
[image: Cover: Warwickshire, written by J. Charles Cox, published by Taylor and Francis Group.]


Routledge Revivals

Warwickshire

First published in 1914, Warwickshire by J. Charles Cox is a comprehensive guide to the county’s rich heritage, natural beauty, and historical significance. This meticulously detailed work explores Warwickshire’s geography, flora and fauna, history, antiquities, and industries, offering readers a vivid portrayal of its physical and cultural landscape. The book also includes an alphabetical description of notable places within the county, making it an invaluable resource for historians, travelers, and enthusiasts of English regional studies. Enhanced by maps, illustrations, and a bibliography, Cox’s work remains a timeless tribute to Warwickshire’s charm and legacy.




Warwickshire

J. Charles Cox

[image: Logo: Routledge Revivals, Taylor and Francis Group.]



iFirst published in 1914

by Methuen & Co.

This edition first published in 2026 by Routledge

4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

and by Routledge

605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© J. Charles Cox, 1914

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Publisher’s Note

The publisher has gone to great lengths to ensure the quality of this reprint but points out that some imperfections in the original copies may be apparent.

Disclaimer

The publisher has made every effort to trace copyright holders and welcomes correspondence from those they have been unable to contact.

For Product Safety Concerns and Information please contact our EU representative GPSR@taylorandfrancis.com. Taylor & Francis Verlag GmbH, Kaufingerstraße 24,
80331 München, Germany

A Library of Congress record exists under ISBN: 14009891

ISBN: 978-1-041-35287-7 (hbk)

ISBN: 978-1-003-79698-5 (ebk)

ISBN: 978-1-041-35288-4 (pbk)

iiBook DOI 10.4324/9781003796985




iii

[image: The image features a tall, Gothic-style church tower with a pointed spire, intricate stonework, and arched windows. The tower rises prominently against a clear sky, with the rest of the church and surrounding buildings visible at the base.]

st. michael’s church, coventry






iv

Warwickshire

By

J. Charles Cox

LL.D., F.S.A.

Completely Revised by

Philip B. Chatwin

F.S.A.

With Twenty-four Illustrations and Six Maps and Plans

“This song our shire of Warwick sounds, Revives old Arden’s ancient bounds.”

Drayton.

[image: London Methuen and Co. LTD. 36 Essex st. Strand]

Third Edition, Revised





v
[image: A black-and-white illustration of an ornate doorway with a column in the center, surrounded by architectural details.]
First Published . . . . . . March, 1914

Second Edition, Revised . . . October, 1923

Third Edition, Revised .... 1930

printed in great britain




Dedication

vi
in memory of

HAPPY BOYHOOD DAYS1855–7atpark hall, salford priors




vii
Preface

this little work follows the usual lines of this series of Little Guides, which has now covered almost the whole of England.

It was with some timidity that I approached the treatment of a county as replete with natural beauty and every kind of historical and literary association as Warwickshire, in the few pages of this small book. But the county has always had a tender spot in my heart on account of no small portion of happy boyhood school-days having been spent within its limits, and of frequent sojourns in youth and early manhood at its several places of special interest. Moreover, the successful manner in which my friend, Professor Windle, has treated ‘Shakespeare’s Country ’ in a special issue of this series spared me the necessity of attempting to follow the surroundings and life of England’s poetprince except in outline.

Although so much—and probably too much—has been published on the district around Stratford and a few other favoured parts of this most delightful of the midland shires, it is a curious fact that, up to the present, there has been no single work, small or great, which has attempted to deal with the county of Warwick as a whole. The county at large did not become known to me until 1902-3, when I tramped it fairly thoroughly from end to end, and across its entire width, in search of information for the story of the Religious Houses of Warwickshire, and other particulars in connexion with the second volume of the Victoria County History of this shire (see Bibliography at the end of this book). By the aid of notes then taken, and extended by one or two more recent visits, the following simple pages have been chiefly compiled.

Works that have been consulted or used are named in the Bibliography. Several of the resident clergy and laity of the county have most kindly given me information, but, as I have always thanked them individually, they need not be here mentioned. I cannot, however, neglect to specialty express my gratitude to Mr. Arthur C. Coldicott, whose great knowledge of the county arises from long and careful observation and reading when resident at Ullenhall, for his particular help and advice in several directions.

J. Charles Cox

February 1914
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Preface to 1930 Edition

iN revising this Guide an attempt has been made to bring it up to date and also to correct certain inaccuracies which have crept into the text. In other cases discoveries have been made since the first edition which render earlier descriptions obsolete or incomplete.

Philip B. Chatwin

Leamington

   January 1930
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Introduction
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I. Area, Population, and Divisions

warwickshire is in the centre of the midland counties; it is of an irregular shape, tapering somewhat to north and south; it is bounded on the north-west by Staffordshire on the north-east by Leicestershire, on the south-east by Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire, on the south-west by Gloucestershire, and on the west by Worcestershire. The size of the administrative county is below the average; it now contains 605,275 acres, including those parts of Birmingham which were originally in Staffordshire and Worcestershire. The length from north to south is about 50 miles, and the breadth 33 miles.

The population of Warwickshire made a considerable leap in the last two decades; it was 946,879 in 1901, 1,040,409 in 1911, and 1,389,977 in 1921. The increase is almost wholly in towns, or in a few villages where collieries have developed, as at Arley, which has grown from 201 to 1,027, and then to 3,500 in the same decades. The city of Birmingham is constantly increasing, the population in 1921 being 919,444. It not only affects its own much enlarged area, but also the places outside such as Solihull or Hampton-in-Arden and even as far away as Stratford-on-Avon. 2The population of Leamington Spa is much increased, by being partly a ‘dormitory town’ for Birmingham and Coventry.

The large number of agricultural parishes are for the most part at a standstill, whilst a considerable minority, in Warwickshire as elsewhere, are in the sad plight, notwithstanding the cry of ‘the land for labour’, of steadily losing their populations. The recent increases in some villages are largely accounted for by people working in the town but living in the country. The following dozen parishes may be taken as samples of reduction in various parts of the county.





	Parish.

	Pop. 1901.

	Pop. 1911.

	Pop. 1921.






	Ansty

	155

	127

	146




	Avon Dassett

	228

	202

	188




	Compton Verney

	90

	42

	85




	Eathorpe

	173

	153

	142




	Grandborough

	381

	320

	367




	Hunningham

	217

	177

	198




	Little Packington

	123

	I08

	87




	Monks Kirby

	589

	543

	559




	Sherborne

	185

	162

	191




	Snitterfield

	727

	682

	691




	Tysoe

	861

	731

	728




	Whichford

	350

	293

	315







The county contains 260 civil parishes, has two courts of quarter sessions, and is divided into fifteen petty sessional divisions. The old division of the county in hundreds is still retained for certain administrative purposes, as those of (1) Hemlingford, (2) Knightlow, (3) Barlichway, and (4) Kineton; each of these have various subdivisions.

3The county formerly returned four members to Parliament in two divisions; but under the Redistribution Act of 1918 it now returns four members in four divisions, namely (1) Nuneaton division, (2) Rugby division, (3) Tamworth division, (4) Warwick and Leamington division.

As to ecclesiastical divisions, the matter is somewhat complicated. Warwickshire originally formed part of the huge diocese of Mercia, which, soon after its formation, took its name from the see town of Lichfield. In the second period of the English dioceses, 688–737, the first subdivision of the Mercian see began. When the episcopal jurisdiction of Worcester was formed the southern part of Warwickshire, south-east of the Avon, was assigned to the new see, which embraced the province of the Hwiccas. Henceforth, up to the 19th cent., this county was under the divided episcopal rule of the Bishops of Lichfield (afterwards known as Coventry and Lichfield) and the Bishops of Worcester. The archdeaconry of Worcester included the two large South Warwickshire deaneries of Kineton and Warwick, whilst the archdeaconry of Coventry included all the rest of the county, which was subdivided into the four deaneries of Arden, Coventry, Marton, and Stoneleigh. This dual episcopal rule was maintained until the beginning of the reign of William IV when one of the most important alterations under the Act of 6 and 7 Will. IV was the transference of the archdeaconry of Coventry to the see of Worcester. From that date until the formation of the see of Birmingham, in 1905, the whole of the county of Warwick was under the Bishops of Worcester. This see 4includes, in addition to the city of Birmingham, various parts of the north of the county of Warwick, as well as parts of the counties of Stafford and Worcester, adjacent to the city.

In 1918 the diocese of Worcester was again divided by taking all the remaining parishes in Warwickshire, except that of Little Compton, which is in the Oxford diocese, and making them into the new diocese of Coventry, with St. Michael’s Church, once only a comparatively small chapel, as the cathedral; some detached Worcester parishes in the Stour valley, south of Stratford-on-Avon, were united to the new diocese. Suttonunder-Brailes, which had been an island parish in the county and diocese of Gloucester was also included. Oldbarrow, near Henley in Arden, always geographically belonging to Warwickshire, is now part of that county and in the Coventry diocese.



II. General Physical Features and Scenery

The general aspect of this county, though undulating and picturesque, with its numerous streams, in most directions, is fairly diversified. In some parts it retains remnants of the old ‘Forest of Arden’. Almost everywhere it can claim to be well wooded, and from its luxurious hedgerows and the number of its well-grown trees, it has acquired the distinctive title of ‘Leafy Warwickshire The elm in particular grows so freely in the county that it has obtained the name of the ‘Warwickshire weed ‘. The old district termed Arden of the early days—it was the common 5Celtic name for a great wood or forest expanse—embraced the whole county of Warwick, together with certain adjacent parts of the neighbouring shires of Worcester and Stafford. This old Arden district has left its ‘footsteps as Drayton calls them, in certain of the place-names. Thus we still find Henley-in-Arden and Hampton-in-Arden, as well as the less known Arden’s Grafton and Tanworth-in-Arden. Camden, in his Britannia first issued in 1586, describes Warwickshire as divided into two parts by the Avon, running obliquely through the county from north-west to south-east; he terms the two divisions ‘Feldon’ and ‘Woodland’, or the field and the woody country.


[image: A large oak tree stands prominently in a park with a person nearby.]

Lillington OAK Tree, “The Centre of England”



Michael Drayton, who first wrote his celebrated topographical poem, termed the ‘Polyolbion in 1612, thus began the argument of his thirteenth song:


This song our shire of Warwick sounds!

Revives old Arden’s ancient bounds.



Drayton, in his descriptive verses, naturally gave special attention to the diminshed but delightful woodlands and the rich soil of Warwickshire, for it was the county of his birth. It may, then, be permissible to make a long quotation from his somewhat stilted but eminently local rhymes:


Hence, first by Arden tell whose footsteps yet are found

In her rough woodland more than any other ground,

That mighty Arden held ever in height of pride,

Here one hand touching Trent, the other Severn’s tide,

The very sound of these, the wood-nymph doth awake:

When this of her own self the ancient forest spake:

6My many goodly sights when first I came to show

Here open’d I the way to mine own overthrow,

For when the world found out the fitness of my soil

The gripple wretch began immediately to spoil

My tall and goodly woods, and did my ground inclose,

By which, in little time, my bounds to lose.

When Britain first her fields with villages had fill’d,

Her people wexing still, and wanting where to build,

They oft dislodg’d the hart, and set their houses where

He in the broom and braykes had long time made his leyre

Of all the forests here within this mighty isle,

If these old Britons then me soverign did mistile,

I needs must be the greatest; for greatness’tis alone

That gives our kind the place; else were their many a one

For pleasantness of shade that far doth me excel.

But of our forest’s kind the quality to tell

We equally partake with woodland as with plain,

Alike in the hill and dale; and every day maintain

The sundry kinds of beasts upon our copious wastes,

That men for profit breeded, as well as those of chase.



The poet then proceeds to set forth the various beasts and birds of chase abounding at that time in ‘wayless’ Arden, and to this he adds a spirited rendering of a stag-hunt, and a disquisition on the various herbs that could be culled within the glades.

The parks of the county, of old foundation, were especially numerous; several were of considerable extent, and all were more or less well wooded, as can readily be seen from the early maps of Saxton and Speed. The county is still celebrated for the number of its fine and well-timbered parks. There are several deer-parks, namely, those of Charlecote, Ettington, Shuckburgh, and Stoneleigh. Among the several * other notable timbered but deerless parks are those of Berkswell, Walton, Compton Vemey, Maxstoke, Ragley, and Warwick.

As to the geology of the county, the beds of 7sandstone, clay, and limestone, which make up the bulk of the Warwickshire rocks, tell clearly the tale of their successive deposit, each of their ten or twelve different strata being marked by its characteristic fossils. The rocks of Warwickshire belong both to the oldest and to the latest of this series of systems, but there are big gaps in their succession, for certain rocks elsewhere present seem never to have been formed in this area, The red rocks of the Trias occupy the greater part of the surface, whilst the Jurassic beds are found fringing the south and the south-east borders. The Permian projects through a considerable aperture in the red Triassic coverlet, forming a large area of red, brown, and purple sandstones from Baddesley Ensor in the north to within a short distance of Warwick in the south, and from Coventry on the east to Berkswell on the west. The Carboniferous measures make a considerable display in the coal measures of East Warwickshire, extending for about 15 miles, from Tamworth in the north to Bedworth in the south. From below these latter measures emerge the Cambrian of the Nuneaton district, and the still older Archaean rocks of Caldecote Hill, a narrow strip of volcanic rocks in the same neighbourhood. Nearest to the surface, in irregular deposits, runs the Pleistocene, forming brick-earth and valley gravel, with occasional glacial drift; and finally there are the yet forming alluvial tracts fringing the sides of the present rivers and made up of flood material.

The county has nowhere any very bold surface relief; it forms, for the most part, an undulating plain bordered by higher edges. The greatest elevations are to be found on the Edge Hills on 8the south, Ilmington Down in the south-west, Corley and Oldbury on the north-east, and Four Oaks on the north-west.

A small part of the county is watered by the feeders of the Trent, but the chief part belongs to the basin of the Avon. The famed Warwickshire Avon rises near Naseby in Northamptonshire, enters this county under the Watling Street by Dow Bridge on the east side not far from Rugby, and, after flowing past Warwick and Stratford, leaves the county at the south-west corner and joins the Severn at Tewkesbury. It practically divides the county, as has been already said, into the north district of Woodland and into the south district of Feldon. The following are the chief tributaries of the Avon: (1) The Swift, io m. long, which rises in Leicestershire and joins it at Rugby; (2) the Sowe, which rises near a village of that name, flows to Baginton, where it receives the Sherburn from Coventry, and enters the Avon at Stoneleigh; (3) the Leam, which rises at Helidon in Northamptonshire, flows by Marton, where it receives the Itchen, and past Leamington, shortly entering the Avon; (4) the Arrow flows by Ipsley, Studley, Alcester, and Salford Priors to the Avon; (5) the Alne rises near Lapworth, and flows by Wootton Wawen, Little and Great Alne to its confluence with the Arrow at Alcester.

The Tame rises in Staffordshire, receives the Rea near Birmingham, passes Castle Bromwich to Whitacre, where it has a junction with the Blythe and the Cole, and thence to Tamworth, where it is joined by the Anker, and, entering Staffordshire, eventually falls into the Trent 6 m. above Burton-on-Trent.9



III. Communications

The position of Warwickshire is so central that all desirous of crossing England from south to north in any direction must perforce at least touch its borders. Three important Romano-British roads are found within the county, namely, Watling Street, the Fosse, and Rycknield Street.

Watling Street is the name in use since Saxon times to describe the road running north-west from London, past St. Albans to Wroxeter. In Warwickshire most of it is a county boundary, and almost the whole extent is still in use as a high-road.

The Fosse, the straightest of the Roman roads, which ran from Lincoln past Leicester, Cirencester, and Bath into the west. In Warwickshire it is for the most part used as a road or a field-track. It enters the county at High Cross, passes Stretton-under-Fosse and Bretford, where it crosses the River Avon, Stretton-on-Dunsmore, and Chesterton, where the earthworks of the Roman ‘station’ are plainly visible, and leaves the county at Stretton-on-the-Fosse.

Rycknield Street is the name for the ancient road running from the north past Derby, Lichfield, Birmingham, and Alcester, to join the Fosse at Bourton-on-the-Water in Gloucestershire. The Warwickshire portions are readily traceable and still largely used as a road or field-track, except when crossing Birmingham and its immediate district. It enters the county at Streetly, crosses Sutton Park, crosses the Tame at Holford, is lost in Birmingham, is found again at Stirchley Street near King’s Norton, and thence the course 10is plain past Beoley, Studley, Alcester, Bidford, and Weston Subedge.

None of the rivers of Warwickshire are navigable, save the Avon below Stratford, but the canal system connects Birmingham with the rivers Trent, Mersey, Thames, and Severn. The principal canals were chiefly constructed towards the close of the 18th cent.; they are the Birmingham and Fazeley, the Coventry and Oxford, the Warwick and Napton, the Birmingham and Warwick, and the Birmingham and Stratford-on-Avon.

The county is remarkably well served with railways. The London and Birmingham Railway was made in 1838 with a branch to Warwick and Leamington from Coventry; their fine terminal stations, though now only used for goods traffic at Curzon Street, Birmingham, and Milverton, are interesting as the first buildings of their kind. This, with the Liverpool and Birmingham Railway, eventually became the London & North-Western, which, together with the Midland, from Derby and Leicester in the north to Worcester, Gloucester, and elsewhere in the south, and other smaller railways, now form the London, Midland & Scottish. The Great Western Railway approaches Birmingham from London and Oxford by way of Leamington and has many ramifications in the west. The London and North Eastern Railway, formerly Great Central, has one of its main lines passing through the eastern side of the county from Banbury to Rugby on the way to Leicester and the north.

The main roads in Warwickshire are good, as might be expected in the county where so many motors are made; the secondary roads, also, 11except in the neighbourhood of the towns, are very well kept. The road from Coventry to Birmingham is part of Telford’s great Holyhead road made in coaching days.



IV. Flora and Fauna

With regard to the flora of the county, it is not possible, in the brief space at our disposal, to do better than follow, in the main, Mr. Bagnall, the author of the Flora of Warwickshire. His last words on this subject are to be found in an admirable essay in the Victoria County History. There are but few counties that have undergone more changes, incidental to the growth of the population, than Warwickshire. A large number of extensive heaths, wastes, and commons have been enclosed and reclaimed, whilst many a marsh and bog have been drained almost within memory of man. In fact, the only portion of the county which really represents past conditions is a certain restricted area of the wilder portions of Sutton Park. In that locality there are the lingering remains of a flora which was once widespread, for here can be found the cranberry, the whortleberry, the black crowberry, the grass of pamassus, and that rare sedge—Carex ebrarsiana—which here finds its only British home. In the well-wooded parts around Atherstone and Hartshill are found the rare wood vetch, the field bell-flower, the yellow bird’s nest, and the rare bramble Rubus bloxamianus. The valley of the Leam has in parts a forest-like character, and it is the home of such unusual wild plants as the white-beam, the gromwell, the butterfly orchis, and the lily of the 12valley. The county is destitute of lakes, but some of the ancient pools are of considerable size and yield some of the rarest water plants. Packington Pool yields the white water-lily, the flowering rush, and the floating burr reed. At Combe Abbey we noted in 1903 the rare waterwort, the water crowflower, and the sweet flag. But the most remarkable pools, from a botanical point of view, are those of Chesterton, Itchington Holt, and Southam Holt, for here Mr. Bagnall has noticed plants of maritime affinities. The waters of these pools have, a brackish taste, and must be partly fed by salt-springs. Such plants as the golden dock, the sea club-rush, the glaucous club-rush, the loose sedge, and the celery, find their home, although they are all more frequently discovered by the margin of the sea. Other comparatively rare flowering plants which are (or were recently) found in this country are the meadow rue, green and fetid hellebores, columbine, wall-rocket, wild liquorice, periwinkle, yellow centaury, deadly nightshade, butterwort, spurge-laurel, fritillary, meadow saffron, autumnal gentian, and that most delightful of all small wild flowers, the ivy-leaved bell-flower.

In a small, popular book, such as this, it would be out of place to give either long or short lists of insects or spiders, though they are unusual in the extent and variety of species within the county limits. The avifauna do not show any marked characteristics, although as, might be expected, many sea-coast or estuarine birds follow the course of the Avon from the Bristol Channel, and appear in this inland county as fitful spring or autumn visitors. On the banks of the Avon, the peregrine 13falcon is an occasional winter visitor, doubtless attracted by the various water-birds on which it preys found there in that season. Among rarer birds which have undoubtedly occurred in this county, in comparatively recent days, may be mentioned the firecrest, the dipper, the rockpipit, the wax-wing, the snow-bunting, and the great spotted woodpecker. There are also several recorded examples of visits from the rarer sea birds.

As to the mammals, there is nothing remarkable to record. Seven of the most usual varieties of bat are fairly numerous, but in no instance has the greater-horseshoe bat been observed. The deer is only known within the protection of parks. It is doubtful if any examples of the polecat now remain; the badger is quite an uncommon animal, but the otter shows no sign of decrease.



V. History

In consequence of its occupying such a central position in the very heart of England, Warwickshire has been one of the most important counties in our political history, and has been the scene of many a conflict. Under the Romans, this district was a mere patch of densely wooded country, forming a rough kind of triangle within the three great Roman roads already mentioned. Evidences of Roman occupation are present in all parts of the county, but perhaps not to the same extent as in the neighbouring counties. The Saxon or Anglian invaders appear not to have reached the district until late in the 6th cent., and they at first restricted their attention to the valleys of the Avon and the 14Alne; and Fethanleag, where in 584 one of the decisive battles was fought, seems to have been somewhere north-east of Stratford-on-Avon. The south of this shire, together with the adjacent county, afterwards called Worcestershire, was occupied by the tribe Hwiccas, who were a semi-independent State of Mercia until about 800. In 755 Ethelbald of Mercia was slain at Seekington, and there are a few other important events in connexion with the early making of England in this county. But with the year 915 the definite history of Warwick and its castle, as subsequently mentioned, begins. In 1016 the county was harried, and suffered severely under Canute’s army. Under Edward the Confessor, the most prominent personages of the county were Leofric, Earl of Mercia, and his wife, Godiva—‘the Lady Godiva’ of the famous but historically impossible legend, the story of whose ride was an invention of the early 13th cent. Leofric was the founder, in 1043, of the important Benedictine Monastery of Coventry, round which grew up the great city of that name. Thurkil, the great Englishman of the district, was at first recognized by William the Conqueror; but ere long his fief of Warwick was taken from him and bestowed upon Henry de Newburgh, who was created the first of the Norman earls of Warwick. From the date of ‘Domesday ‘to the reign of Stephen, the history of this shire is blank; but during the struggles of that period the county was divided in political feeling, with the result of much bloodshed and severe encounters. The civil war raged fiercely round the castles of Coventry, Warwick, and Kenilworth. Kenilworth played an important part in the 15baronial struggle of John’s days, and in the reign of Henry III Warwickshire was the scene of several of the engagements of the Wars of the Barons. The barons were led by Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, who at that time held Kenilworth Castle against the supporters of the king. With the surrender of Kenilworth peace came to Warwickshire and generally throughout England. The year 1267 was one of plenty, and after the harvest had been garnered there was an outburst of jousting. This county played but a small part in history under Edward I, though there were large levies raised for his Welsh and Scottish wars. For the war against the Scots, in 1301, a personal summons to join the army was addressed to forty-two of the leading Warwickshire squires. During the weak and foolish rule of Edward II the great resentment felt against his insolent favourite, Piers Gaveston, came to a head in Warwickshire. Gaveston’s ridicule of Guy Earl of Warwick’s dark complexion, to whom he gave the name of ‘The Black Dog of Arden’, cost him his life. He was carried off to Warwick Castle, and eventually beheaded on Blacklow Hill in 1312. It was at Kenilworth that this unhappy king was imprisoned and deposed, though the disgrace of his cruel murder took place in the neighbouring county of Gloucestershire. Edward III showed a greater liking for Warwickshire than either of his predecessors. He frequently visited Warwick and Coventry, as well as Kenilworth. The economic distress, consequent upon the combined results of the Black Death and exhausting war, and the restrictions of the Statute of Labourers, led to the great revolt of the 16working classes in 1381. Many Warwickshire men joined Tyler’s standard in the hopes of improving their industrial position. It was in Coventry that John Ball, the Lollard preacher, attempted to conceal himself after Tyler’s defeat and death—and in Coventry he was taken prisoner. During the Wars of the Roses, Warwickshire was divided in its allegiance, the people of Coventry supporting the House of Lancaster, whilst those of Warwick were on the side of the House of Ydrk. Throughout the whole of that struggle Warwickshire played an important part, and there were many conflicts and skirmishes on its soil.

Robert Catesby, one of the chief leaders in the Gunpowder Plot, was a landowner in Warwickshire, and secret meetings were held in various houses pertaining to Romanists. Several of the conspirators assembled at Dunchurch to await the result of Guy Fawkes’ attempt, and were ready in the event of success, to carry off the Princess Elizabeth from Combe Abbey. When the strife began between Charles I and the Parliament, the first important battle took place near Kineton, just below Edgehill, from which the conflict took its historic name. In the following year Birmingham was mercilessly treated by Prince Rupert, though it was an unfortified town—in consequence, it is said, of having supplied the Roundheads with their arms. Throughout the whole of that prolonged struggle there was much strife in the county. On the Restoration, the walls of Coventry were ordered to be dismantled in consequence of the indignity done to Charles I when the citizens refused to receive him. The work of demolition employed nearly 500 men for 17three weeks and three days. From that date onwards few historical events have occurred in Warwickshire, with the exception of the Sacheverel riots in Birmingham in 1715, and the still graver riot in the same town in 1791, when the houses of the leading Dissenters were attacked and immense damage done to property.


[image: A historic Tudor-style building with black and white timber framing on a street in Birmingham.]

Old House at Deritend, Birmingham



With regard to ecclesiastical history, the diocesan divisions of Warwickshire have already been briefly set forth.
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