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BY  

LAD Y M 0 R G A N.  



PJlI:NTED BY FAUl. 



ITALY 
 
BY 

LADY MORGAN. 

" Malheur an bon esprit dont la pensee altiere 
D'un caul' independant s'elance taut entiere, 
Qui respire un air libre, etjamais n'applaudit 
Au despotisme en vogue, a l'e1'1'eu1' en credit. 

fI'  «  ..t  fI'  ..  ..  iI:  «  

Mais ferme dans ma route, el vrai dans mes discours, 
Tel je fus,-tel je suis,-tel je serai toujours. H  

"We travellers are in very bard circumstances. It we say notbing but wbat 
has been said before us, we are dull aud we have observed nothing. If  we tell 
any thing new, we are laughed At.  as fabulous aod romantic; not allowing either 
for the difference of ranks (whieh affords diff"erence of compauy), 01' more 
euriosity, 01' change of customs t.bat happens every tweoty rean in every 
country."-LADr 1\(. W. Mo~n·J.GtJK. 
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ADVERrrISE~IENT. 

TUE following Work has been composed 
from a journal kept during a residence in 
Italy, in the years 1819-20. The notes on 
Law, Statistics, and on Literary Disputes, 
together with the Appendix on the State of 
Medicine, have, at the Author's request, 
been contributed by  Sir C. Morgan. 



IT AL  Y. 
 

CHAPTER  I.  

HISTORIC SKETCHES. 

Italy  under the   Lombards.-Under the   Republics.­
Under  Spain  and  Austria.-At the  period  of  the  
French  Revolution.  

TIm fahles ofantiquity have assigned to the Peninsula 
of Italy a golden age; and history , sufficiently vague, 
hut hetter accredited, has peopled its Eden plains with 
confederated tribes; and has covered regions with 
nurnerous flocks and plenteous h~rvests, where deso­
lation now reigns over pestilential rnarshes.' 

The Etruscans occupying the vast and lovely tract 
between the Arno and the Tibur, took the start of 
the surrounding states. Their career was brilliant, 

1 "In un clima caldo l'irrigazione e la naturale nutrice 
delI' agricoltnra : ma questo prezioso dono non puo oUenersi 
senza permanenti lavori, e continue spece, la cui negligenza 
produce oggidi in quelle medesim" proviucie, in cambio di f,e­
licita, I' insalubrita  e la misel'ia. "-M1GALI,  L' Italia  apaTIti  il  
dominio  dei Romani,  vol.  i. p. 231. 

VOL. I.  2 
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but their story brief. In their origin, brave, inge­
nious, and uni ted ; in their progress, cormpt, luxu­
rious, and divided; they flourished by their unity, and 
fell by their divisions: but they were still to the pe­
ninsula, what the Athenians Iong were to Greece, 
when from the midst of the warlike and pastoral viI­
lages of Latium, Rome arose. Vile in its origin, bar­
barous in its institutions, a casual association of rob­
bers and of outcasts became the destiny of mankind. 
Opposed 10 1he Roman prowess, the states of Italy 
ceased to exist. Europe to the extent of its known 
boundaries was subjugated to slavery, and the inde­
pendence of almost the entire civilized world merged 
in the dominion ofthe Quirites. 

The dissolution ofthe mightiest social comLination 
which had ever existed, stands foremost among those 
rare events that serve as beacon rocks, in the ocean 
of tim'e, to break up its vastness, and give 10 the eye 
of philosophy a point of concentration and repose. 
When Rome fell, the elements of existing society se­
parated, to recombine nnder new forms, and to unite 
in llew IJroportions. A race of another mould and 
fibre from that with which the redundant population 
ofthe east had colonized the more temperate regions 
of Europe, swarmed over the cultivated plains of 
I taly, and violated its luxurious cities. An unknown 
product from the foundery of a new crealion thinned 
the ranks of refined degeneracy; and as they poured 
forth in successive multitudes from their northern 
forests over the Alps and the Apennines, the Jura and 
the Pyrenees, they carried conquest in their van, and 
left desolation in their rear. Less animated by en­
terprise than goaded by want, with massacre for their 
means, and s}Joil for their ohject, they exterminated 
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whilethey plundered, and destroyed what they were 
tmahIe to enjoy. Such was the origin of those feu­1  

dal dynasties, which now trace hack their rights to 
Divine dispensation, and confound their existence 
with the laws of the creation. 2  Für it is notable 

, "Les Francs, rendus maHres de la France, regarderent I'a­
grieulture cl les arts uliles eomme des oecupations d'esclaves, 
on des Gaulois. C'est ce gothiqlle mepris ponr les p,\res nour­
riciers de la paIrie, eet honnenr al'oisivete, et eet esprit d'in­
dependance et de domination, d'ou devait sortir la noblesse 
hereditaire et le monsIre de la feodalite, ce fl.eau le plns epou­
vantable dont le eiel, dans sa eolere, pent frapper une nation 
libre."-Memoires snr les Etats-Generanx, par le Comte d'En­
tragues. 

In 1777 a Constitutional Minister or France, anthorized by 
the King, endeavollred to strike at that terrible remnant of 
feudality, the Corvee. The hereditary nobility and the c1ergy 
rose againstthis innovation made in fa,ollr of the people, and, 
in their remonstrance, made use of the foHowing arg'lment : 
-" Que l'exemption de la Corvee confond les etats! que l'im­
pot territorial confond le elerge et la noblesse avec le peuple ! 
que, dans le point de droit, celui de la Corvee appartenait allx 
Francs Sur leurs hommes; que les Francs "taient tenus de faire 
servir leurs hommes adivers ouvrages utiles au Roi et aretat; 
que, suivant Loiseau, jurisconsulte celehre, la  noblesse  n'est  
tenue  de  payer la  taille,  ni  faire  vile  corvee,  mais  sen,ir  a  la  
8uerre  et  autre  acte  de  noblesse. "-Observations sur les Re­
montrances relatives aux Corvees: Paris, Mar. 21,1777' 

Thus the line hetween Franks and Gauls was as distinctly 
marked at the period of the French Revolution as in the 6th 
century. To this remonstrance the unrortunate Louis XVI., 
the victim of this faction of Franks, was obliged to yield ; and 
he retracted the consent he had humallely given to the mea­
iure of his minister • 

• "N'en doutons pas, Chretiens, Dieu a prepare dans son 
conseil eternelies premieres familIes ; mais principalemell t  
celles qui doivent gouverner les nations. C'est paf la suite de 
ces conseils que Dien a fait naltre les puissantes maisotls , celle 
de France et edle d'Aull'iehe, dont  il  se  sert pOllr  balance/'Ies  
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that there are no legitimate beginnings of empires; 
and that a11 monarchical governments, owing their 
origin to the wants or the crimes of man, are founded 
in conquest, or are consolidated by usurpation. Dif­
ferent stages of society may variously colour the 
event: but the Odoacres, the Alboins, thc Clovises, 
the Charlemagnes, the Guiscards, and the Bonapartes, 
have all equally proceeded upon the same principle, 
and triumphed by the same means. 

While monarchies and dynasties thus rise by phy­
sical force and moral feebleness, constitutional govern­
ments have other means, as weB as other epochs, of 
developement. The era in which they are called into 
existence is the brightest, and the best, in the his tory 
of humanity. It  is that, in which an universal dif­
fusion of knowledge, leading to a just appreciation of 
rights, demonstrates the evil of privilege, and ripens 
the instinct of liberty into a fixed principle of IJersonal 
inviolability and political independel1ce. 

On the fall of the Roman empire, the social and 
political organization of Europe, her master Ianguage 
and universal laws, alike submitted to change, or to 
extinction. Every trace of the Asiatic characteristics, 
which distinguished her southern regions, was effaced ; 
and the brilliant mythology she had adopted and 
naturalized, which had so long peopled her temperate 
dimes with the bright imagery of more fervid zones, 
faded away Iike the fantasms of a gay dream. Then 
arose a system to govern the minds of men, remote 
alike from the divine revelation of Jehovah, as from 
the splendid rites of Jove. Founded in sacrifice, en­

choses  humaines."-Bo,slIet,  Oraison fun~bre de Marie Th<!­
J'ese, Reine de Louis Xl V. 
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foreed by persecution, wilh terror for its spring, and 
human degradation for its objeet, dark, despotie, ex­
cIusive, and sanguinary, it rose above all temporal 
power; and arrogating a divine origin, ealled itself­
THE  CHURCH.  

The northern hordes were weIl adapted to reeeive 
and propagate a doetrine, gloomy and powerful as 
the creed of their fathers; and while the altars of 
Odin still smoked, his followers presented themselves, 
smeared with the blood of vietims, at the baptismal 
font,' whenee they went forth to plunder, and to 
kill; to propagate doctril1es by the sword, to punish 
resistance by the faggot. 

During the operation of canses which de30lated and 
re-peopled nations, the paradise, which had invited 
the Greeks, which had lured from the land of Ca­
naan • and the plains of Egypt, partook largely and 
fatally of the changes, which were impressing a new 

• vVhen the bands of the fierce and petty chieftain Clovis 
were flying before the Germans in the plains of Tolbach, he, 
having in vain invoked the aid of his own battle god, exclaim­
ed, in his despair, "God of Clotilda, I vOW, if thou gainest 
the baUle for me, to have none other god but thee." The 
baHle was won. Clotilda, who was carrying on the war in 
fhe soutb, hastened 10 her husband's christening, burning 
some towns in Burgundy:on her way, which belonged to her 
own unde. Clovis was baptised at Rheims, with three  thou­
sand  of his followers, for whose faith he pledged himself to 
St. Rerni; declaring, that when he had time, he would in form 
thern what the ceremony rneant. It  was upon this occasion 
that Clovis received the St. Arnpoule, which has conferred di­
vine right upon all his successors. An angel descpnded from 
heaven with the holy ointrnent to St. Remi, which lasted till 
the Revolution, when it emigrated with thc other legitimate 
relics, 10 return with thern at the Restoralion. 


, Maffei. 
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character upon society; and Italy had more than her 
share of the vicissitude and suffering which dis­
tracted the rest of Europe. Involved in the fiercest 
contests, alternately overrun and oppressed by Im­
perial exarchs, and Gothic chiefs, she retrograded 
with a rapidity proportioned to her previous supe­
riority in arts and literature ; and had already far 
sunk into the Cimmerian darkness of that fearful pe­
riod termed the Lower Ages, when the Lombards, 
the last and the least known of the nortllern tribes, 
quitted their Pannonian forests, and, led Oll by their 
noted chieftain Alboin, marched in the track, usurped 
the power, and surpassed the fortunes of all their 
harbarous predecessors. 

Among the vigorous races of the northern hive, 
the Longobardi seem to have been slamped with na­
ture's own mark of physiological superiority. They 
brought with them into tlle enervating regions of the 
south, a fierce, hut generous courage, and a powerful 
and dominant instinct of liherty, which has been 
found working at intervals through all the sllccessive 
stages of Italy's woeful existence. It  was that spirit 
which so early resisted the prescriptiveness of feuda­
Iity, and gave the first shock to foreign influence 
uuder the German emperors. It  was that spirit 
which enfranchised northern Italy, founded herglo­
rious republics, and cemeuted that holy alliance of 
free citizens, the LEAGUE OF LOMBAROY, the miracle of 
its age, the :M:agna Charta of southern Europe. 

This warlike and illdependcn t race had spread and 
settled from the Alps to the Tihur, and had rendered 
itself master of northern Italy, when the dynasty of 
its chiefs, after a turhulent and contested reign of 
two centuries, fell in the person cf Desiderius; and 
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the iron crown ofLombardy for the first time encircled 
the hrow of a foreign victor. Charlemagne, who had 
won it, at the head of his barharous Franks, affected 
to receive it at tbe hands of the Roman Pontiff :-at 
the distance ofa thousand years, a soldier of fortune, 
an usurper ,Iike himself, led on his  ultramontains, and 
waiting for no holy hand to consecrate the act, him­
self placed the iron crown of Desiderius upon his 
own hrow, with that threat, then so hold, but now 
so yain,­

DIO lIIE L'A DATu, GUAI AeHE ToeeA,' 

The glory of the Carlovingian race was short-lived : 
Louis-le-Gros  soon lost all that Charles the Great had 
won. The politics of Europe changed. The Popes 
found it theil' interest to oppose the German power 
to the preponderance of French influence ; as, to for­
ward their own views, they had assisted the French, 
against the indepeudence of I taly. The intrigues oE  
Jühn the Twelfth placed the diadem of the German 
empire and the erown of Lomhardy upon the head 
of Ot11o the Great. Thell the kingdom of Italy lost 
its individuality, and ceased to have a capital; while 
its new master was a strallger to his foreign domi­
nions. 

But the sway which was delegated, was lightelled ; 
and that neglect which is the natural result of a dis­
tan t rule, opened the door to a new amI fearful inva­
sion. In the eleventh century, the incursions of the 
Huns and the Saracens, and the internal disorders of 

• "(Iod has given it me; woe to hirn who touches it "-the 
words pronounced by Napoleon vihen he crowned himself at 
Milan. 
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Italy, pressed on the very life-nerve ofhuman endu­
rance. The spirit of the Lombards broke forth in 
their Italian descendants, as the salient features of an 
antique coin penetrate and brighten through the rusts 
of time, under the force of a rude and accidental fric­
tion. The towns of Lombardy demanded permission 
of the Emperor to defend themselves; and political 
necessity produced their enfranchisement. The im­
munity became universal; the effect was electric. 
Every town had its charter, every village its diploma, 
to use the right given by the God of nature, the true 
and orily right divine, the right of self-defence. In 
walls, raised by the hands which defended thern, in 
municipal institutes founded in the election and the 
confidence of the people, existed the first rude outlil1'e 
of that consummation of legislative wisdom, A NA­

TIONAL ARllIY, ANti A REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. Even 
the Church feIt the vibration of the shock given to 
ignorance, prejudice, and power: for the Arian bi­
shops of Lombardy permitted a freedom of inquiry, 
which had some resemblance to the fearless researches 
of philosophy, and the mild toleration of more en­
lightened times! 

The maritime slates of Venice, Pisa, and Genoa, 
had ])rocured their freedom before the cities of Lom­
bardy had sued and obtained that benefit ; but in the 
twelfth century the doctrines of civilliberty had been 
practically taught throughout all !taly, by the exi­
gencies which had enforced an equal distribution of 
power; and the municipal ties, originated by neces­

, Thc Lombards established Arianism in Haly. "Les Ita­
liens du onzieme siecle," says Sismondi, "etaient de tous les 
Chrtitiens les moins disposes a croire aun ordre emane du 
eie!. " 
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3ity, had gradually developed into republican instilu­
tions: thus by slowly infringing upon prerogative, 
the States of Italy usurped their liberlies, through 
the same means as princes acquire an unconstitutional 
authority.' The yoke of a foreign master was gra­
dnally lightened, till it was no longer feIt; and the 
extent and limit of the imperial States became so 
vague and faint, that even the umpire called upon to 
decide them, failed in the attempt. 2  

The theocratic domination, first impatiently sup­
ported, was soon disputed, and its dogmas attacked ; 
until in the twelfth century the independent States 
()f Italy took their place among nations, and exhi­
bited to the startled apprehension of prescriptive 
power as many prosperous republics, as there had 
been enfranchised towns. The Imperial claims were 
derided. Feudality escaping from her battered Don­
jons, sued for the protection of the free cities, by 
which she had been shorn of her power and restricted 
in her priviJeges. The baronial bishops were de­
}Jrived of their temporal jurisdictions; and Popes, 
who had trodden on the necks of kings, were defied 
hy the ci ti zens of Milan alld of Florence. Even Rome, 
fallen as she was, reflected the light which civil li­
berty had kindled; and the eloquence of a republican 
wonk forwarded the cause of freedom in that forum, 
'vhere Cicero had so often defended it. 3 

, Sismondi, His!. des P":p. Ital. vol. i . 
• "Trop faibles pour faire valoir leurs droits dans toute leur 

etendue, lenrs pretentions sur la Lombardie et sur l'Italie, les 
Hois de l'AlIemagne ne tiraient de ce pays qu'un revenu in­
certain."-l\1iiller, His!. Univers. 

3 Arnold of Brescia, the friend and disciple of Abelard. He 
preached the gospel,  in opposition to the Church, and mingled 
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Power thus attacked in her two great holas of an­
thority and of opinion, roused all her energies, and 
coalesced all her forces. The most puissant of poten­
tates and of pontiffs, Frederick Barbarossa and Eu­
gene III., now closely bound by mutual intcrests, 
forgot their recent feuds in the common cause; anel 
consecrateel their holy alliance by ceremonies that 
l)ourtrayed their respective views. The Emperor 
received the crown of the Cresars from the hand of 
the Pope in the Basilica of St. Peter; the Pope receiv­
ed the keys of his temporal power from him by 
whom the Cresars were represented. Hecatombs of 
Roman lives were offered up on the ratification of 
this alliance, on the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul; 
ann a plenary indulgence was gran ted by the Pontiff 
to the German legions. wh ich had, })reviously to these 
rites, massacred his republican Hock. 

Thus prepared and pledged, these two g:reat pro­
tectors of the social order of that day marched with 
their foreign cohorts of thousands and tens of thou­
sands against the Iiberties of Italy. Milan, then the 
most beautiful and populous of the Italian cities­
Milan, with her faithful aJly Tortona, was the first 
destined object of this imperial and holy crusade, as 
she had been tbe first, by her illumination and pros­
perity, to alarm its leaders. But it was in vain that 

the doctrines of civilliberty with the precepts of the Chris· 
tian faith. He painted the Saviour as the first of reformers, 
and the Scriptures as the basis of political freedom. The peo· 
pie, kindled by his eloquence, assembled at the capitol to sub. 
stitnte a senate for a conclave. The result of this seditioll 
was the union of the Pope und the Emperor; and Arnold was 
burned alive, by the advice of SI. Bernard, the director of the 
Popc's conscience. 
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th~usands were opposed to hllndreds; and that disci­
plmed and permanent armies, fresh from conquest 
and from slallghter, were led against citizen soldiers, 
inferior in skiII as in numhers. Tortona indeed was 
laid in ashes, the plollgh passed over the streets of 
Milan, her name was erased from the list of nations, 
and his tory shlldders at the details which truth extorts 
from her records. Eut in the destruction of these 
fair and free cities, in the extermination of one half 
of their inhabitants and the sufferings of the other, 
originated the great pact of Italian emancipation and 
national confederacy. The Imperial conqueror re­
ceived cOIJgratulatory homage from feudal princes and 
legitimate kings; from prelates aud from Podestas 
(the corporators of those times); but I taly stood 
apart. Stunned, not subdued: superior to complain t, 
she armed for vengeance. The re-action was as ter­
rible as the offence which had excited it. Invading 
legions were routed with an almost exterminating 
sJaughter; and the hitherto invincible enemy of the 
independence of I  taly, defeated on the yery si te of his 
former conquest, was driven forth a wanderer, to 
die obscurely, amidst the ruin of his disastrous for­
tune•. ' 

, After his complete defeat, on his second invasion of Italy, 
Bal'barossa was I'educed to fly almost alone, through the moun­
tains of Savov, and to seck shelter from Count Humbert. Pa­
via alone, of ~lIltaly, remained true to him during the twenty· 
two years which had elapsed belween the two invasions. He 
had brollgbt from the remotcst parts of Germany seven power­
ful armies, and bad armed, in his personal C3IlSe, a million of 
men. By a sort of poetical justice, tbe career.of his bailled am­
bition terminated in defeat and disgrace, on that spot on wbich 
he bad obtained his most signal triumphs ove!' liberty and 
right. 
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Milan and Tortona arose rapidly from their ashei. 
The free States of Italy, animated by one prineiple, 
and united in one eause, eonfederated their powers; 
and saerifieing munieipal jealousies to national inde­
pendenee, instituted The  League  of Lombard.]'!  1  

While Milan, Florenee, Sienna, and Tortona, were 
eomhating for rights, and Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, 
were proteeting them; while knowledge and eom­
merce were opening new sourees of strength to the 
free States, among which alo'ne they eould flourish, 
and a national feeling was spreading its influenee 
from the Alps to the Apennines, the neighbouring 
kingdoIns, engaged in endless eontests for privileges 
,and prerogatives, exhibited the same speetacJe of feu­
dality retarding the eivilisation of the communities it 
infested. In  France an anarehieal hereditary nobility 
were selling the nation, and opposing the king:­
alike traitors to the people, and rebels to the sovereign, 
they epitomized aIl the evils of a system, which Italy 
alone had the spirit to resist, and the perseveranee to 
subdue. 

Cireumstanees foreign to the internal poliey of the 
Italian republics arose, to inerease their influence, 

I  The League of Lombardy was eonfirmed by the Treaty of 
Constanee, in 1185. The Emperor, by that treaty, granted to 
the Republies all the droits  regaliens;  all the privileges they 
had aequired by eustom, time, and preseription; the right of 
raising armies, fortifying eities, and exercising eivil and erimi­
nal jurisdietion, within their States, with a1l the advantages 
whieh their independenee had claimed, their arms won, and 
thair force protected. The Republies were legally aeknowledg­
ed by the Emperor and the Pope; and the long struggle for 
ItaIian Iiberty ended in a eomplete triumph over the most for­
midable eoalition whieh Chureh and State have ever opposed 
to human hoppiness and natural right. 
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and enlarge their powers. The contests of the 
Guelph and Ghibeliue factions,-the first headed hy 
the immediate descendants of Otho the Great, the 
second led on by the reigning house of Germany_ 
gave a new importance to the independent cities, 
from the weight they were capahle of flinging into 
the halance of whichever side theyadopted. Hatred to 
the son of Barbarossa was the inheritance of every 
Italian citizen ; aud whatever party stood opposed to 
the reiguiug family of Germany, had the Repuhlics 
of I taly for their natural aIly. I t was also the interest 
of the Pope to oppose the increasing influence of the 
Emperors; and by joining what was then considered 
as the liberal party, he became for aperiod united 
in alliance with the free States. 

The details of these long aud frigh tful feuds are too 
weil known to dweIl upon. In their results they 
were fatal to humanity. The riyal ambition of 
Popes and Emperors contributed to embroil Italy in 
sauguinary aud civil cOlltests, to Jivert her States 
from the pursuit of their true interests, to revive 
the influence of feudality, to originate the establish­
ment of permanent armies, and give importance to 
the talents and prowess of military chiefs; I  to the 
detriment of the more meritorious private citizen 
and patriot magistrate. Yet wilh all these impedi­

• The exigencies of turbulent times extended the sphere of 
the army; and, by changing anational militia into a perma­
nent force, laid the foundation of future subjection. The 
retty suzeraines  of Italy who still preserved their chieftain_ 
ries-the seigneuries of Este, of Ferrara, and Verona-grew 
into consequence. Then were multiplied the famous Condot­
tieri, the " Capitaines d'honneur ct d'armes," men of preda­
tory habits and military skilI. "Le perfectionnement cle "ar-

VOL. !.  2. ' 
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ments to improvelllent and prosperity, Italy, fl'ee 
Italy, took the lead of feudal EUl'ope. Whatever 
light was elllitted callle fl'Olll her superior illumina­
tion. Industry and independence flourished in Mi­
lan; liberty found her palladium in Florence. where 
counters were opened for the commerce of the world ; 
and arts, literature, and science, again raised their 
tempIes on their ancient sites. The political springs 
of other governments were throwll into action by the 
moral mastery of Florentine minds; land while this 
republic lent ministers to other nations, she chose her 
OWI:t  statesmen from her poets and philosophers­
poets and l)hilosophers who were not less dis tin­
guished as patriots and freemen. In quick succession 
she produced Dallte, Petrareh, and Boccaccio; aud 
the world had no parallel for her intellectual supe­
riority. Agriculture kept pace wilh manufactures. 
She clothed royalty with the gorgeous products of 
her looms, and supplied improvident nations from 
her granaries. 

The existence of the I talian Republics was a solc­

mure," says Müller, "des gens d'armerie fut l'ouvrage des 
gentilshommes. Leur force etail irresistible, el Ja force mili­
laire ainsi se Irouva entre les mains des nobles."-Histoire 
universelle. 

'There were assembled at Rome, 10 congratulate Bonifaee 
the VIIIth, twelve ambassadors from different slates, all Flo­
l'entines. These wcre, Vermiglio Alfani, from the Emperor; 
Museiatto Franzesi, from Philip of Franee; Ugolino da Vic­
ehio, from thc King of England ; Rimeri, from Bohemia, Si­
mone di Rossi, from Andronicus, Emperor of Constantinople ; 
Gnieeiardo Bastari,from the Great Khan of Tartary; Manno 
Adimari, from K. Charles of Naples; Guido Talanca, from Fre­
deriek ofSicily; Beneivenni Folchi, from the Grand Master of 
Rhodes ; Lapo Uberti, from Pisa; Cino Diotisalvi, from the Sei­
gneur of Cawerino i  and Palla Strozzi, frow Florence. 
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ci sm in the reigning system of Europe; and their 
ell:ample dangerous to its permanency. From con­
temporaries they obtained no sympathy, for they 
still kept in advance of their own times. Generationi 
rose therefore successively to crush what they dared 
not imitate; and they called on the ministers of 
their own errors to ell:terminate thefew,  whose pro­
gress in wisdom and liberty shamed the dark and 
fettered man)'.  Despotism and bigotry, obeying the 
call as often as it was given, started from the fortress, 
and rushed from the cell, and clanked the chain, and 
kindled the faggot. The State shook her iron sceptre, 
the Church unfurled her red-cross banner. Princes 
and pontiffs, linked in fraternal hatred against freedom 
and truth, renewed the vows of Eugene and Barba­
rossa; and imperial legions, armed by kings, and 
blessed by infallible priests, were let loose against 
the rights and the happiness of a few free cities, who 
had proved by the test of ell:periment, that knowledge 
and civilliberty are the sole bases of human virtue 
and civilization. 

The ell:istence of liberty in Italy was like the na­
tural day of her brilliant climate; it rose in bursts of 
splendour, and sunk in sudden and unprepared dark­
ness. Her republics invaded, environed, overwhelmed 
by the successive armies of Europe, which had either 
raised or protected her domestic enemies, till distrust 
at home beeame more formidable than even the dan­
ger from without; 1 her rieh soil bathed in the blood 
of her sons, vainly shed in her defenee; her States 

'The Visconti, Sforza, Medici, D'Este, Farnese, eIe. ete. who 
a11 owed their power and penuanency, if not their elevation, 
to tbe intl'igues of Austria, France, Spain, and the Papes. 
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divided by papal intrigues and feudal pretel1siom ; 
her plains the field chosen by contending potentates, 
to dispute their unfounded and ambitious claims to 
the country they desolated; Italy, to the last gasp 
ofher independence, exhibited the results of her free 
institutions ; and like the dying gladiator of her Ca­
pitol, was sublime even in the Jast pang of dissolu­
tion. Her splendid capitals were invested, besieged 
and ravaged, and suffered under the accumulated 
horrors of war, pestilence, and famine, brought on 
hy the occupation of the Austrian and Spanish ar­
mies; her best citizens, and immortal authors were 
put to the torture, and branded with the name of 
conspirators, I  for defending their country against 
domestic tyranny, upheld by foreign interference; a 
fIood of demoralization was let in upon her society 
hy the licence and crimes of foreign troops and pre­
datory bands; and from the walls of Milan, to the 
sanctuary of the Vatican, the loveliest country of 
Europe was desolated by acts of savage atrocity and 
brutal violation, from which even at this distance of 

time humanity shudders and recoils.· 

, In thc afl'air of the Orti OricelJari, Agostino Capponi and 
Pietro Paolo Boscoli, a man ofleUers, were decapitated, upon 
the pretext, true 01' false, of conspiracy against Julian and Lo­
renzo di Medici; and l\Iachiavelli was imprisoned, ruined, and 
tortured, and his noble spirit broken down to the composi­
tinn of his" Prince, " which many have considered as a for­
mal retractation of those principles which had actuated hirn 
through life.-See Guicciardini, and also Machiavelli's Letter •. 

• "Era veramente Ja Lornbardia ridotta nelle maggiori an­
gustie : desolata dalla peste, in baHa aHa licenza militare, do­
"eva obbedire al capriccio ed aHa sfrenatezza d'un esercito, a 
chi la vittoria parca che rendesse tutto lecito, et a chi i co­
mandanti istessi doveano permettere come un' indennizzazion" 
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In  1521, the star of the house of Austria held the 

ascendant in the political hemisphere of the world, 1  

and Charles the Fifth was advancing with rapidity to 
universal monarchy, that consummation so often and 
so devoutly wished by royal ambition, when one 
little city, with its band of patriots, opposed the 
views of the most powerful sovereign which, since 
the days of Charlemagne, the world had seen. The 
glory of this resistance was reserved for Florence. 
Milan, having first fallen a victim to her petty sove­
reigns and to the intrigues of France, was ravaged 
by the Imperial troops, under circumstances more 
terrible than those that had fallen on hel' population 
when Barbarossa had passed the plough over her ruins. 
But Florence, in spite of the crimes and frequent 
usurpations of the detested and deposed Medici, still 
struggled for liberty, and resisted the domestic ty 
ranny of a family long supported by the greatest pa 
tentates of Europe. The Medici had hitherto united 
with the house of France, with which they were al­
lied; but the increasing power and successes ofCharles 
induced Pope Leo the Tenth to change his system; 
and he entered into engagements with the Emperor, 
who bound himself to back the house of Medici in 
their claim to the sovereignty of Florence, and to take 
the Holy See under his especial care. This alliance 
was afterwards renewed by Clement the Seventh. 

Francis the First, that prelIx  whose li fe was one 

alle paghe ehe non ricevevano, gli assassini, gli stupri, i sac­
cheggi." Pignotti, voI. ix, 1" 72. 

1 "Cioc.h' e stato dagli storici chiamato la  propizia  stella  
della Casa d'Austria."-lbid. p.38. Charles thc Fifth ,vas 
granoson of the Duke of Austria, called Maximilian the Pen­
nyless. 

':\ 
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perpetual falsehood,l having first united with the Flo­
rentines against the Emperor and the Pope, broke with 
his allies. Bythe disgraceful treaty ofCambray, which 
was gossiped over by two old women,~ he delivered 
Florence into the hands of its hereditary tyrants, and 
implacable foes, the Medici ana the Emperor. 

Florence now stood alone, and it was her fatal pre­
l'Iuinence to wind up the last act of Italy's direful 
tragedy. The first article in the treaty between Cle­
ment and Charles stipulated for the restoration of the 
splendour and establishment ofthe house ofMedici in 
the person of Alexander, the husband of the Em­
peror's illegitimate daughter. The republic of Flo­
rence, which had so often and so recently hunted the 
Medicean faction from her gates, refused adespot 
though offered by one who bad become tbe umpire 
of Europe. Negociations bad already proved vain. 
Tbe Emperor would bear notbing from tbe Floren­
tine ambassadors, as Iong as Florence affected to main­
tain an independent government: tbe Pope would 
listen to no terms, but those wbicb should place his 
family upon the tbrone of Tuscany. Tbe ambas­
sadors rejected both with disdain; and refusedto in­

, Francis, when a prisoner in Spain, and weary of confine­
ment, pledged his honour to the Emperor, that he would re­
turn to Madrid, if permitted 10 visit his dominions. When he 
reached the frontiers of France, he burst into a fit of laughter 
at Charles's credulity ; and, arriving at Paris, built a little pa­
viiion, and calling it Madrid, took possession of it, with "Me 
voici a Madrid." So much for Tout  est perdu,Jors  l'honneur .  

• The two ladies who t.hus scttled the affairs of nations were, 
the famous Louisa, queen mother of France, who, having rob­
bed the Exchequer by a forgery, caused her S011"S most faith­
fal minister to be .hanged for the defalcation : the other was 
Charles the Fifth's aunt ~Iargaret. 
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sult the people by repeating them. The scabbard was 
then flung away; and the citizens ofFlorence under­
mok to defend their State against the troops of com­
bined nations. The Pope's army was composed of 
the soldiers who had lately besieged hirn in his retreat 
in St. Angelo, and was made up of aIl the Spanish and 
Austrian corps, which had not fallen victims of their 
own excesses in the dreadful sacking of Rome. To 
these were joined the refuse ofthe Italian population, 
outlaws and banditti, and the still more fearful and 
better-organized Masnadieri. Such was the force led 
on by a Prince of Orange, which element the Seventh 
with parricidal impiety directed against his native 
city; while himself and the Emperor were engaged 
in getting up the pagemIt of the Imperial coronation 
at Bologna. 

Arrived within view of Florence, this fierce and 
formidable army paused breathless with admiration; 
and contemplating its lovely site, the richness and ele­
gance of its gardens and vilIas, and all the symptoms 
of opulence and civilization with which its industry 
and free institution8- had covered it, they struck their 
spears in f~rocious threatenings, and shouted that in­
sult which was meant to shew their contempt of a 
commercial people, and indicated the true motive of 
their mercenary warfare.' 

Opposed to this dreadful picture of outrage and 
violation, the internal preparation for the siege of 
Florence was a gracious contrast. But the details, 

, " Apparecehia, 0 Firenza, i tuoi broeeaJi .1'oro, ehe no 
venghiarno a comprarli a misura di pieehe."-Varchi, 15101' 

1. 10. 

"Get ready, Florenee, your golden brocades j  we are eome 
to purehase thern with our spears." 
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an splendid and beautiful as they are, belong to 
nobler and more ample pages, than that in which 
theyare now only recalled, as dates in the history of 
human virtue. The patriotdeath of Niccolo Capponi:' 
-Michael Angelo hastening from his great work to 
shut hirnself up in the city of his birth in the hour 
of her greatest need, pouring his glorious earnings 
into her publie eoifers, and raising walls for her de­
fenee with those hands whieh had painted the Divi­
nity on the walls of the Vatiean, and ehiselled the 
immortal Moses, the wonder and admiration of pos­
terity :-Savonarola ~ purehasing his eertain martyr­
dom in the dungeons of Rome by preaching resist­
anee to the holy erusade, and stirring up a love of 
aneient liberty :-three thousand of the Florentine 
youth of the highest rank, self-armed, marehing 
solemnly to the altar, and pledging themselves on 
the holy seriptures to defend the liberties of Florence 
to the last drop of their blood :-two thousand of 
the eIders, from the age of 40 to 55, armed like their 
sons, and taking the same holy engagement in the 
presence of their wives and childreu :-the most 
luxurious of the aristocraey consenting to the de­
struction of their villas and galleries without the 
walls, for the protection of the city:-the more 
tragic sacrifices made of kind red and friends whom 

, Foreseeing the impossihilily of saving Florence, whatever 
mighl he the ell<>rts of the citizens, his heart broke nnder the 
comirtion; and his dying words wel'e a lamentation for his 
country.-Vita di Niccolo Capponi . 

• Varchi, Islo1'. I.  11.  Benvenuto Cellini, who was after­
wards inCal'Cl·rated in the dllngeon where Savon::rola died the 
most heroie of cleaths, makls a most pathetic allllSion to the 
sufferings of his predece"sor, in describing his own. 
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the people demanded as vlctlms for having notori­
ously betrayed their country, as spies 01' emissaries of 
the Pope and Emperor :-the brave sorties against the 
formidable foe, and the wild attacks upon the Spanish 
and German troops in their own camp-all these 
traits of patriotism and public spirit conld not save 
the devoted city, where liberty dung to her last altar. 

Florence fell: but in her last agony, with pesti­
lence within her walls, and the ferocious enemy at 
her gates, and want and exhaustion thinning her 
armed ranks, the people still demanded to be led to 
hattle and to die upon their ramparts. Famine ef­
fected what a superior force could not achieve. The 
Florentines capitulated; but even in the moment of 
laying down their arms, they stipulated for their li­
berties, and proposed adefinite constitution to the 
conqueror. The Ernperor gave thern a despotie 
prince, and that prince a lVIedici. 

Italy fell with Florence. From that period, broken 
and pareelled out, she beheld the greatest I)al"t of her 
dominions nnder the unlimited power of Spain and 
Austria; until the separation of the States of Charles 
the Fifth left the greater portion of those fertile tracts 
called hy the Lombards the Kingdom of Italy, under 
the dominion of Spain. 

The ehain of foreign and domestic despotisrn was gra­
dually drawn to its extreme tension. Sixtus the Fifth 
followed up the system of his immediate predecessors, 
augmented the power of the pontiffs, and established 
a police in Rome that tended to exterminate the faint 
workings of freedom, which still broke out at inter­
vals in the turbulence of the Roman patricians; until 
the total debasement of that order laid them in the 
dust, from whence they havp, never risen. 
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The maritime republics still boas ted of their inde­
pendence, hut their liberties were gone; and the 
principalities of Italy sunk into the last stage of de­
gradation and bigotry. Towards the latter end of 
the sixteenth century, a strong tendency towards 
theconcentration of power manifested itself in all the 
governments of Europe. The republics were taught 
to hecome aristocratic, the monarchies to be absolute, 
the pontiffs more independent of the conclave. The 
policy of Philip the Second of Spain, himself a mon­
ster in the human genus, but an abstract pcrfection 
of despotism, was adopted in almost every cabinet of 
Europe. From that moment the most fatal effects 
were produced on the moral and political existence 
of society. Wars ceased to be national, and became 
the affair of governments for the interests of }Jarti­
cular families ; }Jublic spirit disappeared, and public 
o]Jinion lost its influence; men ceased to be citizens, 
and were only considered as subjects. On thc COll­

tinent the system was universally successful; and, if 
it failed in England in spite of the unremitting ef­
forts of the four Stuarts, she owed her salvation to 
her two glorious revolutions. I  

From this period the Moorish gallantry of Spain, 
the generous independence of the old Castilian cha­
racter, were extinguished under the influence of her 
kings and Inquisition. A few epigrammatic poets 
and playwriters ~ could not rescue France from the 

I  The first revolution, though unsuccessful, and therefore  
stigmatized hy the name of rebellion, was the parent of Eng­
lish libel'ty, and exhibited an ardour, a generosity, and an 
intellectual vi gour in the people, much superior to those dis­
played in the mOfe calculated movement of 1688. 

• "Siecle de grands talens bien plus que de lumieres." - Volt. 
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vi  lest eorruption in manners, and the darkest despo­
tism in government. Germany eould scarcely retro­
grade; and she remained not more free than in the 
days of her Barbarossa, and only more enlightened 
as the Reformation hroke partially upon her gloomy 
and eumhrous dulness. The northern governments 
were still in astate of simple savagery, redeemed hy 
some Scilltillations of illdependence, which hright­
ened at intervals in Sweden. Prussia was scareely 
known under her petty chiefs, hut as a German dis­
trict ; and Russia, slowly emerging from absolute 
barbarism in the beginning of the seven tee11th century, 
withollt laws, government, morals, or letters, exhi­
bited in that illgeniolls alld energetic savage her ezar 
Peter, "the head and front" of her national civili­
zation. 

But Italy-Italy, which had so long charaeterized 
the northern hordes as ultramontane barbarians, 
whieh had thrice given to Europe letters, arts, and 
seiences , undel' the Etruscans, nnder the Romans, 
and nnder her l'epublies,-Italy, which eould not be 
uneivilized, suffered a severer penalty, and was de­
graded. She lost her living eharaeter, and became 
a dead letter among nations. The traveller visited 
her existing eapitals, as antiquaries descend into 
buried eities, for the relics they exhibit and the mo­
numents they preserve. The only symptoms of ani­
mation whieh varied her fatal repose, were the bat­
tles fought on her plains by her foreign masters with 
their foreigll foes. 

Up to the middle of the eighteenth eentury, Spain 
ruled the two Sicilies by viceroys, who oecasiollaHy 
maddened the people into insurrections by cruelties 
and exactions; and she gave Princes, by conquests, 
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treaties, and alliances, to the feudal States of the in­
terior; while Tuscany and Lombardy lay benumbed 
in lifelesstorpidity under the house of Austria. To 
general and long operating causes which had nearly 
extinguished the primitive elements of the Italian 
character, was added one necessarily and powerfuUy 
influential, a peace of fifty years. The despotism 
which had depraved, now ceased to gaU: the sybarite 
subjects of the Italian sovereigns vegetated under a 
bondage, which became mild in proportion as it was 
unresisted. Deprived of every principle of re-action 
within, and totally unmolested froHl without, ex­
cluded alike from all collision of interest and all com­
munication of intellect, the descendants of heroes, of 
}Joets, of patriots. and of sages, were lost in a volup­
tuous tranquillity and steeped in dulllicentiousness : 
in religion bigots, in morals abandoned, in intellect 
infantine, and in the scale of nations a nonentity. 
In the midst of thi5 universal and death-like repose, 
the crash of distant thunders, such as the Capitoline 
J upiter 01' the chief of the Christian Vatican had never 
fulminated, was heard bursting over the eternal sumo 
mits of the guardian Alps. The electric lights which 
broke along the political chain ofEurope, let fall their 
sparks upon tlIe plains of Lombardy; tlIe shock 
was feIt in the voluptuous bowers of tlIe Arno, in 
the gorgeous galleries of the Quirinal, and from 1he 
SempIon to Vesuvius all Italy responded a fearful 
vibration. A revolution in JlUblic opinion first mani· 
fes ted its existence by terrible symptoms in France, 
where every human abuse had reached the utmost 
possibility of cndurance. This was the arrival of one 
of those great epochs in tlle history of humanity 
which return at remote intervals, like astronomic 
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phenomena. Grand, splendid, and overwhelming, 
they are the resnlts of the moral instinct of man 
urging forward the cause of that truth, which is to 
lessen the weight of his evils and to increase his sum 
of good. For aB tends but to that, the here and the 
hereafter, the ox offered to Isis, and the light ana­
lyzed by Newton. History has 'recorded these epochs 
as they appeared, the luminous .avatars  of mind, in 
Egypt, in Greece, in Italy, and in England. She has 
also recorded the shock of temporary interests succes­
sively opposed to their duration and influence. Eut 
though power and system have from age to age 
forced a recoil, they have neither broken the spring 
of the impulse, nor obliterated the trace of the passing 
impression. It  is thus the tide, ebbing as it flows, 
marks the circle of each successive wave on the sands 
from which it retires ; untiI, finally effecting its im­
mutable law, it covers with its waters the whole waste 
of shore where rocks and shoals have vainly stemmed 
its incursions. To trace the result of this European 
revolution in Italy, which broke up for ever the stale 
institutes of feudality, and the power of the Church, 
is the ohject of the following pages; to which the fore. 
going brief sketch of Italian story has been deemed 
necessary. For while the c1assical aIlllals of Italy, 
with an their vices and crimes, make apart of the es­
tablished education of England, the far nohler history 
of the Italian Republics, " les  siecles  des  merites  
ignores,"  remains hut little known, notwithstand­
ing the analogy of their free political institutions to 
our own, and their early dis5emination of knowledge 
through thc rest of Europe. 

",VOL. I. ~) 
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CHAPTER  II.  

PASSAGE OF THE ALPS. 

Lans-le-bourg.-·Mount  Cenis.-Ancient  and  Ac­
tuat  Condition  of  the  Road.-Passage  of  the  
French  Army.-State  of  the  Military  Forces  of  
France  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  
the  Italian  Invasion.  

SAVOY,  with all its wild variety of soi! and scene, 
its vestiges of extinct volcanos, and sunny vales of 
pastoral beauty, may be considereJ as the vestibule 
ofthe Alps. As their mightier regions are approached, 
the country gradually loses its character of civiliza­
tion, the last stunted yine withers upon the heights 
ofModane, and culture has ceased to c10the the inter­
stices of rocks with its forced products, ere that 
acelivity is ascended, where, in the midst of" regions  
dolorous,"  stand the clustered hovels of the vilJage oE  
Lans-Ie-bourg. 

The exhaustion of a Iong journey is a species of 
malady; and the peculiar weariness, physical aud 
moral, which hangs on the elose of each day's pro­
gress, may be said to be the periodical paroxysm of the 
disease. The truth of this remark is only to be veri­
fied in a1l its intensity by Continental travellers; and 
it is never perhaps more strongly illustrated than by  
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those who, like the writer of these pages, reach the 
foot of the Alps at the elose of a wearisome day, and 
catch through the deepening shadows of a dreary 
twilight,and the drifting eddies of a snow-shower, the 
first glimpses of those regions, which appeal' to the 
morbid perceptions of exhausted nature­

,<  An uni verse of death, which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good."-lIhLTON. 

The dark, narrow, plashy lane of Lans-Ie-bourg 
is tenninated to the left by a spacious building, which 
rises dircctly opposite to the ascent of Mount Cenis. 
This building ineludes a barrack, and an inn,' built 
by the French. All else around was one wild waste 
of snow; and the murky huts of Lans-Ie-bourg 
looked like a Lapland village. 

The passage of the Alps, fmm Hannibal to Napo­
leon, has heen always described as awful and terrific; 
as something worse 

" Than fables yet have feign'd, 01' fear conceived." 

Benvenuto Cellini's journey over them to France, 
in the sixteenth century; Evelyn's in the seven­
teenth; and Lady Mary vVortley's, and Horace Wal­
pole's in the eighteenth, are all described in terms 
which seem to exhaust the details of possiLle danger. 
" I intend to set out to-morrow," says the brilliant 

1 This inn is kept hy an EngEs:, family, and, contrary 10 
general custom, aflordcd grcater accomrnodation, cornfort, 
and civility, than are usually ofl'ered hy our emigrating coun­
trymell. Good heds and gooJ f"re are peculiarly valuable, 
and valued, in this dreary spot, where the sudden diminution 
oftemperature which necessarily accompanies a rapid asccnt, 
leaves the hody more slIsceplihle of disagreeable impressions. 
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ambassadress to the Ottoman Porte, "and pass those 
dreadful  Alps so much talk cd of. I f  I come to the 
bottom, you shall hear of me."-" We began to as­
cend Mount Cenis, heing carried on little seats of 
twisted osier fixed upon poles, upon men's shoul­
ders." 

Horace Walpole's description is still more formi­
dable. "At the foot of Mount Cenis we were obliged 
to quit our chaise, which was taken to pieces and 
loaded on mules; and we were carried on low arm­
chairs on poles, swathed in beaver bonnets, beaver 
gloves, beaver stockings, muffs, and bear-skins."­
" The dexterity and nimbleness of the mountaineers 
is inconceivable; they run down steeps and frozen 
precipices."-" We had twelve men and nine mules 
to carry us."-" On the top of the highest Alps, by 
the side of a wood of firs, there darted out a young 
wolf, seized pOOl' deal' Tory by the throat; and before 
we could possibly prevent it, sprung up the side of 
the rock, and carried hirn off." 

To this perilous mode of passing the Alps, Lalande 
offers an alternative. "Cela  s'nppelle  se  faire  ra­
masser."  One of the I)reliminaries of tltis speedy 
mode of travelling might be deemed quite sufficient 
to render it an experiment of rare occurrence; and 
the whole is sufficiently uninviting, from the first 
precipitation down the frozen snows of the moun­
tain, till the half-dead travelleI' is picked up, 01' 

" ramasse,"  at the base of its rapid descent. 1  

, "This is onl y practised on the Savoy side, the Piedrnontese 
llloulltaills not heing adapted to the process. For the opera­
tion, the traveller is seated on a traineauj and a guide is 
placed before hirn, (with iron spikes in his shoes, to st<,p the 
machine when it goes too fast,) who throws himself back on 
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When, however, the passage of a Piedmontese 
princess, on her way to same royal bridegroom of 
France, was expected, the Corvee was exacted in all 
its terrib!e ngonr, and the whole yassalage of Pied­
mont and Sa\'oy were put into requisItion to c'ear a 
})ath for the traineau of the royal bride.' But all 
nnder royalty passed, 01' perished, as it might be. 

Impressed with all this perilous imagery, which 
the last book of travels, looked into o\'er uight, had 
revived iu the memory, it was a d reary thing to rise 
with Ihe dawn, the fol1owillg morning, aud from 
the window of Lans-le-uourg  Inn, to hehold that 
"jrozen  continent,  dl:'ep  snow  and  ICI:',  where  armies  
whole  have  .wllk."  IlIlmediately opposite the door, 
a black track in the snow was pointed out, as the old 
line of road over which the shuddering tra\'eller was 
borne in osier baskets, on the shoulders of those por­
ters of the Novalese and of Lans-Ie-bourg. who were 
of necessity rednced to the state of beast, of hllrden ; 
and who frequently were obliged to fOI·tify them­
selves against the severity of the elemeuts they eu­
countered, by meaus which sometimes endallgered, 
aud sometimes lost the lives of the persons COlIl­
mitted to theil' care. 2  Rea\'er swathings! reeling 
porters! frozen precipices! youilg wol\'es! and dis-

the traveller, to prpvent the pm·cI nf tbe ohock frnm pitching 
him out. Tim, arran!;f·d, HIP w!.ole are proj"c'eo down the 
frozen snoW on the side of the mnnntain, anel a quarter of an 
hOllr hring. t"em to the fnot  "f\I.,unt Cenis."-Lalande . 

• This was the case in '7~5, on the <narri"!;,, of the present 
King 01' F",,"('e antI his hrother the Count d'Arlois, to Ihe two 
Prin"es,,'s of SIIVOY. 

2" On thp very highest precipice of Mount Crnis, tlw devil 
of discord, in Ihe similitude of sour wint·, had goI amnn!;,1 our 
Alpine sa,ages, and set them a-fighting wilh Gray and me in 

j  



30 PASSAGE OF THE ALPS. 

located carriages on mules' backs, were predominat­
ing ideas, when, descending to the inn-yard to be­
gin our journey, we found our carriage undisturbed, 
foul' post-horses, and two smart postilions, whose 
impatient "AlIons, Monsieur, allons, Madame," 
recalled the technical jargon of the first stage from 
Paris. Their" vif,  vif,"  put the horses into mo­
tion; and we ascended in a trot that broad, smooth, 
magnificent road, which, carried over the mightiest 
acclivities of the mightiest regions, exceeds the mili­
tary highways of antiquity, and shames the paved 
roads of modern France, whose price was the degra­
dation of a nation. 1  The road, indeed, when we 
passed it, was covered with snow; but the fences 
on either side marked its breadth; and the facility 
of its winding ascent, proved the boldness, ingenuity, 
and perfection of its design. At certain distances 
arose the safe asylums (mais ans  de  refuge)  against the 
tarmenta,  01' the avalanche: and the Cantonieri pre­
sented themselves with their pick-axes and shovels, 
giving courage, where aid was not wanted. A l)ost~ 
house, 01' a barrack, disputed the site with the bears  
and wolves;  and the rapidity of the whole IJassage 
rendered beaver swathings, 01' any other extraordinary 
precautions against cold, unnecessary. All that had 
been danger, difficulty, and suffering,but twenty 
years back, was now safe, facile, and enjoyable; 
secure beyond the chance of accident, sublime be­
yond the reach of thought. Legitimate pril1ces! 
divil1e-righted sovereigns! houses of Fral1ce! Austria 

the chairs: they rllshed him hy me on a crag, where there 
was scarce room for a doyen foot."-Walpole's Correspon­
dence. 

J The Con.!e. 
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and Savoy! "which  of you  have  done  this?"  There 
is not oue among you, descendants of a Cloyis, a 
Barbarossa, or an Amadeus, but may in safe con­
science shake his innocent head, and answer, " 'Phou  
canst  not  saJ"  'twas  I  did  it! "-N either does the 
world accuse you. 

Whoever has wandered far and seen much, has 
learned to distrust the promises o[ books; and (in 
respect of thc most splendid efforts of human labour) 
must have often feit how far the unworn expectation 
starts beyond its possible accomplishment. But na­
ture  ne\'er disappoints. Neither the memory nor 
the imagination of authorship can go beyond the fact 
she dictates, 01' the image she presents. If general 
feelings can be measured by individual impressions, 
I taly, wi th all her treasures of art, and associations 
of history, has nothing to exhibit! that strikes the 
travelleI' like the Alps which mcet his viewon his as­
cent to t!Jc summit of Mount Cenis, or of the Sim­
1)lon. That is a moment in which the imagination 
feels the real poverty of its resources, the narrow li­
mits of its range. An aspect of the material world 
tiPI  presents itself, which genius, even in its highest 
exaltation, must leaye to original creation, as unimi­
tated anel inimitahle. The sensation it produces is 
too strong for pleasure, too intense for enjoJlllcnt. 
There, where alI is so new, novelty loses its clwrm; 
where all is so safe, conscious security is no proof 
against " horrible  imaginiflgs;"  anu those splendid 
evielences of the scieuce and imlustry of man, which 
rise at erery ster, recede befofe the terrib!c possibi­
lities with which they mingle, and which may ren­
der the utmost precaution of talent and philanthropy 
unavailable. It is in vain that the barrier rises ami 
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the arch springs; that the gulf is platfo.rmed and the 
precipice skreened-still the eye c10ses aud the breath 
is suspended, while danger, painted in the unmaster­
ed savagery of remote scenes, creates an ideal and 
proximate peril. Here experience 'eaches the falsity 
of the trite maxim, that the mind becomes elevated 
by the contemplation of nature in the midst of her 
grandest works, and engenders thoughts " that  wan­
der  through  eternity."  The mind in such scenes is 
not raised. It is stricken back upon its own illsigni­
ficance. l\fasses like these sublime deformities, start­
ing out of the ordiuary proportions of nature, in  
their contemplation reduce man to what he is-an 
atom. In  such regions nothing is in conformity 
with him, aB is at variance with his end and being, 
aB is commemorative of those elemental'y convulsions, 
which sweep away whatever lives and breathes, in  
the general wreck of inanimate matter. Engines and 
agents of the destrucbve elements that rage aronnd 
them, these are regions fitted only to raise the storm 
and to launch the avalanche; to cherish the whirl­
wind, and attract the bolt; until some convulsive 
throe within their mystic womb, awakens fiercer con­
tentions: then they heave and shift, and burst and 
burn, again to subside, cool down, and settle into 
awful stillness and permanent desolation ; at once the 
wreck and the monument of changes, which scoff at 
human record, and trace in characters that admit no 
controversy the fallacy of calculations and the vanity 
of systems. Weil may the countless races of succes­
siv!! ages have left the mysteries of the Alps unexplor­
ed, their snows untracked : but immortal glory be 
the meed of them, the brave, bo:d spirits, whose 
unaccommodated natures, in these regions, where 
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" cold performs the effeet of lire," braved dangers in  
eountless fonns, to oppose the invading enemies of 
theil'eountry's struggling rights; who c1imbing where 
the eagle- had not soared,nor the chamoIs dared to 
spring, raised the shout of national independenee 
amidst echoe. whieh had never reverberated, save to the 
howl of the wolf, 01' the thunder of the avalanehe.' 
Gratitude as eternal as the snows of Mount B1anc to 
them 01' hirn, who grappled with obstac1es eoeval 
with ereation, leveIIed the pinnacle and blew up the 
rock, }1iereed the granite and spanned the torrent, 
disputing with nature in all her poteney her right to 
separate man from man, and made straight in the de­
sert an highway for progressive eivilization ! 

Than such great works as this, one onIy grcater 
remained-to faeilitate the communioll of kllowledge, 
and spread the means of eivil libert,)' froUl pole to 
pole hy tltei1' sole omnipotent agent, A FllEE Pi\FSS. 

Hewhodid mnch, did not this-ile who Jevelled moun­
tains aud turrled aside torrents. and did lnore than a 
thousand ages of feudal patrons eould elreet, of aII his 
possible }Jerformauces left this "greater  still  bchilld;"  
and by that one false ca1culation. made on the model 
of examples he derided auel of men he hael erushed, 
he fell hirnself ; anel now remains "unrespz'ted,  llll­
pitied,  zmrepricved,"  the victim of t:le system hc re­
vived and of the poliey he cherished. 

The art of road-making ranks high in the means of 
civilization; anel its utility, bettel' feIt than under­

<  "  Les pieces d'artillcrie et les caissons sont portes abras ; 
les grenu,1iel's arrives au sommet du mont, .ieterent en Pair 
leur, hOlme!s ornes de plumds rOl1ge~. Un cri de joie s',Hcve 
de l'armee. Les Alpes sont fI'311chies." -Campagne d'Italie, 

1796. 


