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IN MEMORIAM

Norman K. Denzin March 24, 1941 – August 6, 2023 Scholar – Teacher – Mentor – Friend

Norman K. Denzin (Ph.D., 82) of Urbana, Illinois, passed away peacefully and in the comfort of his family on Sunday, August 6, 2023. Norman was a loving husband, father, and grandfather. He is survived by his spouse, Katherine Ryan, as well as his daughters, Johanna Denzin (Steve) and Rachel Denzin (Craig). His four grandchildren include Sylvia, Naomi, Max, and Owen. He also leaves one stepson, Nathan Summers (Karen), and three step-grandchildren, Katie, Tara, and Orion. He will be missed by many.

As a boy, he cheered for Mickey Mantle and the New York Yankees, and he and his brother Mark visited his grandparents on the farm. He loved telling his children and grandchildren that he rode a horse named “Sunny” to school. He lettered in multiple sports in high school and then went on to attend the University of Iowa. There he immersed himself in the humanities and social sciences, taking a triple major in English, philosophy, and sociology, earning a bachelor’s degree in 1963 and—influenced by the American sociologist C. Wright Mills, as well as his engagements with existentialist philosophy and post-World War II literature—a Ph.D. in sociology in 1966.

After teaching at the University of Illinois and the University of California-Berkeley from 1966 to 1970, he returned to the University of Illinois in 1971, where he remained until his retirement in 2012. During that time, he established himself as one of the world’s foremost authorities on qualitative research, starting with his first book, The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods (1970), which was an attempt to understand what happens if you look at methodologies from a particular or competing theoretical framework. Thereafter, he made major contributions to the fields of symbolic interactionism, social psychology, poststructuralism, and postmodernism with a range of books, including On Understanding Emotion (1984), Interpretive Interactionism (1989), and Images of Postmodern Society (1991).

In the mid-1990s, his work on research methods resulted in the publication of the groundbreaking Handbook of Qualitative Research (1994), which he coedited with Yvonna Lincoln and which radically changed the face of qualitative research throughout the world; the sixth edition of this Handbook was published in 2023. He subsequently founded a number of scholarly journals, such as Qualitative Inquiry and the International Review of Qualitative Research, for which he served as editor until his passing.

In 2005, he founded the Illinois Institute of Qualitative Inquiry and served for nearly two decades as Director of its International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry (an annual conference held at the University of Illinois that draws more than 1,000 attendees). Over the next 18 years, he coedited more than 20 books with his frequent writing partner, Michael Giardina, all on the broad topic of qualitative inquiry. At the same time, he wrote a trilogy of books on the American West, including Searching for Yellowstone: Race, Gender, Family, and Memory in the Postmodern West (2008), as well as interventions into performance studies with books on performance ethnography and autoethnography. At the time of his passing, Norman was still actively engaged in research and writing.

Norman was a dreamer, a visionary, a utopian. For all of his scholarly achievements, he didn’t define himself in such terms. As he wrote in one of his books, he saw himself as an ancestor, husband, grandson, uncle, father, grandfather, friend, colleague, coworker, community member, mentor, justice activist, antiracist, inclusive global citizen, and more. If you were to call Norman at his office, he would likely answer with soft jazz music playing in the background. If you saw him on campus, he was likely riding his bicycle to and from the office—even on the coldest of days. His likely attire? A black short-sleeved button-down shirt, tan cargo shorts, and Birkenstock sandals—an absolutely iconic look to all who knew him. His one-word emails carried the weight of the lengthiest of notes, a simple “lovely” or an “Onward!” bringing a smile to those who received them. And he loved conversations about research, politics, movies, sports, and family over cups of chili at Potbelly’s, warm goat cheese salads at his favorite restaurant (Timpone’s), or coffee on his backyard deck.

A public celebration of his life will be held at the next International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry in May 2024.

A private family memorial was held on August 12, 2023; Norman’s ashes will be scattered in Montana, where he frequently vacationed with his family at their cabin in Red Lodge and where he will rest forever in peace among the streams he fished with his grandchildren and the trails he hiked.
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Qualitative Inquiry in Transition—Pasts, Presents, and Futures


Norman K. Denzin and Michael D. Giardina
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Proem

Nearly 20 years ago (in 2005), we founded the International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry (ICQI) at our home institution, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.1 It was an attempt to bring the global community of qualitative researchers together—to offer a venue in which critical scholarship, divergent epistemological and ontological viewpoints, and competing political projects and considerations could take place and coexist in a supportive, community framework. The theme of that first Congress—qualitative inquiry and the conservative challenge—was positioned as a response to the political and methodological conservatism of the new millennium. The politics of evidence; Research Assessment Exercises (RAEs) and, later, Research Excellence Frameworks (REFs); scientism; scientifically-based research (SBR); the No Child Left Behind Act and the Reading Excellence Act; the National Research Council’s (NRC) “Scientific research in education” report (Shavelson & Towne, 2002); Indigenous struggles; and social justice—these were the topics within and against which the first Congress struggled, undergirded in large measure by the politics and policies of the George W. Bush presidency (2001–2009) and its Patriot Acts, faith-based initiatives, Homeland Security Administrations, conservative regimes of science and truth, and unending wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Now, 20 years after that first Congress, the social, cultural, political, economic, and technological ground on which that first Congress stood looks quite different. We are in a post-Obama, post-Trump, post-pandemic context of meanings—a triumvirate that could not have been imagined when the first Congress was held. In fact, when that first Congress was held, Apple was still two years from bringing the now-ubiquitous iPhone to market, the U.S. Great Recession of 2008 was still three years away, Barack Obama was three-and-a-half years away from being elected to his first term as President of the United States, and the population of the Earth was roughly 1.5 billion persons lower than it is today.


Where has qualitative inquiry sat within this context and, crucially, where might it go next? To answer this question, let us first take a step back. Some ten years ago (in 2014), we assembled a collection of essays drawn from the first ten Congress volumes in a book titled Qualitative Inquiry—Past, Present, and Future: A Critical Reader (see Denzin & Giardina, 2015b). That reader was positioned as a philosophical reflection on the state of the field rather than a how-to handbook and revisited the primary developments, debates, challenges, and changes that had occurred during those first ten Congress years: (1) the philosophy of inquiry, (2) the politics evidence and research, (3) methodological advancements, and (4) Indigenous and decolonizing interventions. In that reader, we endeavored to present a “snapshot” of the qualitative research project at a particular point in history and from a certain—though necessarily incomplete—point of view. As we wrote at the time,


The qualitative research community, such that we can speak of it as a community, can best be defined as a wide-ranging collection of loosely affiliated, globally dispersed persons who are working within and against different paradigms and who are attempting to implement a critical interpretive approach that will help them (and others) make sense of the terrifying conditions that define daily life in the second decade of this new century. The open-ended nature of the qualitative project leads to a perpetual resistance against attempts to impose a single, umbrella-like paradigm over the entire project.

(Denzin & Giardina, 2015b, p. 11)


As we approach the 20th anniversary of the Congress, we feel the time is right to pause and take stock again at where the field has been moving over the last ten years—for not only does our field look quite different than ten years ago but so, too, does our world. To that end, in Qualitative Inquiry in Transition—Pasts, Presents, & Futures: A Critical Reader, we highlight five key areas that we view as having paramount importance during this time period. More specifically, we direct attention to trends and developments in the field as it relates to (1) the politics of research, (2) the philosophy of inquiry, (3) post-qualitative inquiry, (4) justice matters, and 5) writing practices. Embedded within those five areas we find a dynamic range of topics, including but not limited to:




	The research marketplace



	    Data entanglements



	                                The neoliberal university



	                                                Promotion and tenure



	                                                                Indigenous methodologies



	                                                                                Slow research



	                                                                                                Performative ethics



	                                                                                                                Social justice studies



	                                                                                                                                Intersectionality



	                                                                                                                Civically engaged research



	                                                                                                Post-qualitative inquiry



	                                                                                New materialisms



	                                                                Humanism and posthumanism



	                                                Collaborative research



	                                Poetic inquiry



	                   Academic writing



	Empathy.





These topics comprise a moving—rather than static—center, one that moves across contexts and ontologies, moves between agreement and disagreement, forges new collaborations, and informs new inter- and trans-disciplinary approaches to research.

We discuss each of these areas below; also embedded within each section are chapter-by-chapter descriptions.



Section I: Politics of Research

It is fitting that we begin with a focus on the politics of research, for our book Qualitative Inquiry and the Politics of Research (Denzin & Giardina, 2015a) marks the beginning of the ten-year period covered in this reader. Writing in 2015, we set the context by stating:


Today we find ourselves deeply ensconced in a moment of neoliberal fundamentalism (often referred to as market fundamentalism), or a belief in which all social and economic problems can always and only be solved through a free market economy (i.e., deregulation of business and trade, a restriction if not abolishment of state intervention, etc.).

(p. 12)


In relation to higher education, the orientation of the university toward a student-as-consumer model has continued unimpeded, as departments and programs privilege online learning and student services, an increased focus on student engagement and satisfaction (both in terms of course offerings and student entertainment, i.e., fitness centers, high-end fast casual food offerings, successful intercollegiate sports teams, plethora of student clubs and organizations, etc.), and a heightened focus on student employability post-graduation (which often amounts to a skills-based rather than critical thinking-based curriculum). Buzzwords such as consumer choice, expectation of quality, and market competition rule the day.

In terms of the research act, this kind of prevailing political rationality is marked by struggles over the commodification of knowledge and the marketization of science, where the conduct of research becomes policed by an array of forces that impinge upon and redirect the practice of scholarly inquiry: namely, scholarly journals, promotion and tenure committees, federal funding agencies, Institutional Review Boards, bibliometrics, and university political structures (see Giardina & Newman, 2020). We argued that


the context in which ‘science’ is being conducted, and through which knowledge is produced and consumed, is one that is heavily influenced by the prevailing neoliberal condition, a condition in which positivist rationality (i.e., ‘Gold Standard’ research) is privileged, and knowledge has become instrumentalized in the pursuit of external grant dollars and other forms of capital accumulation.

(Denzin & Giardina, 2015a, p. 15)


Within this context, as Marc Spooner (2017) wrote shortly thereafter, “we, as academics, are depersonalized, quantified, and constrained in our scholarship via a suffocating array of metrics and technologies of governance” (p. 895).

This was the world of audit cultures, accountancy, New Public Management discourses, and other imperatives aimed at “efficiency” and “market outcomes”, what Spooner (2017) called the “triple M” crisis of “market, managerialism, and measurement”. In its worst form, we might point to developments at West Virginia University (WVU), where in August of this year (2023), the WVU Board of Governors voted to eliminate 28 academic programs and 143 faculty jobs from its flagship campus—a decision put forth as a necessity in dealing with a $45 million budget deficit (Knisely & Coyne, 2023). Many of these cuts were in arts and humanities, such as elimination of the Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics, which taught courses to more than 2,700 students in the Fall 2023 semester; another program targeted for elimination was the doctoral program in mathematics (see Anderson, 2023, para. 20).

In the intervening years since we first engaged with the politics of research, the privileging of metrics has certainly accelerated, evidenced by new developments related to the use of data mining and analysis tools such as those by Academic Analytics, a company that, per its own press materials, helps


senior academic leaders make better and more efficient decisions to sustain and grown their research enterprise. We aggregate, curate, and contextualize data on the research created by scholars and we provide power, user-friendly business intelligence tools to visualize and identify patterns from those data. Our tools give institutional leaders a new understanding of the research accomplishments of scholars, departments, programs, and the entire institution—and they point to directions in which to grow the research footprint strategically and in line with the university’s mission.

(see https://academicanalytics.com/about).


Numerous criticisms about the use of such data-mining and data analysis companies abound, not the least of which is the well-founded claim that the information produced from such products is often incomplete if not outright inaccurate (Bayless, 2018). One adjacent consequence of the use of such data companies is the seemingly banal exercise repeated in many departments that produces internal journal rankings. As Juan Pablo Pardo-Guerra (2022) recounts in his excellent book, The Quantified Scholar, the act of creating such lists and rankings “is a direct response to the cultures of assessment and evaluation” under the guise of answering questions such as “When do we know that a paper is outstanding? How do we know if a book made a substantive contribution to knowledge?” (p. 4).

In my (Giardina) home department, we have undertaken similar exercises, and my university contracts with Academic Analytics. Pardo-Guerra’s (2022) characterization thus rings true when he writes of scholars “fashioning chimeras, lists that combined tradition with aspiration, practice with expectations, and, in doing so, forging the very chains that would bind our knowledge, link by link, word by word” (p. 3). What makes a Tier 1 journal a “Tier 1” journal thus has material consequences for the tenure-track faculty member going up for promotion (as well as for the department insofar how it is ranked and rewarded in what, for some, might be a rather opaque process, how it results in the constitution of disciplinary knowledge, and so on). When these rankings can be leveraged if not exploited, the enterprise of producing knowledge qua knowledge devolves into a gaming of the system—strategic calculation to result in x number of Tier 1 publications a scholar can lay claim to in order to justify “quality” and “impact”.

Julianne Cheek (2016) reminds us that inquiry in the present day is inextricably embedded within this contemporary research marketplace. As she explains, the problem


is not how to get out of the research marketplace, because the reality is that one cannot. Rather, the problem qualitative researchers face is, in fact, made up of a series of problems related to how we are adapting, or might adapt, for qualitative inquiry to conform to the brands in demand in the research marketplace + how far we are prepared to go in terms of such adaption + our individual research undertakings + qualitative inquiry more generally.

(p. 3)


To many, the above discussion of audit culture and metrics will likely read as a hyper-accelerated continuation of where things stood a decade ago—ones that typically disadvantaged qualitative researchers (especially ethnographers, who might spend up to a year in the field producing empirical material, or arts-based researchers, for whom funding might be quite limited), who were already caught in the crosshairs of university-wide debates over journal rankings, grant funding, and questions of research impact. Yet, Spooner (2023) recently argued that a parallel discussion has emerged that reaches beyond a question of metrics and their influence on the constitution of the modern academic. Specifically, he makes the case that political shifts toward illiberal democracy and even authoritarian gov-ernmentality pose threats to the conduct of our collective academic freedom. At a micropolitical level, these shifts lead into anti-intellectual right-wing “debates” over which majors or course offerings, such as gender studies and Critical Race Theory, should be policed or even banned—which become proxy battles for debates over the role of universities in civil society (see, e.g., Waxman, 2022; Zurcher, 2021).

It is in this vein that chapters in this section directly address the politics of research and its attendant ramifications. Our volume thus begins with Julianne Cheek’s chapter (“Qualitative inquiry, research marketplaces, and neoliberalism: Adding some +s (pluses) to our thinking about the mess in which we find ourselves”) in which she addresses the problems qualitative researchers face in what she terms the “research marketplace” or the place where “research-related products are bought and sold”. It is within this marketplace that products such as publications and external grants and throughputs such as students who complete degree programs on schedule provide researchers with “currency” to “buy” goods such as “promotion, tenure, and jobs”. Cheek argues that all researchers are inextricably wedded to the research marketplace and negotiate the demands of the market in order to survive if not flourish. One of the challenges, she argues, is not that qualitative research is suspect within this marketplace but that certain forms of qualitative research are becoming more normalized and market-friendly to the detriment of (nonnormative) research outputs. She concludes by offering a way forward for qualitative researchers in the historical present to engage with the actual problems of higher education and in turn actively (re)claim a space for the kind of transformative inquiry we seek.

In Chapter 2 (“Be careful what you wish for: Data entanglements in qualitative research, policy, and neoliberal governance”), Harry Torrance engages with conversations of “data” in the natural and social sciences, especially as it relates to assumptions over what are and what can be done with and to data. He then connects those conversations to policy imperatives in education, as well as to arguments over data within the emerging post-qualitative turn. He concludes by addressing the ways in which data is implicated in neoliberal governance and the “unintended consequences” (and solutions) that may arise from engaging with such entanglements. Here, his discussion of “data” can be connected to widespread debates that have taken place over the last decade, including those related to the objectification and quantification of human beings, the privileging of outmoded concepts as value neutrality or value-free social scientific inquiry, and particularly colonial and/or extractive connotations associated with the term itself (see, e.g., Charmaz & Belgrave, 2019; Denzin, 2019; Flick, 2019).

In Chapter 3 (“Feminist poststructuralisms and the neoliberal university”), Bronwyn Davies, Margaret Somerville, and Lise Claiborne present a conversation with each other about what new modes of thought and being have emerged from feminist poststructuralist thought and how these modes of thought and being are positioned within the neoliberal university. Their discussion is oriented around three primary questions: (1) how might we understand the neoliberal university? (2) what is the position of poststructuralism within the neoliberal university? and (3) how can they work together and/or apart? Drawing from their own experiences as situated actors within different universities, Davies, Somerville, and Claiborne illustrate the potential for feminist poststructuralism to make contributions to university governance (broadly conceived).

In Chapter 4 (“Intellectual sharecropping and the tenure and promotion process”), Joy Pierce explores how, despite the positive trend of universities across the globe making diversity, equity, and inclusion a priority in all areas (i.e., student enrollment, staff and faculty hiring, course offerings and research, etc.), many mid-level faculty members at these institutions struggle to find balance—especially emerging scholars of color whose work on class, race/ethnicity, language, and social justice in a community requires time, trust, and at times theoretical and methodological modes that resist conventional research. To do this, she exposes through symbolic interactionism what diversity and inclusion look like for scholars doing social-justice-centered qualitative inquiry at research-intensive universities. As she asks, while the appearance of having a diverse faculty improves an institution’s image, how does it improve the intellectual and emotional well-being of a Black scholar on the tenure track or seeking promotion to full professor? Shifting toward a vision of hope, Pierce concludes her chapter with suggestions concerning how administrators may enact genuine inclusion practices to advance scholars of color doing community-engaged qualitative research.



Section II: Philosophy of Inquiry

When we consider the philosophy of inquiry as it relates to the conduct of qualitative research over the last ten years, we might point broadly to ontological, epistemological, axiological, and methodological questions concerning the nature of reality, the nature of human being, our ethical–moral stance toward the world, and the means through which we are best able to generate knowledge about the world. Indeed, Part II of the sixth edition of The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research (Denzin, Lincoln, Giardina, & Cannella, 2023) contains ten chapters that orient the reader not only to such established frameworks as feminist inquiry (Davies, 2023), Critical Race Theory (Donnor & Ladson-Billings, 2023), and queer/quare theory (Alexander, 2023), but also to burgeoning avenues of inquiry in Indigenous methodologies (Windchief, San Pedro, & Kovach, 2023), postcolonial and decolonial ways of knowing (Chawla, 2023), poststructural engagements (Kuntz, 2023), and diffraction and intra-action (Hein, 2023). Spatial constraints limit us from discussing the vast array of philosophical approaches to inquiry in detail; as such, we will limit ourselves to an extended focus on the topics brought forth by the chapters in this section.

The turn toward Indigenous methodologies within qualitative research is one such topic. This turn can largely be ascribed to the transformational work of Linda Tuhiwai Smith, and especially the publication of her landmark text Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples (1999), in which she addresses such topics as the colonial legacy in research, the need for decolonization, the significance of Indigenous knowledge systems, the overarching concept of Indigenous research methodologies, and questions of ethics for research in and with Indigenous communities. Over the last 20 years, scholars such as Margaret Kovach, Russell Bishop, Graham Hingangaroa Smith, Paul Whitinui, Eve Tuck, and K. Wayne Yang have contributed greatly to the spaces of Indigenous inquiry and methodology—challenging Western, colonial, and imperialist notions of research and directly challenging settler colonial practices. Tuck and Yang’s (2012) major article in particular, “Decolonization is not a metaphor”, made the case that the concept of decolonization should not be reduced to a metaphorical or symbolic notion but should rather be understood and pursued as a concrete, transformative practice.

Here in Chapter 5 (“Moving forward, pushing back: Indigenous methodologies in the academy”), Margaret Kovach draws attention to Indigenous methodologies and, correlatively, Indigenous knowledges, worldviews, and communities through which they are grounded and enacted—an Indigenous ontology. To do so, she points to examples of Indigenous methodologies being deployed successfully in the academy. She then presents a particular set of guidelines for researchers who wish to engage in and with Indigenous methodologies. She concludes her chapter by turning inward, examining a project she was involved with that focused on the experiences of faculty members—both Indigenous and not—who took up Indigenous knowledges in their classrooms, research, and academic life.

In Chapter 6 (“Resistance is becoming not possible: Philosophical inquiry and the challenge of material change”), Aaron M. Kuntz complicates the very idea of possibility, casting it as an accomplice to the limiting, the status quote, the impossible. Instead of searching for the possible, he argues that we should enact a philosophical approach to potential; “a space with blurred lines and ambiguity; potentially not-yet”. Rather than simple wordplay, he suggests there are material effects of enacting such a shift. Drawing from Foucault, Deleuze, and Braidotti, his chapter is thus guided, as he writes, by one overarching claim: “philosophical inquiry manifests a resistive potential through generating relations that are not possible”.

In Chapter 7 (“Method ol o gie s . . . that encounter (slowness and) irregular rhythm”), Mirka Koro and Timothy Wells follow global slow movements in cities, food, film, travel, medicine, and schools to wonder what happens when qualitative researchers engage in shifting methodological rhythm and varying intensities of scholarly activities (e.g., reading, writing, thinking, inter- and intraacting, interpreting, analyzing, theorizing). Thus, in this chapter, they explore experimental methodological practices that might utilize slowness not as a static state but as a shifting rhythm and irregular pattern. They problematize and counter paradoxical neoliberal expectations of speedy yet deregulated, effective yet risky, and progressive yet “safe” inquiry, methodology, and knowledge production. At the same time, they encourage scholars to approach slowness and “slow scholarship” with caution, offering the idea of irregular rhythm as alternative and different possibility to respond to the demands for “speedy” and effective scholarship and inquiry. Reading in historical conversation with Jasmine Ulmer’s (2017)  landmark article “Writing slow ontology”—in which she asked not how we can find a slower way of doing scholarship but rather how we can find a “slower way of scholarly being” that leads researchers to being “differently productive” in the conduct of their scholarly life—Koro and Wells help us to envision and put into practice a “slow” approach to the qualitative enterprise.

In Chapter 8 (“Against lists: A post-manifesto for a wild, ecological creativity”), Daniel X. Harris and Stacy Holman Jones highlight the emergent, collective, and networked aspects of creativity while asking us to reckon with the unknown and unknowing forces of disorder, decay, and the entanglements of life and death that animate the creative. Beginning with a recognition that creativity must be rewilded from its current commodification and capture in economic and educational contexts and discourses, they write into a relational, ecological, and feral reengagement with creativity. Through a deconstructed, rewilding of the manifesto form itself, they seem to reanimate the wild performative potential of both creativity and the manifesto as a form of response-able action.



Section III: Post-Qualitative Inquiry

Related to the preceding section, it is important to acknowledge that interest in post-qualitative inquiry in particular has skyrocketed over the last decade. Elizabeth Adams St. Pierre (2021b) stresses that the post-qualitative turn


is not another pre-existing social science research methodology, an addition to what I call the big three U.S. methodologies—qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods. Post qualitative inquiry has no pre-existing research designs, methods, processes, procedures, or practices because it is not a methodology at all. . . . A post qualitative study cannot and does not begin with any social science methodology, including qualitative methodology, but, rather, with the onto-epistemological arrangement and concepts of poststructuralism and its descriptions of key philosophical concepts such as ontology, epistemology, human being, rationality, truth, discourse, language, freedom, and so on.

(p. 163)


A range of books, including Matthew K. E. Thomas and Robin Bellingham’s (2021) Post-Qualitative Research and Innovative Methodologies, Mirka Koro, Teika Löytönen, and Marek Tesar’s (2017) Disrupting Data in Qualitative Inquiry: Entanglements with the Post-Critical and Post-Anthropocentric, Lisa A. Mazzei and Alecia Y. Jackson’s (2023) Postfoundational Approaches to Qualitative Inquiry, David Rousell’s (2021) Immersive Cartography and Post-Qualitative Inquiry: A Speculative Adventure in Research-Creation, and Karin Murris’ (20220) Navigating the Postqualitative, New Materialist, and Critical Posthumanist Terrain Across the Disciplines have all come to market in just the last few years, unsettling the conventional humanist terrain of qualitative research. At the same time, studies using, discussing, or developing post-qualitative approaches have become commonplace in journals in the field and have garnered significant citations numbers. Of articles published in the last five years in Qualitative Inquiry, for example, the three most cited ones dealt with post-qualitative inquiry in some fashion (i.e., Rosiek, Snyder, & Pratt, 2020; St. Pierre, 2021a, 2021b)—not to mention an extensive archive of additional articles in that journal engaging with, critiquing, or furthering the post-qualitative project (see, e.g., Aagaard, 2022; Boden & Gunnarsson, 2021; Mazzei, 2021; Monforte & Smith, 2021; Rosiek, 2021; Rosiek & Snyder, 2020; St. Pierre, 2023). Collectively, chapters in this section provide an engagement with the idea of “thinking with theory”, as Lisa A. Mazzei and Alecia Y. Jackson (2022) would say.

Acknowledging the growing interest in all things post qualitative, as well as the major influence St. Pierre has had on developing the field in this area going back to her 2011 chapter in the fourth edition of The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research in which she first “named” post-qualitative inquiry, it is fitting that this section begin with her highly cited2 and influential chapter, “Practices for the ‘new’ in the new empiricisms, the new materialisms, and post qualitative inquiry”. In it, she looks beyond conventional humanist qualitative inquiry to a focus on the post-qualitative turn. Framing the discussion as one of ontology rather than methodology, she takes us through the work of Foucault (especially The Order of Things and The Archaeology of Knowledge) and Deleuze and Guattari. At the same time, she critiques how and why such work that purports to be “new” or “post” often fails to escape the trappings of its previous master of conventional humanism. She concludes by offering a way forward in thinking our way through the new empirical, material, posthuman, post-qualitative inquiry.

In Chapter 10 (“Qualitative methodologies and the new materialisms: ‘A little of Dionysus’s blood?’ ”), Maggie MacLure explores the potency of new materialist thought and its implications for qualitative, or “post-qualitative” methodology. At the same time, however, she wonders how far methodology has really put itself at risk. Taking her cue from a remark by Deleuze, she asks: In trying to free thought from the hierarchies of representation, and restore ontologies of difference, are we merely trying to revivify conventional method with a safe does of impure Dionysian blood? Are we just acting the drunkard and whistling a Dionysian tune? To this end, she argues that the turn to materiality has not only powerful but also powerfully dangerous implications for qualitative research—and that these implications are not always recognized by those who have embraced, and been embraced by, the new materialisms.

In Chapter 11 (“Voice in the agentic assemblage”), Lisa A. Mazzei and Alecia Youngblood Jackson position voice in a posthuman ontology that is understood as attributable to a complex network of human and nonhuman agents that exceed the traditional or conventional understanding of an individual. They explore how a posthumanist stance enables a different consideration of the way in which voice is constituted and constituting in educational inquiry. Drawing from the work of Deleuze and Guattari, Karen Barad, and Jane Bennett, they present a research artifact “that illustrates how this posthuman voice is productively bound to an agentic assemblage”. Question raised include: What happens when voice exceeds language and is more than (un)vocalized words emanating from a speaking subject? If the materiality of voice is not limited to sound (i.e., self-present language emitted from a human mouth), how do we account for it? That is, how might the materiality of voice be located in the space of intra-action among human and nonhuman agents and objects?

In Chapter 12 (“Towards a performative ethics of reciprocity”), Virginie Magnat examines the constraints and limitations posed by the growing influence of new materialism, posthumanism, and affect theory on the exploration of vocality. Specifically, she engages with the move beyond Western iterations of anthropocentric perspectives that “foreclose the integration of non-linguistic, non-discursive, and non-representational modalities”. To this end, she turns to the work of Indigenous scholars and their various conceptual knowledge frameworks that are often written out of or erased from new materialist and posthumanist scholarship.

In Chapter 13 (“Stay human: Can we be human after posthumanism?”), Svend Brinkmann addresses what he sees as a disconnect between discussions of posthuman philosophy on the one hand and the materiality of human tragedies on the other hand (e.g., war, famine, poverty, etc.). Reflecting on the growing popularity of posthuman and post-qualitative approaches to inquiry, Brinkmann wonders how we can “stay human without becoming dangerously anthropocentric”. He begins by discussing posthuman philosophy and the related post-qualitative critique of conventional (humanist) qualitative research. He then discusses if there is something “worth preserving” in humanism, including if it is intellectually feasible now, given trends in the field. He concludes by turning to philosopher Hans Jonas, who endeavored to “articulate a kind of humanism that avoids essentialism”.



Section IV: Justice Matters

In Qualitative Inquiry and Social Justice, we addressed the following:


What is the role of critical qualitative research in a historical present when the need for social justice has never been greater? This is a historical present that cries out for emancipatory visions, for visions that inspire transformative inquiries, and for inquiries that can provide the moral authority to move people to struggle and resist oppression. The pursuit of social justice within a transformative paradigm challenges prevailing forms of human oppression and injustice. This paradigm is firmly rooted in a human rights agenda. It requires an ethical framework that is rights- and social justice-based.

(Denzin & Giardina, 2009, p. i)


At the time, our focus was on the ravages of war waged in Afghanistan and Iraq, attacks on science and education, racism and sexism, and the failure of government to address climate change. More recently, as we wrote in Transformative Visions for Qualitative Inquiry, which was published during the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,


As qualitative researchers, our challenge is to create an empowering, transformative post-pandemic pedagogy of hope and compassion, a critical, creative way forward—both for qualitative research and for the communities in which we inhabit.

(Denzin & Giardina, 2022, p. 5)


Central to this task is the question of justice. As Gaile S. Cannella, Christopher P. Brown, and Yvonna S. Lincoln (2024) have written, the goal for a critical, qualitative imagination “is to construct space for critical reflection on all forms of change and to minimize domination while increasing possibilities for justice and equity” (p. 4). In the last decade, especially, qualitative researchers have attended to this goal in a multiplicity of ways, evidenced in books such as Lincoln and Cannella’s (2019) Employing Critical Qualitative Inquiry to Mount Nonviolent Resistance, Corey W. Johnson and Diana C. Parry’s (2022) Fostering Social Justice Through Qualitative Inquiry: A Methodological Guide, Anna CohenMiller and Nettie Boivin’s (2021) Questions in Qualitative Social Justice Research in Multicultural Contexts, Sandra L. Faulkner and Abigail Cloud’s (2019) Poetic Inquiry as Social Justice and Political Response, and Tim Huffman’s (2023) Qualitative Inquiry for Social Justice textbook—all of which are indicative and representative of the focus on justice matters within and related to the conduct of qualitative inquiry (and especially recently). For let us not forget that just three decades ago


only a handful of scholars were talking about the impact of their work on issues of social justice, by which they meant the ability of social science to be put to policy objectives with the purpose of redressing a variety of historically reified oppressions in modern life: racism, economic injustice, the “hidden injuries of class,” discrimination in the legal system, gender inequities, and the new oppressions resulting from the restructuring of the social welfare system to “workfare.” . . . The turn toward justice, of course, is directly linked with the turn toward more critical stances in interpretation and representation.

(Denzin, Lincoln, Giardina, & Cannella, 2023, p. 648)


Section IV begins with Chapter 14 (“The power of stories and the potential for theorizing social justice studies”), with Kathy Charmaz arguing that although qualitative researchers have long demonstrated the power of stories—such as in telling stories about the lives of individuals, including our own—those stories have not always been fully theorized. She begins her chapter by reviewing critiques of interviews and interviewing as a strategy of inquiry. Next, she turns to grounded theory, reading it through (if not against) “epistemological questions and methodological innovations” that occurred in the preceding few decades. She then explores questions of coding qualitative data, and the implications thereof, before detailing the use of grounded theory in social justice research.

In Chapter 15 (“Intersectionality in education research: Methodology as critical inquiry and praxis”), Venus E. Evans-Winters and Jennifer Esposito explore how intersectionality might be used as a conceptual framework in critical qualitative research. They ask: Has education research taken up intersectionality in all of its complexities? and, How can the critical framework as methodology and praxis help critical scholars to radically think through matrices of domination? Specifically, they consider how power and authority, resistance and confrontation, space and place, and history shape approaches to inquiry and knowledge production.

In Chapter 16 (“Developing civically engaged art education: Interdisciplinary approaches for a (post?) pandemic world”), Sara Scott Shields and Rachel Fendler “imagine what civically engaged arts education might look like in communities often excluded from the official narrative of what it means to participate in civic life”. To this end, they situate and provide examples of their previous work to help us better understand arts-based research practices as a model for juxtaposing learning about civics and art. Importantly, they locate this work in the contested historical present, where a crisis of civic censorship is actively unfolding. They then explain how public schools hold potential for the inspiring civic engagement in young people (see also Campbell, 2019). They close their chapter with a discussion of a research project exploring how teachers might draw inspiration from arts-based research practices, as a way to facilitate interdisciplinary curricular collaborations aimed at developing and implementing effective civic engagement opportunities with young people.

In Chapter 17 (“Collaborative spirit-writing for social justice”), Bryant Keith Alexander and Mary E. Weems explore and advance the notion of collaborative spirit-writing as the interconnectedness between collaboration, spirit, and writing—about a dialogic engagement that draws upon lived experiences, hopes, and fears of collaborative partners. The spirit in their project is very much about a religious and nonreligious invocation; a divine essence and energy of possibility that become an animating principle in shifting cosmologies of faith and synergy between sacred and secular—where we all feel the spirit that defines our beings and motivates our actions. Their chapter is an interdependent, interspliced and interrogative, inter-animating and interstitial performance for building collaborative futures of social justice in times of national, racial, and gender crises. Part of their broader project, Collaborative Spirit-Writing and Performance in Everyday Black Lives (Routledge, 2021), spirit-writing is offered as means through which to experience, resist, and reimagine the historical present—to write their way into and out of fractured sociopolitical futures.



Section V: Writing Practices

The last section of the volume takes up questions related to writing practices and matters in qualitative inquiry. Reaching back to Laurel Richardson’s (1995) acclaimed paper “Writing: A Method of Inquiry” in the first edition of the Handbook of Qualitative Research, she argued:


Writing as a method of inquiry . . . provides a research practice through which we can investigate how we construct the world, ourselves, and others, and how standard objectifying practices of social science unnecessarily limit us and social science. Writing as method does not take writing for granted, but offers multiple ways to learn to do it, and to nurture the writer.

(p. 924)


Richardson was speaking most specifically to iterations of what she called Creative Analytic Practice (CAP) ethnography, which encompassed autoethnography, fiction stories, poetry, drama, performance texts, and other approaches within that vein—all of which have grown in use and popularity in the intervening 30 years. More recently, the space of writing as method have opened the door to new and exciting discussions, such as with Marcelo Diversi and Claudio Moreira’s collaborative writing projects in Betweener Talk: Decolonizing Knowledge Production, Pedagogy, and Praxis (2016) and Betweener Autoethnographies: A Path Towards Social Justice (2018) and Ken Gale and Jonathan Wyatt’s (2009) Between the Two: A Nomadic Inquiry into Collaborative Writing and Subjectivity. Additionally, David Lee Carlson, Anani M. Vasquez, and Anna Romero’s (2023) edited collection Writing and the Articulation of Postqualitative Research and Gale’s (2022) Writing and Immanence: Concept Making and the Reorientation of Thought in Pedagogy and Inquiry brought the conversation of writing as inquiry into sharp relief with the post-qualitative debates outlined earlier in this Introduction. Here in the Section V of this volume, contributors engage with questions over collaborative autoethnography, whimsy in ethnographic writing, poetic inquiry, and the emotional geographies of academic writing.

We begin Section V with Chapter 18 (“Collaborative autoethnography: An ethical approach to inquiry that makes a difference”) and Judith C. Lapadat focusing on one historical evolution within qualitative inquiry—the rising centrality of ethics—and specifically, the ethics of autoethnography. She posits that autoethnography is especially rooted in ethical intent. Yet, as it has evolved methodologically, some “knotty ethical problems” with autoethnography itself have increasingly become visible. In response, she contends that some of the ethical issues that confound solo autoethnographers diminish when a more collaborative approach to doing autoethnography is adopted and illustrates an ethical case for such research.

In Chapter 19 (“Whimsy, ethnographic writing, and the everyday: Possibilities, Politics, Poetics”), Katie Fitzpatrick and Jonathan Wyatt engage with the notion of the whimsical, which interrupts our focus on the banal, the practical, and the instrumental. Written during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, they posit that the whimsical is the thing out of place: a rose on the pavement, a magnolia inexplicably in full bloom in the winter gray, a bright red velvet coat, a downpour as you’re getting out of the car without an umbrella, art slide under a door to say “thank you”. In this chapter, they think, write, and play with notions of whimsy, drawing into their scrutiny and inquiry reflections on how whimsy intersects our everyday living and working, and how it applies to ethnographic writing. Engaging with both prose and poetic writing both before and during the pandemic, they consider how each of them lived through the pandemic, and how whimsy offered a way to experience as well as to write through it.

In Chapter 20 (“Poetic inquiry: Transforming qualitative data into poetry”), Valerie J. Janesick focuses on the use of poetry in research. She begins by providing a brief history of poetry in research, then introduces the concepts of “found poetry” and “identity” poetry. From there, she provides numerous examples of these concepts in action and concludes by providing direction for those wishing to use such poetic practices. This turn toward a critical poetry and poetic narrative aligns with interventions such as those by Sandra L. Faulkner in her books Poetic Inquiry: Craft, Method, and Practice (2019) and Poetry as Method: Reporting Research Through Verse (2009), as well as earlier engagements by scholars including Laurel Richardson (1994) and Monica Prendergast (2009) and recent interventions from the likes of Qiana M. Cutts (2020) and Helen Owton (2017).

In Chapter 21 (“The emotional geographies of academic writing: Writing as a method of survival”), Sophie Tamas, Katarina Georgaras, and Maria Dabboussy lead us through an exploration of the emotional work navigated by researchers in pandemic times. In beautifully crafted words, they work through process, anxiety, relationality, trauma—and the spaces of writing that bring these elements to fruition. Specifically, they engage with the foregoing in terms of autoethnography, and how the autoethnographic project can help make sense of the world and the self. As they write, “We need stories when we’re afraid”. Written about, around, through, and with the spectacle of the COVID-19 pandemic, Tamas and colleagues give us emotional access to a writing form through which to express our fears, exasperations, depressions, and indeed hopes for a way forward. Their work—situated alongside similar interventions such as the collection of essays in Annette N. Markham, Dan Harris, and Mary Elizabeth Luka’s (2021) special issue of Qualitative Inquiry on “sensemaking” during COVID-19 times, as well as books such as Qualitative Research in the Time of COVID: Lessons Learned and Opportunities Presented During a Pandemic (Denzin & Salvo, 2023), Sport and Physical Culture in Global Pandemic Times: COVID Assemblages (Andrews, Thorpe, & Newman, 2023), and Qualitative and Digital Research in Times of Crisis: Methods, Reflexivity, and Ethics (Kara & Khoo, 2023)—is a striking glimpse into the everyday struggles of surviving the pandemic.

The volume comes to a close in the Coda, with Ronald J. Pelias (“Empathy as a collaborative act”) calling upon our empathetic capacities as a fundamental research strategy for those engaged in qualitative inquiry. Although in repressive, regressive, and uncertain times, empathy may seem at odds with personal desires, may appear politically naïve, and may lack efficacy, Pelias puts on display his continued belief in empathy’s constructive power and suspicion that empathy as practiced in our prevailing neoliberal climate is inadequate to the task of social justice. To this end, he outlines specific empathetic tactics in keeping with a qualitative inquiry grounded in ethical sensibility and a responsiveness to a regiment of repression.



By Way of a Conclusion

If the contributions to this volume provide a particular window into the last ten years in qualitative research, where will be in the next ten years? What will be the new interventions that arise? The new methodologies and epistemologies that arise to help us make sense of our ever-changing world? Joined by Lincoln and Cannella, we recently wrote the following:


[T]he field of qualitative research continues to transform and reinvent itself. The changes that took shape in the first two decades of this new century are gaining momentum, even as they confront multiple forms of resistance. Multiple histories and theoretical frameworks, when before there were just a few, now circulate in this field. Today, foundationalism and postpositivism continue to be challenged and supplemented by a host of competing paradigms and perspectives. Many different applied, action, and participatory research agendas inform program evaluation and analysis. A new generation is making its presence felt. Scholars trained in the postmodern and post-qualitative moments take for granted what early generations fought to establish. The Indigenous, gendered, narrative turn has been taken. We are now well into the post-qualitative, post-materialist turn, fighting back against the rising tides of illiberalism and authoritarianism, against vacuous politics as usual. . . . We seek a new body of ethical directives fitted to this transformative post-pandemic.

(Denzin, Lincoln, Giardina, & Cannella, 2023, p. 648)


The opportunities are there for the next generation of scholars in the field to take qualitative inquiry to new heights—to create a new language of inquiry that responds to and makes sense of our post-pandemic condition. Whether constructivist or posthumanist, feminist or Indigenous theorist, social worker or sociologist, educator or anthropologist, we exist in a field that is always already in transition, always already being revised and rewritten. It is up to you, now, to take the field forward and change the future. Onward!


Notes


	Denzin was a professor at the University of Illinois continuously from 1971 until his retirement in 2012, where thereafter he maintained emeritus status until his passing in 2023. He served as the Founding Director of ICQI from 2005 until 2021. Giardina was a professor at the University of Illinois from 2006 to 2010; he has been a professor at Florida State University since 2010, and the Director of ICQI since 2021. We also acknowledge the major contributions of James Salvo in the founding of ICQI and its operations over the last twenty years.
 	As per a Google Scholar search, this chapter has been cited 546 times.
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