


 
Japan and East Asian Regionalism

In the post-war period, Japanese foreign policy was structured around the preserva-
tion of good relations with the United States. Japan’s relations with regional coun-
tries and involvement in regional issues were relatively underdeveloped even though
Japan was the biggest regional economic power. In recent years, there is discernible
evidence that the Japanese government is looking to play a larger role within its
region, and this is an increasingly topical issue. In the light of this, Japan and East
Asian Regionalism looks at Japanese regional foreign policy, not in terms of Japan’s
relations with specific countries but rather in terms of specific regional issues and
problems.

After an introductory overview of Japanese foreign policy—which also traces
issues of regional leadership and foreign policy activism—the book explores recent
political developments within Japan, and how these might impact on future foreign
policy priorities and objectives. Further chapters consider issues such as: the nexus
between domestic politics and foreign policy; environmental aid and management;
human rights and democracy; and conflict management.

The book concludes that whilst it is unlikely Japan will unilaterally exert its eco-
nomic power and influence to secure a political leadership role within the Asia
Pacific region, Japanese foreign policy is increasingly marked by greater activism
and responsibility, even in the difficult issue area of conflict management. Much
more however will remain to be done to change the negative perceptions of Japan,
including its image as an environmental vandal.
S.Javed Maswood is a Senior Lecturer in the School of International Business,
Griffith University. His many publications include International Political Economy
and Globalization, East Asian Crisis and Japanese Political Economy, and Japan
and Protection: The Rise of Protectionist Sentiment and the Japanese Response (also
published by Routledge).
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Series editor’s preface

At the beginning of the new century Japan, widely seen as a ‘miracle country’
between the late 1950s and early 1990s, was struggling out of its 1990s recession,
which became particularly acute between 1997 and 1999. The 1990s were a time of
turbulence in Japanese politics as in the economy, and pressure for restructuring has
been strong. Grave weaknesses in the banking system were revealed in the form of a
massive overhang of bad debt inherited from the boom period of the late 1980s and
subsequent collapse. An ambitious programme of reform of the political system was
announced by the Hosokawa coalition Government that replaced single-party rule by
the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in 1993, but the path towards implementing
reform proved far from smooth. Indeed, after a brief period out of office, the LDP
was soon back in power as part of a succession of coalition arrangements, during
which it gradually clawed back its dominant political position. Even at the start of the
new century, however, the LDP was still unable to run the country without help from
other parties, and curiously enough this help was beginning to bring about results in
the form of the implementation of a reformist agenda. In particular the dominant role
of government bureaucracy over policy-making was now being challenged through
parliamentary legislation. Even the 1946 Constitution, which had inhibited Japan
from acting as a ‘normal nation’ in defence matters, was now to be the subject of
scrutiny by parliamentary commissions. Nevertheless, uncertainties remained and
were being compounded. The removal of Prime Minister Obuchi from his post hav-
ing suffered a severe stroke in April 2000 coincided with the withdrawal of a large
section of one of the smaller parties in the coalition. Obuchi’s successor, Mori,
seemed unlikely to steer a conspicuously different course from his predecessor, but
his leadership qualities were widely questioned.

The Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies Series seeks to foster an informed
and balanced, but not uncritical, understanding of Japan. One aim of the series is to
show the depth and variety of Japanese institutions, practices and ideas. Another is,
by using comparisons, to see what lessons, positive or negative, can be drawn for the
other countries. The tendency in commentary on Japan to resort to out-dated, ill-
informed or sensational stereotypes still remains, and needs to be combated. 

For most of the past half-century, the principal pillar of Japanese foreign policy
has been the relationship—both economic and defence-related—with the United


