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Templars in Bologna:
A Multidisciplinary Approach

This book is the first to use a multidisciplinary approach to study the Knights’ Templars of Bologna, Italy. Archaeological, scientific, historical and archival sources are combined to consider the Templars in the context of Bologna’s growing economic and political power during this period. A complete picture of urban and suburban Templar properties in Bologna is provided, detailing lucrative activities such as Templar land use, agricultural innovations and wine production. Because the Crusades were influential in this era and directly impacted the urbanization of the city, the Bolognese Templars are also studied in relation to the five other military orders in Bologna, including the understudied Crucifers and Knights of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Many formerly unexplored historical and archival sources are integrated with scientific data from this project’s archaeological excavations and architectural surveys of the Templar house in Bologna, allowing for its precise dating and the development of an architecturally accurate 3D film reconstruction of this property. Particular attention is also given to the Order’s rise and fall under the ecclesiastical governance of the archbishops of Ravenna, as well as the Templar trial conducted by Archbishop Rinaldo da Concorezzo. In addition, the biography of the famous Templar brother Peter of Bologna is explored, due to his considerable impact on the events of the Templar trial of 1310. While many Freemasons believe Peter of Bologna escaped from the Paris trial and went to Scotland in 1313, bringing information crucial to that organization’s founding, the research included here suggests that Peter returned to Bologna instead, serving as a Hospitaller until his death in the city in 1329.

This book therefore suggests alternative conclusions regarding Peter of Bologna’s death and legacy, based on the latest available interdisciplinary research.

Giampiero Bagni currently teaches philosophy and history for the Ministry of Education at Liceo Classico Minghetti in Bologna. He worked as a professional archaeologist for a private society for several years, then earned his post-graduate specialization to teach philosophy and history. He worked at the University of Bologna as a tutor for History, Human Sciences and Education students (2009–2020) and as a Ph.D. researcher at Nottingham Trent University in the UK (2013–2020). He is the author of two books and numerous articles and essays.
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Edited by Jochen Burgtorf and Nicholas Morton

The military religious orders were initially established in the twelfth century to care for and protect western pilgrims in the Holy Land. They later helped to defend the crusader states, participated in the Iberian Reconquista, and eventually played a significant role in warfare, charity, commerce, colonization, and cross-cultural encounters in Europe, the Mediterranean World, and even the New World. The Military Religious Orders stimulates research on this fascinating phenomenon.
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Figure 0.1. Tomb of Pietro Roda in Bologna, as seen in an eighteenth.century drawing by Marcello Oretti. (BCB, Ms Oretti, B114, c.205 r. Picture property of the author. All required authorizations were obtained from BCB, where the original is housed.)
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Foreword

The author’s historical, archaeological and scientific skills, combined with fluid and elegant writing, make reading this book on the history and events of the Templars in Bologna truly enjoyable.

The comprehensive way in which the author compiles the research is the book’s most striking element, made possible by his multidisciplinary approach to the subject. This text stands as an essential milestone in the approach to the history of the Templars in Bologna spanning from the twelfth century to the early fourteenth century. It clearly and convincingly accounts for the story of Peter of Bologna, about whom little was certain between his disappearance from Paris in 1310 to his death. The research on the wine produced by the Bolognese Templars on the properties they possessed in the countryside is also very interesting. This wine garnered income essential to help support the brothers in the Holy Land. The logical but unprecedented inclusion of the presence of the six main religious-military orders in the city adds considerable interest for researchers, who might further study these orders’ events and relationships, opening up a fascinating new field of research.

Briefly, I am moved to say that this book was needed and that its influence on future research on the topics covered will be considerable.

Fernando Lanzi

Professor and Director of the Museo della Beata Vergine di San Luca (Bologna, Italy)
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Founded in Jerusalem around 1119, the Order of the Knights’ Templar (the Templars) was a medieval religious and military order. Their name was derived from their first house, on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The first historical acknowledgment of the Templars was at the Council of Nablus in 1120.1 The Order’s members, called brothers, took vows of chastity, poverty and obedience (as were required by other religious orders), yet they also performed crucial military functions, like protecting pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. The Templar Order was not the only medieval military order, but it was the first religious order to assume a military role from its inception. The Order’s dramatic fate and mysterious end, which culminated in a trial and their administrative suspension (forced hiatus) at the Council of Vienne (1312), have intensified general interest in their history.

This general interest has increased the need for serious academic research about the Templars, based on reliable sources. Documented evidence may help mitigate the circulation of myths and misconceptions about the Order’s two centuries of existence (1119–1312), in every country and territory where they were present.

One goal of this regional study is to add new territory to the map of Templar houses that have been studied in detail. Templars in Bologna presents a close investigation of the Order’s rise, development and demise in the city and surrounding areas, from the twelfth to the fourteenth centuries. The project’s overarching objective is to determine the political, cultural and economic impact of the Bolognese Templars, and how they fit within the city’s broader commitment to the crusading movement. In addition, particular attention is given to the Templars’ relationships with other military orders in the city at the time, so basic research into those Orders is included here as well. This book seeks to provide a more accurate understanding of the Bolognese Templars, and the life of Peter of Bologna (General Attorney of the Order ca. 1298 – ca. 1312, and chief defender of the Templars at their Paris trial in 1310). This information could substantially alter the general knowledge of broader Templar history. Using a comparative approach, this book assesses the Bologna commandery in parallel with others in southern Europe. The work contributes to the existing historical knowledge about the Templars, expanding the scholarly understanding of their traits and the scope of their activities. The distinctive combination of historical, scientific, archival and archaeological sources considered for this book may also provide an interdisciplinary model for future researchers.

I was born and raised in Bologna, and I live in the city at present. This book stems from my post-graduate interest in this topic and years of subsequent research. I have always been fascinated by the city’s medieval history, its exceedingly well-preserved center, and the role its university has played as an intellectual hub for nearly 1,000 years. I have previously published two monographs in Italian on the subject, Pietro da Bologna (Bononia University Press, 2008) and Templari a Bologna (P&P, 2012). These were based on my preliminary perusal of local archival sources and focused mainly on Peter of Bologna. This book is far more ambitious in its scope. It uses a multidisciplinary approach, merging archival research with archaeological excavations at the site of the Bologna commandery and its immediate premises, including laboratory testing and reliable dating of its interior building materials, as well as a study of its architectural style. These studies allowed for the determination of an approximate date for the construction of the building, and therefore for the establishment of the Order in the city. The work also permitted a better understanding of the changes made to the structure over time, as well as how the building was used, expanding our knowledge of Templar activities.


Research Scope

This book contributes to general and detailed knowledge of the practices and activities of the Knights’ Templar, particularly those members of the Order who resided in Bologna, Italy. It provides original and complex analyses, combining documentary and archival sources with key information from archaeological and scientific surveys to locate and date the construction of the Bologna commandery. Part of the project involved the development of a definitive biographical and historical profile of Peter of Bologna, about whom much, with little evidence, has been written.2 Another aspect of this project focuses on vital Templar resources, mainly properties, agriculture and wine production. These resources garnered income that sustained the Order and funded its involvement in the Crusades. This book also connects the Bolognese Templars with the other military orders that had outposts in Bologna, exploring significant links between them to create a more complete picture of the period. In addition, it provides information about members from local families, who played political and/or economic roles within the Order and who influenced its trade relations. Finally, this investigation reflects on the overall impact of the Bologna Templar commandery within the city and beyond, starting in the early twelfth century. This includes the Order’s influence on visionary writers like Dante Alighieri and, many centuries later, Mary Shelley.



Research Methods

Producing this book required the cross-referencing and synthesis of information from many disciplines. An investigation of primary and secondary documentary sources was central. Chronicles and various archival sources were consulted in efforts to trace the origins and development of the Templar commandery in Bologna and to offer a biographical outline for Peter of Bologna. The early stages of the project included extensive research in local, national and international archives to collect the available primary sources. The Archbishopric Archive of Ravenna was the most influential source for this book. All of the documents related to the local trial of the Templars, conducted by Archbishop Rinaldo of Concorezzo, are preserved there.3 This archive also contains the inventory of Templar properties created by the Inquisition in March 1309 and used by the Archbishop during that time.4 This inventory provided the documentary basis for the archaeological excavation discussed in this book. Research at the Vatican Apostolic Archive and at the British Library in London also contributed to an accurate reconstruction of Peter of Bologna’s life. Published collections of archival material from primary sources regarding the Templars in Britain during the period of the trial and afterward, such as the works of Helen Nicholson and Alan Forey, provided insights and background information regarding Peter’s supposed escape to Great Britain.5

An on-site excavation of the Bologna commandery complemented the archival research mentioned above. It included an evaluation of the medieval archaeological stratigraphy containing building and plant materials. In order to establish a reliable timeline for the site, core samples and various materials were collected and subjected to dendrochronological, palynological and petrological assays. Material objects likely tied to the Templar house were also located, such as a bowl (with a pattee cross), which was discovered near the excavation site, and the bell from the commandery, now in a bell tower in the countryside. All of this information, once gathered together, facilitated the reconstruction of a map detailing the location of Templar properties in Bologna and its hinterland. Furthermore, the location information yielded plausible dating that was also used to reconstruct the life and activities of Peter of Bologna. The application of this data also enabled the creation of a 3D film reconstruction of the commandery as it may have looked around 1250 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAJKpNOM4hE).



Structure of the Book

The six main chapters of this book guide readers through the results of this research. Chapter 1 investigates how Bologna’s economic and cultural development helped to generate conditions suitable for the founding of a Templar house. It includes a general overview of the history of Bologna during the medieval period and when the Templar house was present in the city, from roughly 1150 to 1312. This chapter describes key socio-cultural, governmental and financial conditions in Bologna, from the early twelfth to the early fourteenth century, that made the city a worthwhile setting for Templars. More precisely, it investigates how Bologna’s economic and cultural development helped to create essential conditions for the founding of an important Templar house. These conditions included the city’s continuous growth and its participation in the Crusades. A concise history of Bologna is provided, including the formation of Bologna’s Commune (as a possible consequence of the return of Crusade veterans), its expansion and population growth (in the area surrounding the Templar house), the strength of its university (where important figures in the trial studied) and its continuous internal disputes (between Guelphs and Ghibellines, for example). The city’s overall contributions to the Crusades are also considered, as Bologna was located on an important and busy route to Jerusalem. In addition, this chapter examines Bologna’s choice to join the Lombard League and the potency of its main external alliances during this period. I argue that the aforementioned conditions and events provided an ideal context in which the Bolognese Templar house could be established and developed.

Chapter 2 builds upon information about Bologna and the Templars presented in Chapter 1, while adding the Emilia-Romagna region (as part of the ecclesiastical region of Ravenna) into the discussion. Because many Templar houses and properties were built in the areas along the Via Emilia from Piacenza to Rimini, the chapter seeks to identify the specific ways that the Knights’ Templar in Bologna may have influenced Crusade participation. In addition, this part of the work considers how the Archbishops of Ravenna and the Investiture Controversy influenced participation in the Crusades. It includes how the return of the region and the Ravenna See in communion with the Holy See in 1118 allowed for Templar houses to be more easily established after the Council of Pisa (1135), primarily because the Templars supported the Gregorian reformed church. Moreover, this reintegration of the Ravenna See would prove to be of significant importance in the local trial of the Templars in 1310.

Chapter 3 is more technical in nature. It provides a detailed description of the multidisciplinary research used to study Bologna’s well-preserved Templar house, particularly its Knights’ Hall. Using the information in Chapters 1 and 2 as a foundation, it integrates archival research and local histories with the data collected from the archaeological and architectural surveys conducted in Bologna to interpret carbon-14 results, ashlar masonry and dendrochronological tree-ring dating, underground surveys, coring and palynological results. It answers questions about the precise dating of the foundation of the Templar house, the architectural structure of the building, and the plants cultivated and stored on the property. This chapter also explains how the findings from the excavation were used in combination to create a 3D film reconstruction of part of the site.6

Chapter 4 pursues answers about the internal Templar activities mentioned in the previous chapters. It examines the material items (goods and furnishings) listed in the 1309 inventory of Bolognese Templar properties. It also explores the distribution of the other Templar properties named in that document to posit what the Templars may have been doing during this period. A prosopographical list of Templar brothers present in Bologna is included here, created from the inventory and other archival sources. This list makes it possible to trace familial backgrounds, including vital links to the city’s prominent families. In addition, the chapter considers how these Templars developed the valuable properties attached to their commandery in Bologna. Using archival and primary sources in combination with extant toponyms, it provides maps of the Templars’ urban and suburban properties. The chapter highlights Templar wine production in particular, examining the types of wine produced and the scale of income the Order could have generated from this resource.

Chapter 5 concentrates on one exemplary Bolognese Templar brother to enrich general Templar history and notions about the group’s larger effect on society. The work here focuses on the life of Peter of Bologna, one Templar brother whose actions had significant consequences for the Order. It traces Peter’s life in Bologna from his birth (1263), to when became a Templar brother (1282), through when he graduated from the University of Bologna and became a priest (by 1288). It then focuses on his most impressive designation, as General Attorney of the Order in the Roman Curia (1298). Peter’s leadership, including his failed but brilliant attempt to defend the Templar brothers at their Paris trial in 1310, as well as his own fate after the trial, is researched in detail here, using a broad variety of local and international archival sources. While many of his Templar brothers were convicted and burned to death, Peter was not. Hence, this chapter posits alternative, original conclusions regarding Peter’s legacy. In particular, it explores his disputed ties to the Freemasons and the details surrounding his death after joining the Hospitallers.

Chapter 6 provides further context for the overall atmosphere in which the Bologna Templar commandery operated, with a focus on relations between the Templars and the five other military orders that were their contemporaries in the city – the Hospitallers, Crucifers, Knights of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Knights of St. Lazarus and the Teutonic Knights. Several of these orders, such as the Crucifers or the Knights of the Blessed Virgin Mary, have not been studied in detail before. Using primary sources from throughout Emilia-Romagna, this chapter provides evidence that these interrelated groups had a collective influence on Bolognese society, especially its involvement in the crusading movement. The chapter completes the general picture of the Crusades included in Chapters 1 and 2. It includes surveys of the properties held by each Order and the possible connections between them, in an attempt to understand how the Templars compared with the other military orders within the city. Because there is no definitive academic study about these groups in Bologna, the research presented here expands recognized knowledge regarding military orders as well as specific historical knowledge about medieval Bologna.

The research presented here is anchored by wide-ranging histories of the Crusades and specific studies of the Templar trial, along with archaeological excavations of various medieval and Templar sites. The amalgamation of these sources allowed for direct comparisons, determining unique Templar attributes that firmly situate the Bologna Templar house within Templar history in general, and within Templar histories in southern Europe specifically. This book combines and cross-references sources to offer a better understanding of how the Templar Order fit into Bologna’s crusading movement and how it related to the other military orders in the city.

Although the works of international and contemporary historians are key to this study, the most relevant information was obtained from the works of local modern historians and the sources in local (often previously unexplored) archives. A local focus is employed to first refine, then expand the distinct history of the Templars in Bologna so that it can be better integrated among the military orders in Italy, Europe and beyond. This expanded history of the Bolognese Templars illuminates key details about the entire organization, revealing characteristic preferences, structures, economic, religious and other activities vital to Templar studies and medieval history.



Historiography and Framing

The historiography included in this project requires a brief preface, as thousands of studies on the Templar Order have been published in only the last two centuries. Historians and writers have analyzed the Templar Order’s origins, economic activities and its military organization from different points of view. These authors often had specific aims for doing so, such as promoting the Order and linking it to the Freemasons. In recent decades, there have been advancements in the field, thanks to the leadership of the SSCLE (Society for the Studies on the Crusades and the Latin East). The Society, through various conferences and research groups, has helped to publicly highlight non-academic and fantastical stories about the Templars (for example, in the U.S., about the transmission of the ‘knowledge’ of the Templars and Templarism). The multidisciplinary, verifiable approach used in the SSCLE is integrated with key existing studies, such as the one regarding the Templar preceptory in South Witham (UK) and examples from other members who have attended conferences.7

Within this context, a great many academic works, including Barbara Frale’s archival research in the Vatican Apostolic Archive or Helen Nicholson’s work in the British Archives, have contributed to this project by clarifying crucial aspects of the Templar trial.8 Moreover, various works by Damien Carraz, on Templar and Hospitaller houses in southern France, add to the debate about the role of military orders in medieval cities, highlighting their topographical positions and links with local nobility and authorities.9 Carraz’s publications raise key questions for interrogating the archival, scientific and archaeological discoveries made in Bologna.10 However, a significant lack of recent European archaeological excavations on clearly documented Templar houses persists: this is one of the primary reasons for this book, framed within recently published Templar historiography. This historiography anchors this project’s central ambition: to compare the Bologna Templar house with other Templar houses in Europe, to consider other military orders and the Crusades, to employ archaeological excavation as part of a multidisciplinary approach to research, and to explore the life of Peter of Bologna and his Templar brothers through key local sources and archives.



Studies of Templar Houses in Europe for Comparison

Alan Forey’s The Templars in the Corona de Aragon, an early pioneering contribution from the 1970s, created a model for subsequent studies. It profiles the Templar organization and traces its development in Aragon (Spain), resulting in the definition of the role of confratres across different regions (making it possible to explore the similarities between Aragon and Bologna). Recent, detailed studies, including important works by Selwood, Carraz, Gerrard, Forey, Bellomo and Imperio, describe documented Templar houses in France, Spain and Italy in great detail. These excellent sources were essential for comparison in order to develop and interpret information about the Templar house in Bologna.11 In particular, this book incorporates several essential studies on individual Templar houses or Templar regions. Christopher Gerrard’s work editing the 1965 Templar house excavation of South Witham, England, and his examination of the house of Ambel in Spain offer key scientific analyses of architecture and excavations.12 I am also indebted to analytical works by Dominic Selwood on the Templar establishment and production in the wine region of St. Eulalia (France) and Damien Carraz’s extensive works on Provence, focused on the topographical, social and structural characteristics of the establishment of Templar houses.

Selwood’s work, for example, focuses on the everyday life of local Templars in Provence. Like this project, Selwood uses an inventory of Templar possessions as a central source. His work also provides information about wine production and the books owned by another Templar commandery, key items for comparison with Bologna.13 In fact, a comparison of the number and types of books described in the Bologna inventory and the ones Selwood notes were listed at St. Eulalia (France) reveals the overwhelmingly intellectual nature of the Bologna commandery; by comparison, Bologna’s Templar house had an abundance of books, likely due to parish functions and the university environment.

Bellomo’s study serves as another European example used for comparison here. It is focused on the establishment and development of the Templar houses in the western part of Northern Italy (Lombardia and Piemonte). It is a pioneering and detailed work about a specific part of the country (close to, and with similar characteristics to, Bologna) although its sources are not archaeological nor scientific but strictly written materials. Bellomo’s inclusion of descriptions of the locations of the Templar houses within various Italian cities confirms topographical traits also seen in Bologna and other European cities. Some crucial models for scrutinizing inventories include Loredana Imperio’s deep studies of many Italian Templar inventories and, in particular, on the inventory regarding Ormelle’s commandery in northeastern Italy. Her work is especially valuable because the Ormelle inventory listed the only other Baussant (war flag/vexillum belli) found in a Templar commandery in Italy before the one found in Bologna.14



Templar Archaeological Excavations and Multidisciplinary Approaches to Studies of Templar Houses

Several of the aforementioned academic works include archaeological surveys, and one exemplary model is Adrian Boas’s studies of Templar sites in the Holy Land.15 Although he mainly worked on Montfort Castle, a principal local fortress of the Teutonic Order, he also studied Templars and participated in excavating the Templar cemetery of Castrum Peregrinorum (Atlit) and the Templar Quarter of Akko. His work meticulously describes and analyzes this Templar material. Boas generously allowed me to visit his excavation site in Israel in 2016, the same year the excavations in Bologna were undertaken. The work process at the site was extraordinarily informative as a comparison for deciphering the internal organization of Templar buildings and the vertical stratigraphy of the walls during the Bologna excavation. My work shares a goal with Boas’s project: to connect Templar archaeological stratigraphy and findings with medieval wine production. His excavation provided a model for ideal techniques and methodologies in the field. One key result of this exchange, for example, is that both studies use laboratory testing to identify the pollen samples found during these excavations.

For a closer investigation of archaeological excavations on Templar houses in Europe, the work of Helen Nicholson, a preeminent scholar of the Templar Order in general, is crucial here. Her work definitively explores new sources in the archives, deepening the study of the British trials of the Templars.16 Nicholson also studied published documents to create lists of previously conducted archaeological works on European Templar houses (before 2017) that are foundational to this project.17 Her lists provide a survey of relevant archaeological works on Templar houses and define the current state of the field: her analysis and other very recent studies make it possible to argue that there is an increasing interest in conducting archaeological surveys using multiple techniques (GPR surveys of the sites, wall stratigraphy, C-14 dating of the organic materials).18 However, several stratigraphical archaeological works, specifically of documented Templar houses, refer to old preliminary spot excavations or excavations for modern land use reasons (rescue excavations). These only happen to coincide with possible Templar sites, a limitation clearly explained by Gerrard in his introduction to the publication of Philip Mayes’ excavation at South Witham.19 Studying the Templars themselves was not the basis for most of these excavations, but information about Templar houses was accidentally unearthed during construction and other projects, as highlighted by Carraz.20 This book also analyzes effective techniques employed in several other interesting medieval excavations, even if not directly referring to documented Templar houses or the period in which they were present in those buildings. These include Gerrard’s work regarding the wall structures at the Ambel Preceptory or previous palynological studies from archaeological excavations in Bologna.21

Despite their breadth, none of the publications previously mentioned is focused directly on Bologna’s Templars. There are only technical reports on the restauration of the building where the Knights’ Hall remains, and these do not include any archaeological or historical research.22 Yet, researchers have studied Templar houses in other parts of Italy, primarily using archival and/or historical approaches.23 In fact, Bianca Capone and colleagues at Larti (Italian Association of Templar Researchers) have worked extensively on Templar houses throughout Italy, trying to locate them using all possible sources to do so.24 Thanks to their 40 years of research and conferences, it has been possible to construct a nearly complete map of the Templar network in Italy. For example, Capone’s work initially and definitively locates the Templar houses in Milan, Turin, Fidenza, Susa, Benevento, Alba and Bari. She uses every available type of sources (archival, primary, architectural and topographic) except specific archaeological excavations.25 These findings have undoubtedly shed light on the Templar activities in the Bologna house. Yet, more comprehensive multidisciplinary research, specifically regarding Bologna, has called for combining archival sources, medieval chronicles and modern histories with archaeological information and scientific techniques such as palynology, petrography, the study of architectural development and computer technology. These resources have never been integrated to this degree in Italy before. This book is unique because it presents findings culled through a layered, multidisciplinary approach.



Military Orders, Peter of Bologna and the Crusades: The Outlook from Bologna


Military Orders

Bologna provides a complex instance of a thriving medieval city, one that connected the establishment of different military orders, their impulses to participate in the crusading movement, and the roles of key university-educated members, like Peter of Bologna (who was both a Templar and later a member of the Hospitaller Order). Yet, the different, broader perspectives presented by Forey, Morton, Nicholson, Cardini and others regarding the nature and establishment of military orders in general (and the Templars in particular) were used to understand the field.26

Forey addresses a series of questions concerning the emergence and role of military orders in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. He presents reasons for the appearance of these institutions, methods for the recruitment and instruction of novices, and, though the military orders were predominantly male organizations, the role of women within them. He then turns to the Orders’ role in the Crusades, both against the infidel and in ‘Holy Wars’ against Christians. For example, he gives details regarding their activities in ransoming captives. Forey also discusses the development of the Order of St. John, and of two minor military orders. He uses one of these, St. Thomas of Acre, to argue for the vital relationship between England and the Holy Land. Nicholas Morton highlights the configurations within these organizations, clarifying their internal structures and identifying these in Europe and throughout different theatres of war (Spain, Holy Land, Baltic Sea, etc.). Nicholson’s research tackles distorted modern perceptions of the military orders and examines the measures taken by various orders to form and improve their image in the eyes of Christendom. She asserts that in the second half of the thirteenth century, the Orders’ relative popularity decreased, as the privileges of friars began to attract criticism, and as European interest in the Holy Land waned. Cardini’s work tackles more recent issues. He forcefully argues that there are critical differences between medieval Templar Orders and modern Templarism. He insists that there is no contemporary ‘Templar Order’ in existence today that is directly linked to, or a continuation of, the medieval order. All of these works prove essential for looking at military orders with ‘medieval eyes’ rather than with contemporary ones, due to their original goals. For example, the orders wanted to obtain as much money as possible from their European houses to deliver Responsiones to their Eastern Brothers.27 The more the brothers were involved in local markets and societies, the more they could earn from their European properties and activities, using it to bolster causes around the world.

In order to establish the current state of a field not previously studied in detail, it was crucial to research other medieval military orders present in Bologna along with the Templars. Italian and international authors were consulted, even if their research was not focused exactly on this area. Luttrell’s work, particularly ‘The Hospitaller Priory of Venice in 1331,’ provides specific financial material for comparisons. It clarifies the value of ex-Templar properties in Emilia-Romagna after 1315, when the Hospitallers acquired them.28 To expand this key point of research developed by Luttrell, it was necessary to concentrate on academic studies regarding medieval economics, specifically the importance of northern Italian cities like Bologna during this period. Here, I turn to the works of Peter Spufford and Paolo Malanima. Their work traces and assesses coinage and values in local economies. Their studies provide an understanding of the real values of Templar goods and properties, in particular those connected with wine production, an asset especially important in Bologna.29

No academic studies that specifically examine the internal structures of the other military orders in Bologna (the Crucifers, Knights of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Teutonic Knights, Knights of St. Lazarus and the Hospitallers) during the medieval period have been published to date.30 Only sparse local information or writing by local historians/authors is accessible in regard to these organizations. The most common information provided by early modern historians is lists of the family names of members of the military orders.31 The research presented here sought to verify key spatial and temporal relationships between the houses of military orders in the Bologna, as well as the familial and property links between them, as there were no extant studies that did so.32 The presence of these six orders in one place was directly tied to the brothers’ ability to attend the University of Bologna (Peter and others) and the need to encourage local participation in the Crusades.



Peter of Bologna

Peter of Bologna was arguably the most important Bolognese Templar brother, having acted as General Attorney of the Order in the Roman Curia in a very turbulent period for the Order (1298–1312). Studies about the trial that ended the existence of the Templar Order, and about Peter of Bologna’s defense of the brotherhood, were fundamental to this book, as detailed by authors such as Barber, Michelet, Partner, Jones, Ramsay and others.33 The work Procès des Templiers by early modern historian Michelet provided key details regarding Peter’s defense of the Order in the Paris trial, and the most reliable archival-related information about his disappearance during the process in May 1310.34 Most of the authors above, such as Partner and Barber, review the events during the trial and surmise that Peter of Bologna died in prison in Paris, while Ramsay, Jones and others suggest he just disappeared or fled to Scotland. Ramsay’s proposal has permitted the creation of legends and hypotheses about Peter’s role as a link between the Templars and the Freemasons, a role also recently discussed by Ventura.35 This book, using rarely consulted local archival sources and the work of early modern (local) authors like Alidosi, attempts to verify and reconcile the information behind different hypotheses regarding Peter’s ultimate fate. Having done so, I argue that Peter probably came back to Bologna and joined the Hospitallers after the trial.36 My research led me to draw alternate conclusions to those of the writers mentioned above. These conclusions are discussed in detail, based on reconstructing Peter’s life (1263–1329) and on the discovery and analysis of the drawing of his tomb in Bologna.37



The Crusades and the Region

Another point of debate analyzed in this work is the relationship between Bologna and the Crusades. The important although general work The Crusades, by Jonathan Riley-Smith, and the influence of Contesting the Crusades by Housley determined the correct modern definition of Crusade. Housley states that since their inception by Pope Urban II in 1095, the Crusades were ‘a form of holy war that for many reasons was to enjoy an extraordinary long life….’ Riley-Smith mentions the council of Piacenza in 1095, held in the Emilia-Romagna region, as an important step toward the First Crusade.38 Regarding Bologna, the substantial work by Riley-Smith on the First Crusade and crusaders, works by Jonathan Phillips on the Second and Fourth Crusades, and Powell’s work on the Fifth Crusade were all vital resources for general information.39 Bologna’s involvement from the First Crusade through those conducted after 1291 only reinforces the longevity and strength of this movement.40 In fact, even if Riley-Smith does not specifically cite any Bolognese crusaders, he includes the letter from Pope Urban II to the Bolognese clergy (transcripted and translated in Appendix C) regarding the First Crusade. This letter proved a crucial source for better understanding the Crusade’s origins and recruitment process.41 In addition, Phillips argues that the Second Crusade was composed of a series of expeditions to the Holy Land, many of which included Bolognese participants. Regarding the Fourth Crusade, he notes that in 1202, zealous Western Christians gathered in Venice, determined to liberate Jerusalem from the Ayyubid Empire.42 But the crusaders never made it to the Holy Land. Led by the Venetians, they descended on Constantinople instead, wreaking considerable devastation. For this reason, this Crusade was very different from the others, and its participants may not have been particularly proud of having joined it. None of the few local sources regarding the Bolognese highlighted their participation. On the other hand, Powell cites many Bolognese crusaders in the Fifth Crusade, but admits that some of his sources were not completely reliable. This book endeavors to verify some of his information, through the use of archival sources created by local modern historians. Thus, it heeds Powell’s call for the expansion of the local research available in this field.

Vasina’s research has been vital to this endeavor. This prominent scholar’s work regarding Emilia-Romagna’s participation in the Crusades, as well as the significant impact of the Crusades in Italy, provides background about how and why the Bolognese were involved in those incursions.43 References regarding Bologna’s participation can also be found in the works of much earlier local modern historians, such as Ghirardacci and Negri, who provide long lists of Bolognese crusaders throughout the centuries. Works by these early modern historians, who wrote chronicles of the history of Bologna and outlined the roles of the city’s families in the Commune, are compared here with information supplied by the aforementioned contemporary historians.44 I reviewed the original texts for confirmation, further verifying these references in local chronicles and archives.45 The current study is distinct because of its synthesis of multidisciplinary sources to explore the general involvement of the Bolognese since the First Crusade. It posits how the various local military orders present in the city at the time may have influenced this involvement, including economically, through providing Responsiones. This local aspect of the Crusades has garnered little scholarly attention, and this book seeks to inspire further discussion in this area.




Local Sources on Bologna’s Templar House and Brothers: Explicating Key Political Connections

While there have been no major studies on the Templars in Bologna, there have been some publications on related local topics that provide some relevant, even if indirect, information about the Templars. Only non-academic works, or those that focus on other Templar houses in the region along the Via Emilia, are available. These local studies focus on specific groups or areas, such as Pieroni’s study of the Templars in Romagna along the Via Emilia or Leva’s study focused on the Templars in Modena.46 These are necessary for detailed comparisons with the Bolognese Templars. On the other hand, many early modern historians, such as Guidicini, Masini, Rossi, Savioli (writing between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries), wrote local histories or chronicles of the region. These propelled this project. Several mention the Templar presence in medieval Bologna and the families of the men who joined the Order.47 These authors refer to the Templar Order, reporting on letters and other documents possibly obtained from local archives. There are not, of course, specific references to the exact location of these period sources in the modern archives, yet they were verified whenever possible for this project. For example, Alidosi’s complete 1616 list of the medieval Bolognese knights, and Oretti’s collection from roughly 1770, of drawings of Bolognese tombs (including Peter’s) were particularly vital for reconstructing Peter of Bologna’s life.48 Combining and cross-referencing these sources also aided in the reconstruction of a thorough list of Bolognese Templar brothers (see Appendix D). This work on familial affiliations within the military orders also led to a better understanding of the local political connections between Guelphs (papal supporters) and Ghibellines (supporters of the Emperor) within the military orders. (For detailed information about these factions, see Chapter 1 in particular).49 These relationships influence the political history of Bologna and have never been studied in detail before.

This work on family affiliation and local properties also inspired me to look into the possible relationship between Cistercians and Templars, as well as other military orders in general. That investigation relied on comprehensive studies by Schenk (on the political positions of local noble families within the relationships between Cistercians and Templars) and Giansante (on the exact location of the properties of Bolognese Lord and Guelph Romeo Pepoli).50 These connections also help to explain critical choices, such as why the Templar establishment in Bologna was located in a specific, eastern area of the city and territory. In order to understand more about the physical layout and development of the city, it is essential that this book begin with a brief history of Bologna. This history will provide a foundation for comprehending the roles and involvement of the Templars in the city and beyond. I hope it will also encourage non-Italian scholars to familiarize themselves with the complexities of medieval Bolognese society, especially the cultural ferment that made the city an excellent location for an influential Templar house.
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		Figure 3.17 Assay B. Stratigraphical excavation conducted near the discovered west door of the Knights’ Hall above on the left, and in detail in the picture below. Coring was used to reach deeper levels marked in green, which were not urbanized soil. A small hole was created to check if the columns reached the medieval pavement (as shown above on the right).


		Figure 3.18 The archaeological coring in detail, as shown in February 2016 at a local public museum exhibition, of the preliminary phases of the Bologna excavation (illustrated in green in Figure 3.17).


		Figure 3.19 Still frame of the 3D film representing the Knights’ Hall, with barrels of wine, grapes and other fruit. At the far end of the image, the door with the rounded arch that was studied in the excavation is represented.


		Map 4.1 House and urban properties (churches in red and houses in white) in relation to the city walls.


		Figure 4.1 Guidicini’s drawing of the commandery (see Footnote 23). In the middle- upper portion, there is a small building called ‘chiesa vecchia della Magione’ (old church of the commandery), and in the part below, there is a bigger church called ‘Chiesa fatta dal Malvezzi’ (church built by Malvezzi). This name refers to the fact that in the fifteenth century, commandery leader Achille Malvezzi modified the church, relocating the bell tower shown on the extreme right.


		Map 4.2 Locations of Templar properties in the countryside, as of 1309. The vineyards marked in the image will be discussed later in this chapter.


		Figure 4.2 ASBo, Corporazioni Religiose Soppresse, Santa Maria del Tempio, b.19 / 2098 (1767). In the top image, the map of St. Mary of the Temple, in yellow and facing Strada Maggiore, is clear. On the right of this map, there is also a drawing of the small church of St. Homobono, along the same road, outside the walls. The bottom image is the drawing of the south façade of St. Mary of the Temple, with its bell tower at the right.


		Figure 4.3 Templar Brother Petrum de Rotis (Peter Roda) as cited in the inventory of Templar properties. In the upper box, the last page of the inventory with the signature of the notary is depicted.


		Figure 4.4 Templar property along the Idice River in San Lazzaro di Savena, roughly 8 km from the Templar house in Bologna. It is highly possible that the house in the inset photo is the ‘tile-roofed house’ mentioned in the Templar inventory.


		Figure 4.5 Medieval Templar property Lo Monte, now Castell’Arienti, in the suburban hills of Bologna. A portion is still used as vineyard today.


		Figure 4.6 Photo of the Knights’ Hall, once the storeroom of the Templar house.


		Figure 4.7 The pollen grain found in the archaeological excavation.


		Figure 4.8 The in vitro grown grapevines.


		Figure 4.9 The sprouts of Vitis vinifera plants in one of the Templar properties in Marano.


		Figure 5.1 Tomb of Pietro Roda in Bologna, as seen in an eighteenth-century drawing by Marcello Oretti.


		Map 6.1 The locations of the houses of the military orders in Bologna, ca. 1280.12


		Figure 6.1 Notary act regarding the purchase of the Crucifers’ house in Bologna (drawn here) by Giovanni Aldini.


		Figure 6.2 List of the military orders in Bologna involved in the collection of tithes.


		Figure 6.3 The Gothic-style marble relief of the Vergine dei Gaudenti.


		Figure A.1 Door, south façade.


		Figure A.2 Sampling site.
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