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PREFACE

The economic development efforts of West African countries have been featuring increasing interest in industrialization, generally regarded as the panacea for underdevelopment. The pervading faith in industrialization seems to derive from a growing realization that the marginal productivity of labour in industry is higher than in primary (agricultural or mining) activities and that a shift from the primary to the industrial sector tends to assure greater employment opportunities and raise the average product per worker for the entire economy, thereby enhancing real income per head and the general quality of life in the country.

This book reports the economic development efforts of the sixteen West African countries (comprising the West African region) through industrialization - their industrial resource management and use, their methods and many problems of industrial development - as an integral part of their overall space economy. It is developed in eight chapters. Chapter 1 presents the political and economic background against which the slow and unsteady pace of industrialization in each country can be appreciated. Chapter 2 examines the resource potentials, the prospects and the problems of material and human resource management for effective industrialization. Chapter 3 presents an historical perspective of industrial development - the gradual development from a predominantly processing subsector preoccupied with material export promotion to an import substituting industrial sector. Chapter 4 highlights the structural characteristics of the West African industrial economy - relatively small scale, importdependent production of consumer goods mainly by assembly-type methods from a fund of low level technical knowledge. Chapter 5 discusses the various factors and forms of change in the geographical incidence of industrial activity. Chapter 6 focuses on the major problems that bedevil industrial development and frustrate efforts towards national economic independence. Chapter 7 reports a case study of Nigeria, and Chapter 8 concludes by considering remedial policy options open to West African countries both individually and in a common market framework.

No attempt has been made to present the conceptual and theoretical underpinnings of industrial location and general economic development. Rather than bewilder the reader with abstract notions and technicalities, reference is from time to time made to some of the well-known theoretical works which can guide the interested reader. Only a few frequently used concepts considered unfamiliar to most of the prospective readers are briefly explained in the glossary, if not as footnotes.

This book is intended to meet the needs of social science-oriented students whose courses cover the economic development problems of the West African region. In particular, the target readership comprises students of educational institutions in Africa, Europe and North America - university undergraduates studying geography, economics, political science, urban and regional planning; polytechnic and college of education students of geography, economics and town planning; as well as postgraduate students taking diploma courses in development planning and public administration. There is a dearth of illustrative texts based on the economic (especially industrial) development experience of West African countries. Although a number of studies have examined some aspects of industrial activity of either the entire West African region (Harrison Church, 1980; Gleave and White, 1971; Udo 1978; O'Connor, 1978) or parts thereof (Kilby, 1969; Onyemelukwe, 1974; Schatzl, 1973), a full-scale study focused on the region's industrialization as an important part of an evolving space economy has not previously been attempted. This book is intended to fill part of this gap.

My sincere appreciation and thanks must go to my former university teachers - Professors K.M. Barbour, A.L. Mabogunje and B.W. Hodder. Barbour and Mabogunje provided the inspiration and encouragement that blossomed into my specialization in industrial geography. Hodder painstakingly read through this manuscript, literally pruned it down to the present size and enhanced its quality greatly through his most useful suggestions. Dr Nlogha E. Okeke, my brother-in-law, kindly financed part of my fieldwork. But my life-long debt of gratitude must remain to my parents whose pioneering work in Christianity and formal education in my home area did so much to fashion my early life and intellectual aspirations. To them I gratefully dedicate this book.

I am very pleased with the good typing work in the Geography Department of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and with the exquisite cartographic work on most of the maps and diagrams by Mrs Aderogba, Mr Faoye and Mrs Babarinde of the Department of Geography, University of Ibadan. I am equally grateful to all the distinguished authors, world organizations, and publishers whose tables and textual information have been used and duly acknowledged in this text.

University of Ibadan,Nigeria 1982

Joe Okezie C. Onyemelukwe





Chapter OneTHE WEST AFRICAN REGION: PRE-INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

DOI: 10.4324/9781003478355-1


West Africa is conventionally recognized as comprising fifteen mainland states and the Cape Verde Island group all of which together form the southern part of the western bulge of the African continent.

Table 1.1: West African states: Sates of political independence


	Country
	Political Independence Date
	Country
	Political Independence Date





	




	Liberia
	July 26, 1847
	Senegal*
	Aug. 20, 1960



	Ghana
	March 6, 1957
	Mali
	Sept. 22, 1960



	Guinea
	Oct. 2, 1958
	Nigeria
	Oct. 1, 1960



	Togo
	April 27, 1960
	Mauritania
	Nov. 23, 1960



	Benin (Dahomey)
	Aug. 1, 1960
	Sierra Leone
	April 27, 1961



	Niger
	Aug. 3, 1960
	Gambia
	Feb. 18, 1965



	Upper Volta
	Aug. 5, 1960
	Guinea
	



	Ivory Coast
	Aug. 7, 1960
	Bissau
	Sept. 24, 1973



	
	
	Cape Verde
	July 5, 1975






* Senegal and the Gambia recently unified as Senegambia are presented separately in this book. At the time of reporting this study, no appreciable statistics on their post-unification economic development existed.


Although three of the sixteen states shown in Table 1.1, namely, Niger, Mali and Mauritania, extend well into the heart of the Sahara riesert, West Africa can still be roughly described as sub-Saharan in 1 location. Thus the Cameroun-Adamawa highlands to the east and the Sahara Desert to the north serve as the physical boundaries separating the West African region from the rest of the mainland states of this giant but compact continent. To the south and west lies the Atlantic ocean. Figure 1.1 presents the locational specifics of West Africa in terms of both longitude and latitude and of the region's relative areal size in the African continent. It also shows, as illustrated in Tables 1.2 and 1.3, that great diversity in the sizes - both

Table 1.2: Estimated population of West African States


	Country
	Population (millions) in 1981
	Annual Grcwth Rate





	




	Nigeria
	85.3
	2.8



	Ghana
	11.7
	2.3



	Ivory Coast
	8.8
	4.3



	Mali
	6.8
	2.5



	Upper Volta
	6.0
	2.3



	Senegal
	5.8
	2.7



	Niger
	5.4
	2.8



	Guinea
	5.5
	1.5



	Sierra Leone
	3.4
	2.6



	Benin
	3.4
	3.3



	Togo
	2.6
	2.4



	Liberia
	1.9
	2.0



	Mauritania
	1.6
	2.4



	Guinea Bissau
	0.9
	2.0



	Gambia
	0.6
	2.4



	Cape Verde
	0.6
	2.1






Source: World Bank Wbrld Development Report 1982 and Atlas 1979 as presented by Rake, A. (1981/82) New African Year Book, p.11.


areally and by population - of the component states is a major feature of this region. And it may well be that in this element of diversity lies one of the main driving forces behind the current effort at regional unity and cooperation.

The diversity in population size shows Nigeria at one extreme with over 56 per cent of the entire West African population - put at slightly over 150

[image: ]Figure 1.1: Location of West Africa

million in 1981; and at the other extreme are Cape Verde, Gambia and Guinea Bissau, each of which has less than 1 million people (Table 1.2). The diversity in areal size shows at one extreme the two vast republics of Niger and Mali which together take up over 40 per cent of the entire area of West Africa; and at the other extreme are Cape Verde, Gambia and Guinea Bissau, each of which occupies less than 1 per cent of West Africa (Table 1.3). The United Nations½ density figures in Table 1.3 show that Mauritania, Niger and Mali had roughly 1, 4 and 5 persons respectively per square kilometre. These figures compare very poorly with the 77 per square kilometre in Cape Verde, 75 in Nigeria, or even with the average of 21 persons per square kilometre for West Africa as a whole.

West African states have annual population growth rates ranging from 4.3 per cent in Ivory Coast to 1.5 per cent in Guinea. All but one of the sixteen states have at least 2 per cent annual growth rates. At an average rate of 2.5 per cent, according to World Bank 1981 estimates, the region's population growth rate is rather high, though below the average for the African continent (over 2.7 per cent). Although the region's population growth rate is impressive by world standards (especially when compared with developed regions like Western Europe), the fact of relatively very low density helps to explain why West Africa, like most of the African continent, cannot on the score of annual growth rate alone be rightly described as in danger of overpopulation. In other words, mere reference to annual population growth rates can be misleading in the assessment of th population problems of West Africa, or indeed of any other African region. The factor of density must also be taken into account, and density values are generally low in the region.

However, this does not in any way suggest that the West African region does not have serious population problems to which high annual growth rates may be related. Indeed, considerable population problems do exist; but they arise more from the patterns of population distribution than from the total size of population of each West African state. Just as there are considerable variations among West African countries, so are there variations within each state - all in response to a number of physical, economic, social and, sometimes, political factors.

Whereas some factors, such as favourable physical environment, encourage agricultural productivity and population concentration, problems of

Table 1.3: Area and population density of West African states


	Country
	Area (Sq. km.)
	Percentage of entire region
	Population Density (Per Sq. km.)





	




	Niger
	1,267,000
	20.65
	4



	Mali
	1,240,000
	20.21
	5



	Mauritania
	1,030,700
	16.79
	1



	Nigeria
	913,073
	14.88
	75



	Ivory Coast
	322,463
	5.25
	22



	Upper Volta
	274,200
	4.47
	23



	Guinea
	245,847
	4.01
	18



	Ghana
	238,540
	3.89
	44



	Senegal
	201,400
	3.28
	26



	Benin
	112,600
	1.83
	29



	Liberia
	111,400
	1.81
	16



	Sierra Leone
	71,740
	1.17
	41



	Togo
	56,000
	0.91
	43



	Guinea Bissau
	38,125
	0.62
	14



	Gambia
	11,036
	0.18
	50



	Cape Verde
	1,033
	0.07
	77



	




	
	6,136,357
	100.00
	21






Source: Various


high man/land ratios often arise and the annual population growth rate of over 2 per cent can become a serious factor inhibiting economic progress. But this has been the case in only very few areas of rural West Africa - notably in parts of Igboland and Ibibioland in south-eastern Nigeria, in the area around the city of Kano, and in the Mossi concentrations around Ouagadougou in Upper Volta. In a few other areas, like the cocoa belts of Ghana, Nigeria and Ivory Coast, population problems take a different form and mainly derive from labour immigration rather than from natural population increase. In general, the West African population problem relates more to its distribution than to the total population size and rate of natural increase. Many parts are not inhabited as a result of their hostile environment. In Mauritania, for example, only 7 per cent (the physically most hospitable southern section) of the 1 million square kilometres of the country accounts for over 80 per cent of the country's population. The remaining 93 per cent of the territory presents an inhospitable hot desert environment. Almost the same picture repeats itself in Niger and, to a lesser extent, in Mali. Thus even though Mauritania has an annual growth rate of 2.4 per cent and Niger 2.6 per cent, their density figures of 1 person and 4 persons respectively per square kilometre partly explain why the fear of over-population cannot really be justified. Attention should rather be directed to resource availability on a per capita basis and the level of technology in each country for a better appreciation of population problems in terms of the carrying capacity of the land. Much of this issue of resource availability and use is taken up in Chapter 2, especially to the extent that it relates to the industrial development problems and prospects of West African countries.


MAJOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FEATURES OF PRECOLONIAL WEST AFRICA

Pre-colonial West Africa witnessed the rise and fall of a number of indigenous state systems. Notable amongst them was the powerful Ghana Empire which dominated the heartland of the grassland belt of West Africa (Figure 1.2) from the 7th to the 13th century A.D. This was superseded by the Mali Empire from the 13th to the 15th century. More or less contemporaneous with both Ghana and the Mali administrations was the Hausa state which came to the peak of its power from the 11th to the 14th century. But the Songhai Empire, probably administratively the most efficient, emerged from the 15th to the 16th century to overlap and supersede the waning empires that pre-dated it.

When each political administration was at the zenith of its power, it strove to ensure political order and loyalty as well as economic progress in as many communities as it could control. However, its strength and controlling influence invariably declined from the geographical centre of its power to the distant communities at the periphery. While those state systems waxed and waned as more or less loose federations of some indigenous communities, many more small communities not under their political influence did exist independently and run their own affairs. Also, like the more powerful empires or states, they organized their own economies dominated everywhere by agriculture and craft industry

[image: ]Figure 1.2: Notable kingdoms and empires of pre- colonial West Africa

which together provided the basis for lively trade inter-actions with neighbouring and distant communities.

Agricultural activities were essentially of two major categories - arable farming and animal husbandry. Mainly in keeping with the dictates of physical (especially climatic) factors, four broad agricultural land-use belts developed across West Africa. In the well watered (rain-fed) forest areas and woodlands of the south, arable farming predominated, as is still the case. There the root crop and tree crop economy (involving especially the oil palm and kolanut) was prevalent in the wettest, nonsaline coastal belt. A root and grain crop economy, involving in particular the production of yams, cassava, onions, sorghum, maize, legumes and cotton, featured, as now, in the moderately wet areas of 150 cm. to 25 cm. of annual rainfall further to the north. Stock rearing dominates the desert fringes where seasonal streams sustain animal husbandry and the cultivation of date palms, wheat and millet. Camels, goats and sheep constituted, as now, the bulk of livestock reared in this belt. But the belt immediately to the south and enjoying up to three months of heavy rainfall annually featured both stock raising involving cattle, sheep and donkeys and the cultivation of such short-season droughtresistant crops as groundnuts, millets, onions and wheat.

Arable agriculture in pre-colonial West Africa was largely of the subsistence type and based on very rudimentary technology. Particularly in the forest zone, it hardly involved any more than the hoe and cutlass method; but in the politically and economically better organized grassland communities, ploughing with motive power provided by cattle and donkeys and some rudimentary forms of irrigation were practised. Livestock raising, involving considerable nomadic life in the search for water and pasture, served as the basis for food (especially fresh milk) and for trade in live animals. The Fulani who then, as now, dominated the livestock economy, depended heavily for food on milk rather than on meat from their herds. So did the Wolofs, who also put their premium for animal husbandry on trade in livestock.

By and large, what have survived till now and developed from those age-long economic pre-occupations constitute the main elements of the region's industrial resource base treated in some detail in Chapter 2.

It is important to emphasize that it was the products of all these spatially varied agricultural activities that constituted the main items of the inter-regional and trans-Saharan trade of pre-colonial West Africa. Among the various trade relations that were then organized, the most important for their geographical scope and international economic implications were the trans-Saharan trade interactions with North African states and Europe. Trade flows across the Sahara Desert were invariably borne by camels which moved in caravans. Such flows involved at various periods some West African exports - considerable quantities of gold, ivory, hides, ostrich skins and leather goods (including well-made shoes); dyed cloths, kolanuts and slaves. Imports into West Africa from the Arab states of North Africa included salt mined in the North African region of Hoggar and Teghaza in the Sahara Desert; glass beads, silver and copper goods made in Europe; and cowrie shells imported from the Indian Ocean through Cairo. Towards the early 19th century, the range of imports into West Africa widened considerably to include more of European made goods like sword blades (then in high demand for frequent attacks and counter attacks during wars and on trade routes), needles, mirrors, gunpowder and sugar as well as Arab woollen dresses, red coral beads, and pepper.

Centres like Kumbi, Tirekka, Timbukto, Gao, Tekedda, Agades, Bornu, Bilma, Kano and Katsina (Mabogunje, 1968) flourished and declined with the social and economic vicissitudes of the political administrations within which they functioned as entrepots for inter-regional and trans-Saharan trade. They were very important centres for currency exchange and enforcement of trade regulations. Trade by barter (e.g. exchange of slaves with horses or with gold bars) later gave way to well-organized currency systems in which cowries, mithkal of gold (approximately one-eighth of an ounce) and iron pieces were used.

Another important feature of the West African economy and society throughout that period was the development and growth of craft industries. Most notable were leather works, spinning, weaving, dyeing and embroidery; gold and iron smelting/ smithing; pottery, wood and calabash carving; and brass and bronze industries. These among others provided the main artefacts of the interregional and trans-Saharan trade. The pre-colonial period of the early 19th century may well be regarded as the zenith in the prosperity of craft activity in most parts of West Africa. For as contact with European powers developed over the years thereafter, the elimination of products of local craft industries by superior products of the industrial countries gradually weakened the craft industry subsector of the region's traditional economy.

However, at the height of the prosperity of craft industry in pre-colonial West Africa, a number of places were famed for the specialized development of certain crafts. In each case the factor of favourable physical environment, especially in terms of resource endowment, was a very important determinant. Kano area was, for instance, noted for textile and leather goods - both cotton fibre and leather being abundantly produced in the vicinity. Textile products, according to Barth, included a wide variety such as tobe or riga for men and turkedi for women the export of all of which was organized from Kano to different parts of West and North Africa. Mabogunje quoting Barth (1865, p. 510) showed that cloth export from Kano to Timbukto alone amounted to at least 300 camel-loads annually. The account of Robinson (1896, p. 113) gives a vivid picture of Kano as a centre of craft (textile) industry and trade:


Any European who will take the trouble to ask for it, will find no difficulty in purchasing Kano-made cloth at towns on the coast as widely separated from one another as Alexandria, Tripoli, Tunis or Lagos.



The leather goods are mainly what Barth described as "sandals and shoes made with great neatness, and, like the cloth, are exported to an immense distance ... and to North Africa" (Barth, 1865, pp. 513-4).

In the Katsina area leather works, preparation of hides, skins and dried beef for export were extensively carried on (Denham et.al., 1828, vol. 2, p. 392). The same activities flourished around Timbukto and Gao. Also in Bornu weaving of linen by what Denham described as "crude machinery" was adroitly and extensively undertaken for local use as well as for export. Rock salt (natron) mining and processing were also major economic activities for export trade especially to the coastal areas.

At the height of the Songhai Empire, Agades (in Niger) was a major trade centre renowned for leather works based on the local abundance of hides and skins. In fact, the artistic excellence of Agades leather artificers had a great influence on the development of leather works in Katsina, especially after the collapse of the Songhai Empire and the consequent migration of many craftsmen from Agades to Katsina (Mabogunje, 1968).

Gobir, also in the present Niger Republic, north of Katsina, was famed for linen production and leather works. According to Leo Africanus, "here, (in Gobir) are great stores of artificers and linen weavers, and here are such^shoes made as the ancient Romans were wont to wear".

In the wetter forest and woodland belts, wood carving and bronze making in the Old Bini kingdom and pottery and metal working in the Igbo-Ukwu-Awka area of the Igbo heartland (Onwuejeogwu, 1975, p. 41) were highly commercialized age-long industries; spinning, weaving and dyeing of cotton cloths were well established in the Oyo-Iseyin area of Yorubaland. And over a widely scattered area, particularly between the present site of Ghana and the Middle Niger, ivory and gold processing attracted almost world-wide attention. Indeed it was largely the international attractions of slaves, gold and ivory that initially encouraged the direct participation of Europeans in West African trade - to the extent of bringing into effect a reorganization of West African trade. There was change from its former Saharan orientation to what has since become Atlantic coast-oriented sea-borne commerce.

In concluding our brief account of the political and economic scene of pre-colonial West Africa, attention must be drawn to a very important point often missed, namely, that in the rise and fall of one imperial or state administration after another among the indigenous communities of the region, numerous towns and cities emerged. Such centres played their role, as in other parts of the world, in the articulation of civil administration and trade and in the diffusion of innovations throughout their respective tributary areas. Also, as part of the innovation process a wide-ranging currency and exchange system was effectively used to promote local and inter-regional commerce. It would therefore be reasonable to argue that pre-colonial West Africa had effective political and economic institutions consistent with and necessary for a considerable measure of socio-economic advancement. Thus the concept of Africa as the "Dark Continent" has been particularly significant especially to the extent that it reflected the colossal ignorance outside Africa about the characteristics of African peoples and their traditional economies.



POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES IN COLONIAL WEST AFRICA

From the foregoing account, it is clear that there were some forms of organized political administration and civil order before the advent of foreign (European) political administrative systems in West Africa. There was evidence of fairly well organized economic (trade) relations within the region as well as between it and other parts of the world, particularly northern Africa and southern Europe. There was also evidence of European presence and activity in West Africa, not as administrators but as businessmen, long before the issue of colonies and political power relations arose. Indeed, the Portuguese had been in close touch with their West African partners in business - particularly the business of slave trade - as early as the 15th century, thanks to the patronage and foresight of Prince Henry the Navigator. But when the European powers turned their attention to the African continent to divide, rule and exploit it, the political and economic picture of the West African region began to experience drastic changes that hae had very farreaching consequences. It is to those changes and some of their consequences that attention is now directed, albeit rather briefly.

As early as the 18th century, many European nations - Portuguese, British, Dutch, Danes, French, Brandenburgers and Swedes - which had established trading posts on the West African coast had also been keen on gaining political footholds in certain parts of Africa, including West Africa. In the process of this political quest - which implied territorial control - clashes of interest inevitably arose. The historic Berlin Conference of 1884-5 was indeed a forum for resolving such clashes of interest and for prescribing a standard procedure for the European "scramble" for Africa. This is not the right place for the historical account of the partition of Africa, of which West Africa is part. it serves our purpose to state briefly that it was in line with the Berlin Conference decisions that West Africa, like the rest of the African continent, had to be parcelled out among the rival European powers. The states that today make up West Africa were the creations of foreign political interests in total disregard of the interest of the indigenous communities of West Africa.

In such circumstances, where what are today national boundaries were drawn up without regard to the political and socio-cultural interests and preferences of the African communities, it is perhaps not surprising that single sedentary communities have been forced to belong to two different countries; and there has been the merging of very disparate cultural groups as one country. For example, the Nigeria-Benin (Dahomey) boundary put one part of the Yorubas in Nigeria and the other part in Benin. The Ewes of Togo have many of their kinsfolk on the other side of the border in Ghana; also the Hausas find themselves in Nigeria, Niger and Benin. On the other hand, Nigeria embraces over five large ethnic groups - the Hausa-Fulani, the Igbo, the Yoruba, the Efik-Ibibio and the Kanuris - each of which could have constituted a separate and viable political unit but now forms a component of a giant territory in which over 250 different languages are spoken. Such a collection of very disparate ethnic and cultural groups under one political administration has had far-reaching political consequences even after the political independence of the West African countries affected. In a number of cases, particularly in Nigeria, Benin (Dahomey), Togo, Ghana and Sierra Leone, political stability has not been easy to forge amidst inter-ethnic cleavages. This has in no small measure served as a drag on the economic progress of these countries.



THE SPATIAL PATTERN OF COLONIAL RELATIONS WITH EUROPE

Another strong politico-economic impact of colonial rule in West Africa was the division of the region into two major language and currency groups - the Francophone (franc) group and the Anglophone (sterling) group. German influence was rather shortlived, ending with the sharing of the former German territory of Togoland between French Togoland (now Togo) and the British Gold Coast (now Ghana). Portuguese influence was limited to Guinea Bissau and the Cape Verde Island group.

With the imposition of French as the lingua franca in French colonies, and the English language in British colonies, the stage was set for a very farreaching cultural and economic reorientation and reconditioning of West African people - to the extent that even after over twenty years of political independence in most of those West African countries, the cultural and economic attachments to their former colonial masters have continued to be very strong indeed.

Until 1958, all the Francophone countries (altogether nine) in West Africa maintained strong political and economic links with France. The French government's decrees of 1895 and 1904 had the effect of stepping up French efforts towards tight economic and political control. The first four countries to be so harnessed were Senegal, France's earliest foothold, Guinea, Sudan (now Mali), and Ivory Coast. By 1904 all the four territories had been placed under the jurisdiction of a single governor-general residing in Dakar, Senegal. In 1906 Niger was brought in; Mauritania followed in 1910, and Upper Volta (carved out from Niger, Ivory Coast and Sudan) in 1920. In 1922 the eastern part of Togoland became a mandated territory of France according to the League of Nations' ruling.

The assimilationist policy of France which, as will be shown shortly, was very different from the British policy in West Africa, regarded all French territories in West Africa as part of Greater France (France Outre Mer) and their inhabitants as black French people. The latter were by a peculiar political arrangement represented in the French legislature by elected fellow Africans as deputies in Paris. French direct rule also involved the use of French administrative officers in many parts of French West Africa seen, not only in theory but also in practice, as the overseas provinces of France. Another element of direct French rule was the factor of direct control of all land in West Africa by the Paris-based state government. By this means it was easy to grant large concessions to foreign (nonWest African) firms for cash crop plantations.

One major factor that facilitated the direct, strong political and economic link-up of French West African countries was their geographical contiguity (Fig. 1.3). This contiguity factor helped to minimize physical distances, encourage transport and communication link-ups of the various territories and facilitated commodity flows.

France's main interest in West Africa, like Britain's, was the exploitation of natural resources whose exports and the imports of French manufactures were left largely in the hands of a few French corporate monopolies. The most notable among such bodies were (and are) S.C.O.A. (Societe Commercial de l'Ouest Africain) and C.F.A.O. (Compagnie Francaise de l'Afrique Occidentale). To stimulate economic activity, the French introduced a number of measures. One was taxation by which the indigenous

[image: ]Figure 1.3: Official language groups of West Africa - evidence of persisting impact of external influence

people were obliged to produce for cash sales or seek paid work. The second was the encouragement and, sometimes, enforcement of the cultivation of cash crops. Prominent in the cash crop economy were coffee, cocoa, oil palm and bananas in the wetter areas of the forest zone, and cotton as well as groundnuts in the drier interiors.

As if taxation were not an effective instrument for promoting resource exploitation and the development of railways and roads in the colonies, forced labour was also introduced.
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