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Introduction Transport revolution and travels to Asia from the 1860s to the 1920s

Tomasz Ewertowski and Wacław Forajter
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Hugo Zapałowicz (1852–1917), a Polish natural scientist and military lawyer in the Austro-Hungarian army, travelled on modern steamships and railways during a two-year-long trip around the world (1889–1890), but also covered large distances on foot, horseback, and donkeys. One situation from his trip demonstrates the complex interactions of those multiple mobilities.1 Zapałowicz was changing steamships in Alexandria and had a day-and-a-half stopover. Alexandria and Cairo are almost 200 kilometres from each other as the crow flies, but “the railways extended the sea's reach beyond the coast”.2 Zapałowicz took a night train to the capital of Egypt, visited the pyramids in Giza, and planned to take an afternoon train back to the port. He got very nervous at the foot of the pyramids for fear that he might not return in time to the train station. Missing the train would mean missing the ship to Trieste. Besides, Zapałowicz was running low on funds and would not be able to buy a new boat ticket, so even a tiny delay in Cairo would mean a disaster where his further plans were concerned. Consequently, he wanted to hire a transport to get him out of the pyramids, and the only option was a slow and stubborn donkey. Zapałowicz's love of sightseeing almost put him in big trouble because of the gap between the capitalist's ruthlessness and industrial efficiency of steam transportation on the one hand and the somatic weaknesses associated with traditional modes of transportation on the other hand. However, Zapałowicz's nervousness at the foot of the pyramids turned out to be exaggerated, one more example of the railway's “neuroses of modernity”.3 In the end, the slow donkey took him to Cairo quickly enough, so much so that he even had two hours spared for sightseeing.4

Zapałowicz's excursion to the pyramids reveals several issues that make the subject of this book – the impact of new means of transport on travel cultures – a fascinating area of research. People moved around for millennia using the natural energies of muscle, wind, or water. And despite improvements throughout human history, the sailing ships or stagecoaches of the early 19th century operated in much the same way as the means of transport used for thousands of years hitherto. However, during the “long” 19th century, a technological revolution occurred, and new means of transport emerged: steamships, railways, cars, aeroplanes, as well as bicycles and rickshaws.5 This transport revolution not only transformed the modes of travel fundamentally and made distant lands more accessible, but it also significantly impacted how travellers experienced the world. Technologies altered bodily sensations and perceptions of landscapes. Additionally, decks of steamships and railway carriages became new zones of encounters. Complex interactions between new and old forms of mobilities occurred. As Zapałowicz's adventure with the donkey shows, new means of transport often required support (such as horses transporting petrol for cars or sailing ships carrying coal for steamships). Simultaneously, traditional practices underwent a transformation, leading to the “‘layeredness’ of these mobilities, a coexisting of old and new, the old no less ‘modern’”.6 This book explores this “layeredness” in colonial Asia by analysing diverse travel experiences.

Before the 2010s, reflection on travel writings was dominated by postcolonialism for a few decades.7 Recent synthetic studies demonstrate the importance of transcending this perspective.8 Such an opportunity is provided by works that move towards an anthropology of the senses, sociology of travel, or the cultural history of transport, all of which form the basis for the methodological approach in this volume. In his classic study, Wolfgang Schivelbusch demonstrates the changes brought about by railways to the perception of space and time, leading to a new way of sensitivity and transformations in economic circulation.9 Wojciech Tomasik, in numerous publications, discusses railways in Polish literature as “an icon of modernity”, even if topics on railway often expose the dark sides of these modern transformations.10 Another important work is Frithjof Schenk's monograph on railways in Russia, scrutinising such issues as trains in a discourse on modernisation, landscape changes, passenger experience, the new technology's role in the reinforcement of imperial power, as well as trains and stations as spaces of resistance.11 There are also numerous other studies devoted to images of the railway in selected national cultures or to various questions such as passenger experience.12 Besides trains, another icon of modernity was the steamship, examined as “engines of empire” in the vital monograph by Douglas R. Jr Burgess that applies Schivelbusch's approach to steamers.13 Frances Steel presented a comprehensive analysis of steamship transport in Oceania, showing how to “unpack human stories at the heart of this technical subject”.14 Numerous other studies discuss travel accounts in the context of the cultural history of steamship travels, elaborating on such issues as modernity, domesticity, and bodily experiences.15 Another essential 19th-century invention was the bicycle, which played a significant role in enhancing individual mobility and in the formation of a tourist culture, while also offering an alternative vision of modernity.16 Finally, even though trains and ships are more critical than cars and planes in the travel accounts on Asia from the period of our research, cultural histories of automobiles and flights are also important (see chapters by Mikołaj Paczkowski and Tomasz Ewertowski).17

Our approach is also inspired by broader issues concerning mobility and technology. New means of transportation were discussed in connection with other modern media, such as the telegraph, press, and photography.18 Moreover, a somatic perspective linked with an anthropological reflection on the body experiencing various modes of transport along with the viewpoint of “sensuous geographies”19 is of critical importance. For example, Tamson Pietsch and Shu-Chuan Yan analyse how new temporal and spatial practices unsettled bodily sensations during sea voyages.20 Alasdair Pettinger demonstrates how trains and other means of public transport can form zones of contact because of the shared experience of passengers.21 Class-based distinctions and their impact on material conditions that determined affective and sensory experiences were examined by Wacław Forajter.22

In this book, those methodological inspirations are applied to accounts concerning travels to/from/in Asia. Such a perspective enables the emphasis on various contexts not visible in Europe, including imperialism and Eurocentric approaches to modernisation and the reactions of the colonised peoples to them. New means of transport played an even more significant role in travel to Asia than in Europe, for the development of steamships, the opening of the Suez Canal, and the construction of rail links such as the Trans-Siberian Railway meant that travel was no longer a long and dangerous expedition (see a chapter by Kyunney Takasaeva, Marta Czerwieniec-Ivasyk, and Tomasz Ewertowski, comparing Wacław Sieroszewski's two journeys through Siberia). Instead, journeys between Europe and Asia became much more frequent during this period, leading to far-reaching social transformations. Tourists, colonial officials, workers, soldiers, but also prisoners (see remarks by Bronisław Piłsudski in Wacław Forajter's chapter) began to be transported on a more regular basis on ships and rails. Steamers and railways not only brought Europeans to Asia but also Asians to Europe and the Americas (e.g. Chinese and Indian workers), let alone transforming traditional forms of mobility such as the Muslim Hajj.23

The 1860s–1920s represent a pivotal period for advancements in travel to Asia, encompassing politics, societal interactions, and technological developments. The initial period of our chronological framework, the 1860s, witnessed enormous changes in the modes of travel, including the opening of the Suez Canal (1869), the expansion of the rail network in British India, the development of steam shipping on the east coast of Russia, etc. In subsequent decades, colonial activities expanded significantly. Not only did European powers venture into new territories (e.g. the British annexation of Upper Burma in 1885 and the establishment of control over the Malay Peninsula, the formation of French Indochina in 1887), but this period also witnessed the modernisation of Japan into an aggressive power (the first railway line was constructed there in 187224) and the United States of America acquiring possessions in the Pacific region, particularly after the Spanish-American War of 1898. Simultaneously, Asian movements and organisations advocating modernisation and independence emerged in the last decades of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th century; examples of such include the self-strengthening movement in China, the Propaganda Movement in the Philippines, Serekat Islam in the Dutch East Indies (and our book features chapters on Kang Youwei of China and Jose Rizal of the Philippines). The Russo-Japanese War of 1904–1905, caused among other things by the building of the Trans-Siberian Railway,25 was significant as it was the first major defeat of a European power by an Asian nation. Technological advancements paralleled the social and political changes of the era. The first modern automobiles were introduced in Europe in 1885, quickly finding local adaptations in Asia (e.g. the first car in Java was bought by the Susuhunan of Surakarta, Pakubuwono X, in 189426); the safety bicycle gained popularity in the 1880s (see Grzegorz Moroz's chapter); in 1903 another milestone was the construction of the first heavier-than-air manned aircraft. The First World War (WWI) catalysed shifts in travel patterns, accelerated decolonisation movements, and spurred technological innovations, collectively reshaping the global landscape. The terminus ad quem of our book is the 1920s. According to Jürgen Osterhammel, only then were the processes that characterised the 19th century as a historical period replaced by new phenomena.27 Considering the 1920s allows us to see how the 19th-century reality was transformed by the political upheaval of WWI, the rise of new states and the fall of old empires, the development of anti-colonial movements, and technological changes such as the expansion of aviation and automobiles.

Against this historical background, the presented volume seeks to deepen our understanding of the influence of new modes of transportation and their coexistence with old modes by incorporating a more comprehensive range of sources as well as an examination of trains, steamships, cars, bicycles, and planes from various perspectives. The case studies are divided into three sections that discuss multiple phenomena related to the transport revolution, with chapters examining travellers of different backgrounds, focusing primarily on the coexistence and interactions between various forms of mobility (section I), the impact of new technologies on bodily experiences and the perception of landscape (section II), and then the new means of transport as a zone of encounters and creation of representations of others (section III). A majority of the chapters examine the experiences of travellers hailing from peripheral, often stateless, European nations (Poland, Serbia). Politically and economically, they were on the margins of Europe; nonetheless, their perceptions of non-European lands were based on an outlook on the world that stemmed from trends dominant in Western Europe. Their travels to Asia were often occasioned by involvement in imperial institutions, whereas outside of Europe they often self-identified with Western Europeans. Although their marginal position back home enabled some individuals to sympathise with colonised peoples, others felt compelled to manifest their “Europeanness” by adopting a Eurocentric outlook on the world. Their complicated status, described in the literature using formulas such as “in-betweenness”, “colonised colonisers”, and “peripheral imperialists”, had a significant impact on their travel experience and perceptions of cultural otherness.28 In subsequent chapters, this specific perspective is compared with the points of view of travellers representing European empires (British, Russian) and Asian travellers (Chinese, Filipino), so the proposed book offers new interpretations and perspectives, transcending traditional scholarship based mostly on Western European and American realities.

The first section, entitled “Multiple mobilities”, opens with a chapter by Vladimir Gvozden and Nataša Milivojević on the changes that various new modes of transport have brought to the perception of time and space, and how these transformations have been conceptualised in travel narratives. This is demonstrated in the large corpus of Serbian travel accounts about journeys in Asia and Europe, complemented by other prose genres. Among the analysed writers are Milan Jovanović, Jelena Dimitrijević (her travelogue is also the subject of Vladimir Đurić's chapter), Rastko Petrović, Milorad Rajčević, and Milutin Velimirović. The authors of the article highlight one of the main theses of the entire book – the coexistence at the turn of the 20th century of both traditional and modern modes of transport, which for the most part complemented and supported each other (for example, during his extensive journeys Milorad Rajčević used motorbikes and bikes, rode on the elephant, took trains and ships). Different modes of transport, as Gvozden and Milivojević's analysis shows, led to different kinds of perceptions of time and space. Experiencing the world through travel was a heterogeneous, unique experience thanks to the coexistence and interchangeability of traditional and modern modes of transport.

The following article, written by Kyunney Takasaeva, Marta Czerwieniec-Ivasyk, and Tomasz Ewertowski, also tackles the issue of the heterogeneity of transport modes in the period from 1870 to 1930, but from a different angle than that of Gvozden and Milivojević. Takasaeva and Czerwieniec-Ivasyk discuss two journeys to Siberia and Northeast Asia undertaken by the Polish political exile and later professional ethnographer and celebrated writer Wacław Sieroszewski. Siberia, regarded by the Polish historian Elżbieta Kaczyńska as “the world's biggest prison”29, is extremely interesting for the topic of this book, and not only because of its history of exile and forced settlement. Above all, the “icon of modernity” that was the railway only appeared in these areas in the last decades of the 19th century and the first decades of the 20th century (the Trans-Siberian Railway and the East China Railway) due to the vastness of the area and its remoteness from central Russia and the imperial metropolises. Therefore, criminal and political prisoners, including Sieroszewski, had previously travelled there on foot, by cart or barge, using the river network. Pre-modern means of transport and carceral mobility shaped specific forms of contact with the environment and ways of perceiving space, as described by Sieroszewski in his memoir about how he was transported to a place of exile in 1879. During the second journey to Northeast Asia in 1903–1904, Sieroszewski was already a recognised ethnographer. Although his expedition was not entirely voluntary (the alternative was imprisonment), the changing social status of the traveller and the time distance compared to the first journey meant that he was able to cover large distances in comfort along the then-already functioning lines of the Trans-Siberian Railway and the East China Railway. However, as demonstrated by the authors of the chapter, even though Sieroszewski's second journey was conducted in state-of-the-art trains, he was not entirely free of problems arising from climatic, social and ethnic factors (e.g. Manchuria, where Sieroszewski travelled to immediately after the Boxer Uprising, was an area of particularly intense tensions between the Chinese and Russians). The authors' demonstration of how the type of journey shaped Sieroszewski's travel experiences and how these types facilitated or hindered the use of new means of transport holds broader relevance for reflection on modernity and travel.

The tangled connections between modern vehicles and traditional modes of transport and their impact on views of Asia's natural world and its people are the subject of Tomasz Ewertowski's chapter on early automobile travel in Mongolia in the first few decades of the 20th century. The perception of travel as a heterogeneous experience, within which different time-spaces overlap, is analogous to the concepts articulated in Gvozden and Milivojević's chapter. Ewertowski reflects on Italian (Luigi Barzini), American (Roy Chapman Andrews), Serbian (Milutin Velimirović), Polish (Kamil Giżycki), and Russian (Pyotr Kozlov, Nicholas Roerich) travel accounts. In the analysed narratives, travellers often employed the opposition between Western civilisation as the culmination of civilisational progress and archaic, “frozen” Asia, but Ewertowski's analysis reveals its reductionist character. On the one hand, it appears that local, pre-modern modes of transport are presented in some texts as determinants of the adventure that car travel was devoid of. On the other hand, driving cars through the area would have been impossible without the traditional caravan routes and the transport of petrol on the backs of camels. However, the analysed accounts were not free from Orientalist simplifications or misrepresentations associated with Eurocentrism and colonial discourse. Unique against this background is the account of the mystic and theosophist Nicolas Roerich, who gave voice to the local populations in his text, allowing them to express their form of modernity. The article finally shows the inadequacy of Said's definition of Orientalism by pointing out the existence of various “Orientalisms” related to the historical and cultural specificities of different areas in Asia.

The following section, entitled “Landscape and senses”, opens with an article by Anna Kołos and Agnieszka Karlińska that analyses travel writing from the perspective of contemporary linguistics and digital humanities. The authors set themselves the goal of analysing a large corpus of Polish travel texts in the context of lexis related to the means of transport. To capture this phenomenon from a bird's eye view, they used various digital methods. From the perspective of methodology, this chapter differs significantly from other parts of the book. Traditional research into travel writings has typically relied on a close reading of small text collections. Recent digital humanities projects have adopted macro-analytic approaches and frequently confined themselves to data mapping. Kołos and Karlińska's study integrates a close and distant reading to trace linguistic and thematic shifts in Polish travel writings. By employing computational methods such as topic modelling, frequency lists, and collocation analysis, they identify patterns and perform detailed linguistic analyses. As this chapter shows, research conducted with these methods, not yet sufficiently present in studies of travel writings, can lead to conclusions that are challenging to reach with the traditional tools of analysis focused on singular texts (e.g. about the primacy of horse transport over all other modes of travel throughout the 19th century).

In turn, Oliwia Gromadzka's chapter fills a gap in research on Polish travel writings about Asia, addressing the issue of landscape and changes introduced into its perception by modern means of transport. These transformations have been noted in the cultural history of transport by Schievelbusch, for example, who wrote about the “panoramic perception” typical of the railway and its superficiality associated with the speed of travel and separation from the environment. In her chapter, Gromadzka builds on her earlier research on the “exotic” landscape in Polish travel writings, examining how new modes of transport, especially railways, have impacted the perception of India among Polish travellers. At the end of the 19th century, many Poles of aristocratic or intelligentsia backgrounds travelled to British India, which at the time was a relatively popular tourist destination. Three testimonies of such expeditions became the object of the author's reflections: accounts by Stanisław Bełza, Ewa Dzieduszycka, and Jan Hupka. Sources analysed by Gromadzka show an intricate connection between the perception of landscape through the train window and colonial ideology since railway in the colony was perceived as an icon of European modernity brought there by the British. Consequently, there is a very strong Orientalist overtone in the writings of Polish travellers, which confirms that the inhabitants of Central and Eastern Europe, the Poles above all, were as much users of the “imperial cloud” as representatives of Western European colonial empires.30

Vladimir Đurić's chapter focuses on an around-the-world trip by the Serbian writer and feminist activist Jelena Dimitrijević. This journey took place in the interwar period, which is the final part of the chronological framework of this book. Đurić demonstrates how the impact of new means of transport on the perception of landscape coincided with the influence of other technologies. Dimitrijević, admiring the invention of the cinema, often metaphorised the perception of landscape when travelling as the shifting of a film frame. This “cinematographic” vision of reality is an interesting appendix to the extraordinary popularity of the cinematic medium in that era. Furthermore, it is the only chapter entirely dedicated to a journey made by a woman who, notably, was involved in the emancipation movement. Dimitrijević's social stance undoubtedly determined her “openness” towards such a previously unknown environment and empathy towards the suffering of the colonised and, above all, towards women. At the same time, she was unable to escape the aporias and stereotypes in thinking about Asia, benefiting from the position of a privileged European while travelling first class by train and ship, using the colonial infrastructure. Additionally, as Đurić demonstrates, her writings are yet another example of “layered mobilities” because of the diversity of (modern, local, traditional) vehicles upon which she made those journeys.

The section about the landscape and senses closes with an article by Mikołaj Paczkowski who examines the bodily experiences of the environment traversed during a journey by aeroplane – the newest means of transport discussed in this book. At the same time, this chapter, like Đurić's, focuses on sources from the interwar period. From the Polish perspective, this was the period when the newly formed Polish state, having regained its independence after more than a century of partitioning, tried in many ways to “catch up” with Western Europe, for example, through the development of technology and industry, or demands for overseas colonies.31 Like the railway before it, the aeroplane symbolised the modernity to which Poles aspired. Hence, air travel was not only a kind of challenge for adventurous individuals, but it was also an expression of societal desires in general. Pilots, therefore, became heroes of the mass imagination, and documentary and fictional literature with aviators as the main characters enjoyed great popularity. The object of Paczkowski's attention is two such air travelogues written by Bolesław Orliński and Kajetan Czarkowski-Golejewski, describing expeditions to Asia. Interestingly, as argued by Paczkowski, perception of the environment from inside an aeroplane took the form of a “vertical gaze”, which offered a new way of seeing, akin to a cartographic view rather than other forms of perception. Additionally, compared to air travel nowadays, the first aeroplanes and their pilots were much more exposed to inconveniences and were in constant danger of crashes or forced landings. However, this form of travel also limited the pilots' contact with the Asian people, and having landed on the ground, they reproduced, as Paczkowski shows, existing cognitive clichés.

The last section deals with interpersonal encounters during travel by modern means of transport. Railways and steamships enabled mobility on a scale unprecedented in the history of the world. These were spaces in which existing social and racial divisions were confirmed or even reinforced. At the same time, they created a space within which these relations were contested, and where forms of class or anti-colonial resistance were worked out. In the context of the latter phenomenon, an episode in the life of Mohandas Gandhi (Mahatma Gandhi) seems symptomatic: when Gandhi was travelling in South Africa on the night of 6–7 June 1893, on his way to Pretoria, he was thrown off the train at Pietermaritzburg station by a fellow passenger and a policeman who felt that, as a coloured person, he had no right to travel with whites. The incident made him realise that the injustices of the colonial world must be countered.32

The section begins with a chapter by Wacław Forajter devoted to the analysis of interpersonal encounters during travels to and in Asia as described in the accounts of selected Polish travellers at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries: Julian Fałat, Lucjan Jurkiewicz, Gustaw Olechowski, Wacław Sieroszewski, and Hugo Zapałowicz. Referring to the notion of “imperial cloud” and presenting the relationship between representatives of the Polish culture and ideologies of the imperial powers (France and Great Britain on the one hand, with Russia on the other hand), the author reflects on the extent to which the views on Asian peoples differed from the Orientalist approach that monopolised the system of representation at the time in the Western world. Polish travellers' attitude towards the Orientalist vision of Asia is also shown in the context of the material conditions of travel, the development of tourism, class background, and socio-political views. As some of the analysed authors travelled in Siberia, the specific attitude of Poles towards the Russian Empire as a partitioning state is also considered. The most interesting in this respect is, as Forajter argues, the case of Sieroszewski who was unwittingly involved in an ethnographic venture directly serving Russian interests. At the same time, in the pages of his account, he expressed a nuanced criticism of the actions of all European countries in China. The travellers in question belonged to privileged groups in society or were recognised by it as distinguished artists (Julian Fałat) and experts in their fields of knowledge (Lucjan Jurkiewicz), which is why they usually travelled first class, thereby failing to see the “racial division of labour” that made such a journey possible and ensured comfort for privileged passengers.33 Sieroszewski, who described railway workers working on a train derailed in the snow and mentioned third-class passengers with empathy, appears in this context as an exception to the norm in the analysed accounts.

The vision of humanity and the world from the perspective of luxurious first-class interiors aboard ships sailing from Asia to Europe and trains running through the latter becomes the object of consideration in the chapter by Jan Mrázek. The article is devoted to the travel diaries of Jose Rizal, a Filipino intellectual and later national hero who hailed from a family of wealthy plantation owners. Rizal's optimistic image of humanity, connected by the Western transport infrastructure and envisioned by the Filipino traveller as a republic of eloquent and well-mannered polyglots – users of a flawlessly functioning “great machine of modern travel” – was, however, haunted by nightmares. These included Rizal's fears of ugliness, inconvenience, unpunctuality, getting lost in the big city, which the maps, guidebooks, and compass were supposed to protect against, or the lack of refinement, savagery, and crime epitomised by representatives of the lower classes of European societies or people of colour, including Asians. The ships are also portrayed as sites for a lively discussion of the injustices of European colonialism, including Spanish policy in the Philippines. The article's coda, describing Rizal's last voyage to Europe that ended in his forced return to the Philippines and execution, portrays his journey as a bitter conclusion and a reversal of his earlier belief in the “brotherhood of mankind”.

In Grzegorz Moroz's chapter, intercultural encounters during travels using modern means of transport are investigated through the lens of literary studies. The chapter focuses on genre-defying representations of journeys across China on bicycles by selected American and British writers (Thomas Stevens, Thomas Allen with William Satchleben, and John Fraser). Their travelogues oscillate from an aesthetically disposed diary to a highly literary travel book. The chapter also includes an extensive description of the bicycle as a modern means of transport that created room for improvisation, individual feat, and adventure. However, as Moroz shows, it did not lead to closer encounters with the inhabitants of those visited lands. Even though cyclists had much more bodily contact with the traversed environment than, for example, train passengers, the analysed Anglo-Saxon travellers assessed China and its people very superficially, drawing stereotypes and hurtful views from the “imperial cloud”. This is revealed, for example, in Stevens's book which essentialised the people of the Middle Kingdom using the figure of “John the Chinaman” that played a vital role in the contemporary discourse on the so-called “yellow peril”.

Mrázek's discussion about the Filipino Rizal and Moroz's article on Anglosaxon cyclists offers a significant contrast to the majority of chapters that examine authors from East-Central Europe and their entanglement with modernity and colonialism. Yet another perspective is provided in the last chapter of the book, that by Peng Yuchao. It examines the topic of transport revolution using a large corpus of texts hitherto available only in Chinese. The chapter focuses on an account of the travels of Chinese reformer and political thinker Kang Youwei, who spent sixteen years in exile, visiting countries in Europe and North America. During his wanderings, he used the modern means of transport, which became, for him, the most important symbol of a positively valued Western civilisation. In the mid-19th century, they were traditionally seen in China as “barbaric” tools for conquest and control. The attempt to introduce railways into China also aroused resistance and hostility. Contrary to suspicions in some parts of Chinese society towards a modernity associated with Western expansionism, Kang Youwei was an ardent moderniser. He played a significant role in The Hundred Days' Reform, which aimed to use the achievements of Western modernisation to protect Chinese independence under the Qing dynasty but had to leave the country after the failure of the movement. Interestingly, among all the travellers analysed in this book, Kang Youwei seems to be the most enthusiastic about the modern means of transport, despite the fact (or perhaps because of it) that he came from a country where they were much less developed than in Europe, North America, India, or Japan. And as Peng notes, during his travels he solidified his belief in the revolutionary nature of the modern transport system, most notably steam propulsion itself and steamships. Consequently, he created representations of ships and trains as engines of progress. Interestingly, Kang Youwei described modern means of transport not only in travel accounts but also in poetry written in a traditional style, thus demonstrating the entanglement of forms of expression and subjects seemingly belonging to different epochs.

As seen from summaries of the chapters, while this collection offers a plethora of various travel experiences, there are three main common threads: reflections on modernity and the new means of transport, the entanglement of technology in imperialism, and the impact of new modes of travel on perception and bodily experiences. In this context, it could be asked if the case studies presented in this volume can help formulate more far-reaching conclusions. One potential objection could be raised due to the nature of the sources discussed. Most contributors analyse texts written by male authors, which partially reflects the fact that during the period in question, not only long-distance travelling but also the publishing industry was male-dominated. However, a necessary counterpoint is provided by Đurić's chapter on the Serbian writer and feminist Jelena Dimitrijević. Some examples of women's travelogues are also examined in the chapters by Gromadzka, Gvozden and Milivojević. Similarly, if we consider social class backgrounds, the majority of analysed travel accounts were written by members of the privileged classes (which also include the Filipino Rizal and Chinese Kang Youwei). Still, testimonies of representatives of disadvantaged social groups are employed in the articles by Kołos and Karlińska (writings by a peasant, Józef Szmigiel), while the chapter by Takasaeva and Czerwieniec-Ivasyk deals with carceral mobility. Consequently, the book as a whole also includes perspectives of marginalised groups.

Ultimately, investigating the transport revolution contributes to our understanding of modernity in general. New transport networks transformed the experience of time and space (as discussed in the section on landscape and the senses), subjectively shrinking the distance between Europe and Asia; however, these changes were gradually and unevenly adopted, so that the communication and transportation networks remained fragmented and incomplete for quite some time, all the while coexisting with the traditional means of transport (as explored in the section on multiple mobilities). Empires used new technologies to reinforce their rule (“tools of empire”34), but the means of transportation also created new spaces of resistance, as shown in terms of shipping in the 20th-century Dutch empire35 and Russian railways in the 19th century.36 From this perspective, a history of modernity is a history of “leaps and ruptures”,37 characterised by different temporal structures and speeds and the resurgence of what seemed anachronistic and long surpassed in Western eyes, leading to the conclusion that one may speak of multiple modernities and the coexistence of various layers of time.
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