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General Introduction

The Italian madrigal was the predominant form of secular vocal music during the sixteenth century. It occupied a central role in the output of nearly every major composer of the period, and enjoyed a popularity among composers and musicians, amateurs as well as professionals, that was unprecedented in the history of music. In fact, during the period from c. 1530 to 1630, more than 30,000 madrigals appeared in print, some in anthologies, but most in books devoted to the works of a single composer.

Whatever grasp we have of this enormous repertory is largely due to Alfred Einstein. In his monumental study, The Italian Madrigal (Princeton, 1949), published just three years before his death in 1952, Einstein identified the major composers and described the development of the genre from decade to decade and from place to place.
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