequently using it, as in the six­
teenth century it was traversed by Portuguese and Siamese 
ambassadors or envoys, and, in the seventeenth century, by 
an ambassador of Louis XIV. of France, by envoys from 
Goa to the court of Siam, by ambassadors from Shah SuI ai­
man of Persia, and the kings of Golconda, by French and 
Portuguese missionaries and Jesuits, and by the servants 
of the East India Company, who used the route for the 
transmission of their Indian correspondence, directing their 
letters " 'Cia Tenassaree." , 

The travellers' route lay up the river as far as the town 
of Tenasserim, and beyond this still farther by boat to a 
place called Jelinga,2 the Ialinque of the map drawn up 
by M. Cassini (a member of that distinguished family of 
astronomers who for four generations filled the office of 
Director of the Observatory at Paris), for the illustration 
of the French ambassador's account of Siam,S and the 
Jalinguer of Crawford's map.4 

At J elinga the land journey of this route began, and 
could be performed either by doolias, carts, or on elephants. 

1 The distance i. here over-esti­
mated, as the journey generally 
took ten to twelve day •. 

3 A New Historical Relation of 
the Kingdom of Siam, by M. De 
La. Loubere, Envoy Extraordinary 
from the French King to the 
King of Siam, in the years 1687 
and 1688. 2 vol.. London, 
1693. 

• "To the Right Honourable the 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses 
Assembled in Parliament. The An­
swer of the East india Company, to 
two Printed Papers of Mr. Samuel 
White, One Entituled His Case; The 
other, A True Accompt of the Pas­
sages at Mergen." 

• History of the Indian Archipel­
ago. 3 volE. 1820. Vol. iii. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The route, after crossing the watershed, followed down 
the valley of a. river, and terminated at the_city of Phiphri,l 
described by De La Louhe:te:l as lying at the mouth of a. 
river about two leagues to the west of the most occidental 
mouth of the Menam. In Pallegou's map 3 it is placed 
on a. small stream entering the Gulf of Siam, opposite the 
western extremity of the bar at the mouth of the Menam 
river. In early times it was a place of importance, as it 
was a. residence of the kings of Siam, and the office of 
governor was hereditary, as in the case of Tenasserim. 

In De La Louhere's map a. place called Pram occurs on 
the opposite and right bank of the river on which Phiphri 
is situatied. It appears to be identical with Peranne, a 
place menti.oned in the literature of 1688 4 as the ter­
minus on the Gulf of Siam of the route from Mergui, 
and the point at which travellers embarked in boats for 
Aynthla. 

But instead of proceeding to Phiphri or to Pram, there 
was another route, terminating at a place m~ar the eastern 
coast called. Queal,/; evidently the Cuy of Antonio Galvano,6 
the Couil of De La Loubere, .the Iau of Pallegoix, and 
occupying much the same position as Chulai in modern 
m.aps, in the most recent of which one fails to find any 
trace of Phiphri.7 

In Pallegoix's map there is another route laid down 
d.irect from Mergui by land in a north-easterly direction, 
straight to Xa-m, on the western coast of the Gulf of Siam, 
some distance to the south of Ian. The point at which 
this route crossed the Tenasserim river was apparently at 
Jelinga, whence it went more directly east to the gulf. 

1 Voya.ge de Siam des Peres $ Ibid;. 
Jesuites, &0., par Pere G. Tachard. 8 Antoaio Galvano's Dis€overies 
Pa.ris, 1686, p. 213, where it is of the World. HakluytSoc., 1862, p. 
called Piplis. 112, where it is said from" Patane, 

2 li{ew Hist. ReL, p. 8. vnto the citie of Cuy, and from 
3 Descr. du Roy. Thai ou Siam, thence to Odia." 

185..... . 1 J. M'C&rthy, Proc. Roy. Geog. 
4 The Answer of the East India. Soc., vol. x. No~ 3, New Monthly 

Company, l. c. Series, March J85~ 
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It was probably a route frequented by the French mis­
sionaries in the time of Bishop Pallegoix. 

There was yet another route from Mergni and Tenas­
serim to the eastern shore of the peninsula, but instead 
of going in a northerly direction, it proceeded from Tenas­
serim to the south-eaSt and terminated at a place called 
Bangnarom, on the west coast of the Gulf of'Siam, doubt­
less the B. Trom of Pallegoix, probably meaning oyster­
village. Along this route Mr. Leal, the interpreter to 
Captain Burney's mission to Bangkok, in 1825-26, tra­
velled with between five and six hundred captives who 
had been carried off from Tenasserim by the Siamese, and 
had been liberated on the demand of our Government.l 

As Mr. Leal's travels across the Siamese frontier in more 
than one direction seem to have been almost forgotten, 
the short account that was given of them by Government, 
in 1827, from notes supplied by him, is reproduced as 
an appendix 2 to this work. 

The invasions of Siam by Alaunghpra. and his successors 
depopulated not only Tenasserim province, but the Siamese 
dominions on the eastern shore of the gulf, as far as .and 
including Ligor itself, which even, in 1825, had a scanty 
population, brought about by these catastraphes. In that 
year the Siamese, hearing of the success of the British at 
Mergui and to the north, took alarm lest their territory 
shauld next be invaded, and orders were cansequently 
issued frOID Bangkok to the governars af Kraw .and af 
XlimphoD that no trade was to be permitted between 
Siamese territory and Mergui While Arthur Harris 3 was 
at Xlimphon, in January 1826, he asked the governor to 
forward a letter, with which he had been intrusted by 

1 From the Calcutta Government 
Gazette, January 25 and February 
8, 1827, quoted by H. H. Wilson, 
Zoe. cit., App., p. lxxv. 

2 Appendix A. 
3 An Account of an Overland 

Journey from Ligor to Bankok. 
Madras, 1854 The journey was 

made when Harris was acting as 
assi3tant-surgeon to Captain Burney 
in Siam (1825-26), when the latter 
concluded a commercial treaty-with 
the Siamese, but the narrative of the 
journey was not published until 
1854 It was edited by an UIl­

known hand. 
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Captain Burney, to Mr. Maingy at Mergui; but he was 
told that this could not be done, as very.positive orders 
had been issued to prevenj; all communic.ation between 
the Siamese and the inhabitants of the new British terri.,. 
tories. 

Th9 Siamese governor of Xiimphon,l shortly after Mergui 
and Tavoy came into our poss~sion,2 continued to make pre­
datory raids 3 on these districts. This was due to the enmity 
then existing between the Siamese and Burmese peoples, 
the result of the ~cesses of the kings of the Alaungph~ 
dynasty. These armed incursions were attended with all 
the deeds of cruelty which, from time immemorial, have 
distinguished warfare in Burma and Siam. Many hundreds 
of captives were carried off by him to Ligor, and no less 
than fourteen hundred. were recovered. by the mission of 
Captain Burney to Siam, in 1825-26. Fortunately this ini­
quitous system has ceased to exist since the treaty with 
Siam was rna-cie by Captain Burney in 1826; but that treaty 
signally failed to restore the trade" between the two shores 
of the peninsula, as it had been literally an~ilated by the 
ruthless massacre of the inhabitants. Could it Qnce more 
be restored, a period. of prosperity might be inaugurated. iu 
the district of Mergui, a portion of onr Burmese p'0sses­
sions which has made little pr.ogress since it came under 

1 Xtlmpbon was the place where 
the Siamese troops de,..ined for the 
aUaok g[ Tenasserim and Mer.goi 
always aaaembled. Harris, l. II. 

2 H. H. Wilson, L. c. App., P. 
~v. . 

3 H. H. Wils&n, l. cr., Documents, 
Nos. 132-135-

, By the tenth article of the 
maty it was provided that Asiatics, 
British subjects, not bemg Bur­
mese, Peguers, or deacendants of 
Europeans, desiring to enter and 
trade in Siamese territory, from the 
eouames of Mergui, Ta';oy, Tenas­
serim. and Ye, were to be allowed 
to . do se freely, oTerlaad and by 
water, upon tJ~e English furni&hing 

them with proper certificate!<. Bot 
mercbanb were forbidden to bring 
Gpium into the country, as it was 
positively a ceatraband article in 
the territories of Siam. If any were 
discovered, it was to be burned and 
deatroyed. The original Siamese, in 
the tent!;) as well as the thirteentjl 
article of the treaty mentions that 
Klulc, and OMen, or Chinese only, 
shall be all(>wed to travel into the 
interior of Siamese territory from 
Tenasserim. Khilc signifies a for­
eigner, but was applied to Malays 
and natives of Hindmtan not de­
scended from Europeans. Calcu~ta 
Gazette, quoted by H. H. Wilson, 
App., p. lxxxviii 
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British rule. To promote such an end would' be Wisdom 
compared with the trifling and vain course, pursued by 
successive Deputy-Commissioners, of trying to introduce 
the cultivation of foreign products into a. country which 
only requires its own vegetable and mineral wealth to 
be developed by the re.opening of a. trade route once 
renowned in the commercial history of the Malayan Penin.,. 
Bula and Siam,l 

The village of Tenasserim, situated on the ruins of the 
old town, the wall of which, in 1827, had a circumference 
of four miles, lies at the confluence af the Grea.t and Little 
Tenasserim river-s, &B the lef.t ba.nlt of the _toor, ahout 
thu.ty-seV-ElB miles seuth-east of Me~, II;l!I.d al1lout sixty 
miles iB a straight line from the eutem ceast o( the penin­
sula. I am Bot awa.re whebher the oftieers of the Great 
TriganGmemeal Survey of India n,xeQ the posibiOIl ~f Tenas-

1 Siaee _itmg lihe abe'l'e, the.fol­
lowing pasaage bearing on this route, 
has been found among the many ex­
tracts from the Calcutta Government 
Gazette, of 1827. ~ by H. H. 
Wils&a. It is as fellows-" It is to 
be hoped, that our officers at Mergui 
will shed1y be able ta re-0pen and 
re-estaWish these old alild almost 
forgottelil roads into the rich king­
dom 0f Siam, and thns revive the 
ancieat &ad valuable eemme~ee, 
which was eQDducteQ with Siam 
throug;h this cmane!, fir.st lay the 
Portuguese, and aiterwa~ by the 
Fr,encb.",-.App., p.. lx,""vi. 

In the British But:ma Gazetteer, 
vol. ii. 1-87-!~, p. 314. the tnde routes 
between Mer,gwi anil Siam ar,e de­
scribeQ as follaws :-" The most 
northern pass across the maln range 
iata Siam is by the T&a-raw but 
tliis i. so difficult that it is almost 
impracticable and only used by 
Kareng. Seventy-six miles farther 
south is another, called by the Bur­
mese 'Ma w-doung , and by the 
Siamese 'Khow-maun,' the OM 
meauing 'Tire«, Hill; the other 
'Pillow Mounta.in,' at the source 

of the Thiell-kh_ stream; this i8 
the mAin Ime of communication be­
twee,n Mergni and the 80llthern pro­
vinees of Siam.. On the ~ngliJsh 
siQe the COQIilRy is IIIil iafested with 
tiger.s that the ioIati-yes ne-Yer attempt 
the jGlDmey unarmecl, in in leu 
numBers thaa t'lmee. .Apan (rom 
this the Thien-kb_a stream is 
aavip.hle enlibythe smallest boats 
dur~ th&~ pari of ~ year whe!l 
mvelliDg IS~. 'fbe IOiite 18 
betb bad and )-r anti' it is also 
tb~ a line of cotmVy :wheJe ele­
pau,1Is ani not; ,_ba,m addition 
to which ~e is a lc&Nity of drink­
ing watet. on the Siamese siQe." 

The Tsa-mw er &-1'&-w8o Nute, 
howevet:, _:ins to have li>eeIIl the 
reute most Uied toward. the enil of 
the seTOteclllth eentuy, netwith­
standing,the dimeulties eneouatered, 
and was the one followed byambas: 
sadors and others. It was ahorter 
than the southern route, BoJar as 
the sea. was concerned. For an ac­
eeunt of a jeurney hem the shore ef 
the Gulf of Siam by the southern 
route to Mergui. see the Appendix 
already referred to. 
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serim in 1881-82, as materials for ascertaining this do 
n.ot exist in London; but they determined the position 
of Tenasserim. Peak, No. 2,1 in the neighbourhood of 
the old town, and made it to be lat."I2° 2' 58'" N., and 
long. 99° I' 6'" E. 

Thellame of this town has undergone various reJ?derings 
in European literature,!! depending on the nationalities of 
the travellers, the sources of their information and on 
other circumstances. 

1 Preliminary ,Chart of the East­
ern FrontleT Series. Seasons 1877-
78. and 1879-82. 

• The following are some of the 
references tG this province and tGwo, 
and the meditications of the name :­
Tltmauerim, N~lo di ~ti{Poggii 
Bra.cciolini, Histo de Variet!Lte FeT~ 
tunm, lib. 4t p. 131, Paris, 17%3» 
(143<:». Tendam, AbduT - raufi 
(Notices et Extraits des Ma.nUllerits 
de la Blhliotb. dn Rei, &e., t. xiv. 
P.429). I'll Sir l':L M. Elliet'. tnns­
Iatitm (HisL of India, vol. iv. p. 96) 
it is 2·aOO3in. In,the Roterio da 
Viagem, &0., fez Dam Vasco Da 
Gama, em 1497, Porto, 1838, it is 
TenaF' ,Amerigo VespllcCi, in his 
letter from the Cape de Verde 
Islands, 1501 en :Miliou di MAn10 
Polo, dale Gonte Gie. Batt. Baldelli 
Boni, t. i., 1827), rendered it Tana­
Ber. Another Italian, Lee •• Da Ga' 
M~r •. 1506 (Relazicme di L. Da 
Ca' M., &0.", Appendice all' .Arebivo 
Sterioo Italiano, t. ii., 1&f,S, p> 
28), wrote it TC1IMar. Vattliema 
(15Ie) WNte of the OO11ntry, which 
he bad never seen, as T_ari 
(Itin. de L. V. Bol<>p.ese nello 
Egypte., &0., 4to, stampato in lOOma 
MDX., folios Ixvi. to' lxx.). Albn.­
'1l1erque (I51l) l'endered it Tr.i.1I4fMij 
(Commentarioa do Gi'ande A.. D., 
&0., Lisooa, 1576, p> 399). G. da 
Empoli (1514) wrote to his father, 
Tanazzari (Arch. Stor. Ital., App.. t. 
iii., Firenze, 1846, p. 80). Duarte Bar­
bosa (1516) wrote it both Tr.i.1I4fari 
and: TantlfdA"Jl (Livro D. B., in 001-
leeqilo de N oticias, &0., Publicanda 
pela. ACad. Real !las So. de Lisooa, 

t. ii. num. vii., Lisboa, 1813, pp. 
%42 and:369- Gaspar Oonea. (1519) 
lmew it as Tr.i.1I4farim (Lendas da 
hdi.., ColI~ de MonumeBtos 
lmeditos, ~,e., Acad. Real das Sc. de 
LlaMa, t. ii. pt. i. p> 56S}. Pinte 
:{l!$4~} r-endms it T"""~" (Pere~ 
~deF.MeBdezPiuto~ ••• no 
reyno da Ghina, Tartari": & Soma .. , 
&e., Lisoo.., I~I4, f .. l. 17 ",tIJ.). De 
B_ (Decadas da Asi.., DeCad. ii. 
(I 552}, Liv. vi. chap. i. foL 79; 
Decsd. iii. (IS63), Liv. ii. foL 37), 
giTes both Ta71ar;o.rij and Temuarij, 
RluDusio; in the S6mmario de Regni 
(Primo Vol., &0., Nang. et Viag., 
1550, P. ;361), writes it_,AS Ta",,­
C<irim. Ga~ei& de Om (1563) COD­

versed of it with Ruano (COloquios 
doa simples; e drogos, &0., Goa, 
1'563,J~P> 22-23) as T«na_rim and 
Tcn_n"m. Cesare dei Fedriei 
(1568) descriged it (Viaggio di M. 
G. dei F. nell' India:'Ol'ient., &e., 
Venetia, 1537, p. 94) as 'l'_ri. 
The :E>utehman, Linschoten (ISS1), 
spoke of it' (The Voy. of J. v. L. 
te the East Indies, H&k. Soc., 1885, 
voL i. p. 101 " Jell.) as Tana_ri.a. 
The Englishman, Fitch (I 587), hear-d 
of it probably from M&lays, ,and 

-called it TCfl.<iseri (Haklu:Yt CoUec! 
ti0U, vol. i., 1599, p. 396). In the 
Ain-i-Akbari (1590) it is spoken of 
as Dahndian (Bliickmiuln's ed., Gal­
cutta, 1873. voL i. p' 281). Sir 
James Lancaster (1592) knew of it 
as Tafi(ueri (Voy. of Sir J. L., Hal<. 
Soc., 1817, pp. IS-16). Christoval 
de Jaque (1596-97) spoke of it as 
Tmauri (Arch. des Voy. par H. 
Temaux·Compans [1841-451 t. i. 
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The present Siamese name of Tepasserim. is T(J,naos1,? 
the Malay form. is Tiinahsrt" or TOm.asa1i,3 while the 
Burmese has been rendered as Tenanthari,' Tanndhaiu,5 
Ta-nen-thii-ri,6 and Tanang-siJ,r{'l The Ohinese name 
appears to be Ta-na-ssu-li-sen.8 

In 1686, Tenasserim town appears to have been known 
to the Siamese simply as Tannaw. This name occurs 
in a printed document attached to a petition presented 
in 1689 to the House of Commons by the East India 
Company.1I This document contains the constitution of 
a commission appointed by the Siamese Government for 

p.312). The Arctic mariner, John 
Davia(15~),steeredtowards T"..,.,· 
mil (YO]. anti Works of J. D., 
the Navigator, Hale. Soc., 1880, P. 
154). P. Francesco Fernando, writ­
ing from Benga.l in 1599, spoke of it 
as Tane_ri1Io(Lettera del P. Nicelo 
Piment.., Visitatore «ella Comp. ill 
Giesv' nell' India., Rom .. , 1601, 
p. 43). In DecacIa. xiii (1612-17) 
cIa. Hist. da Indi&, composta por 
An,tonio Bocarro, Acad. Real das 
Sc. «e Lisboa, pt. t, 1876, it is 
mentio>led (p. 13SJ as Tmauanm 
and (p. 1&5) as TaMf"rim. John 
S .... is (1005--9). who knew it well by 
reputation, spoke of it as TentUUTC 
(Purchas his Pilgrims, vol. i., 1625, 
p. 392). Pierre dn Jarrie (1615), 
in his account of the visit ef Selllueira 
(1606) the Jesuit to Sion (Siam), 
(Thesaurus IBdiearum., 1615. t. iii. 
pp. 432-436) wrote of it as TaRlLliarij. 
Got&rdo Arthua (Historia Indi ... 
Orientalis,&e.,p. 329, 1608) describes 
it as T"7lallsarU&. Peter Heylyn 
(MIKPOKO};MO};, A Little De­
scription of the Great W orId, 3rd 
"illt., Oxford, 1626, p. 677) spoke of 
it as T01Iazarin. Tavernier wrote 
it .Denou,erin (L Co, p. 189); he re­
turned from the East Indies in 1669. 
In a document (1664) preserved in 
the Public Record Office, London, 
it is written Derwuse:rree. De La 
Loubere wrote it, as it is now gene­
rally used by our countrymen, viz., 
as Tenauerim; but D. Gio. Francesca 

Gemelli Careri (x69s), (Giro del 
Montio, Napoli, 1699-1700, t. iii. pp. 
358, 359), used Tena~n ... 

1 Dictionarium LingolD Thai ai ve 
Samensis, by D. J. B. Pallegoix. 
Paris, IS54. P. 779- . 

2 A Descriptive Dictionary of the 
Indian IaIan~ and Adjacent Goun­
tries, by Johs Crawford, Esq., 
F.R.S., 1856, p. 429- ' 

3 GlossaryofAnglo-Intii&nWords, 
by Col. H. Yule, C.B.,L:p.D., 
a.nd .A. C. Burnell, Pb..D., C.I.E., 
1886, p. 69 So / 

• Captain R. Lloyd, Journ. A.a. 
Soc. Bengal, vel. vii. pt. ii., 1838, 
p. 1027· . 

5 The Indian Directory, er Direc­
tions fv &iliDg te and fro,m.' the 
East !lidies; by J amea HOl'IIo,{rgh, 
Esq., F .R.8., vol. ii., I'SSS, p. 34. 
footnote. 

S Yule-Burnell Glossary, p. 695. 
7 The V Gyage of Franqois Pjrard 

of Laval to the East Inilles, the 
Maldin •• , the Moluccas and Brazil. 
Eillted by Mr. Albert Gray, as..isted 
by H. O. P. Bell. Ha.klnyt Society, 
vel. ii. part i .. 1888, p. 140 footnete. 

8 George Phillips, Joom. China. 
Branch Royal Asiatic Soc., TOI. xxi. 
(1885), p. 221. 

9 The Answer of the EaW India 
Company te two 'Printed Papers of 
Mr. &mwl White, one entituled Hu 
Gue; the other, A True A_pt &1 
tM PlUsagU at Mergen. 
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tbe administration of tbe province of Tenasserim, which 
in tbose days was about one-half the size o~ the present 
British province, and gives_ t~e official titles of the mem­
bers, two of whOm were Englishmen. The bead of the 
commission was an Oeya (evidently a liiisprint for Ocya), 
and had the title of Ocya Tanna:w, as the town of Tenas­
serim h'ad then the rank of ~a city of the second class, 
and was under tbe jurisdiction of an Ocya.1 This name 
Tannaw, has survived up to recent timElS, for the Tan­
nan. of Horsburgb,2 is unquestionably only a modification 
of it, due either to a clerical, or to a printer's error. 

Tanahsr.i is made up of twO' Malay words, viz., Tlf,nalL, 
c0untry, and sri, prosperity, liberality, beauty, grace, 
glory;:I and in conn~ction with this, it.is noteworthy 
that; si, the terminal syllable of Tanaosi, also mean$ in 
Siamese pretty, beautiful, glorious.' The affix sf, is like­
wise found in Siamese names· 9f some towns, e.g., Phar­
ma-sz, the celebrated city of Benares.5 The similarity of 
the Siamese Tanao· to the Malay Tanah suggests that it 
has possibly a Sanscrit origin like the latter, and a similar 
meaning. 

Duarte Barbosa 6 in speaking of the Island of Ceylon, in 
the beginning of the sixteenth century, said it was. called 
by the Indians Tenarisin, and added "que quer dizer 
terra das delicias." This same expression w~ used by 
Frangois Pyrard of Laval in his account of Ceylon, anu 
Mr. Gray '1 thinks that, in using it, Pyrard was seemingly 
quoting Duarte Barbosa, who, according to 'Mr. Gray, 

1 A New Historical Relation of 
the Kingdom of Siam, by Mgr· De 
La Loubere, p. 80. 

2 Horsburgh, l. c., p. 34-
3 A Dictionary of the Ma.Ia.y Lan­

guage, by Wm. Marsden, F.R.S., 
London, 1812, p. 169. Dietionnaire 
Ma.lais - Franyais, par l'AbM P. 
Fa.vre, t. ii., 1875, p. 748. 

4 Pallegoix, Diet., p. 733: dri in 
Siame"e also means beau.tiful, glori­
fied, &Ie., ibid., p. 740. 

J Pal1egoix, ibid., p. 544. 
a Ramnsio, Primo voL, Delle. 

Navig. et Viag., 1550, P.337- Col­
lecc;ao de N oticias para a. Hist. e 
GeoC. cia.II NayOOs Ultrama.rinas, &e., 
Aead. Real das So., t. iL nnm. vit, 
Lisboa, 1813, Livre de Duarte Bar­
bosa., p. 353· 

7 The Voyage of Fran,<ois Pyrard 
to the East Indies, &Ie., voL it pt. I, 
1888, p. 140. 
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had misused the term in applying. it .to Ceylon. Barbosa; 
however, distinguishes Tenasserim as' Pa~r and Pa'lUi­
farij, words practically identical with Panaseri, the Portu­
guese rendering of the Malay Panaksrl and Piinalu;erf" as 
it is pronounced. 

In Lord Stanley's edition of Duarte Barbosa's work,l 
translated from an early Spanish manuscript preserved at 
Barcelona, "fu:ll of abbreviations, and without punctuation 
or capital letters at the beginning of sentences or for the 
proper names," the foregoing sentence is rendered very dif­
ferently, as it runs thus: "the Indians call it (Ceylon) 
Ylinarim. It is a rich and luxuriant ~nd. . • ." 

Mera-ui, owing to its position and to the safety of its 
.0, 

harbour, still retains a. certain amount of the trade of the 
western coast, and is the only POl't of any note' between 
Moulmein and Penang. 

It is situated in lat. 12" 26' N., and long. 98638' E.,: at 
the mouth of the Tenasserim river, and on an island 
formed by branches of that stream, and to the west of.the 
town lies the beautiful group of high wooded 'islands kn~wll 
as the Mergui Archipelago. .' 

In European literntme, Mergui is first mentioned as 
Meguim, belonging to the kingdom of Siam.s Its Siamese 

1 The Coasts of East Africa aDd 
Malabar in. the beginning of the 
Six·teenth Century, by Duarte Bar­
bosa, edited by the Hon. Henry Stan­
ley. Hakluyt Society, 1866, p. 166. 

, I am indebted to General Walker, 
C.B., and to Sir Charles Bemaird, 
K. c. S. I .• for the latitude and longi­
tude of Mergui. These are shown 
on a chart in the India Office 
entitled "Preliminary Chart of the 
Eastern Frontier Series, Seasons 
1877-78 and 1879-8:z," and giving 
the most recent data of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey of India in 
that district. The station at which 
the above positions were taken was 
the Five Pagoda Hill, Mergui, lIZ 
reet above the harbour. 

I De Barros, D.eead. ill. LW: ii. 
(1563), fol. 37. The following ar-e 
8Omeof·the other modificatklns of this 
name :-Cesare dei Fedrici (1568), 
(Viaggio di M. C. F. nell' India, &0., 
p. 94; Bamwnlll, voL iii., 1006, P. 392 
Uf.) has it Mergi. Pinto (Peri­
grinaqoes, 1614, p. 179), Merguim. 
Van Schouten ca1lsit Mergy (A De­
SCriptilllD of the Government, &0., of 
Siam, Lendon, 1663, p. 124); andVan 
Vliet (Beschr. van het Koningryk 
Siam, &0., p. 40, Leiden, 1692) men· 
tiODS it as Myrghy; De La Lo~re'8 
name for it ia Mer[fU,!/,l. c., p. 8. The 
Englishmen residing at the place 
called it Merge.,. (The Answer of 
the East India Company, &c.); 
while in It book written about tIle 
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name is Mar'(,t,1 and its Burmese Myut 2 or My~,3 pro­
nounced Beit;' but if it has a Malay name,' which it pro­
bably has, it has apparently ·not heen recorded, 

In the documentS in which the constitution of the 
Tenasserim Commission of 1686 is detailed, an Opra is 
mentioned as the lowest member but oue of the commis­
sion, its most subordinate official being the Olvang Oho'­
moung. The first of these offices was helq. by an English­
man, Richard Burneby, and his title was:Opra Harrat, or 
more correctly Opra Martt, i.e., governor of Mergui. In 
those days there were six:' ord~s of cities in Siam,6 and 
those of a lesser grade than cities entitled to Ocyas were 
governed by Opras; and from independent evidence exist­
ing in the Records of the India Office, it is known that 
Richard Burneby, in 1684-87, held a high a,ppointment at 
Mergui under the Siamese Government, and what that 
appointment was, and the Siamese name of Mergui, are 
thus learned directly from the document in question, 
which was translated into English, either at Ayuthia, or at 
Mergui itself. 

The foregoing names of this town may possibly have 
had a Talaing origin; the European form Mergui being a 
corruption of Marlt, with the addition of the Burmese 
word gyi, meaning great, an affix that frequently occurs 
in Burmese names of places. 

There is a cur-ious fact connected with Hartt and Tanao, 
viz., that the two combined form Haritanau, the Malay 
name of Martaban, aecording to Crawford.7 The Siamese 
claim to have possessed Martaban at different periods. It 

same time it' II.ppell.rs' II.S Morgen. 
(A Full and True Relation of tbe 
Grell.t a.nd Wonderful Revolution 
that happened lately in the King­
dom of Siam, London, 1690)_ 

1 Pallegoix's Dictionary, p. 430. 
2 Captain Lloyd, Jonrn. As. Soo. 

Beng" vol. vii. pt. i. p. 1037. 
3 Captain J. Butler's Gazetteer 

of the Mergui District, 1884, p. I. 

4 Horsburgh, I. c., p. 38; Butler, 

z. c., P. 1; Yule-Burnell Glossary, 
P·434· 

5 The Answet of the East India 
Compsn,;, &c. 

6 De La Loubere.l. c., p. 79-
7 Dictionary of Malay, pt. i. vol 

ii. p. II 4. In his Descripti ve Diet. 
of the Indian ISlanqs, &c., 1856, p. 
429, be says, the Malays call Marta­
bap MU1-itanau., 
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is known by them at present as Mo-ta-ma} and to the 
Talaings as Mtft-ta-man., On an inscribed stone at the 
pagoda of Koung Mh~ daw, or Yaza ma-netsoola, near Ava, 
Mouttama or Martaban is mentioned as part of the king­
dom of Yamaniya, Ii section of the Burmese empire at that 
period, 1636-50 A.D.! It would thus appear as if not 
only the Malay, but also the Siamese, Talaing, and Bur­
mese names for Martaban were compounds of the native 
names of Mergui and Tenasserim. 

The capital of Siam throughout more than four centll­
ries was Ayuthia, situated on an island in the river M'e­
Mm, or "mother of the waters:' about sixty. miles from 
the sea, and in lat. 14" 26' N. and long. 100" 40' E; 

In the valuable work of the Heratee Abdur-razzak 3 en­
titled" The Rising of tlu two fortunate Planets (Jupiter and 
Venus) and tke Junction of the two Seas," it is stated'that 
traders from Shahr-i-nao frequented the port of Ormuz in 
the Persian Gulf in the early part oftha fifteenth century. 

In the Malay Annals' a great Raja is mentioned as hav­
ing reigned in Slr..ahr-al-nawi, a term which, in another 
part of the Annals, is said to have been the name by 

1 Pallegoix's Diet., p. «6. 
2 A Narntive of the Mission sent 

by the Governor-General ef India to 
tae Court of Ava in 1855. by Capt. 
Henry Yule, London, 185& Ap­
pendix B., p. 351. Extracted from 
the MS. Journal of Major H. Bur-, 
ney, Resident at Ava, tilat acoom­
pamed a letter dated Sept. 1 I, 1830, 
preserved in the Foreign Office, 
Calcutta.. 

3 Notices et Extraits des Manu_ 
scrits de 1a Bibliotbeque du Roi et 
aut res Bib1iotheques, Publies par 
I'Inst. Roy. de France, faisant suite 
anx Not. et Ext. Ins au Comite 
etabli dans l' Acad. des. Inscrip. et 
BeL Let., t. xiv., Paris, 1843; also, 
The History of India as told 
by its own Historians, by Sir 
H. M.. Elliot, KC.B., edited and 

continued by Prof. John Do~ 
M..R.A.s., voL iv. p. 89 It uq. In 
'tais ka.nala.tiOll there is an Olltirel,. 
different rendering given" to tBis 
parti~ word in Abdur-razzlik's 
text, but Colonel Yule coruiiders 
that M. Quatremere's ren4ering 
fihahr-i-nao or .. New City" in the 
.. Notices et Extr3.its" is preferable 
to Sir H. M.. Elliot's If the ninety 
cities." DowsoD;l. e., p. '514-

4 Malay Annals, trauslated from 
the Malay Language by the late 
Dr. John Leyden, with an Intro­
duction by Sir Thomas StainfPrd 
Ra.ffies, F.R.S., Londen, 1821, p. 73. 
where it occurs as Sha.ker al "natci, 
and at p. 121 as Be"m na1li, and it; 
is stated to h ... ve had "all the re­
gions under the wind dependent 
on it." 
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which Siam was known in ancient times. . Colonel Yule I, 

has directed attention to Mr.,i3ra.ddell's 2 snggestion. that 
the name Skiker-OJ-nawi .. refers to the distinction spoken 
of by La. LouMre between the'Tbai-Yai, an older 'people 
of the race, and tire Thai-Noi, the people known to us 
as Siamese." He, however, considers this less probable 
than th"at Skakr-i-nao simply referred to Siam and its 
capital Ayuthia. He explains 3 the origin ot the ternl tbus : 
-"We have still a city of,Siam, Lopkaburi, anciently a·, 
capital, and the name of which appears to be a Sanskrit. 
or Pali form, Na'IJa-pura, meaufng the same as Sltakr-i-· 
nab (New City); and this indeed may have givelil rise to 
the latter lilame." He also poililts out that this designation 
of Ayuthia, the capital'of Siam, appears among the early 
navigators of the sixteenth century in the modified forms 
Sarna/u, Sornau, and Xarnauz. 

Krempfer' relates that the capital immedia.tely preced­
ing Ayuthia. stood on the site now occupied by Bangkol\: 
For some' reason hr other, the latter site was abandoned, 
and a new city, Ayuthia, was built farther up the -river. 
To it therefol'e the term. Sltakr-i-nao, " New City," might 
be aptly applied. In the lips of Europeans it became 
modified, as w\' have seen, to Sarnau, &c.; bat Western 
nations also knew the capital as SiM, sUm, Siam, Sian, 
and Ciama, all seemingly del'ived fl'C!lm Siyii.m, the Malay 
name of the coun.try, and further modified, for some un~ 
known reason, to . .Anseam and .Asian.s 

The term. Ayuthia,G according to Ta.chal'd,7 is an abbre~ 
viation of the Siamese name of the capital, Oru,nu. si ayu-

1 Yule-Burneil Glassary, p. 001. 
2 J oumallBd. Archipelago, vol. v. 

P·454-
8 The Book of Ser M&rCo Polo, 

2nd edit., 187 S, voL ii p. 260. 
Yule-Burnell Glossary, p. 001 .• 

, The Hiatory of JapaD, &0., &e., 
together-with a Description of the 
Kingdom of Siam, written in High 
Dntch by EngelbertusXlempfer,M.D. 
Translated from his original M~. 

by J. G. Scheuchzer, F.R.S. Lon­
don, 1727, 2.vols. voL i. P.'27. 

6 Yule-Burnell Glossary, pp. 631-
632• 

8 Forthema.nyhigh.8oundingterms 
applied by the Siamese to their capital 
in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, see Satow, in Trans. As. Soc. 
of Japan, voL xiii., 1885. p: lSI. 

7 Voyage de Siam. Paris, 1686, 
P·365· 

B 
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tha ya, (Jrung si 1 signifying the excellent town.' During 
the present century the name of the ci~ has also been 
applied to the kingdom. Thus in the treaty concluded 
at Bangkok, by Captain Burney, on behalf of the British 

'Government, in 1826, the king is spoken of as he who 
dwells over every head in the city of the sacred and great 
kingdom of Si-a-yoo-th8.-ya.3 

Ayuthia, or in the language of the country, .l.j;J,thtkif,ja,' 
is the Siamese rendering of the Sanserit .Atijodhyii" the 
name of the Hindu city of Rama.5 It has been veryvari­
ously modified by foreign nations.' 

Tenasserim was first visited by a Eur.opean about fifty 
years before a sea-way to the .Asiatic continent from 
Europe~ round the south of Africa, had been. discovered. 

1 Aee0l'disg to Pallegeix (Diet. 
Lang. Thai, p. 364), KriJ;"g is the 
C4pital town. The IIo!fiX n is the 
same as the terminal ri iil Ti'l'ltlHi. 

• Documents Illustr&ti"e of the 
Burmese War. Witson. Appenaix, 
p.lxxvii. 

3 In the work. NouYelle G.eogra­
phie Uni"., par Elis~ Reclus, t. viii. 
(1883), p. 831, it is said, "Sillom ou 
Ayuthia ($i.Ago TIuz:!Ja), designee 
maintenant SOWI Ie nGm de Krov.ng· 
kao." Written according to Palle­
~oix, it woaM be KriJ.n[J Ule capital, 
Klio, ancient. 

• Pallegoix's Diet., p. 7. 
• Journal of all Embassy to the 

Courts of Siam and Coohin-China, 
by Joou Crawford, F.R.S. Lolldon, 
1830, 2 vol •. , vol. Ii. p. 139. De­
scripti"e Dict. of the In9ian Islands 
IIond AajaeelltPla<!eB, by John Craw­
ford, F.R.S., 1856, p. 393. 

6 The following are some of the 
principal modifications :­

Vdia.-Commentarios do Grande 
Dalbuquerque, p. 396. 

Hudid.-Barros,Decad. iii. Liv. ii. 
< 1553), folio 35. 

liudia.-Maffeus, J oannes PetruR, 
e Soc. Iesv. Ristoriarum Indicarum, 
libri x vi. }'lorentia, p. 130, E. 

Iltdia.~Pig!lfetta, (1522): Magel. 
lan'.First Voyage Round the World, 
Halt. Soc., 187~ p. 156. 

Julka.-Calendar of State Papers, 
Colonial East Indies, J617-1~2I, 
par. 86. Diary of Richard Cocks. 
Hale. Soc., voL i. (1882), p. -372. 

Jutlis.-Nevens. Jilen Treor.bly­
eynae Onghe1uek, des 008t-Ind. 
Comp. Dienaem m't yaer _ 16;36 ; 
wedervaren, in 't Conineklijeke Hof 
nm SU-, in de Stad,t Judi&, ~r 
de directie 'Yan Qen E. J er,emias Van 
Vliet. (Publisbed .... pa.rt Gf'''Onge­
lackige Voyagie van't Sctiip'Batavillo 
Nae de Ost-hdien:" known as Pel­
saert'. Voyage, I6:z8....29. Amster­
dam, 1647.) :BescBryving van 'bet 
Koaingryk Siam, V&Il Vliet. Lei­
den, 1692, p. I J." 

Juthia.-R.ela.tionde l'Amb&ssade 
de M. Ie Chevalier de COlloUmout a 
1& Cour du Roi de' Sillom. Paris, 
1687, p. 61. Pallegoix, Description 
du Royaume Thai ou SiIIom, t. ii. 
Paris, 1854- t. i. p. ,54 et .eq. 
Odiaa.-Pinto, l. c .• folio 232-
Odia.-Pigafetta, Primo voL delle 

Navig. et Via,g. Ramasio (1550), 
p. 396. Barros, Decad. ii. Liv. vi., 
fol. So. 

~·daya . .,...Malay Annals, p. 15. 
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For centuries prior to that great even1;, the trade of 
India "was supposed to ~e elevated feeble states into 
great ones; and to have constituted_an enviable pa.r~ in 
the fortune of the most opulent and powerful: to have 
contributed largely to support the Greeian monarchies 
both in Syria and Egypt; to have retarded the downfall 
of CClnstantinople; and to have raised the small and 
obscure republic of Venice to the rank:. and influence of 
the most potent kingdoms." 1 

It was Nicolo di Conti, a native of the last-mentioned 
state, who seems to have been the first European to visit; 
the province of Tenasserim. About four hundred and 
fi£ty yeus ago he returned to. his native land, after having 
wandered for twenty-five yelU'S over the East. 'Many a 
strange adventure had been his, and, on one occasion, it 
was only by abjuring his religion that he saved the lives 
of his wife and children. To this painful incident in his 
career we are indebted for the record of his travels. On 
returning to Italy, about the year 1444, his denial of the 
Christian faith so troubled his conscience, that he applied 
to Pope Eugenius the Fourth for absolution. The penance 
enjoined on Di Conti by his Holiness was tha.t he should 
faithfully relate his travels to his secretary, Poggius.2 

Oil going back to India from a voyage to thee islalld of 
Sumatra, he prooeeded to Thenasserim (Tenasserim), where 
he atrived after a stormy voyage of suteell .days. He 
describes the town as situated at the mouth of It river of 
the same llame. From the position thus assignee! to Tellas­
serim, it is evident t~at the l;Ieaport at which his vessel. 
called was not Tenasserim, but Mergui; for the former is 

1 Mill's Rist. of ladia (Wihion's 
ed.), vol. i. 1840, p. 4-

1I Poggii Bra.cciolini Florentini 
Ristorim de Varietate Fortuwe, 
Libri quatuor. ex :MS. C.ooice 
Bibli{)thecm Ottoboniane nune pri. 
mum' editi, et notis illustrati a Do­
minico Goorgio ,Accedunt ejusd. 
Poggii Epistole lvii., qwe nun­
quam antea. prodierunt. Omnia. 

Joanne Oliva Rhodigino vulgata.. 
Paris, 1723. Ramusi{), Delle Na.vig. 
etYiJlg. Primovol.etterzaed. 1563, 
p. 339- Purchas his Pilgrims, vol. 
v. (1626), p. 408 et 8eq. Die Kennt­
niss Indiens im funfzehnten Jahr­
huDderte von Dr. Friedrich Kunst­
manns. Munchen, 1863. p. 40. 
India ip. the Fifteenth Century, 
Hakluyt Soc., 1857. 
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sItuated thirty-seven miles up the river to the south-east 
of the latter, and is not at the mouth of the river. It 
was, however, pointed out two hundred years ago,l that 
occasionally Mergui was erroneously called Tenasserlm, a 
mistake into which Nicolo di Conti fell. In his time, the 
'route across the peninsula to the opposite coast on the 
Gulf of Siam doubtless existed;. and as Tenasserim was 
the western terminus of that route, the subordinate sea­
port might well pass by the name of the larger and more 
important town, the designation of which was that also of 
the district and of the river. 

Nicolo di Conti, on his visit to Mergui, was so struck by 
the nUll ber of elephants, that he especially mentions them 
as one of the features of the country. Two hundred years 
ago, these animals were so numerous in the province of 
Tenasserim that they were largely exported to the coast 
of Coromandel and to Bengal, as is learned from records 
in the India Office.2 Conti also mentions sappan-wood 
(Caw,lptnia sappan) as one of the products of the country. 

1 Histoire N aturelle et Politique 
du Royaume de Siam, &c. Nicholas 
Gervaise. Pari8, 1688, p. 14. 

2 The following notices of ships 
with elephants arriving at the port 
of Masulipatam, from Tenasserim 
alone, are talten from the Diary and 
Consultation:600k of that factory:-

Aprll2S, 1680.-A ship with elephants. 
}{ay 3. ,680.-A ship with ,6 elephants. 
.April 21, .681.-A ship with '3 elephants. 
Feb. 2', ,68 .. -A ship with '5 elephants. 
Feb. 22, ,682 -A ship with '5 elephants. 
Feb. 22, x68z.-A ship with 'It elephants. 
Aprll20. ,682.-A ship with 6 elephants. 
April 22, ,682.-A ship with ~ elephants. 
llarch,68+-Twoshipswith46elephants. 
.Aprll,68+-A ship with .2 elephants. 
April 168+-A ship with 20 elephants. 

But according to Gemelli Careri 
(Giro del Mondo, t. iii. pp. 358-359, 
and Churchill's Voyages, vol. iv. p. 
284), Tenasserim was .. great mart 
for elephants at the end of the 
seventeenth century. He went from 
a.,a to Malacca in 1695. He says, 
".All the country of Malacc", Cam­
bay", Siam, Ci=pa,: Cocincinna, 

and Tunckin abounds in elephimts, 
of which the Siamese paI:ticularly 
make a great trade, carrying them 
by land to the opposite coast and 
port of Tenazarin, belonging to the 
king of Siam, near the Gulf of 
Bengala, where merchant,. buy to 
transport them by sea. into the dOmi­
nioDs of Mahometan princes." 

Not only elephants, but-al~o borses 
were exported from Acheen. In Netas 
and Extracts from the Government 
Records in Fort St. Geo~e (1670-
1681), pta ii. p. 9, among .. number 
of horses bought at Fort St. George 
in 1679 occurs "one Atchein" at 
20 pagodas, but "one old Tnrky" 
cost 40 pagodas. The king of 
Acheen used to be d"scribed in 
official documents as "a king upon 
whom God has bestowed ••. many 
thoU8&nd horses for war; the choicest 
stone·hones of .Arabia, Twr!cy, Gatti, 
and Balaclci." Beschr. der Oat-Ind. 
Kusten Malabar und Coromandel. 
&0., P. Baldreus, Amsterdam, 1672, 
p. 23-
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So recently as i835 a considetable tra4e -in sappan-wood 
was carri~d on by native b~ats between-Mergui and Dacca; 
but in an official return of the exports from Mergui lor. 
1883~4, no mention is made of this wood. Nicolo di 
Conti's visit to Mergui took place between 1425 and 1430. 

The next mention of Tenasserim occurs in the travels of 
Abdur-razzak,l known as the Samatkandi, from his 10iIg 
residence in that city, but a native of Hdrat, born in 1413, 
and who was selected by Shah Rok, in 1442, to proceed on 
an important mission to the king or Raja of Vijayanagar. 
In his description of the seaport of Ormuz, at the entrance 
to the Persian Gulf, 'Tenaseri (Tenasserim) is mentioned 
by name as one of· the countries, among many, the in­
habitants of which were to be seen at that once ~am.Qus 
entI-epat of commerce. 

In 1497, Vasco da Gama's great exploit had been accom­
plished. He had rounded the Cape of Good Hope, an 
event which, in its far· reaching consequences, was destined 
to rev:olutionise the political, commercial, and social history 
af every Asiatic nation. After its accomplishment,' the seas 
washing' the shares of the coast of Asia and of its islands 
beeMlle the highway of fleets of merchantmen armed for 
defence, and nat unfrequently for afi'ence, all eagerly press­
ing farward in search of the wealth of the Orient, and in 
quest a·f suitable localities in which to dispose af their 
goods alld to serve as centres of trade. Vasco,da Gama's 
voyages brought back some informatian about Tenatiserim, 
and, aecording to a contemporaneous manuscript pl'eserved 
in the Publi(!l Library at OpOrto,2" Tena~ar was peopled 
by Christians, and the king was also a Chl'istian;" and it 
continues, "In this land is much brassyll, which makes a 
fine vermilIon, as good as the grain, and it costs here three 
cruzados a bahar, whilst in Quayro (Cairo) it costs sixty; 

1 Notices at Ext1"'its del MSS. 
de laBiblioth. du Roi, &c. Paris: 
18430 p. 429. 

" Rotel"w Da Viagem Que em 
Descobrimento da India Pelo Cabo 

da Boa Esperan<;& fez Dom Vasco 
Da Gama, em 1497. Porto, 1838. 
(Segundo um Msnuscripto coetaneo 
existan~ ne Bibliotheca Publica 
Portuense, &O.), p. no. 
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also there is here aloes-wood, but not·mucb."l It is highly 
improbable tbat Tenasserim was so Ohristian as to entitle 
it to be described as "peopled by Christians," but it is 
possible that the Ohristianity then exi~ting on the coast 
of Ooromandel may, to a certain extent, have made its 
influence felt at Mergui in those early times, when the 
traffic between the two coasts was at its height. It may,. 
however, have been that the Portuguese, recognising a simi­
lal'ity between the Buddhist ritual and that of the Romish 
Ohurch, concluded that the inhabitants were Ohristians. 

Eagle-wood, or wood-aloes, at the present time is ob­
tained by the Malay and Ohinese merchants at Mergui 
fraID th~ islancils of the Archipelago, where it is collected 
by the Salunga,S who barter it for their pressing :wants, 
chiefly rice, salt, and cloth. 

The po:tt.uguese Government, in 1501, in consequence of 
the cl1aBCe discovery of Brazil by Oabr~ in the previous 
year, dispatched from Lisbon an expedition to discover a 
western passage to the Spice Islands, variously known as 
Meleha., Melaeca, Malaecha.s The Florentine, Amerigo 
Vespucei, regarding whose veracity very different opinions 
have been held by those who have investiga.ted his claims 
to have· made fbur voyages of discovery, enter~d the ser­
vice of Dom Manuel of Portugal, and took part in this new 
expedition to the" Land of Panots" (Brazil): and probably 
accompanied it in some suoorclinate capacity. It sailed in 

1 Yule-Burnell Glossary, pp.695, 
696. 

2 The Selungs are a timid people 
. inhabiting the Archipelago. They 
are aea-gypsies, living in their boats 
dlu'ing the north-east monsoon, and 
in little huts perched on stakes in 
the sandy bays, during the south­
west monsoou. Each family possesses 
a boat, and generally more than one 
dog for hunting the wild pig. While 
not engaged collecting the products 
of the sea, and preparing them for the 
Chinese traders who visit the islands, 
the S..Jungs devote their time to 
searching the forests in quest of 

homey and wax, and for the nest of the 
bee, Trig_ l<wicep.. They belong 
to the MAlay race, but crurer from 
the typical Malay; and Dr. Boat in­
forma me that a vocabulary. of the 
language sbo'1f8 that it is a diatin~t 
Malayan language, and not a dialect. 
General Horace.A. Browne alao in­
forms me that it has not been per­
ceptibly influenced by oon~ with 
the Burmese-llpeaking popnlaQon of 
the adjoining'coast. 

S Narrative and Critical History 
of .America: 2 vola. London, 1886. 
By Justin Winsor. Vol ii. P. 150., 
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the first instance to the Cape de Verde Islands, and while 
there it met with Cabral's vessels on their return voyage 
from the coast of Malabar~ The informatiou'Vespucci' col­
lected from them, while at Cape de Verde Islands, he com­
municated to I..orenzo di Pier Francisco dei Medici in a 
letter dated the 5th June, 1501.1 In this letter he men­
tions some places with which the Portuguese traded, and 
among them Tanaser. 

In the discovery of the way to India round the Cape of 
Good Hope, the Venetian Republic saw a dist4tct danger 
to its maritime supremacy; cand in order that it might 
know what was being done by the Partuguese in their 
voyages ta 'the East, and benefit by their experience, 
Leonarda Da Ca' Masser2 was sent ta Lisbon for two 
years, where he lived at the peril of his life, to observe and 
accurately record what might be of use to the Republic. 
His account begins with Vasco da Gama's vayage round 
the Cape, in 1497, the ninth and last voyage enumerated 
being that of Tristan de Acunha, who left Portugal in 
1506. Among the places of trade in the East enumerated 
under his account of the ninth vayage was Tenasserim; 
He says,S" At Tenazar grows all the verzi (brazil), and it 
costs I t ducats the baar, equal to four kantars. This 
place, though on the coast, is on the mainland. The king 
is a Gentile; and thence come pepper, cinnamon, cloves, 
mace, nutmeg, galanga, camphor that is eaten, and camphor 
that is not eaten. • • • This is indeed the first mart for 
spices in India." 4-

Towards the end of 1502, Ludovico de Varthema, a 
native of Bologna, set out on his travels to the East. After 

1 In the Storia di Milione, pre­
facing the Il Milione di Marco Polo 
by Conte Goo. Batt. Baldelli Boni. 
2 vols. Firenze, 1827, p. lvii., foot­
note: Amerigo Vespucci, son car­
actere, ses ecrits ( ..... ) sa vie et 
ses navigations, &c., par F. A. de 
Vamhagen, Lima, 1865, p. 78. 

• Relazione di Leonardo da Ca' 

Masser alla Serenissima Republica 
di Venezia sopra il Commercio dei 
Portoghesi nell' India dopo 130 seo­
perts del Capo di Buona Speranza." 
Arehiyo Storico Italiano, Append., 
tomo ii. Firenze, 1845, pp. 7-51. 

3 !bid., po 28. . 
« Yule's Glossary, p. 6¢. 
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an absence of nearly eight years he returned to Italy, and 
published his itinerary at Rome.l In it he professed to 
have visited Tenasserim, which he describes as "Tarnas­
sari,2 situated near to the sea;" and" it is a level place and 
well watered, and has a good port, that is a river on the 

'side towards the north." Tenasserim, as already said, lies 
about thirty-seven miles inland from Mergui, i.e., from the 
sea; and Mason 3 in his "Burma" describes its position as 
follows :-" Forty' miles through. a labyrinth of thickly 
wooded islets, that seem fresh from the womb of unculti­
vated nature, the voyageur comes suddenly at the head of 
the delta to a crescent of precipitous mountains skirted 
by the river at its base, and on the crest of a low ridge of 
hills on the opposite shore, which lies across the, bend like 
an arrow on the bow, are seen the dilapidated battlements 
of the old city of Tenasserim." Captain R. Lloyd, writing 
in 1838,4 says that at Zediwon, about eleven miles east 
from Mergui,5 "the features of the country begin to change 
from a low mangrove land to one of moderate elevation," 
but beyond this, in the direction of Tenasserim, ":the 
country becomes mountainous to the very edge of the 
river," but, here and there, there are spots of level grouncl 
occupied by small villages. He describes the town as 
situated where the river divicles into two branches, the 
Great ancl Little Tenasserim, opposite to the point of Con­
fluence and on the left bank of the latter." Ancl ,in the 
" Gazetteer of Burma" 6 it is said to stand on a rock, " and 
upon the sides and lower slopes of an irregular hill about 
200 feet high, the surrounding country being a mass of 
small hills covered with dense forest." One of these so-, 

1 Itinerario de Ludouico Var­
thema Bolognese nella Egypto, nella 
SUITia, nella Arabia deserta &. felice, 
nella Persia, nella India, &. nella 
Ethopia. La fede, el riuere, &. cos­
tumi de tutte Ie prefate Prouincie 
con Gratia &. Priuilegio infra notato. 
4to. Stampato in Roma, M.D.X. 

2 Varthema, Libro tertio della 

India, folio lxvi-Ixx. 
3 Loc. cit., p. 5. 
4 J oum. As. Soc., vol. vii. pt. ii. 

(1838), p. 1028. 
5 Preliminary Chart of th~ Fron­

tier Series. Great Trigonometrical 
Survey of India, Season 1877-78 
and 1879-82. 

6 VoL ii p. 707. 
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called hills, however, is a mountain 2414' feet high.1 Var­
thema's description of the position of· TatnassiLri, therefore, 
in no way agrees with the site of the <>,.ld city. According 
to him, Tarnassari had a good· port, that is a river on the 
side towards the north, the town being situated near to 
the sea, and on the left bank of the stream, whereas the 
present Tenasserim is thirty-seven miles from the sea, and 
the river. flows from the north. If we.: suppose ;Pat he 
used th~ term Tarnassari in the same sense in which Ger­
vaise It says it has been occasionally used, and as> Nicolo di 
Conti used it, and meant the seaport Mergui, his descrip­
tion of the city as a level place, with a river on its side 
tewards the north, is equally inapplicable.' Mergui is 
built on 'and arounEt a small hill I 12 feet high, and is 
situated on the right bank of one of the mouths of the 
Tenasserim river, and faces the sea. The surrounding 
country, moreover, is undulating and hilly, and an island 
about 300 to 400 feet high faces the town, about ha.lf~a­
mile distant from it, and forms the western side of the 
harbour of Mergui; and about five miles in a north­
easterly·direction, with intervening hilly ground, is the 
wooded eminence of Sandawut, 719 feet high, and eight 
Iniles from the town to the east is N atlaingtaung, 887 
feet in height, while still farther on, sixteen InNeS, is the 
Minthantaung, 1053 feet high.s I dwell on these fILets as 
in Dr. Baduer's edition of Varthema's werk 4 these discre-o . 
pancies between Varthema's Tarnassari and the situations 
of Tenasserim and Mergui are not referred to, doubtless 
because Dr. Badger had no practical knewledge of the 
locality. However, as I have v.isited Mer.gui, and have 
gone up the Tenasserim river for some distance .. although 

1 In the Preliminary Chart of the 
G. T. S. Eastern Series, 1879-82, 
the bearings of this peak (Tenas­
serim Peak, No.2) hom Mergui are 
lat. 12- z! 58" and long. 99" I' 6", 
which is practically the position as­
signed to the village of Tenaaserim by 
M'Carthy in his map of Siam. 

2 Histoire Naturelle et Politique 
du Royaume de Siam. Paris, 1688, 
PP·14-15· . 

3 Preliminary Chart, G. T. S. of 
India, Season 1879-82. 

4 Travels of Varthema, Halt. Soc. 
1863-
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not as far as the town of that name"I am in a position to 
state that V arthema's description of Tarnassari is in no 
way applicable to Mergui, and from the evidence I have 
adduced of travellers who have visited Tenasserim town, 
it is apparent that it does not apply to it. But apart from 
'these considerations, there are many other details in his 
description of Tenasserim which conclusively prove that 
Varthema never visited the place, and that, as Colonel 
Yule has said, "this adventurer's account of Tenasserim 
is an imposture." 1 

Duarte Fernandez, who was sent in I 5 I I, from Malacca. 
by Alfonso d'.Albuquerque as an ambassador to the king 
of Siam, sailed direct to the city of Hudia,2 and accord­
ing to Galvano,3 returned accompanied by a Siamese am­
bassador, and "passed ouer land towards 1.he west unto 
the citie of Tan~erim, standing upon the sea on the other 
side in 12 degrees, where they imbarked themselues in 
two ships, and sailed along the coast unto the citie of 
Malacca." This was, in all likelihood, the first occasion 
on which the route from Tenasserim to Ayuthia ,was 
traversed by a European. 

Antonio de Miranda de Azevedo, the secoud envoy sent 
by D'Albuquerque to Ayuthia, had as his companion 
Manuel Frageso, who went to report to D'.Albuquerque 
on all matters, "merchandise, dresses, and customs orthe 
land, and of the latitudes of the harbours." They pro­
ceeded in the first instance by seato Taranque, and thence 
by land with horses and draught-oxen to the city of Siao, 
and on their return they reported that the peninsula was 
very narrow" on that side where the Chinese make their 
navigation," 4 and that from thence it was only ten days' 
journey to the coast of Tenasserim, Trang, and Tavoy. 

1 Yule. Burnell Glossary, p. 
696, 

• Correa, "Lendas da India," in 
the Coll. de Monumentos Ineditos, t. 
ii pt. i Lisboa, 1860, pp. 262-263. 
Commentarios do Grande Afonso 
d'Alboquerque,396. Commentaries 

of D'Albuquerque, Hak. Soc" 1880, 
voL iii pp. 152-155. / 

3 Discoveries of the· World, Hak. 
luyt Soc., 1862, p. HZ. 

• Commentarios, p. 399. Com. 
mentaries of D' Albuquerque, Halt. 
Soc., voL ill. pp. ~6-1S9-
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Crawford 1 enumerates three routes across the moun­
tains of the Malayan penin~ula. The first, from Quedda 
to Singora or Songkla; the' second, from Trang to Ligor 
or Lakon; and the third, f.rom Pun-pin,' opposite to 
Junk-Ceylon or Salang, to Xaija.2 The Taranque to 
which the Portuguese ambas~ador proceeded waS the Trang 
of this second route, situated on the coast between the 
islands of Lantar and Telibon.3 There ,was also a fourth 
route from Quedda to Patani, in use by the represeritatives 
of the Dutch East India Company at the latte:r place, at 
the beginning of the seventeenth century. The 'routes 
acroSS'the peninsula. at Tenasserim are not mentioned by 
Crawford. 

With regard to the statement, "on that side where the 
Chinese make their navigation," Groevenevldt 4 relates 
that there is an account in the history of the Liang 
dynasty (502-556) of a place called Tun-sun, on the 
western side of the narrowest part of the Malay peninsula, 
that was the terminus of a trade route across it from the 
east, and along which the commerce of India and China 
was carried in those days, to escape the journey round 
the peninsula. According to this Chines~ account, the 
town was famous for a wine made from a tree. This was 
doubtless the liquor made from Nipa jructicans, for 
which Tenasserim and Mergui were famous, ~nd which 
Teixeira 5 said exceeded all other in goodness. 

1 Embassy to Siam, voL ii. p. IS4-
2 In a foetnote to Harris's JOIH"­

ney {ram Liger to Bangkok, it is 
mentioned that "much trade and 
intercourse pass through the Banden 
River, and thence by means of ele­
phants between Ch.'haiya and PhOO'Tlr 
[J<1., a to--n eitul1.ted on th~ Bay of 
Bengal, on the continent to the 
north of Junk,Ceylon; the tin and 
other produce of which islands, 
whenever required, are conveyed by 
this route to Bankek" (p. 8). 

3 Captain James Low, who went 
in 1824 on a political mission to the 
Raja of Ligor in Siam, did not 

proceed to Ligor itself, but received 
the enveys of the chief of Ligor at 
Trang. The chief village at that 
time was Khoan Tan~, and from it 
Ligor could be reached in seven 
stages. Tigers abounded on the 
route. Journ • .As. Soc. Beng., vol. 
vii pt. ii, 1838, p. 588. 

4 Verhandl. vau het Bataviaasch 
Genootsehap van Kunsten en We­
tensehappen, 1877,DeeLxxxix. P.I 19-

• RelaeionesP. P. T. de los Reyes 
de Persia, de los Reyes de Harmuz, 
y de un Viage dende 1a India Ori­
ental hasta ltalia por terra. En 
Amberes, 1610, t.' i. p. 17. 
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Harris 1 mentions that the Siamese call the pOrtion of 
the main mountain range of the peninsula to the east of 
Mergui, Samroiyot, or the c. three (sam) hundred (rO'/.) 
peaks (jot)," a name which appears in Pallegoix's map as 
Samroijot.'J. At KIu, where these mountains approach 
the sea, there are a number of rocky islands, mentioned 
by Krempfer as Samajotn, and at this point of the coast, 
which reminded him of Sweden, a pass crosses the 
mountains to Tenasserim, and apparently at a low alti­
tude.3 At the base of these mountains, on the Gulf of 
Siam, there is a village also called SamroijOt, where a 
vessel, in which Harris was, stopped to take in water. 
To this village, or to IDu, all junks bound to China or 
Co chin-China steer, in order to take in good water before 
they strike aue east across the Gulf of Siam. As the 
distance frem. 13angkek to IDa. is only abeut 140 miles, 
ana as the junks were not in a condition to proceed on 
their voyages to the east, until they had taken in water 
from the mouutain-streams of Samroijot, they may be s~d 
to have begun their navigation from that point. ' 

Another of D'Albuquer<iue's envoys, Ruy Nunez Da 
Cl11lha, who haa been sent on an embassy to Pegn, sailed 
from Ma.lacea in a junk, and among one of the cities at 
which the vessel called was Tenasserim.4 

A Florentine, Giovanni di Niccola, called Da Empoli, a 
worthy ana famous merchant ana a man of ·many virt~s, 
visited the Straits of Ma.lacca, in IS II, and, while ashore 
at Peclir, whither he had been sent by Alfonse D'.Albu­
querque, at the danger of his life, he leamed from the in­
habitants that ships of Tanazza:r traded with that port; 
and again in 1514, that Tanazza:ri and Sarnau I> (Ayuthia) 

1 Op. cit. 
2 In a footnote to Harris's journey, 

by the unknown editor, these moun­
tainB are said to be the Pensela of 
Port1ilguese maps. 

3 In M'Carthy's map, a pass 750 
feet high is indicated at the above 
locality. 

. • CoIL of Voyages and Travela 
(Thomas Osborne). London, L745, 
vol ii. p. 378. Gabano's Dis­
coveries of the World, HaJt; Soc .• 
1862, p.,114-

a .. Lettera di Giovanni da Em­
poli a Leonardo suo Padre intorno 
al Visggio da lni fatto a Malac:ca. 
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produced all the finest benzoin; storax, and lac better than 
that o.f Martaman 1 (Marta~). 

In 1516 Duarte Coelho Z was sent to 4yuthia with letters 
and presents from the governor of Malacca to the king 
of Siam, in the hope that, by a. new alliance with Siam, 
Malacca might be repeopled, and the trading profits of the 
Mohammedans ruined. He was well received at ·.A.yuthia, 
a.nd after the letter and presents had bee~ presented, the 
alliance that ha.d been concllleed with D' Albnquerque 
some years before was renewed; and as evidence of this, 
Coelho, w.ith the sanction of the king, erected a wooden 
crucifix in a prominent pIRes in tas city, with the a.rms of 
Portugal carved, Of painted on it. 

The next traveller _ to mention Tenasserim, among the 
more prominent describers af the place, was Duarte Bar­
bosa.,s a oousin of Magellan's. He spent some years at 
the beginning of the sixteentB century in Eastern seas. 
He mentions that in his time ships of the enterpris­
ing mel'chants of Tenasserim. were to be seen at Cape. 
-Gllardafui and at Ravel, md tha.t the merchants of 
Bengal sent large junks to that port. He says, '~from 
the kingdGm of Peign as far as a city which has a seaport, 
and is named Tanasery, there are a hundred leagues. 
In this city there are many :MoGmh a.nd Gentile mer­
chants, who deal in. all sorts of goods, and own ships 
with which they navigate to Bengal, Malaca., ,an.d other 
parts. In the inland parts of this kingdom there grows 
much good benjny, which is a resin. of trees which the 
Moors call1uban javi,4. and it is of two kinds, that is to 
say, one which does nat smell-except in the fire, an.d the 

e frammenti di Altere Lettere del 
Medesimo aggiimtavi La Vita di esso 
Giovanni scritta Da Girolamo cIa 
Empoli suo zio." Arch. Starico. ltaL 
Append. t. iii Firenze, 1846, po 
80. 

1 Ibid., p. 54-
! De Barros, Decad. iiL, Liv. ii, 

folio 35-36. Hist. Ind. Orient. 
Art.hus.. 1608, p. 25J. Rist. des 

Ind. Orient. et Occid., par 1'. J. P. 
Maffei. Pms, 166S, po 273. 

3 Ramusio, Primo VoL ISSO, p. 
317. Lino Duarte Barbosa, No. 
vii. col. de Noticiaa, -&0. t. II. 
Description of the Coasts of Easli 
.Africa and MalAbari by Duarte Bar­
boaa, Halt.. Soc., 1866, po 188. 
"~a.n. ie., Java Frankin­

cense, Yule-Bumell Glossary, p. 6~ 
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other of much scent, of which the genuine storax is made 
in the Levant, before extracting from it the oil, whichjn the 
Levant is extracted from it. And many ships of Moors and 
from other parts congregate at this port of Tanasary, a.nd 
bring them copper, quicksilver, vermilion, scarlet cloth, 
silks, coloured velvets from Mekkah, saffron, coral wrought 
and in strings,l rose-water from Mekkah in little bottles of 
tinned copper, and it is sold by weight with the bottle; 
opium, Cambay stuffs, and all these goods fetch a. high 
price at this place." 

He also records that the town of Ravel in Surat 
traded with Tenasserim in all sorts of spices. drugs, silks, 
musk, benzoin, and porcelain. 

In the" Sommario de Regni, Citta et Fopoli Orientale," 
it is stated by Ramusio 2. that the Siamese on the Tena­
C}arim side traded with Pacem, Pecfu, Quedda, P.egu, Bengal, 
and Gujarat. The provin.ce was governed by a viceroy, 
who was perpetual captain or hereditary. governor, lord 
of many peoples, and of a country abounding in all kinds 
of provisions, a reputation which Mergui long enjoyed, and 
still has. 

Faria y Sousa 3 r-elates that when Don StefanQ da Gama, 
son of Vasco do. Gama, was governar of Goa, a fl~et of 
three P0rtuguese ships, manned by eighty men, went in 
search of an island of gold supposed to emt on the eastern 
side of the Bay of Bengal, a fable which, so far as Euro­
pean nations were concerned, may have arisen from Nicolo 
di Conti's statement tha~ .A-nd€L71UU"'ia, (the Annaman 
Islands) meant the Island of Gold.' . 

Sailing to the fabulous isla.nd, the report regarding which 
it is quite possible they may have used as a blind to the 

1 This was doubtless red coral, 
which is much prized in the East; 
but a coral of the genus Antipathu, 
yielding the black coral, abounds 
in the Mergui Archipelago, and is 
exported from Mergui to Rangoon, 
&c., where it is used to make Bud­
<!hist rosaries, in the s:lIIle W$ y that 

auother Antipatha found in the 
Red Sea is used for Ma.hommedan 
rosa.rie~ / 

, Ramusio, primo·voL, 155Q,P. 361. 
3 The Portuguese Asia, 3 vola., 

1695. VoL ii. p. 29. 
, This myth expired very slowly, 

and existed down to the end of the. 
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real object of their expedition, the crews of the three 
ships were no sooner in Ten!18serim waters: which until 
recent years had long been 'a favourite resort of pirates, 
owing to the hiding-places afforded by the numerous 
islands, threw off the mask and became a scourge to the 
commerce of the entire coast" finding the gold of which 
they were in quest in the holds of the vessels they 
pluudered, and in the pockets of the 9rews they fre­
quently massacreo. These were doubtles~ the pirates of 
whom Pinto heard, in January, 1545, on his, way to 
Martaban, and who had then four well-rigged joists 
with .which they had so effectually stopped all trade, 
that the custom-houses at Tenasserim, Mergui, and other 
ports, became so impoverished that representations were 
made to the king of Siam to put a stop to the intolerable 
mischief.! 

In a Turkish work on navigation in the Indian Seas, 
written in Arabic by Sidi-ali Kapudan (captain of the 
fleet of Sultan Sulaiman, the legislator of the Red Sea), 
who was cast ashore in India in a severe storm,Tanas­
sari is frequently mentioned in descriptions of the mOll­

soons.2 

Cesare dei Fedrici,3 the Venetian traveller, to whom the 

seventeenth century. Dr. Careri's 
(Giro del Mondo, t. iii. p. 290) notice 
of it is among the last, but he gives 
the English the credit of having 
originated it, but when, he does not 
say. The story related by him was 
that an English ship having been 
driven to take shelter from a storm, 
not in the Andamans, but in the 
Nicobars, to the south of them, a 
native, who had taken some fresh 
water on board the ship, spilt some 
on the anchor, the iron of which was 
turned into gold wherever the water 
had touched it. The crew, after they 
had learned from the native that the 
water came from a well in the island. 
killed him! This report of the gold­
producing quality of the water, Ge-

melli Careri says he had been told on 
high authority, had led the Dutch te 
appropriate the Nicobars towards 
the end of the seveuteenth cen-
tury. 

1 Pinto, Ope cit., fol. 173-174-
2 J oum. As. Soc. Bengal, vol. iii. 

(1834), p. 545, vel. v. (1836), P.44I, 
voL viii. pt. ii. (1839), p. 823; 
translated by Joseph von Hammer, 
Baron Purgestall. See also Geogra­
phie d'Abulfeda, par MM. Rei­
naud et Stanisl ... Guyard, 2 tomes, 
Paris, 1848-83, p. clxvi.; also Jeurn. 
Ghina Branch - Royal As. Soc., voL 
xx. p. 33. , 

3 Viaggio di M. Cesare de i Fed­
rici nell' India Orientale, et oltra 
CIndia: N elqul!lesi contengono COSj> 
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kiDgdom of Siam and its capital were known as' Sian, 
mentions that on one of his voyages between Malacca and 
Pegu (1568), he was told by the pilot of the vessel that 
they were not far from a city called Tenasari, in the king­
dom of Pegu, and Fedrici says that at the time they were 
sailing among many islands and uninhabited rocks. The 
city or town,he states, was known to some of his Portuguese 
fellow-travellers, and he goes OIl to say, .. This citie of 
right belongeth to the kingdom af Si.on, which is situate on 
a great river's side, which commeth out of the kingdom of 
Sion, and where this river rnnneth inw the sea. there is a. 
village called Mergi, in whose harbour every yeere there 
lode some ships with verzina, nipa, and beniamin, a. few 
cloves,. nutmegs, and maces, which come from th~ coast of 
Sion, but the ~eatest merchandise there is verzin and 
nypa, which is an excellent wine." 

Twenty-seven men from the vessel he was in" along 
with himself, left in a boat to visit Mergui; but they lost 
their way, and after pulling along the coast f.or eight days, 
among cauntries uninhabited and desert islands, during 
which they subsisted on a little rice which one of the Dien 
had taken with him and on 144 turtle-eggs, they met; 
on the ninth day, with same fishermen in the Gtl-lf of 
Tavay.l They safely reached the tawn of that name, where 
they expeGted to find their ship, but it had not amve'cl. 
They went in search af it, and found that it had eI,lCoun­
tered oppasing winds, and that the peaple they had left 
on board had been in setious straits for want of water 

diletteu()li de i riti, at de i ooatumi 
de quai paesi, Et insieme ai descriue­
D() Ie spetiarie, droghe, gi()ie, e 
perle, che d' essi si C&uan(). Con 
slcuni suertimenti vtilissimi a quelli, 
che tsJ visggi() v()le.JSero fare. Ve­
netia, 1587. The V()yageand'Trau­
aile ()f M. Cresar Frederick, Mer­
chant ()f Venice, into theEsstIndies, 
the Indies, and bey()nd the Indies. 
_ •• Written at sea in the Hen:ulea 
of Londcm. ce>nUIling from Turltie, 

the 25 March 1588, olit of Italian, 
by T. H. London, 1588. Hakluyt's 
V ()yages, YoL it (1599). Ramusio, 
YoL iii. 1606, &c. 

1 Tav()y, Tavay, or Tavsi, is a 
IGCsI name having a wide distribu­
tioo in Polynesia, &8 islands 14' this 
name ooeur in New zesls,nd and 
the Hawaiian group. J. R. LGgau, 
Journ. Ind. Arch., etc., vol it p. 
481,/ootnok. 
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and food, as Fedrici and his party had;carried oft' the 
only boat. 

In the" Lusiads" of Camoens, written-between: 1 5 53-69. 
Tenasserim is mentioned as pa~ of Siam.! 

Linschoten,2 who resided at Goa from September 1583 
until the end of 1588, in his account of the lands of Arakan. 
Pegn, and Siam, describes the town of Maltaban as the 
besrlnnin~ of Siam.. He comnares the conformation 01 the o 0 r 
Malay peninsula to an arm, which in the broadest place 
is from, the one coast unto th~ other fifty miles, and in 
some plaees ten miles, fC that is, where, the towne of Tanas­
sanen lyeth." He then touches on its political history; 
and gives a more detailed account of the position of Tenas­
serim as follows :-" From Martavan II coasting the shore 
southwardes (are) 00. myles, and then 30. myles Southeast 
and by East: Betweene two Islandes the coast runneth 
inwards like a bow, wherein lyeth the town of Tanassarien, 
under 1 I. degrees from this Towne as (1) said before, are 
but 10. miles over by lande to the other side of the 
Coast: . . . The Pomngalles have great traffique uato this 
towne of 1'anassarien, and thether commeth great (s~re of) 
merchandise out of Pegu aad Sian, for it is li,.ke a staple. 
Likewise there is much Wine br.ought thether" which is 
made of Cocus or Indian Huttes,' and is called Hype de 
Tanassaria, that is ACiua-composita of Tanassaria. ,foJ! tl:l~t 
it is distilled water that proeeedetll from the ;£ndian nuts . 

. and of it selfe hath the strength and vert~ethat QUI' _<\.qua­
eomposita hath~ and is there called Nype: Although they 
still Hype in divers places of India,s)?eeially in Goa? yet 
is this of Tanassaria more esteemed, and it is better, which 
is carried into all places (of India) in great pottes 'of Mar­
tavan : 5 The women of India are very desirous thereof, 

1 Os Lnsia.das. Englished by 
Burton (1880), vol. ii p. 404, canto 
x. stanza. 125. 

, The Voyage of John Huygben 
van Linschoteo to the East Indies. 
2 voJs.. IIa.k. Soc., 188,5. vol i. p. 101. 

3 Ibid., p. 103. 
, Not the cocoa-~nt, bl,lt h'ipa 

jruoticam, as is well-known.' 
5 Yule says (Yule-Burnell Glos­

sary, P.428), "This name was given, 
to vessels of a ,peculiar pottery, of 

c 
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although for modesties sake before men they will not 
drinke it, but secretly (by themselves) they doe .make good 
cheare (and gossoppe) therewith. Tanassaria is a kingdom 
of it selfe, and in time past under the s~biection of Sian." 

According to Linschoten, the eastern sea-board of the, 
Bay of Bengal had lying along it " Aracan, Pegn, and Sian," 
and the inhabitants are described as .. in forme, mannerf 

and visage, mnch like those of China, onely one difference 
they have, (which is) that they are somewhat whiter than 
the Bengalon, and somewhat browner then the men of 
Ohina.;" and he adds, «The pictures of the Peguan is 
to be seene by the :figures of the Indians, among Saint 
Thomas Christians." 

In his description of the coast of Coromandel and the 
kingdom of N arsingha. he says that .. from these caastes 
(Col1omandeI, &c.) they use great trafique into Bengala, 
Pegu, Sian, and Malacca, that is to s~y, to the 'opposite 
coast of the bay." 

In reading the .description of Linschoten, one is aston­
ished at the accmacy of his information, and at theiclear 
conception he had formed of the generu characteristks, of 
CQuntries he had never visited. He must have very car-e­
fully sifted the various accounts accessible to him, and 
exel1Cised a painstaking sel.ection in those communicated 
tQ him by the travellers, native and Portuguese. hi'J met -
at Goa. He speaks of deriving his information nat only 
«by the daily trafficking of the Portinga.lles out of b.dia: -
but also fl10m the Peguans themselves, "whereof many 
dwell in India, some of them being Christians." 

From the way in which Linschoten speaks of the 
narrowness of the peninsula. at Tenasserim, in connection 
with the trade of Siam, and his statement that great store 
of merchandise reached Tenasserim from Siam, it would 
appear that the route across the peninsula was, in h~ time. 

very large size, and glazed, which from Martaban. They were some­
were famous all over the East for times called Pegujar •• " 
many centuries, and were imported 


