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I have only just a minute, only 60 seconds in it,  
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it.  
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it,  
But it’s up to me to use it.  
I must suffer if I lose it,  
Give account if I abuse it.  
Just a tiny little minute,  
But eternity is in it.  
What are you going to do with your minute?

 

—Attributed to Dr. Benjamin Mays (1894-1984)
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The Value of 60 SECONDS

Think about the value of 60 seconds—that’s exactly one minute of your time. You can waste your life as you watch those seconds tick away so easily. Or you can realize that they are valuable and during those seconds your life can change.

You no longer have to live a defeated life, wondering where you’re going and what lies ahead. You can make a decision during the next 60 seconds that not only will change your life, but that decision can lead you to greatness.

Greatness? Yes, that’s exactly the word I used.

Greatness may not be fame or immense wealth. It may not mean having the world know who you are, but there are other kinds of greatness. For example, you can change your children and your children’s children and the generations that follow them. And it can all be traced back to you and the choice that you made.

Greatness starts with a choice. A decision.

You can decide to be great.

It starts when you realize the value of each 60 seconds in your life.

Here’s something for you to think about: Actress Halle Berry makes $30 a minute because of who she is. Tiger Woods makes $175 a minute because of what he does. Steven Spielberg earns $675 a minute because of what he gets others to do. Bill Gates is worth more than $6,500 a minute because of what he gets the world to do.

Those are extreme examples, and they’re all about money. But you can use your seconds to turn your life into great value. Just think: You can change your life in 60 seconds. You can start a journey to become someone you’ve never been before. You can move from defeated, poverty-level living to victorious, prosperity-rich living. Only you can make that choice.

Each of us operates with seconds that add up to minutes to hours to days to months and to years. Most of us pay little attention to the seconds that tick away in our lives. Only when we become aware of how much time has passed do we awaken, shake our heads, and wonder how so much time has gone by with so little accomplished.

Those seconds are important.

It’s not the monetary value of time that’s most important. It’s the inner value, the deeper values that make your life more meaningful. Jesus Christ gave what we call the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations. That commission empowers us and teaches us to become everything God wants us to become.

And it can begin during the next 60 seconds. It can begin for anyone. It can begin for you. Right now.

I can teach you to follow the principles that will change your life and, in the process, empower you. The more people I empower, the more valuable each of my minutes becomes. Their minutes are tied up in my minutes. By that I mean I can teach other people and guide them (and so can you) and they become more valuable to themselves and to society. As others become more valuable to the world, that adds value to my minutes.

Here’s an example. A good friend, Dr. Samuel Chand, wanted to become involved in building leadership. Sam didn’t know if he could succeed. He looked at himself (which is always a good place to start) and at his abilities and liabilities. He had come from India at age eighteen, gone to college, earned a few degrees, and eventually he became the president of Beulah Heights University. People know him as a powerful innovator and developer of leaders.

Most of them don’t know that he started where most of you begin. He wanted to teach leadership tactics and principles but he wasn’t sure he could do it. Sam didn’t sit around and wonder, but he made a decision to try. He was willing to fail if he had to, but he was determined to succeed.

He sat under the leadership of John Maxwell, a high-profile leader in the Christian world and a man whose expertise in leadership is much sought after. His time is valuable and expensive. But Sam spent money, time, and a great deal of effort to learn from someone who knew about leadership. He combined Maxwell’s teaching with his own ideas and developed his own uniqueness.

Today, Dr. Samuel Chand gets calls from around the world. His vision is not just to train leaders but to train great leaders to make them even greater and more powerful in their influence in the world. In 2007, the website www.leadershipgurus.com asked members to vote on the thirty top leaders in the country. Sam Chand was number twenty-three. That’s not bad for a man who didn’t know if he could do it.

A major reason Dr. Chand stands where he does now is because he learned from someone who was more valuable—someone whose time he considered more valuable. John Maxwell is at the top of that leadership-guru list. Because he helped Dr. Chand (and certainly others) Dr. Maxwell is even more in demand. Many of those who are at the top in their fields have gone to Dr. Maxwell for his help. His minutes are more valuable because he can make others more valuable.

Don’t overlook those seconds and minutes that pass by every day. The world can change just that fast. Just think: In one minute or less Jesus redeemed all of humanity so they would have a life, a purpose, and a destiny to fulfill. Earlier He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane because He knew the suffering that lay ahead. He could have run away (and He certainly didn’t want to suffer and die) but He made His decision. His 60-second decision is summed up in these words: “Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42b).

Despite His inner turmoil, Jesus made that decision to say yes to God. By that single choice, salvation is available for all of us.

And there is more than salvation. He also offers you life that has meaning and gives you the opportunity to pass on the good things you have received. For example, Jesus told His disciples, and that includes you, “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved . . . I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” ( John 10:9-10). That’s just one more thing that came out of Jesus’ 60-second decision in the Garden.

I’m a pastor of a large church on the east side of Atlanta. I love my congregation and I want to help people and want to do anything I can to help them live that abundant life Jesus promised. I have a dream—a vision—that I want to see fulfilled. When it’s fulfilled it will empower everyone who participates. I want people to start thinking in new ways. I want to hear reports like this: “Sixteen months ago I stopped working for minimum wage because you helped me think differently. Nine months ago I opened my own business. Last week I made a sizeable down payment on my first house.”

That’s not impossible. In fact, that very message came to me in an e-mail from a member of our congregation. I know it’s possible; I know because she has moved from the bottom rung and climbed way, way up the ladder of success.

I know it can happen—and it can happen to you.

Before you read any further, I want to make it clear that I’m against people working for minimum wage. There’s no minimum wage when you’re in the kingdom. If you maximize the value of each minute and accept the possibilities that lie in front of you, you’ll never have to settle for getting by. Yes, many people never move beyond minimum wage, but that’s because they have chosen to stay there.

You don’t have to stay there. In America today, there is no excuse for bringing home the smallest paycheck. It may be the place you have to start; it shouldn’t be the place you finish.

Too many people have no idea what Jesus meant when He said those words I quoted above: “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10b). Abundant living isn’t working for minimum wage. Abundant living isn’t  trying to figure out how to pay the rent and buy groceries with too small an income. Abundant living isn’t being forced to ask others to give you a ride to church because you can’t afford to buy a car.

When I dream of others living abundantly, I dream of seeing people who come behind me with genuine, authentic experiences. They are people who are serious about changing their lives and living in the abundance God promises. They don’t have to become millionaires, although some do. What they have to do is to make that split-second decision that says, “I will change. I will not allow life to crush me.”

I’m tired of folk playing religious church, regurgitating the same old words, ending up with a sorrowful face, and saying, “Bishop, pray for me.” They want something or someone to help them and they come to me or the other ministers because they feel they need to be pepped up.

I’m not interested in pepping up people, but I am interested in seeing their lives changed. This isn’t just a new idea that Bishop Eddie Long dreamed up and decided to preach.

I see the promises all through the Bible. The language may be different, but the intent is the same. For example, I point you to the prophet-priest named Ezra. He came along after the Persian king allowed Jews to return to Jerusalem. Ezra understood. He didn’t depend on anything but God.

King Artaxerxes gave Ezra permission to return and rebuild Jerusalem. Along the way, Ezra made the people stop by the River Ahava for three days while they fasted and prayed. Here are Ezra’s words: “Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from Him the right way for us and our little ones and all our possessions. For I was  ashamed to request of the king an escort of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy on the road, because we had spoken to the king, saying, ‘The hand of our God is upon all those for good who seek Him, but His power and His wrath are against all those who forsake Him’” (Ezra 8:21-22).

I hope you get that. Ezra wanted God to provide protection for their team and to lead them to Jerusalem. He refused to ask the king to take care of them. It’s not the same as relying on the government to provide minimum wage, but the principle is the same: If you trust God, you can move beyond your poverty. If you turn to the government for help, you’ll survive—barely. If you choose to use your gifts and build on your unique gifts just as Sam Chand did, you’ll understand. You’ll know that Jesus wants you to survive abundantly. You’ll also know that He wants to help you do that.

After Ezra reached Jerusalem, he made all the people of Israel stand in an open square in the newly rebuilt city while he read the Law of Moses “from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law” (Nehemiah 8:3). The priests read the Law all day long “and they gave the sense, and helped  them to understand the reading” (verse 8). After the reading of the Law, Ezra said, “The joy of the LORD is your strength” (verse 10).

He meant that God not only wanted them to hear what they were supposed to do (and the leaders explained so they would understand), they were to go out and obey. If they obeyed what they heard, God’s joy would strengthen them. He meant that they would know who God was and they would know who they were. That knowledge would fill them with joy and gratitude and strengthen them as they moved ahead.

Not much has changed since the time of Ezra. Believers already have the strength available. The joy waits for people to catch the vision and to accept it. Those who catch the 60-second-change vision don’t need to be pepped up. They won’t find the joy from the world or from believing the lies they hear that they can’t get any better or move upward in this life.

You can get better. Your life can get better. You can enter into the joy of the Lord and enjoy the life God wants you to have. Please read that again: The life God wants you to have.

If you start at the right place, you can end at the right place. I’ll tell you exactly the right place to start. It begins with the question Jesus asked His disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15).

“Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’ ” (verse 16).

Like Peter, that’s the first question you need to answer. Who is Jesus? Who is Jesus in your life? Before you try to figure out who you’re going to marry, when you’re going to go to school, where you’re going to live, how much money you need, or when you’re going to retire, this is the question for you to answer. Jesus isn’t a great prophet like Elijah or just a good man. He’s not in the god pool so you can call him out whenever you want. He is the only true and living God, all by Himself.

Peter’s statement is more than just the correct answer. He knew that Jesus was the Christ—the Messiah—the Savior. He could answer the question correctly only because he had already had an encounter with God. Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (verse 17).

I hope you understand that statement. People didn’t tell Simon Peter who Jesus was. He didn’t hear it as a Sunday school message. Peter didn’t get it rubbed on him by the bishop. That insight came because Peter had met Jesus face-to-face and he believed.

There was more. Jesus went on to say to him, “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (verse 18). He says to Peter and to anyone else that on the rock of belief He builds His church.

It’s as if Jesus said, “I build My church on your recognition of My identity.” He refers to the church as the body of Christ. When you become a Christian, you become part of what we call the mystical body of Christ. He is the head, and you join with others throughout the ages who are His arms, feet, and voice.

And it’s not just a message from Jesus or from the New Testament. Proverbs 22:29 reads, “Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before unknown men.” Unknown means obscure and insignificant. He means that if you are diligent in your daily business life, you will be changed, and God will bless you so that you don’t just show up in front of common, everyday people, you will show up before kings.

He means that when individuals work and do things well, they are brought into the presence of those with power. That applies to you as much as anyone else in the universe. If you are faithful to God, you can be assured that God will be faithful to you.

Here’s an example. I had breakfast one morning with a Christian brother who is in his thirties. He knew who he was and knew what God could do in his life. He had grown up in an impoverished neighborhood with parents who struggled each month to pay the  rent. However, that didn’t hold back my friend. He believed he could achieve and he did.

“What are you doing next week?” I asked.

“I’m going to England.”

“Really? A vacation?”

He shook his head and smiled. “I have an appointment to meet with the queen and then I’ll—”

I didn’t hear the rest of the sentence: I was too overawed. He was going to meet with the Queen of England. He was ready to meet royalty because he knew his life was grounded in Christ. He had made that 60-second turnaround when he was in his teens. That 60-second decision changed the direction of his life.

Your life can change, too. You can attain greatness with that simple 60-second decision.

60 SECONDS TO THINK

Try to imagine that you have just started to live your last day on earth. You know you will die tomorrow. Think about the questions below because the time will come when it truly is your last day on earth.

Take 60 seconds to answer each of these questions:1. What are three ways in which my life mattered?
2. Who will remember me and what will they say about me?
3. What have been the three most important things in my life?
4. To what did I devote most of my time and my energy?
5. What greatness have I accomplished?
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60 SECONDS FOR A Personal Encounter with God

 

 

 

I want you to have a life plan and I want to help you make one that satisfies you and leads you to greatness in your life. Before you can do that, however, you need to have a personal, intimate encounter with God.

I’d like you to take one minute to make certain you have had a godly encounter. This isn’t about going to church, serving in a soup kitchen, or singing a lot of hymns. This is about meeting Jesus Christ the Savior.

Before you go any further, I want you to have an encounter that will transform your life. It’s not enough just to have your name written in heaven, but it’s for you to be involved in an ongoing, daily intimacy with the Creator of your soul.

In many churches, we’ve emphasized church membership. Maybe we do that too much, especially by insisting people come forward and proclaim their sinfulness and their need for Jesus  Christ. Too often that practice has disintegrated into joining an organization and it doesn’t always lead to an encounter with God. The gospel methods that worked with your grandparents don’t necessarily work today.

Today’s seekers think like this: If I like the church, if I like the programs, if I like how the preacher preaches, I’ll go on the Internet and check out what they do and what kind of activities go on besides Sunday morning. Then I’ll decide if I want to get involved.

That’s the mentality. I’m not judging it; I’m only pointing out how it works. Eventually, many of them join New Birth (or any other church) based on what the church can do for them. Notice that: what the church can do for them.

“Why not?” a woman asked me. “Isn’t that the way we choose schools for our children, especially when we consider college? We ask a lot of questions. Is it accredited? Does it have a good football team? Who are the teachers and are they good? What kind of credentials do they have? Is the school convenient to my home?”

That person was right about colleges but she was wrong about the church. At the door of the church is where the situation changes. Yes, the church serves, but those of us who come through those doors are also the servants. We focus on what we can do for each other inside our membership as well as what we can do for those who don’t enter our doors.

What can you do to help? Who needs you? Those are good questions for you to ponder. If you do and put your thoughts into action, you’ll also discover that in helping others, God helps you. In giving we receive, in helping we’re helped.

The mind-set of modern seekers is one important reason megachurches grow: A bigger church usually means they have great leadership and also it means they can offer more to their parishioners. The variety of things going on around a megachurch can astound first-time visitors. For example, let’s say a newcomer asks about a particular sport and someone on staff says, “Yes, we have athletic programs, such as soccer, football, racquetball, and basketball. We also offer aerobics and weight training.”

“But what about spiritual help?”

They’ll be quick to add, “We have counseling ministries with trained staff who can help with emotional, spiritual, or financial problems.”

They see your teens with you and before you can catch your breath, you hear, “Yes, we have programs for youth. We offer job training, health fairs, and college assistance programs. We have several mentoring programs, men’s programs, and women’s programs.”

While you’re trying to absorb all the information, the person says, “If you have a need and don’t see a program that meets it, let us know and we’ll do what we can to start one.”

That’s how megachurches function. When people come along, we can plug them into a program that meets their needs and we’re able to provide them with what they want. They are excellent programs. We have top-quality leaders.

But again I want to be clear: Even when people sign up for those programs, it doesn’t mean they’ve made a decision to live right. It means they have gone where they found programs to meet their felt needs. That’s not wrong; it’s just not enough.

That kind of situation also makes it easy to church jump. If people are not heavily committed, little things can upset them and they will move on. It can be as minor as the traffic flow, too many people on the racquetball courts, the length of a sermon, or  the “wrong kind” of music. If there’s no commitment, there’s no sense of feeling they have a divine destiny or purpose. So for many of the church hoppers it makes no difference which church they attend.

Let’s try it the other way. Instead of looking at what the church or any group will do for you, what if you focused on having a change of heart? That change starts when you meet God on a personal level. That may be the moment when you know you’re loved, and you commit yourself to follow Him. Many people make the head decision to come to church but they don’t connect that with a heart decision. I want everyone to seek an encounter with God. But too often seekers come in as sinners and they go out as sinners.

I want to see hearts changed. This book is about change that starts on the inside and works its way outside and challenges your attitudes, your behaviors, and the way you live.

Because of wanting to see people’s hearts change, for many years I followed the traditional method of preaching the best I could and ending with an invitation to come forward and surrender to Jesus Christ.

But something made me rethink that approach. I learned that although my intention was good and my heart was right, it didn’t mean I always used the best methods. I wanted to keep learning how to be more effective in leading people to a heart-encounter with Jesus.

For instance, the first time I worshiped at Tony Evans’s church he preached a wonderful message. Traditionally a preacher will finish a sermon with a killer statement and plead with people to come forward. Tony preached so powerfully I knew he would squeeze the congregation to get all those new converts to surge forward. I  wanted to study his technique and see if I could learn something from him.

Instead, he said quietly, “I’m giving the benediction. If any of you have heard the voice of the Lord and want to follow Jesus Christ, there will be some folk standing up here and they’ll take you in.”

Just those simple words and he pronounced the benediction.

Tony, you missed an opportunity, I thought. I didn’t understand what he did. He didn’t push, urge, plead, or beg anyone to surrender their lives to Jesus. It was as if he said, “Okay, I’ve done my best and told you about Jesus Christ. If God has touched your heart and you truly want to have a personal encounter with Him, you can do that after we close the service. You can make your way up here while the rest of us go home.”

He didn’t make it slick or glamorous, and surely not emotional. He certainly didn’t pull for people to weep and wail as they hurried forward. He didn’t use that special music to whip it up to make people feel emotional so they would get out of their seats and come forward. Tony, I thought, you did everything wrong.

But as I pondered what he had done, I knew Tony Evans had done the right thing. Those who had been touched would find their way to the front. They didn’t have to be begged. In fact, if we have to beg, isn’t that forcing them? And as the old saying goes, “A man forced against his will is of the same opinion still.”

If God had spoken to them, as Tony indicated, they wouldn’t be able to sit still. If they had made that all-important, life-changing decision, they would have to take action of some kind. Tony gave them the opportunity, but they had to make their own decision.

As I pondered that day at Tony Evans’s church, I asked if our  approach had been wrong. Maybe we’ve tried to do the work of the Holy Spirit and bring conviction that only God can bring.

Since that day at Tony Evans’s church, I’ve often ended the service the same way at New Birth Church. It’s not easy for me to do that because I’ve been conditioned to nudge and to beg people. I’ve been giving altar calls for twenty-plus years. Many times I’ve thought if I don’t invite them to confess to Jesus Christ, I’ll lose somebody. They’ll leave here without knowing Jesus Christ.

But another part of me says, “Yes, if you pull hard enough, they’ll come forward, they’ll pray and they’ll say all the right words. But will their hearts be changed? Have their emotions been stirred but their hearts not converted?” I also wondered why they came forward. Was it because of an emotional moment or a painful situation when they were vulnerable? Was it truly the Holy Spirit who brought conviction? Did they just need a chance for emotional release and now they’re free to go back to their old ways?

I also know that most churches have a back door, a very large back door, so that almost as many leave as those who come in. Many of those who pray, “I am a sinner,” one Sunday can’t be found a month later. Under the old system, we had folks join us one Sunday and we couldn’t find them the next. They listed wrong addresses or inaccurate telephone numbers—as if they didn’t want to be found. We’ve learned to discount 20 percent of the new ones who come forward at the end of the service. We know we won’t see them again.

Maybe Tony Evans was right.

 

 

 

I have an order of worship but whenever God shows up my order is gone. Yet there is still order. There are times we experience an attitude of praise and worship that’s phenomenal. At those times, I don’t move fast trying to get to my sermon. Sometimes I don’t even preach my sermon. Instead, I try to listen—really listen—and hear the Spirit of the Lord in that moment. God can speak to all His people and it doesn’t have to be through preachers like me. And during those powerful moments, there is just as much of a direct, major encounter going on between God and the people who worship as there is between the Lord and me. At that moment, God doesn’t need me to do anything except sit still and listen.

That’s a problem some pastors have in this new kind of swing of events. They think God needs them and that God can’t operate among the congregation without their leading it. When God shows up, sometimes He may want the leaders to shut up. He may be working on somebody in the balcony in a different way than He is working on someone in the front row or someone in the choir.

When the glory of the Lord is in the house and I stand up to talk or hurry into my message, I interrupt God at work. If I move or say anything, I’ll disrupt the Holy Spirit’s work, so I’m learning how to be patient. I’m learning to read God. If it means people will come, grow, and lie down before the altar, I’m not going to disturb that. I didn’t ask them to come forward, but apparently the Holy Spirit did.

One thing that deeply touches me is to see teenagers weeping, praying, and crying out for God to forgive them. When that happens spontaneously, that’s not manipulation. They rush forward without being pulled, enticed, or begged. That is an authentic move of God and when I’m at church I’m going to let the Lord have His way.

I try to be open to talk when God wants me to speak. I have to  hear God say, “Open your mouth.” The proof to me that I did the right thing shows because of the great testimonies throughout the week from members of the congregation by e-mail.

Previously, we rarely received any immediate responses from the congregation, but the Internet has changed that. People from all over the world now send e-mail messages. It says they’re watching and they let us know their responses and allow us to rejoice with them after they have made significant decisions.

It’s phenomenal and we have to be able to shift to meet people where they are. They’re into real-world stuff and they want to come to a church where they sense they can feel good because they’ve been accepted.

People aren’t stupid. They know when we do something mechanical or purely from ritual. They also sense it when God intervenes and touches their hearts.

When I talk about this, inside my head I carry a picture of the concept I want to share. I study all week and I can “see” what I want to communicate. My picture is twenty inches by twenty. I describe it the best I can but when I do, it may become only ten inches by ten to those who hear it. Still it’s the best I can do.

I have to stretch myself to project a big picture to those who listen and stretch in such a way that they can grasp what the Spirit is saying behind the words.

The responsibility belongs to those who hear what I say. If I teach or preach the best I can, I’ve done what I need to do. At least seven times in the book of Revelation it lays the burden on those who hear. So if God does that in the Bible, should I do less? “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (see Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; and see also 13:9).

I know there’s a big difference between hearing and truly hearing. Someone put it this way, “She hears me, but she doesn’t listen to anything I say.” I understand and it reminds me of when I was a kid. My daddy would tell me to empty the trash and I’d nod or say, “Yeah, okay,” but I didn’t get moving. I stayed in front of the TV and watched cartoons.

A few minutes later, Daddy would say, “Did you hear me?”

The second time, his voice was louder and I knew I had to do something. I had heard his words the first time, but the second time I heard the words as a call to action that meant, “Do it now.” I got up fast and emptied the trash.

The point I want to make is that the proof of hearing—real hearing—results in doing. I expect members of my congregation to be extremely prayerful. I don’t want them to come to Sunday worship for their Bible study; I want them to have Bible study every day. I want them to read the Bible and pray every day. If they do that, by the time I minister to them, I don’t have to give them a fresh revelation. Instead, I actually give them confirmation.

And most times I can tell who’s really with me when I pull out my Bible and I say, “Let’s turn to Mark 15.” People start to say, “Wow,” or “Yes,” and say it with enthusiasm because they know that passage. Some will have studied it just that week. They have had no conversation with me but during that week they were drawn to Mark 15, or they have discussed that chapter with someone. I confirm and fill in the blanks of something they’re already doing.

I don’t want them to come to church expecting this man or that woman to be a giant spiritual guru while they sit like blank slates waiting for somebody to write words on their hearts. I want them to have their own devotional life where they’re “prayed up,” so that  when someone stands up to speak, they are already fully in the conversation. And what is marvelous about all that is I haven’t talked directly to any of them.

But evidently we’ve all talked to the same Man. And the beauty of it is that they’ll have studied Mark or some text and what I say adds to their understanding and supports what they’ve been studying. As I speak and confirm, the Bible opens up for them. When that happens, they’re not looking at my ten-by-ten picture but they can see the twenty-by-twenty for themselves. We’re looking at the same picture.

I don’t want you to be lazy Christians. I don’t want you to be able to say, “It’s true because Bishop Long said it.” I want you to say, “It’s true because it’s in the Bible and I also know it’s true because I’ve experienced it in my heart.” I want you to be able to say, “This is what I know. This is what I’ve experienced.”

When you talk that way, I know you’ve made that 60-second decision to follow Jesus Christ. Your words and your attitude are proof of your encounter with God and tell me that you’re on the road to greatness. You’re not getting a secondhand testimony because I’ve worked through what I preach. You hear my words and you shout about something you know firsthand.

When I speak I want you to be like the people of Berea. In the book of Acts, Paul and Silas preached at the city of Thessalonica, but the people were so hostile the preachers were forced to leave. Immediately they went to the city of Berea. “When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:10-11).

When I refer to the Berean account, I mean that I want every saint—everyone who comes into the presence of the Lord, including you—to come into a mighty experience in worship so often that they are like bottles with a cork in them. And they will come in after having been dipped in the anointing and the full flow of God’s Spirit.

I’ll explain that. Did you ever notice what happens when you take an empty bottle with a cork in it and plunge it into the water? Almost immediately, the bottle becomes wet on the outside, and as soon as you take it out of the water and hold it up, the water starts to drip off. The bottle soon becomes dry. But when you pull out that cork and stick the bottle back into the water and dip it all the way under, it gets filled with water.

That’s the experience I want for people when they come to church and into the presence of other believers. I want them to be like the bottle with the cork that’s been popped. The presence of the Lord doesn’t just touch us and move around us, but fills us inside where it won’t run out.

60 SECONDS TO THINK

I want you to take this personal journey with me and with other readers of this book. But you have to start at the right place. I don’t care if you’re a fifty-year church member or have only attended church five times in your life. You still have to start at the right place—at the beginning.

I want you to examine yourself for one full minute. After you’ve done that, I want you to choose which one of the sentences below applies to you:1. I am a believer and have faithfully followed Jesus Christ.
2. I am a believer and I’ve tried to follow Jesus Christ, and I do it most of the time.
3. I’m a believer but I’ve failed God more often than I’ve obeyed, but I truly want to be obedient to God.
4. I’d like to believe so I can follow Jesus Christ.


After you have selected the sentence that best describes you, write the answers to the following questions:• What is one decision I must make to prove to myself and to others that I want to follow Jesus Christ? 
• What one action do I need to take to prove to myself and to others that I want to follow Jesus Christ?



Write these words: “I will.” This is your way of saying to yourself and to God that you are willing to do whatever God asks of you.
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