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Public spaces are designed. They don’t just happen: they are formed through a considered process of planning, survey, analysis, design and implementation.

This book will give you an insight into some such spaces in the UK.

Chosen from a number of projects throughout Britain which were recognized for their special qualities, the 31 spaces in this book were selected from a shortlist of awards over the past 10 years. These are the combined work of design professionals including architects, planners, landscape architects, urban designers, artists and engineers.

There are many awarding authorities throughout Britain now, but we chose the following National Awards as being the most relevant to the designed environment:


The Landscape Institute Awards

The Civic Trust Awards

The Royal Town Planning Institute Awards



These awards are described on the following pages.

For each space, we have aimed to give you an idea of its type and character, where it is or how to get there, a brief description and why it won the award, with some comments from ourselves on our thoughts and feelings about the design. An abridged version has been provided with regard to the judges’ reasons for making the award.

Our tour of Britain was interesting and rewarding but we soon realized that not all well designed spaces won awards. The award winning spaces depended very much on a client or designer initially submitting the place for an award. There are a vast number of projects throughout the UK where good design has not been recognized through a formal, national award and have therefore not been included in this book.

There again, there were award winning spaces which we visited but chose not to include in this book due to the fact that they looked unmaintained, or were suffering from damage or vandalism or we considered them not to be up to a standard that we would aspire to.

In just 31 examples chosen, one can experience huge variations in the design, use of materials and context of the spaces. It was refreshing to see the use of water in so many places, something that adds focus and fun to a space. Also

the use of soft materials in city centres and urban squares brought a brightness and interest to the urban environment, particularly the use of grass and herbaceous material. Spaces do not exist on their own, the success of a space depends on the context, the surrounding buildings or environment and the people using it. It requires to exist as an entity in its own right as well as fitting in with the surroundings, it requires an energy and a concept that is easily translatable by those using it.


The National Awards



The Landscape Institute Awards

The Landscape Institute promotes the highest standards in the practice of landscape architecture and management.
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