


[image: 001]




Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Acknowledgements

 


Chapter 1 - Before the End

Chapter 2 - Heaven Bound?

Chapter 3 - Preparation Starts with Action

Chapter 4 - Clean Up Your Act

Chapter 5 - Love Gives Another Chance

Chapter 6 - Love Each Other

Chapter 7 - Follow Jesus

Chapter 8 - Trust God, Trust Me

Chapter 9 - Believe Jesus’ Promise

Chapter 10 - Believe—Even If You Don’t Understand

Chapter 11 - Act as a Representative of God

Chapter 12 - Live in Complete Obedience

Chapter 13 - Remember: Jesus Is with You—Always

Chapter 14 - Let the Holy Spirit Guide You

Chapter 15 - Head for the Final Destination

Chapter 16 - Stay Connected and Be Fruitful

Chapter 17 - Hang In There

Chapter 18 - Use Your Gifts Faithfully

Chapter 19 - Love Others as Jesus Loves You

Chapter 20 - Remember You Are Chosen

Chapter 21 - Choose the Hard Road

Chapter 22 - Learn from the Holy Spirit

Chapter 23 - Prepare for the Joy Ahead

Chapter 24 - Remain Teachable

Chapter 25 - Know the True God

Chapter 26 - Know God’s Name

Chapter 27 - Honor God in Everything You Do

Chapter 28 - Be One with Others

Chapter 29 - Final Preparations for Liftoff




Berkley titles by Don Piper and Cecil Murphey

 

 

 

GETTING TO HEAVEN 
HEAVEN IS REAL 
DAILY DEVOTIONS INSPIRED BY 90 MINUTES IN HEAVEN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Berkley Books are available at special quantity discounts for bulk purchases for sales promotions, premiums, fund-raising, or educational use. Special books, or book excerpts, can also be created to fit specific needs.

 

For details, write: Special Markets, The Berkley Publishing Group, 375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014.






[image: 001]




THE BERKLEY PUBLISHING GROUP 
Published by the Penguin Group 
Penguin Group (USA) Inc. 
375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, USA 
Penguin Group (Canada), 90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 700, Toronto, Ontario M4P 2Y3, Canada 
(a division of Pearson Penguin Canada Inc.) 
Penguin Books Ltd., 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England 
Penguin Group Ireland, 25 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland (a division of Penguin Books Ltd.) 
Penguin Group (Australia), 250 Camberwell Road, Camberwell, Victoria 3124, Australia 
(a division of Pearson Australia Group Pty. Ltd.) 
Penguin Books India Pvt. Ltd., 11 Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi—110 017, India 
Penguin Group (NZ), 67 Apollo Drive, Rosedale, North Shore 0632, New Zealand 
(a division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd.) 
Penguin Books (South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd., 24 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank, Johannesburg 2196, 
South Africa

 

Penguin Books Ltd., Registered Offices: 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England

 

This book is an original publication of The Berkley Publishing Group.



 

All rights reserved. 
No part of this book may be reproduced, scanned, or distributed in any printed or electronic form 
without permission. Please do not participate in or encourage piracy of copyrighted materials in 
violation of the authors’ rights. Purchase only authorized editions. 
BERKLEY® is a registered trademark of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. 
The “B” design is a trademark of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

 


 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

 

Piper, Don, 1950-

Getting to heaven : departing instructions for your life now / Don Piper and Cecil Murphey. p. cm.

eISBN : 978-1-101-47590-4

1. Christian life. 2. Heaven—Christianity. 3. Future life—Christianity. I. Murphey, Cecil. II. Title.

BV4501.3.P553 2011

248.4—dc22

2010041149

 



 



 

Scripture references are taken from:

 

New King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers.

New International Version (NIV) of the Holy Bible. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

New Living Translation (NLT) of the Holy Bible. Copyright © 1996, 2004. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Today’s New International Version (TNIV) of the Holy Bible, Today’s New International Version®. Copyright © 2001, 2005 by Biblica®. Used by permission of Biblica®. All rights reserved worldwide.

The Message (MSG). Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

http://us.penguingroup.com




To David Gentiles, beloved friend
 Absent from the body ... present with the Lord
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1

Before the End

The murmuring of the men in the briefing room betrayed a nervousness that something pivotal was about to happen. When the lieutenant barked, “Ten-hut,” it confirmed their premonitions.

War-weary pilots rose to their feet and stood at attention. In strode the commander and his entourage. “At ease, gentlemen,” he said and motioned for them to sit.

As the warriors settled into their seats, the tension in the air was palpable. Officers pulled down maps while pilots grabbed their pencils and opened their notebooks.

“You have known for some time that you will soon embark on the greatest operation of your lives.” He stared at the men and several pilots nodded. “That day has come. You are ready, and you will begin today.”

He spoke for several minutes about the importance of their task and how much depended on them. “This mission could change the course of history. All your lives you have prepared for this day. Everything we have done has been a prelude to what you will do today.”

He paused, and those who sat near the front saw the tension in  his eyes and the tightness of his jaw. “Captain Simon and Major Paul will explain the details, but I want to announce personally this morning that your long-awaited mission begins within the next few hours. After this briefing concludes, you will have the information you will need to win this decisive battle and to achieve victory.”

He stood in front of them and his gaze shifted from one man to the next until he had stared at every man in the room. The pilots sat in silence, waiting for further words.

“I have one more announcement. I have been called back to the headquarters, and this will be my last briefing. I want to say that it’s impossible for me to express how much each of you means to me. My three years of working with you have been challenging and rewarding. You’ve put your lives on the line for me, and I’ll never forget that. In fact, I shall prepare a special position for each of you at headquarters. After you have completed this great, final mission, you will join me there.

“As you go out today, I will not be behind the controls of your aircraft, but I assure you that I will be in each cockpit. In fact, I shall always be with you. You can depend on my influence and my presence. If I have taught you well, you will succeed in this task. Be strong. Be focused. Be vigilant. Take care of each other.

“Listen carefully to my final departing instructions ...”
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Most of us have read accounts or viewed such scenes on television. The patriotic background music increases, and we realize that something momentous is about to happen.

Most of those stories are fiction. But I want to tell you about a true, life-changing briefing session. It happened centuries ago in  Jerusalem. The great commander Jesus shared his final marching orders with his small but faithful band of followers. He knew he would die. But even more, he was aware of other events that would transpire, such as the betrayal by Judas, his crucifixion, and his ascent into Heaven.

On a number of previous occasions, Jesus had tried to talk about his death, but his followers had been unable to accept his words. Now they had no choice: They had to listen. Because he knew his time was short, Jesus gathered his disciples into what the Bible calls an upper room. He spent hours with them, probably most of Thursday evening before Passover.

The Bible doesn’t give us a verbatim account of what transpired, but the Gospel of John devotes five chapters to show us the important words and events of those final hours together. The fact that the Lord spoke of those events before they took place shows his foreknowledge and his desire to prepare his disciples. It also reminds us that he loved them so much he didn’t want them to feel alone or abandoned or to have to stumble around to know what they were supposed to do.

Try to visualize Jesus only hours before his betrayal by Judas, one of his twelve chosen disciples. He’s aware that the one-time disciple has already betrayed him for money and will bring soldiers to arrest him. Not only will Jesus be arrested, but he’ll be illegally condemned to death at a trial and suffer intense physical agony by being nailed to a wooden cross—a slow, painful death. Jesus also knows, of course, of the resurrection that will follow.

Despite all his careful instruction, his frightened followers will run away—but only temporarily. When they encounter the resurrected Jesus and become aware of the spiritual resources available to them, they’ll be ready to accept the challenges and to  put his departing instructions into practice, and they will begin to prepare for their eternal life in Heaven.

For the eleven faithful disciples, their liftoff to Heaven doesn’t happen immediately. They have a mission to accomplish before they’ll be ready to leave. They had listened to Jesus’ teachings and observed the miracles for three years. Yet, despite being his eyewitnesses, they still hadn’t grasped the most important lessons he wanted them to learn.

How could they understand the message Jesus spoke? They had no preview of the future, no realization that Jesus would die. After all, he was the Messiah. Nothing in their Jewish background prepared them to follow a Messiah who would suffer and die. They expected a triumphant, charismatic leader who would destroy the power of Rome and make them a great nation as Israel had been during the reign of Kings David and Solomon. Even after the crucifixion and the resurrection, they still hadn’t absorbed what he tried to teach them. Until the moment of Jesus’ ascension, they still didn’t grasp his teachings. And the full implications took months for them to absorb.

As proof of what I’ve just written, consider the last question they asked Jesus before his ascension: “So when they met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’” (Acts 1:6 [NIV]).

He didn’t directly answer them except to say, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority” (Acts 1:7 [NIV]). Jesus gave them one final word of instruction: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth” (verse 8 [NIV]).

Acts 1:9 records, “After he said this, he was taken up before  their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight” (NIV). While they stared at the empty sky, two angels told them Jesus was not there but he had gone to Heaven.

Jesus commissioned them to fulfill his plan for them. They had a promise they would receive power in order for them to be his witnesses. Jesus left, but six weeks later, they experienced the amazing coming of the Holy Spirit as well as supernatural experiences recorded in Acts 2 and 3. We would assume they had finally understood.

But not yet. The truth had only begun to seep in. They still weren’t ready to comprehend the fullness of Jesus’ command to go from Jerusalem to Samaria (inhabited by Jews who had intermarried with Gentiles centuries earlier) and finally to the Gentiles themselves. It took a long time for them to realize the implications of Jesus’ final words. It’s not until chapter 8 of the Book of Acts that Christian followers left the Jerusalem base, and then only because of persecution—and the apostles weren’t among them! The scattering started the day Stephen was stoned to death because of his faithful witness to Jesus Christ.

“On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria” (Acts 8:1 [NIV]).

We might want to shake our heads and ask, “How could you not have realized what Jesus meant?” It seems obvious to us, but we have a written record of events—something they didn’t have. The disciples catch on, perhaps too slowly, but they finally grasp the messages. Once they understand, they boldly proclaim the message of Jesus’ love and move out of Jerusalem until they preach and teach to the ends of the then-known world.

I don’t want to sound too harsh in stating this. In many ways,  we modern believers are like that first-century group. We don’t absorb what we’re not ready to accept. We don’t want to hear instructions that aren’t what we want to put into action. We may not be ready for our liftoff to Heaven. But we can be.

The good news is that we have the record of those early followers. We know about the crucifixion; we accept the resurrection; we believe in Jesus’ ascension. We have history to show us the way. We have the words from John, chapters 13 to 17, to give us departing instructions.

We may criticize the first disciples for being such slow learners. We argue, “They had the signs and wonders and Jesus himself. Surely everything was obvious.” We can see that—in retrospect—but their mind-set made them unable to take in what seems obvious to us.

It’s easy to miss significant messages. For example, we can read passages in the Bible a dozen times. And perhaps we can even quote specific verses. But one day a verse comes alive and suddenly we get it. We grasp the meaning when we’re ready to respond and act on what we’ve read.

Hearing and listening may be kissing cousins, but they can be worlds apart in their results. How often have we heard something only to discover, when that information proved quite crucial, that we hadn’t been listening? Sometimes we hear the words, accept them as true, but they have no relevance for us then. If they’re true and if they’re from God, they’ll return to our minds when we need them.

Here’s a contemporary example: My co-writer, Cecil Murphey, had read the story of Job many times. On February 27, 2007, his house burned to the ground. His son-in-law died inside the house. As he watched the flames destroy everything, he thought  of Job’s wife who urged her husband to curse God and die. Job answered, “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” (Job 2:10 [NKJV]).

Job 2:10 filled Cec’s mind, and the words became alive. They were no longer Job’s rebuke to his unbelieving wife, but they became an affirmation of Cec’s faith as he spoke the words aloud.

Most of us have probably had such experiences when something we heard or were taught came alive to us. At the time we first heard the words, they meant little to us, but they were there, deep inside us, until the right time.

Here are two biblical examples:

First, Jesus told Peter that he would betray him three times, and the disciple promised he would never do that. Peter did deny Jesus, and Matthew records, “Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: ‘Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:75 [NIV]).

Second, Peter was the first of the apostles to preach to non-Jews, and the church leaders criticized him. He told them that God had led him to the house of a Roman named Cornelius: “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?” (Acts 11:15-17 [NIV]).

Did you notice Peter’s defense? “Then I remembered what the Lord had said” (italics mine). In this case, it wasn’t that he remembered just the words but also the implication of those words. He meant that the first disciples had received the Holy Spirit on the  day called Pentecost. They spoke in languages that none of them had ever learned. Until then, the early followers of Jesus were all Jews and preached to only their own people. Then Peter visited a Roman home, and before he could finish his message, something miraculous happened. The Gentiles began to speak in unknown languages as Jewish believers had at Pentecost.

Peter had heard Jesus’ words to go into the non-Jewish world and had seemingly forgotten them. At the right moment, he remembered what Jesus said. Perhaps a better way to explain it is that Peter comprehended the words he had heard months earlier.

I’ve spent this time explaining how there is sometimes a delay between hearing (or reading) spoken (or read) words and putting them into action so that we can better understand the disciples of old and accept the truths today.

Therefore, I want to focus on those final hours Jesus spent with his disciples. Try to picture the scene in your mind as Jesus gathers with his closest followers inside a small room. He is going to leave them, and he wants to break the sad news to them. What will he say to them? What do they most need to hear? If Jesus knows the immediate future, how will he spend the last hours of freedom? What kind of legacy will he leave?

We don’t have to guess at the answers. We may not have the details, but we have enough of a written record to know what he wanted them to grasp. John’s Gospel devotes five chapters to describing the events of Jesus’ life, beginning the night before his betrayal by Judas. In some ways, the chapters are like the deathbed legacy of a loving parent. They’re the important things Jesus wants to say to his followers so he can prepare and equip them to fulfill his plan for them after he has gone.

Everything they had ever seen him do and heard him say was  about to be tested in a battle for the souls of humanity. He promises that although he will leave, they don’t have to worry. He won’t desert them, and they won’t be left helpless and powerless. He promises to send the Holy Spirit to enable them to win the great battles that lie ahead.

Like the commander in the opening story, like the presence of Jesus in the upper room, I call you to attention. I want to give you departing instructions for the life that is still ahead.

I want to show you how to have a fulfilled and abundant life as you prepare for a blissful eternity. I want to pass on to you the important instructions you need to know now as you fight life’s battles and as you prepare to depart for your eternal home.
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At the end of each chapter, I have included several practical things for you to consider and to put into practice. Jesus, our great commander, provided specific, departing instructions for the small group of followers in an upper room in Jerusalem. I’ve taken the principles of those words to show you how they apply to your life. You can use them to fortify yourself and make yourself ready.

You’re Heaven bound, and I want you to be fully prepared for the day of your own departure.




Departing Instructions 

1. Believe in Jesus Christ. Believing he loves you is the prerequisite to receiving departing instructions.
2. Be willing to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. In doing so, you have taken your next step toward Heaven.
3. Make sure you have a reservation in Heaven. Nobody wanders into Heaven. If you have taken the first two steps, I assure you that Jesus has already made a reservation in your name.
4. While you’re waiting for the liftoff, live the rich and fulfilling life God has designed for you.




2

Heaven Bound?

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

JOHN 13:1 (NIV)

 

 

 

For at least six months, Hal had depended on his oxygen tank, but it was becoming less and less effective. “I don’t have much time left,” he finally told his wife, Alicia.

Hal lived eighteen more days after he spoke those words. During that time, he tried to make amends for his wrongdoings. His son, Jim, had married an African woman he met while serving with the Peace Corps. When Jim brought her home, Hal screamed racial slurs, ending with these words: “As long as you stay married to that woman, you may never come back to this house.” Twelve years later, Jim and Fibi remained happily married but the two men had never spoken.

Hal asked Jim to return home with his wife. “I was wrong,” the dying man said. “I was wrong about a lot of things.”

Hal had been a member of a congregation most of his life, but he had given little money to the church and bristled whenever  Alicia gave generously without consulting him or when she served on committees. He asked the pastor to visit. When he came, Hal asked for forgiveness, and Alicia presented a check for a large donation. In labored speech, he said that the amount was what he felt he owed the Lord and the church for the last twenty-five years of his life.

Hal made a list of eight people against whom he held a grudge and invited each one to come to his bedside. Despite the effort to talk, he apologized and each person forgave Hal.

One evening Hal said to Alicia, “I’ve done ... everything ... I know ... to make ... my life right.... I’m ready ... to face ... my Savior.” For perhaps a full minute, he lay exhausted from speaking those few words. Alicia later said she had never seen such a beautiful smile on his face.

He took her hand. “Stay ... with ... me.”

Alicia took his hand. Within minutes, Hal died.

This is a true story, although I’ve changed names and a few facts for the sake of privacy. Hal had the opportunity to examine his life and to undo a number of wrongs. Some people get that opportunity. They know they’ll soon leave this world behind, and they can change.

Can you put yourself in Hal’s place? Suppose you knew you would die within the next forty-eight hours. What would you say to the people closest to you? They might be the people who hate you (and possibly with good reason). They might be family members or friends. Whoever they are, they will be the last people you will see. What do you want to say to them? What do you want to do for yourself to prepare for that final meeting?

Of course, many people don’t have the forewarning that their time in this life is nearing the end. Hundreds of sermons and  printed messages exhort us to be prepared. Most of them give us the command without telling us what it means.

What do you need to do to be ready for your liftoff?

The answer is simple: Do the heart searching that Hal did, but do it now. (At the end of this chapter, I’ve listed several things for you to consider.)

If you believe in Jesus Christ, you know he forgives you. You have done nothing too big for him to forgive or too small for him to overlook. Your responsibility is to examine your heart. If you’re aware of unconfessed sin or anger toward someone or if someone has something against you, now is the time to make things right with others. It could be as simple as malicious gossip or jealousy or as complex as questionable (or illegal) business deals. Many of us do those things, and we think the end of life seems far away. And perhaps it is.

Or perhaps it’s not.

Someday you will be minutes away from death and you will have had no warning. I didn’t have any warning. Maybe you know my story. Had I known that January 18, 1989, would be my last day on Earth, would I have done things differently? It’s a moot question, of course, but I’ve wondered about it many times. But I will tell you what happened, and I had absolutely no premonition or warning.

That morning, I left the Trinity Pines Conference Center, about eighty miles north of Houston. I had been there for a spiritually uplifting conference, and I was on my way back to my church to preach that evening. In less than ten minutes after I left the conference, I drove on a bridge across Lake Livingston. Just then, an eighteen-wheel truck came from the opposite direction, smashed into my Ford Escort, and killed me.

I was dead. I opened my eyes in Heaven.

By God’s grace, I returned after 90 minutes. Had I known  what lay ahead, would I have changed my route? Assessed my life? Would I have made last-minute phone calls to my loved ones? What would I have done if the Holy Spirit whispered, “Don, you have 90 minutes before you die?” Like many who faced certain death, would I have written some final words?

I don’t know the answer. And I don’t write this to frighten you and say that you might die in an accident today. But I write to urge you to take serious steps to be ready to depart from this life. You don’t have to wait until you’re only minutes from Heaven or facing imminent death. Instead, you can examine your life so that you’ll be ready to inhabit the special place Jesus has prepared for you.

As I drove out of the gates of Trinity Pines, I had no way of knowing that I faced my last moments on Earth. I will say, however, and without bragging, I was ready. I had tried to honor Jesus Christ by the life I lived every day since I became a Christian. I wasn’t a perfect Christian (and I’m still not), but I regularly examined my heart and forgave those who hurt me and asked forgiveness of those I had injured.

Because of my experience of being ready, I wrote this book. Here are two major questions I want to ask you:• What if you seriously considered being prepared for that day—that day that will come when you will either die or remain alive to greet the return of Jesus Christ?
• If you knew you were only 90 minutes away from the end of this present life, what would you do to prepare?



The two questions aren’t to make you dread the future. The purpose is for you to ponder what lies ahead so you can prepare.

Let’s try it another way. Suppose Jesus walked up to you in  human form and said, “I want to help you get ready to depart for Heaven, and I don’t say these things to you so you can have a dramatic death scene.” How would you react if he gave you specific directions? Suppose he said, “You’re Heaven bound, and I have a number of things to say to you so that you can be fully prepared for your liftoff.”

If you can wrap your imagination around that thought, you can have a clearer understanding of the five significant chapters in the New Testament we are focusing on in this book. I’ll guide you so you can read them as your personal list of departing instructions.
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Long before his death, Jesus said to his followers, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come” (Matthew 24:42 [NIV]). Be ready. That’s one part of the message.

Are you ready? What if the Holy Spirit whispered to you that you had 90 minutes left before you died? What would you do? Would you be ready to go to Heaven?

At first you may wonder why he spoke to you. You may even ask, “Why would I want to go to Heaven? Why would anyone want to go to Heaven?”

I need to answer that question before I write about Jesus’ departing instructions.

My first response is a question: Why wouldn’t everyone want to go to Heaven? It’s the only place that will ultimately satisfy the deep inner longings of every human being—the needs that our Creator put there.

Even more, Heaven is the place where God is; it is also the  place where you can be. Perhaps that sounds like I’m preaching, but it’s true. It’s where God will satisfy every need. We’ll never have to compare ourselves with anyone. We’ll never feel inferior or superior. Perhaps you’ve longed for peace and found it in brief moments. Heaven will be a lifetime of peace.

God will satisfy your longings to be loved without reservation and without limit. You will never worry again, and you’ll no longer remember even one wrong thing you did on Earth.

Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people. That’s not an original statement, but it’s a true one. And if you don’t currently have a reservation, you can change your destiny. You, too, can be ready to live those last minutes that separate you from God’s all-loving presence.

Heaven is a place lovingly arranged by a God who refused to spare Jesus from human suffering and sent him to die for our sins, failures, shortcomings, and wrongdoings. Would that same God be stingy or provide anything less than perfection?

And Heaven isn’t only a permanent domicile for a few nice people. It’s a place for not-so-nice people whom God has forgiven so that one day he can make them into perfect people.

Jesus transforms lives. I’ve listened to stories from those who have been delivered from horrifying addictions and dangerous relationships, as well as those who left lives of crime and sexual degradation. Their faces beam as they tell that placing their faith in Jesus Christ helped them leave their former lifestyle behind. Listeners often shout praises for the great miracles of redemption.

In fact, every person I was privileged to see at the gates of Heaven during my brief visit had been sinners while on Earth. As a forgiven sinner, I fit in with them. All of them had received forgiveness for their sins before they entered Heaven. All received  forgiveness for every sin in their lives when they asked Jesus to become their Savior.

Through the years I’ve also met people who have been faithful Christians from an early age, remained faithful to their church, and encouraged others to follow the Lord. After hearing the testimony of miraculous deliverance from a reprobate life, those lifelong devoted Christians sometimes feel they must apologize for their stories as if to say, “My life has been boring by comparison because God didn’t rescue me from the gutter.”

Although we rejoice with those whom God has delivered from a seriously sinful life, we also rejoice with those who haven’t strayed from the pathway. They have lived a longer, more fruitful Christian life. They haven’t had to bottom out as they say in twelve-step programs. Believers who have walked with the Lord all their lives may not have experienced those terrible problems, but they demonstrate what it means to follow Jesus Christ faithfully all through life. Some have walked in darkness until they’ve seen the light of those faithful ones who have always walked on the pathway of light.

Regardless of whether you’re a new believer or a cradle Christian, the pathway is the same. The path to Heaven is available to every individual on Earth—including you. I can’t give answers to every question, but I can tell anyone this much: I’ve been there, and I can hardly wait to return.

It’s a place of perfect peace: all anxieties, worries, and troubles vanish. All memories of past failures disappear. It’s a place of perfect bodies: no one feels pain, nobody is flawed, and no one ages. It’s a place of great reunion with those who have gone before us. It’s a place of joy: Everyone is happy, and it’s a joyful excitement that doesn’t end and fully satisfies every human need.

Since my brief trip to Heaven, I’ve thought of that place many times. I can say that not a single day has passed in which I haven’t felt an intense longing to be back in that celestial city where I heard the most perfect music and had total inner peace. Why wouldn’t I want to go back?

I remain on Earth for one reason: God isn’t through with me. I love being alive; I have a wonderful family and many friends. In the years since my accident I have walked my daughter, Nicole, down the aisle and given her in marriage to Scott. I have watched Nicole and her brothers, Chris and Joe, graduate from college and begin wonderful careers. My precious wife, Eva, retired after thirty-four years of being a classroom teacher. Eva and I have enjoyed the extreme joy of seeing the birth of our first grandchild, Carlee. All these things and so much more have happened since my return from the gates of Heaven.

I have a good life, a wonderful life, but I still miss the perfect one.

Yet I remain here on Earth because I have a mission. In the years since my accident I have traveled to the four corners of Earth to tell people about Heaven and how to get there; I offer assurance for a better life. After I’ve completed my mission—and only God knows when that will be—I expect to go to sleep and awake in Heaven, where I’ll stay forever.

When I talk to audiences and to individuals on this topic, here are some of the questions I ask them, and I ask them to you, too:• If you could be totally free from all your negative feelings, who would you be? How would you feel? How would it change the way you live each day? 
• If you could choose to do the right thing and have no regrets about any of your actions, how do you think that would make you feel?
• How would you respond if I could show you a plan—a divinely given plan—on how to prepare yourself for Heaven?



In the Book of Revelation, John talks about Heaven. Here is a powerful promise and precious assurance: “[God] will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain....” (Revelation 21:4 [NIV]).

I know those statements are true because I actually went to Heaven. There was no pain or sadness. It was a perfect place. My visit, about 90 minutes according to my time away from Earth, was enough to assure me that every promise made by Jesus Christ is true and will be fulfilled on the day when we reach our joyous and perfect destination.

I hope that such thoughts will bring peace to you. Such a knowledge and understanding of Heaven console me and others who believe in Jesus Christ as the Savior. Others tremble inwardly and fear the idea of being 90 minutes away from the ultimate destination. We need have no fear. The difference between life on Earth and new life in Heaven is only a blink. We close our eyes here and immediately open them in Heaven.
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Preparing is important, but there’s another aspect of being ready. That is to enjoy right now—today—your life on Earth, regardless of how many hours or years before you depart. I encourage you to live the rich, fruitful life that God offers you. What if living the  abundant life and enjoying the best that God has for you would be the same as living your last 90 minutes on Earth? What if your obedience to Jesus’ departing instructions made you so ready you wouldn’t feel anxious about dying or about what lies ahead?

My intention is to help you focus on enjoying a peaceful, fulfilled life as you prepare for the inevitable day that you’ll leave this Earth.

As you read these chapters and realize what Jesus wanted the first disciples to understand, you can also enjoy God’s peace and rejoice in the goodness of the blessed life. The abundant life is for you now. Today. Jesus said about those who belong to him, “My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life” (John 10:10b [NLT]). That means you don’t have to separate yourself from others and spend endless hours in isolation as you search your soul to make sure you’re ready.

It also means that you don’t have to do what some do: They memorize rules and wrap their thoughts around doing exactly what they’re commanded. They focus on what they can do and what they can’t do. They spend so much time trying to be good, they seem to have little time to enjoy the good life itself.

Instead of talking about rules of conduct, we can think of preparing for Heaven this way: All of us have a sense of what it’s like to do the right thing (even when we fail), and we know that emotions such as jealousy, anger, and pride don’t represent the best part of our nature. As we read the Bible, pray, and listen to God speak through sermons and lessons, we can learn what we need to know. God gives us the strength to overcome our weaknesses.

The truth is that at some future time, all of us are exactly 90 minutes away from our ultimate destiny. Will you be anxious? Scared? As a Christian, that moment is intended to bring great  joy and deep inner peace. Those of us who belong to Jesus Christ are Heaven bound. We know where we’re going.

“We’re going home,” we can say, “because Heaven is our home. We have space reserved just for us.” Despite problems and hardships, peace fills our hearts. We know that our heartaches are only temporary and once we enter Heaven, God miraculously erases all painful memories.
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In the two decades since my brief visit to Heaven I’ve encountered thousands of people who are afraid or feel horrified at the prospects of dying and facing an unknown future. Instead of anticipating joy and happiness, they cry, “What lies ahead for me? How can I know where I’m going?”

When I speak to audiences, I’m often introduced as the “minister of hope.” I like that title and it states my purpose well. I want to offer hope. My role is to bring to others a joyful expectation of the future and to assure them that Heaven is real. My goal on Earth is also to urge others to prepare themselves for the endless and unlimited life in Heaven.

You may dread the dying process, and many of us do. That’s a normal reaction. Experts often point out that most people aren’t afraid of death itself, but of the process of dying. They think of suffering and sadness—and why wouldn’t they? That’s how they usually see the end of life depicted in books, films, videos, and TV.

You may have questions such as:• Will I know anyone?
• What will I look like?
• Will I miss loved ones who don’t make the journey with me?



More serious questions sound like this:• What if I’m not good enough for Heaven?
• If I haven’t lived a good life, would God still want me?
• Why doesn’t a loving God allow everyone into Heaven?
• Will I know my loved ones if I get there?



These are normal questions that most people face. Many are filled with anxiety—and why not? They’re going to a strange place—a place they’ve never been before.

I’d like to tell you the end of the famous book Pilgrim’s Progress, written by John Bunyan in 1678. It’s an allegory about a man named Christian who leaves the City of Destruction to go to the Celestial City. Near the end of the book, Bunyan tells of a dream in which Christian and Hopeful meet two men in shining clothes who point them to the city of pure gold. They can see the city, but to reach it they must cross a deep river, which Bunyan makes clear refers to death. The two angels explain that going across the deep river is the only way to the other side.

As the pilgrim named Christian starts across, he expresses deep fear. He sees the city on the other side but fears that he’ll drown. In the middle of the river, Christian begins to sink and cries out to his companion, Hopeful, saying, “I sink in deep waters, the billows go over my head ...”

Then said the other, “Be of good cheer, my brother. I feel the bottom, and it is good.”1

Despite anxieties and fears, Christian continues forward until   he’s almost to the other side and sees a heavenly host coming out to meet them and welcome them to the city.

More than four hundred years ago Bunyan captured the fear and dread of the process of dying. But he also grasped what would happen once they reached the other side. I’ve been to the other side, and it’s even more wonderful than words can express.

Bunyan understood the problem: We want the joyful life ahead but we don’t want to cross the deep river to get there. His allegory makes it clear that some of the most serious and committed believers grow fearful at the end, but that doesn’t make them unready. It only makes them human. For me, Bunyan’s masterpiece points out that, fearful or joyful, we can know with certainty that we have a special place in Heaven, and it’s a place that’s been reserved just for us.

If you want a fuller answer about Heaven and about how to prepare to enter, you need to ask the right person for the correct information. And who would know more about the pathway to Heaven than Jesus himself? After all, Heaven is his home.
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“How do I get to Heaven?” is a question I hear frequently. The answer is simple: Believe in Jesus Christ. That’s all God requires of us. I like to explain that wonderful plan, which isn’t based on my own experience, but it’s an arrangement Jesus himself formulated. He left instructions on how to make ourselves ready and fulfilled while we wait for the Heaven-bound call.

I want to help you prepare for your life now and to be ready to go at any point in life, not just when you’re 90 minutes away from Heaven.

Here’s how one translation of the Bible states it: “This is how  much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again” (John 3:16-17 [MSG]).

But faith in Jesus isn’t merely mental assent or passive agreement. If we truly believe, our actions demonstrate our faith. The Book of James challenges, “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? ... [F]aith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless (James 2:14, 17 [NLT]).

In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus tells a story—a parable—that shows the lifestyle of true followers. He says that at the end of the world everyone will stand before him. The people who enter into their heavenly reward will do so because of their actions toward others. He says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (verse 40 [TNIV]).

He points out that they do such things as clothing the needy and feeding the hungry. He refers to their acts of love toward those in need.

Paul says that we Christians will face God’s judgment to determine our rewards (see 1 Corinthians 3:10 ff.) “For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body” (2 Corinthians 5:10 [NLT]).

Heaven is the ultimate destination and the perfect reward for a life well lived on Earth. No matter what the word Heaven means  to you personally, most of us consider it as the end of suffering, of pain, and of hardship. It means we’ll endure no more trials and hardships. It means there will be no regret, no guilt, no saying, “If only I had ...” Heaven wipes away all the memories of pain, sadness, and missed opportunities.
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