


Focused on the rise of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) over the 
last two decades, this book discusses and contextualizes key events and 
developments in Turkish politics, economics and foreign policy.

The authors begin by exploring the longer-term historical trends that shaped 
the country, focusing on Ottoman and Republican legacies, culminating in the 
formation of the modern state in Turkey. This context, it is argued, is key 
in understanding the AKP’s emergence since 2002 as the preeminent political 
power. The book further argues that the AKP achieved this position due to 
political maneuvers aimed at undermining military influence within politics, its 
management of the economy and its approach to foreign policy. These three 
domains are dealt with in successive chapters to help explicate how the AKP 
built broad societal coalitions and consolidated its power. The book concludes 
by analyzing contemporary developments: in the face of mounting economic 
and political challenges, the fate of the AKP, and of Turkey, remain uncertain.

Written in an accessible style and grounded in data-driven analysis, 
the book will appeal to journalists, policymakers, researchers and general 
audiences interested in the contemporary Middle East, Turkish political 
economy and international relations.
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

Modern Turkish has liberally borrowed from other languages, Arabic, Per-
sian, Greek, Armenian, etc., and undergone a scriptural change in 1928 from 
Arabic to Latin. For better or for worse, we use the current Turkish orthog-
raphy of all non-English words: hence, for example, we write Necmettin, not 
Najm al-Din; Said, not Sa’id; Recep, not Rajab. We make exceptions to this 
rule, however, only when an Arabic or Persian or Turkish word is widely 
used in English: hence, for example, we write Quran, not Kuran, Istanbul, 
not İstanbul.

The reader should know that the modern Turkish alphabet have some let-
ters that either do not exist in English or are pronounced differently. While 
reading the Turkish words/names/phrases we mention in the text, the reader 
should pronounce ‘a’ as ‘u’ in ‘shut’, c as ‘j’ in Jack, ç as ‘ch’ in church, ‘g’ as 
‘g’ in game, ı as ‘e’ in open, ‘j’ as s in ‘leisure’, ‘ö’ as ‘u’ in ‘turn’, ş as ‘sh’ in 
‘shine,’ and ‘ü’ as ‘u’ in cube. Finally, the reader should not pronounce ğ at 
all, but prolong the previous vowel just one letter.



AKP Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi)
AP Justice Party (Adalet Partisi)
CHP Republican People’s Party (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi)
DP Democrat Party (Demokrat Parti)
EU European Union
HDP Peoples’ Democratic Party (Halkların Demokratik Partisi)
ISIS Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
ITC Committee of Union and Progress (İttihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti)
KKTC Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (Kuzey Kıbrıs Türk 

Cumhuriyeti)
MGK National Security Council (Milli Güvenlik Kurulu)
MHP Nationalist Movement Party (Milliyetçi Hareket Partisi)
PKK Kurdistan Workers’ Party (Pariya Karkeren Kurdistane)
TSK Turkish Armed Forces (Türk Silahlı Kuvvetleri)
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CHRONOLOGY

10th century Conversion of Oghuz Turks to Islam and beginning of their 
westward migrations

1055 The Great Seljuq Empire founded in Iran
1071 The Byzantium Empire defeated by the Seljuqs at Manzikert
1071–1077 Territorial expansion of the Seljuks into Anatolia
1077 The Anatolian Seljuq state founded with İznik, later Konya, as 

its capital
1243 The Anatolian Seljuqs defeated by the Mongols at Kösedağ
1243–1308 Disintegration of the Anatolian Seljuqid state and foundation 

of Anatolian Turkish Principalities
1209–1402 Rise of the Ottoman Empire and Its Territorial Expansion in 

Western Anatolia and the Balkans
1402 The Ottomans defeated by the Timurids at Ankara
1403–1413 The Ottoman Civil War
1413–1451 Recovery and re-rise of the Ottomans
1453 Constantinople conquered and made the capital of the Otto-

man Empire
1453–1699 Territorial expansion of the Ottomans in Europe, Asia and 

North Africa
1699 Treaty of Karlowitz signed, marking the start of the Ottoman 

decline
1700–1798 Successive wars with Russia, Austria and Iran and further ter-

ritorial losses
1798 France invaded Egypt
1808–1839 Reign of Mahmud II and the start of modern state building 

reforms
1839 The Gülhane Decree proclaimed
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1839–1914 Territorial losses in the Balkans and North Africa and stub-
born pursuit of reforms

1876–1909 Reign of Abdülhamid II
1876–1878 First constitutional period
1881 Mustafa Kemal Atatürk born in Selanik
1902 The Committee of Union and Progress founded
1908 The Young Turk Revolution and beginning of the second con-

stitutional period
1912–1914 The Balkan Wars
1914–1918 The First World War and the disintegration of the Ottoman 

Empire
1916 The Arab Revolt
1918 The Moudros armistice and occupation by the Allies of Istanbul
1919 İzmir invaded by the Greek forces and the beginning of the 

formation of local militias
1919–1922 Rise of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the Independence War
1920 April: The Grand National Assembly opened in Ankara
 August: Treaty of Sevres
1922 October: Armistice of Mudanya
 November: Abolition of the Sultanate
1923 July: Treaty of Lausanne
 September: The Republican People’s Party formed by Atatürk
 October: Foundation of the Republic of Turkey
1923–1950 One Party Period
1924 April: Adoption of a New Constitution
1924–1935 Abolition of the Caliphate, Sharia Courts and other Atatürk 

reforms
1925 February: Sheikh Said rebellion erupted
 November: Sufi Orders closed and banned
1927 May: The Encouragement of Industry Law passed
1934 January: Initiation of state-led Industrialization
1936 July: Montreaux Convention
1937 March: Seyyid Rıza rebellion erupted
1938 November: Death of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
1939–1945 Second World War
1946 January: The Democrat Party founded
1950 May: Transition to multiparty politics and beginning of the 

Democrat Party period
1952 February: Accession to NATO
1954 February: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan born in İstanbul
1959 July: Application to the European Economic Community
1960 May: Military coup and the end of the Democrat Party period
1966–1980 The formation of the Gülen Movement in and around the 

province of İzmir


