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Love and its Vicissitudes

In Love and its Vicissitudes André Green and Gregorio Kohon draw on their extensive
clinical experience to produce an insightful contribution to the psychoanalytic
understanding of love.

In Part I, To love or not to love—Eros and Eris, André Green addresses some
important questions: What is essential to love in life? What, in the psychoanalytic
method, is related to it? Should we understand love by referring to its earliest and most
primitive roots? Or should we take as our starting point the experience of the adult? He
argues that while science has made no contribution to our understanding of love, art,
literature and especially poetry are the best introduction to it. In Part Il, Love in a time of
madness, Gregorio Kohon provides a detailed clinical study of an individual suffering a
psychotic breakdown. He describes how the exclusive as well as the intense lasting
dependence to a primary carer create the conditions for a ‘normal madness’ to develop.
This is not only at the source of later psychatic states and the perversions but also at the
origin of all forms of love, as demonstrated in its re-appearance in the situation of
transference.

Love and its Vicissitudes moves beyond conventional psychoanalytic discourse to
provide a stimulating and revealing reflection on the place of love in psychoanalytic
theory and practice.

André Green is a Training Analyst and Past President of the Paris Psychoanalytic
Society, and an Honorary Member of the British Psychoanalytical Society. A prolific
writer, his books include The Fabric of Affect in the Psychoanalytic Discourse and Key
Ideas for a Contemporary Psychoanalysis.

Gregorio Kohon is a Training Analyst of the British Psychoanalytical Society. He has
published and edited a number of books, including The Dead Mother: The Work of André
Green.
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Foreword

Love and its Vicissitudes is a scholarly and courageous revisiting of a subject that lies at
the heart of some of the most exalted and debased dimensions of human experience. The
book is an ambitious undertaking. As Green boldly and rightly says, the title is one “that
can summarise the history of psychoanalysis’ (p. 9)—a claim that is borne out as these
pages unfold. Yet this duo of monographs also moves beyond conventional
psychoanalytic discourse and into new territories which defy tidy conceptualisation in
any narrowly defined psychoanalytic terms. In each part, one finds oneself fully engaged
not only with ‘the wreath’d trellis of a working brain’ (Keats, Ode to Psyche, 1.60), with
two minds concentrating intently and brilliantly on their subject. One is also engaged
(and very distinctively so) with two men for whom the subject stirs a sharp and wise
reflectiveness—not only on the nature of psychoanalysis itself (its roots, its nature, its
achievements and limitations) but also on the enthralling and terrifying nature of the
phenomena of love itself. In so doing, they offer a re-exploration and repositioning of
some of the fundamental principles of psychoanalytic theory and practice, reinfusing
them with overlooked or scarce-remembered aspects of the more subversive and
revolutionary dimensions, while also introducing some lesser known aspects of recent
thinking. They grasp the nettle and seek expression for, among other things, the
inseparability of passion from sexual desire, at-oneness, dissolution, loss, destruction,
death, regeneration, madness—all compounded in that one simple word—Love. Each
author engages with the mad-making contradictions of Eros and with the necessity of
suffering it (that is, engaging with it, allowing and bearing it at all) without being cowed
or overwhelmed by it. The two colossal concepts that bestride the book as a whole—each
immanent in ‘Love’—are ‘passion’ and ‘madness’. The nature of passion is
predominantly the preserve of the first part, and of madness the second. There are a great
many common threads which constantly weave between the two.

For each author, to think about Eros is to explore the ability of psychoanalytic theory,
heretofore, properly to engage with a vision of love, or to fail to do so. At one point,
Green, having welcomed Lacan’s crucial, and untranslatable, terms hainamoration (a
statement of fusion, ‘no love without hatred’) and jouissance, regrets the failure to give
us an articulate body of ideas about it. This volume provides the desideration.

As for Part 1, | shall be focusing on the significance of Green’s choice of epigraphs
and of the Addendum. This is not to mistake the part for the whole but rather to attempt
to engage with one of his central tenets: that it is to literature that we must turn for
enlightenment about the nature of Eros, in all its depth and complexity. In framing or
situating his revisiting the place of love in psychoanalytic theory and practice, Green
makes it absolutely clear that we are about to engage with the impossibility of
disarticulating the chains of desire from the thrust towards life and passion on the one
hand, and the concomitant pull towards its contradictory components on the other—
ultimately those of hate, destruction and death. The links cannot be disarticulated because



