
  [image: cover.jpg]


  The Book of Scripture vs. Culture


  Pastor Raymond Vietmeier


  Copyright © 2019 by Pastor Raymond Vietmeier


  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods without the prior written permission of the publisher. For permission requests, solicit the publisher via the address below.


  Christian Faith Publishing, Inc.


  832 Park Avenue


  Meadville, PA 16335


  www.christianfaithpublishing.com


  All statements made about political parties and persons in those parties have been aired on nation-wide and/or world-wide television broadcasts or printed in newspapers. There is nothing written herein that the public was not previously been made aware. They have been mentioned as a reminder of the truth.


  Printed in the United States of America


  Table of Contents


  
    An Explanation and the Purpose for This Book
  


  
    

  


  
    The Story of a Boy Who Was Guided through Life by God
  


  
    

  


  
    Miracles Executed by God
  


  
    

  


  
    Lessons Learning from a Lifelong Relationship with God
  


  
    

  


  
    Lessons I Earned as a Pastor about Scripture vs. Culture
  


  
    

  


  
    Lessons Learned from Producing God’s Songs
  


  
    

  


  
    New Songs Written as though They Were a Sermon
  


  
    

  


  
    The Need for Disciples
  


  
    

  


  
    There Is More to Be Learned from the Whole Bible
  


  
    

  


  
    How Can We Correct What Is Happening
  


  
    

  


  
    Chapter 1


    An Explanation and the Purpose for This Book


    The paragraph you are now reading is the result of God wanted me, the author, to make a point very clear to the readers of this book. At various times I will state that this book is God inspired. I need to clarify that those parts of the book that talk about people and events in my life God may have suggested I include them, but the sentences used are not inspired in detail by God. The wording used is from my own memory plus may even be modified by the editor to sound better. Those parts of the book where I am comparing what God has inspired in his scriptures, vs the paths that our country’s culture is taking is inspired by God down to the exact wording used. God did not want the readers to think that one hundred percent of this book was God inspired down to the exact wording of every sentence. Only certain parts are truly God inspired sentences. The fact that this book is to be published is God’s desire. He directed me, as one of many of his prophets, to write it so that his words to the people get printed and published for all to read. God uses his prophets to get his words out to the people including those words that may foretell what will happen in the future under certain circumstances.


    The name of this book describes its primary purpose. That is, to get God’s word out about his concern as to what his planned paths are for his people as they are written in the scriptures of the Holy Bible verses the paths being taken by our current culture in the United States and all around the world. Christians are taught that God has given we humans a free will. We can choose to listen to God and allow him to guide us down the path he has planned for us or we can ignore him and listen to Satan and go down a path that will lead us to eternal damnation rather than eternal life.


    Secondary to that main purpose this book will show how he takes a selected individual and guides him down the path that he has planned for him since before creation. You heard correctly. God has an overall plan for the entire world which is supplemented by his plan for each individual. It is believed by most biblical scholars that both plans were designed by God even before he created the universe, the earth and the people, animals and plants which occupy the earth.


    The Bible also teaches us that we are not to love the world. The world we are not to love is the dark world which is under the control of Satan. We are allowed to love the world as God created it. That is, the mountains, flowers, rivers, oceans as well as each other and the plants and animals he placed on the earth.


    Later you will find that Jesus taught us to love each other. The Bible teaches us that we humans are above the animals. I now quote Mathew 6:25-27:


    Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than Food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them.


    Are you not much more valuable then they. Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?


    We have preservation societies which continue to see that the population of animals all over the world are cared for and great attempts are in place to assure their continued existence and their continued health.


    However, the world we are not to be in love with is the dark world. This is explained quite eloquently in the words of Jesus in the biblical scripture of John 15:18–25:


    If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hates me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you. A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law. They hated me without reason.


    In the Bible, Jesus has this to say in John 12:35–36:


    Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.”


    Because those who live in the dark do not know where they are going, they are blinded and unable to see the truth like those who live in the light. One common belief of those who live in the dark is that Moses did not write the first four books of the Bible. Jesus rebukes that idea in John 5:45–47:


    But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?


    Scripture also says that those who live in the dark think that all the things believed by those who live in the light are foolishness, for example, those who say the Bible is foolishness because it was not written by God or any higher being and was simply written by men. One only has to read from 1 Corinthians 2:14:


    The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.


    As we see the culture within the United States turning toward the dark world, we stand to no longer be blessed by God. It is written that the nation that accepts God is blessed by God. But the nation that no longer accepts God will no longer be blessed by God. The new dark culture led by the Democratic Party here in the United States wants to remove all mention of God from all government buildings and public places. They do not like the wording of “In God We Trust” written on our currency. They do not like the Ten Commandments to exist in our courthouses. Yet it is the courts that try to teach us not to break any of the Ten Commandments. How can that make any sense? It simply is not logical.


    Sadly, the current culture in most of the world is made up of those who live in the dark. Therefore, there are now those who want a culture where babies are murdered because mothers do not want them. A news report just came out that the governors of the states of New York and Illinois just signed a bill into law that the lives of babies can be terminated at or shortly after birth.


    Those who live in the light know that God places the spirit He selects into the embryo at the time of conception, that is, at the exact time when one little sperm enters the egg. Therefore, life begins immediately upon conception. As was stated earlier, the culture of those who live in the dark world sees the concept of life beginning at the time of conception as more foolishness.


    So many good people who consider themselves Christians believe that if God is a loving God, He will allow all to enter heaven if they feel they are a good person and treat others in a kind fashion. Jesus makes it very clear in John 14:6:


    I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.


    He adds to that in verse 7:


    If you really know me, you will know my Father as well from now on, you do know him and have seen him.


    Some believe because they have regularly attended a Christian church, they are a true Christian. Some say because their parents were Christians, that makes them Christians as well.


    See Jesus’s answers in His teaching of Nicodemus in John 3:3–7:


    “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”


    “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”


    Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’”


    Before continuing, the author wishes to acknowledge that all biblical quotes are from the New International Version (NIV) Study Bible unless otherwise stated.


    We are to sincerely, without question, love God! The best biblical quote for this is Matthew 22:37–40:


    To answer the lawyer’s question, Jesus quoted from the great Jewish confession of faith called the Shema. The confession is called this because it begins with the Hebrew word, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. (NKJV)


    As stated earlier, the secondary purpose is to show how God selects some individuals and then guides and directs them down his planned path in order for them to be trained to ultimately do special assignments for him. Chapters 2 through 5 are concerned with this.


    Chapter 2 will tell about one such individua from the time he was a small child until he became a man and began to work for God as a pastor, disciple and prophet.


    Chapter 3 will tell about how God protected that same individual from harm and even death so that his plan for that person would eventually come to be fulfilled.


    Chapter 4 deals with the lessons this selected individual learned as it relates to his lifelong relationship with God.


    Then, Chapter 5 describes what lessons the person learned as a Pastor about scripture vs culture. Primarily, how the writing of sermons under the directions of God became a major part of the person’s training.


    Chapters 6 and 7 describe how God used the persons Spiritual Gift of musical talent to write songs for him. These are God’s songs but he directed this person to write and produce CDs so these songs can teach those who listen to them about what God wants them to learn and know; primarily, the truth and not the lies of the dark world. The theme of each song describs the truth for all to hear.


    Beginning with chapter 8 this book will tell about the need for disciples in order to pass on to as many people about the gospels; that God sent his only Son Jesus to earth to become the Lamb of God and pay the ultimate price in order to pay for the sins of those who accept Jesus and decide to be born again and follow Jesus and his teachings. The main function of these last 3 chapters is to tell the truth about God’s concern for how our culture is leaning toward the dark world and not following God’s instructions as written in the scriptures of the Holy Bible.The story begins when the boy was very young but continues through the boy’s life until he was a grown man when God spoke to him directly so that he would obey God as he began to do God’s work as God directed. Each task provided more of God’s guidance and directing to cause the person to do God’s work in the precise way God wanted. This chapter gives a personal life history of this anointed one to whom God was teaching there were more things to learn. Therefore, this book will cover the specific ways God taught this person. It explains what lessons the person learned as the result of various assignments given to him by God.


    God accomplished His plan for this person by guidance and training. Ultimately, the boy became a man and must begin using the guidance and training God provided throughout his life.


    In another chapter, this book tells of the miracles God performed in order to keep this person protected from harm and even death multiple times. These miracles began during childhood and continued throughout his life. You will see how this person learned simply because of his very close and loving relationship with the Holy Trinity. Keep in mind what was quoted earlier about the two commands in the Jewish confession of faith called the Shema about loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind. Throughout this boy’s life, he continued to do exactly that. He always kept God first—not only God the Father but the Son and the Holy Spirit.


    These are the lessons the person learned both as God ordained and finally as an ordained independent minister through a fellowship which is authorized by Matthew 28:19–20. One assignment from God was as a pastor to preach to a special congregation for God.


    There are the lessons when God had this person write songs for Him. They were God’s songs, and God provided the melodies and guided the person to the scriptures to use as the source of the lyrics of each song.


    God then had new songs He wanted to be produced, but this time the topics or sources of the lyrics were to be accomplished as though the songwriter was researching for the writing of sermons.


    Finally, God wants this book to tell about the need for disciples.

  


  
    Chapter 2


    The Story of a Boy Who Was Guided through Life by God


    This chapter and the next one were the most difficult chapters to write. Chapter 2 tells a brief story of my life—the author. The next chapter is similar because it tells about the miracles God performed in order to guide me down the paths He planned for me so that I would learn what I needed to know in order to do the work I must perform for Him.


    The first reason for the difficulty is that I wanted to explain how God takes certain chosen people and then guides and directs them to go down the path that He has planned. The second reason is that this book is about the comparison of scriptures vs. cultures of the dark world. How does one insert one’s life story and God’s miracles, yet somehow have it tied into the main theme of scripture vs. culture? Hopefully, you will be able to recognize those events that took place which allowed me to learn about how many cultures, including that of our own country, are diametrically opposed to what God has in mind in His inspired writing of the Bible.


    God has two kinds of paths. The first is the path He wants for His entire creation. The second are the paths He plans for each individual in order to get each of us to do as He wishes. There are some, like myself, who have been assigned a path which will allow them to become preachers and disciples. We are the ones God wants to prune and train so that eventually we will be fully prepared to do His work.


    I wanted to write a brief version of the primary things in my life that only I know but have a direct relationship to God’s plan for me. To try to tell the life story about anyone else is impossible. I do not have the knowledge about the life of anyone else to the degree that is required to write their life’s story. The only life story that I can write about is my own. I finally decided to use my real name and not a pseudonym. I also have written my story in the third person so as to make sure I was not the center of attention. It was my intent to keep from writing an autobiography. The story must be centered on how God guided and directed me all through my life. As the author, I did not want to draw attention to myself but rather to God. Therefore, the story does not contain every detail about my life but only a summary which pertains to God’s guidance and the places where scripture is compared to culture.


    You may be wondering why a story about the author’s life is included in a book about scripture vs. culture. Here is the logic behind my decision to include this chapter. Please remember God had a plan for me to become a preacher and enlighten those who would listen about Jesus—the gospel. I was to also write a book primarily about scripture vs. culture. That could only be accomplished if I was guided and trained by God all through my life to eventually prepare me for my multiple assignments to do His work and tell others about what is going wrong with our culture. I am to point out why our culture is becoming the complete opposite of what the scriptures teach us. I would no longer work for companies in a world under the control of Satan. I was to be one of God’s children—His children of light. Then it was God’s plan for me to become more than one of His children. I was to become an ordained preacher. That thought did not enter my human brain until I became an elderly adult.


    Remember what Jesus says in the book of John 12:35:


    Then Jesus told them, You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before the darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going.


    Also in the book of Romans 2:19–21:


    If you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children, because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—you, then, who teaches others, do you not teach yourself?


    Ephesians 5:8–11 states:


    For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light for the fruit of the light consists of all goodness, righteousness and truth, find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness but rather expose them.


    These verses from the Holy Bible teach us that we who live in the light must also see the light as well. But as for those who live in the dark world and do not know where they are going, we are to expose them.


    Therefore, according to Jesus, we must live in the light as children of light because it is only those whom God considers His own—who are the children of light—who will see the kingdom of heaven. The children of light can enter heaven because upon being born again, they became one of many children of light. However, Jesus cautions the children of light about failing to be fruitful, about obeying His commands as He obeyed God’s commands. Jesus told us in John 15:1–17 about this warning. If we, who are children of light, fail to be fruitful, we will be cut from Jesus, the vine, and thrown down to wither. Then, such branches are thrown into the fire to be burned. I am not exaggerating this one bit. That means that those who are not fruitful and fail to obey Jesus’s commands will no longer be in Jesus and Jesus will no longer be in them. They are cut from Jesus, the vine.


    So we remain children of light because we grow as Christians. To grow as Christians, we become fruitful, and we also must continue to obey Jesus’s commands. Additionally, we must expose all those who are in the dark according to the above quote from the book of Ephesians. This book exposes those who live in the dark and act in complete disobedience to the teachings of the Bible. To them, the Bible, God, and Jesus are all foolishness.


    It is easy to see this battle going on in the world with the radicalized haters of everyone but their own. What seems to be so ironic to me is the fact that they think anyone who is not radicalized as they are must die because that is what God wants. We are told by those who are Muslims that the Koran does not talk about Muslims killing other Muslims. Nor does it say Muslims should kill Christians and Jews. In fact, we are told, and I believe them, that they are not to kill anyone. Remember “Thou shall not kill” is one of the Ten Commandments. God said that vengeance is His and His alone.


    Before I begin the actual story, I wish to explain that from the time I was old enough to begin to understand what my life was about, I understood that I had a very close relationship with God and His Son, Jesus. It was not until the end of my story that I fully realized that my entire life I was guided by God to eventually work for Him as a singer, songwriter, musician, minister, preacher, author, and even a landscape artist painting pictures which express scriptures. At some point, I realized I was planned to be God ordained and eventually be ordained by a Christian fellowship that recognized I was already God ordained and had the biblical knowledge to be ordained by them under the authority of Matthew 28:19–20. After answering several hours of questions and having those answers reviewed by a council of elders, I was officially an ordained independent minister—in more common terms, a nondenominational preacher.


    And now, for the life story of a boy who was chosen by God to do His work, the story begins with the boy being born Raymond Junior McDowell into a dysfunctional family. Raymond’s birth mother was an alcoholic, and his biological father was a womanizer and abusive to his mother and two sisters as well as Raymond. Ray does not remember being abused, but later in life he was informed by one of his sisters who is only two years older that all three children were abused at the hands of their father. Raymond remembers being in their apartment unattended by anyone because his mother worked in a factory in St. Louis.


    As it turned out, his mother got paid one Friday and went to a bar and began to spend the rent and food money on booze. She got drunk and ended up in jail. Raymond was told later that she had been hiding with her three children in order to protect herself and her kids from the abusive treatment of their father. He did not know where his children were.


    Had it not been for her ending up in jail, the hiding would have continued to be successful. As it was, their father knew many of the officers of the St. Louis Police Department. That Friday, the children were left alone in the apartment as usual, but with only one slice of bread. Raymond was only two at the time, and his next oldest sister was four, and his oldest sister was six. He did not have a chance to win the battle over that one slice of bread.


    A neighbor in their apartment complex heard the three kids arguing and fighting over that slice of bread. She called the police and explained that the McDowell kids were fighting and their mother had not come home from work. The police knew that their mother was in jail and informed their father what was going on. He and the police broke into the apartment and “rescued his three children” as he later told Raymond. Raymond remembered that he did not know this man but that his two sisters did know him. They left the apartment with their father.


    Raymond remembered there being a fire nearby with large fire hoses strewn all over the street and sidewalk. Because he was only two years old, he had a difficult time walking over the hoses. Their father picked Raymond up and slung him over his right arm with his right hand on his hip. Raymond’s ribs were hurting, but he was too afraid to say anything. He only remembered his two sisters saying over and over, “She is a bad lady.”


    After that, their parents divorced. Raymond’s birth mother remarried and moved to California. His father also remarried but to a woman who had an older boy from a previous marriage. She and her son were very abusive. Raymond remembers being afraid of both of them. He now has a picture taken with this very mean boy and his two sisters, sitting on a terrace. He still remembers the four posing for that picture. Many of you may not believe that a seventy-five-year-old man could possibly remember things that happened when he was only two years old. Like many, Raymond does have an excellent long-term memory. Sometimes though, he does forget where he puts things and has to search for them. Like many his age, he begins to have that problem.


    Their father did not really want his three children.
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