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List of questions

1 General

1. What is an ‘ECO’ and what is ‘entry clearance’?
2. What is an immigration officer (IO)?
3. What is the difference between a High Commission and an Embassy?
4. From which countries are citizens ‘Commonwealth citizens’?
5. Which countries are British dependent territories (BDTs)?
6. Which countries are ‘visa countries’?
7. Are there any exemptions from the visa requirements for visa 

nationals?
8. Do those not designated as ‘visa nationals’ still need entry clearance to 

come to the United Kingdom?
9. When is entry clearance not mandatory?

10. What are ‘leave to enter’ and ‘leave to remain’?
11. When can entry clearance or leave to enter be refused?
12. Once entry clearance has been obtained by an individual before 

leaving his home country, will he be examined or interviewed again on 
arrival at a port or airport in the United Kingdom?

13. What is ‘limited leave’?
14. What is ‘indefinite leave to remain’?
15. Is registration with the police normally imposed on every foreign 

entrant?
16. What is ‘settlement’?
17. What is meant by ‘right of abode’?
18. Does everyone need a sponsor before applying to come to the United 

Kingdom?
19. Who are considered as ‘parents’?
20. Who are considered as children for immigration matters?
21. What if I overstay the period granted me?
22. What is the ‘common travel area’ (CTA)?
23. When I enter the common travel area would I need a permit to travel 

from the country that I entered to any of the other countries in the 
CTA?

24. Having entered United Kingdom lawfully, can I then travel freely to 
other countries which form the European Union -  the United 
Kingdom being part of the European Union?

25. Which countries form the European Union?
26. Can any other type of British passport entitle free entry to the United 

Kingdom?
27. What are the immigration rules?
28. Apart from the rules what other legislation, orders or rules are there 

relating to immigration?
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29. To whom does an applicant who has been refused entry or other 
applications appeal?

30. Who are adjudicators?
31. What is the Tribunal?
32. What is judicial review?
33. Are there time limits for an appeal to be brought?
34. If leave to enter is refused can a person get temporary 

admission (TA)?
35. What is variation of leave and curtailment?
36. Do Commonwealth citizens have to register with the police in the 

United Kingdom? How is registration carried out?
37. What is meant by ‘public funds’?
38. What is meant by ‘adequate accommodation’ and ‘exclusive 

accommodation’?
39. What is meant by maintenance?
40. What is a ‘prohibition’ on, or a ‘restriction’ from, employment?
41. What is meant by ‘close connections’ with the United Kingdom?

2 Visitors

42. How long can a visitor be allowed to stay in the 
United Kingdom?

43. Do all arrivals need entry clearance?
44. If a visit is sponsored who makes the application for 

entry clearance?
45. What are the requirements for a visit?
46. Apart from the above, will I have to show a reason for visiting?
47. With regard to accommodation and maintenance, will the visitor have 

to show that he can do both by himself?
48. What form does the ‘intention to return’ test take?
49. What do I have to do to show that I intend to return?
50. Can a visitor transact business during his visit?
51. Can a visitor apply to extend his stay?
52. What are the conditions or requirements for a permanent stay if a 

visitor gets married?
53. Generally can a visitor change his status during his visit?
54. What happens if a visitor arrives without an entry clearance and is 

held at the airport until a decision is taken to admit or refuse him 
entry?

55. Apart from ordinary visits are any other ‘types’ of visit 
permitted?

56. What is the position if a visit is for the purpose of 
medical treatment?

57. If visiting the United Kingdom for medical treatment will six months 
be the maximum period that will be granted?



LIST OF QUESTIONS xi

58. What if the visit is for a medical check-up or assessment?
59. What if the treatment is on-going for life?
60. If the treatment needs visits at widely spaced intervals will a 

continuous stay between treatments be granted?
61. What are the requirements for an academic visit?
62. What is the period granted for an academic visit?
63. What if the academic visitor does not meet the requirements set out 

above?
64. What are the requirements for a visitor in transit?
65. What are the rules relating to entertainers or film crews visiting the 

United Kingdom?

3 Professional workers

66. What are the requirements for doctors and dentists seeking entry for 
postgraduate training?

67. How long will a doctor or dentist be given to stay?
68. Can this period be extended?
69. Does a doctor or dentist need prior entry clearance?
70. Will the spouse be allowed in?
71. Will the children be allowed in?
72. What of lawyers wishing to come to the United Kingdom 

to practise?

4 Students

73. Does a student need an entry clearance or a visa before coming to the 
United Kingdom to study?

74. What are the requirements for a student to satisfy before he will be 
granted an entry clearance or visa or be allowed into Britain

75. What proof will a student need to show the ECO or IO?
76. How is intention to return assessed?
77. What is meant by ‘a full time course’?
78. Should the entry clearance applied for be for a specific course of a 

fixed duration?
79. Can a student come to do a vocational course if he is not proficient in 

English?
80. Can a student get entry to do a correspondence course in the United 

Kingdom?
81. What if he has not applied and been accepted to do a course and 

wishes to come as a prospective student?
82. What will be the next step for a prospective student if he gets entry to 

the United Kingdom?
83. Can a prospective student apply for an extension of time?
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84. Is it advisable for an intending student to apply for a visitor’s visa and 
then apply to study when in the United Kingdom?

85. Who are classified as student nurses or midwives?
86. What are the requirements to train as a midwife or nurse?
87. After qualifying as a nurse or midwife in the United Kingdom can he 

then switch to work-permit employment?
88. What is the position of a qualified nurse or midwife who comes to the 

United Kingdom for a visit and wishes to work?
89. Can the wife or husband of a student be allowed to enter or join the 

other spouse?
90. Can the children of a student be allowed to enter or join their student 

parent?
91. Can the mother of a student child be allowed to join him?
92. What is ‘the sole responsibility’ rule?
93. Can a student take up employment during the course of his/her 

studies?
94. Can the spouse of a student take up employment?
95. Can a student apply for extension of the period granted him?
96. Can a student move from one course to another?
97. Can an overseas student get a grant from the United Kingdom to 

study?
98. What is the position of a trainee?
99. Can a student change his immigration status?

100. Can a student stay in the United Kingdom after he has completed his 
studies?

101. Can a student travel out of the United Kingdom during the period 
granted him to remain?

102. What is the position if a student wishes to study to be a barrister?
103. What are the requirements to study to become a solicitor?

5 People entering on business

104. Does someone coming to the United Kingdom to set up a business or 
become self-employed need an entry clearance?

105. What must be shown to the ECO?
106. What type of business can a businessman set up in the United 

Kingdom?
107. Are there different requirements where the businessman intends to 

join as a partner or take over an existing business in the United 
Kingdom?

108. In considering the minimum amount can an applicant’s house in 
United Kingdom be counted towards this sum?

109. What if he inherits a business already in the United Kingdom worth 
over the required amount?

110. What is meant by ‘money or funds under his control’?
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111. How long will a businessman be allowed to stay in the United 
Kingdom?

112. Can a businessman extend his stay after the four years?
113. Can he, whilst in the United Kingdom as a businessman, take up 

employment abroad?
114. Can a businessman bring in his spouse and family?
115. Can the spouse and children take up employment in the United 

Kingdom?
116. Can he change his status from that of businessman to any other 

category?
117. Can he get settlement?
118. Are there differences between coming as a businessman or coming as 

self-employed?
119. Can a representative of an overseas firm with no branch or subsidiary 

in the United Kingdom be allowed to set up as such in the United 
Kingdom?

120. What are the requirements for representatives of overseas newspapers, 
news agencies and broadcasting organisations?

121. How long can such representative be allowed to stay?
122. What are the requirements for overseas airlines 

employees?
123. How long will an airline representative be given to stay in the United 

Kingdom?
124. Can the representatives of either an overseas airline or a newspaper or 

news agency or broadcasting organisation get indefinite leave to 
remain in the United Kingdom?

125. What are the requirements for writers, composers and 
artists?

126. What period of stay will a writer, composer or artist be 
allowed?

127. What do the terms ‘writers’, ‘artists’, ‘composers’ include?
128. As writers, artists and composers are classified as ‘self-employed’ will 

they need to have £200 000?
129. Can the spouse and children of writers, composers or artists be 

allowed to accompany or join them?
130. Can the writer or composer or artist and his spouse and children be 

allowed to remain indefinitely?
131. Who is regarded as an investor?
132. What other requirements must an investor satisfy?
133. How long will an investor be allowed to stay?
134. Can he and his spouse and children obtain indefinite leave to 

remain?
135. What are the requirements for those from the ECAA wishing to 

establish a business in the United Kingdom?
136. How long will any of the above businessmen be granted to stay in the 

United Kingdom?



6 Working in the United Kingdom

137. What requirement should someone coming to the United Kingdom to 
seek employment meet?

138. Does such a person need a prior entry clearance?
139. Are there any categories of workers eligible for work permits?
140. What is the age qualification for workers?
141. Can a worker change his employment after entering Britain?
142. How long will the work permit holder be given to stay?
143. Can he obtain indefinite leave to stay?
144. Can he bring his spouse and children?
145. What are the requirements to enter as a trainee or to obtain work 

experience?
146. How long can a trainee or someone coming for work experience be 

allowed to remain?
147. Can either a trainee or a work experience permit holder get indefinite 

leave to remain in the United Kingdom?
148. Can the spouse and children of either category be allowed to come in 

with or join their spouse?
149. Can a visitor apply to vary his category to that of trainee or 

participant in a work experience permit scheme?
150. Can a student apply?
151. Who is a working holidaymaker?
152. How is the period allowed calculated?
153. Can a working holidaymaker take up employment?
154. What are the requirements for children?
155. Will the application be refused if the applicant has settled down in his 

country before deciding to come to the United Kingdom for a 
working holiday?

156. Will non-Commonwealth citizens be allowed to come as working 
holidaymakers?

157. Can someone already in the United Kingdom apply to become a 
holidaymaker?

158. Is there any difference if the applicant has ancestral connections with 
the United Kingdom?

159. What countries are referred to as the United Kingdom and islands?
160. How long will someone with ancestral connections be granted 

to stay?
161. Can such a person bring his spouse and children with or to join him?
162. Can someone with United Kingdom ancestry who entered the United 

Kingdom in any other capacity be able to remain in the United 
Kingdom in this capacity?

163. Who can become an au pair?
164. What are the requirements to be satisfied?
165. How is the period allowable calculated?
166. Do all au pairs need entry clearance?

xiv QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON IMMIGRATION TO BRITAIN
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167. Can an au pair seek employment whilst remaining here as such?
168. Can someone who entered in another category but who would 

otherwise have satisfied the rules change to become an au pair?
169. Can an au pair move from one family to another?
170. Who is classed as a seasonal agricultural worker?
171. How long can such a person be allowed to stay?
172. Can this period be extended?
173. Can he bring his wife and dependants with him?
174. What are the requirements to be satisfied by teachers and language 

assistants?
175. How long will he be allowed to remain in the United Kingdom?
176. Can he bring his spouse with him or to join him?
177. Can the children be allowed to come with or join the parents?
178. Who is an overseas government employee?
179. What are the requirements to be satisfied?
180. How long can such an employee be given to remain in the United 

Kingdom?
181. Can his spouse or children come in with him or join him?
182. What are the requirements for private servants in diplomatic 

households to enter?
183. How long can such a servant be allowed to work in the United 

Kingdom?
184. Can a servant in a diplomatic household bring in his spouse and 

children?
185. What will be the position if a servant in employment in a diplomatic 

household finds another job with another employer who is not a 
diplomat?

186. Can a domestic servant be allowed into the United Kingdom if not 
coming to work for a diplomat or someone in a consular position or a 
member of their family?

187. How long can such a servant be allowed to remain?
188. Can a domestic servant change his employers?
189. Does a servant have to travel with his master every time he travels out 

of the United Kingdom on short visits?
190. What if he marries in the United Kingdom to a British 

citizen?
191. Who are considered as ministers of religion?
192. Who are considered as missionaries?
193. Who are considered as members of a religious order?
194. Are the entry requirements the same for each or are there different 

requirements?
195. What are the requirements for a minister of religion to enter the 

United Kingdom as such?
196. What are the requirements for a missionary to enter as such?
197. What are the requirements for entry as a member of 

a religious order?



198. How long can each of these categories remain in the 
United Kingdom?

199. Can any of the above categories have his spouse and children 
accompany or join him?

200. Can a minister of religion also teach as a member of a 
religious order?

201. Can a minister of religion change his employment?

xvi QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON IMMIGRATION TO BRITAIN

7 Entry fo r  other purposes

202. Who is considered as a person of independent means?
203. What are the requirements for such a person to come to the United 

Kingdom?
204. How long will such a person be allowed in the United 

Kingdom?
205. Can a spouse or children accompany or join the person applying to 

enter as a person of independent means?
206. Can such a person obtain indefinite leave to remain?
207. Can the spouse or children take employment?
208. Who has the right to enter the United Kingdom in order to exercise 

right of access to his child?
209. What are the requirements for such entry?
210. How long will such leave be?
211. Can he extend this period?
212. How often can such a visit take place?
213. What is meant by the requirement that the parent must be divorced or 

legally separated from his wife?
214. Who are diplomats?
215. What of the spouses of those in the diplomatic service?
216. Are those in employment in the diplomatic missions subject to 

immigration control?
217. Which countries make up the European Union?
218. Can any EU national enter into the United Kingdom without an entry 

permit?
219. Who are considered as family members in such cases?
220. Can an EU national remain indefinitely in the United Kingdom?

8 Settlement

221. Who has the right of abode in the United Kingdom?
222. What of the wife of a person with the right of abode?
223. How does a person prove a right of abode?
224. What is the minimum age for a spouse to be allowed to enter or join 

the other spouse in the United Kingdom?
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225. What are the requirements for one spouse coming with or joining the 
other spouse who is settled in the United Kingdom?

226. What is meant by ‘primarily to obtain admission’?
227. What is meant by ‘the parties have met’?
228. What else should an applicant be aware of at an interview?
229. What is considered as ‘overcrowding’?
230. What if a marriage took place under customary law?
231. Will living in Europe before coming to the United Kingdom make a 

difference?
232. Will a spouse seeking entry for settlement be given settlement rights 

upon entry?
233. What will be the position of a person who entered as a spouse if the 

marriage breaks down?
234. What is the position where a man has more than one wife?
235. Can another wife enter as a visitor?
236. What is the position of children of polygamous marriages?
237. What is the position of those coming to get married?
238. How long will a fiance(e) be given to remain in the United 

Kingdom?
239. What happens if the marriage does not take place within the period 

granted?
240. What are the requirements for a child whose parent or parents or 

relative is settled in the United Kingdom?
241. If a child was bom in the United Kingdom will he have to qualify in 

the same way as mentioned above?
242. What is meant by ‘sole responsibility’?
243. Will a child of a woman in a polygamous marriage be allowed to enter 

for settlement?
244. Can an adopted child come to settle in the United Kingdom?
245. Are adoptions in any country of origin of the child considered valid in 

the United Kingdom?
246. What is the position where there are no adoption laws in the country 

of origin of the child?
247. What becomes of the nationality of the adopted child?
248. What other relatives may be allowed to settle in the 

United Kingdom?
249. What are the requirements for relatives to enter?
250. What of the other members of the family: sons and daughters over 18, 

brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, etc.?
251. What is the position relating to homosexuals?
252. If a male and female person are living together but not married, what 

is their position?
253. Who are considered as returning residents?
254. Does a returning resident need an entry clearance or visa?
255. What is the position of a returning resident who has stayed abroad for 

longer than two years?



xviii QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON IMMIGRATION TO BRITAIN

256. Do the same rules apply to British citizens who have been away for 
over two years?

257 What if a person who claims entry as a returning resident is given 
leave to enter for a limited period?

258. Who may become holders of special vouchers?
259. What are the benefits of having a special voucher?
260. Can a special voucher holder bring his spouse and children to join 

him?
261. Are there any concessions granted for someone to settle after long 

period of residence in the United Kingdom?
262. In all the cases of settlement mentioned above what effect will 

settlement have on the citizenship of the persons who have 
settled?

9 Asylum

263. Who is an asylum seeker?
264. Who determines the application?
265. What rules govern the granting of asylum?
266. What happens to the applicant when he makes the 

application?
267. What is exceptional leave to remain?
268. What is the policy towards granting settlement to one with exceptional 

leave to remain wishing to bring his family to join him?
269. What is ‘well founded fear of persecution’?
270. What is meant by ‘a particular social group’?
271. What if there has been a previous application in another 

country?
272. Can the wife and children and dependants of an applicant be included 

in the application for asylum?
273. Can children apply for asylum if they are not accompanied by 

parents?
274. Can a person apply from overseas for asylum in the 

United Kingdom?
275. What is meant by ‘safe third country’ and ‘links with the United 

Kingdom’?
276. What are the Convention and Protocol relating to the Status of 

Refugees and which countries are signatories to them?
277. What is the position of those running away from civil war?
278. Can someone with dual nationality seek asylum in the United 

Kingdom?
279. Can an asylum seeker, or someone granted refugee status, or other 

applicants travel abroad?
280. Can asylum be transferred from another country to the United 

Kingdom?
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10 Offences and deportation

281. Is illegal entry an offence?
282. Who is an ‘illegal immigrant’?
283. What will be the result if deception is used to enter or remain in the 

United Kingdom?
284. What may amount to deception?
285. Is it also an offence to assist someone to enter the United Kingdom?
286. What other offences are there relating to immigration?
287. Are there any offences that carriers are liable to commit?
288. Can a court sentence anyone to deportation?
289. When does a court recommend deportation?
290. When is someone liable to a Home Office deportation?
291. Can an appeal be made against deportation?
292. Is there anyone who cannot be deported?
293. What factors are taken into account before a deportation order is 

made?
294. Can anything be done after an appeal has failed but before the order 

to deport is made?
295. When the head of a family is deported will every other member of the 

family also be deported?
296. What happens after a deportation order has been signed?
297. Can a deportation order be revoked?
298. What is the difference between a deportation and a removal?
299. When is bail given?
300. Who may grant bail?
301. How is bail applied for?
302. Can bail be opposed?
303. If bail is granted, what next?
304. Can a person let out on bail be arrested?

11 Appeals

305. Who has the right to plead before the adjudicators or tribunal?
306. Are there people who have no right of appeal?
307. Where there is a right of appeal how long will the appellant have to 

bring the appeal?
308. What are the stages of appeal?

12 British nationality

309. Does having indefinite leave to remain make a person a British citizen?
310. Can a person become a British citizen and still keep his original 

nationality?


