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Grammar and Style Choices for College Writers

This textbook provides a practical guide to grammar and style choices for college writers, giving students a basic vocabulary for thinking and talking about language use and enabling them to make purposeful choices in their writing.

Each section includes a short overview of a grammatical topic accompanied by exercises for raising the students' awareness of and skills in using specific grammatical structures. It focuses on the practical and rhetorical functions of grammatical structures as they are used in expository and analytic writing, rather than on de-contextualized grammatical rules. Students will develop a repertoire of grammatical choices and understand the strategic reasons for making these choices in their writing for various audiences. It particularly attends to the structures that present the most difficulty for college students from multilingual communities and communities where a non-standard dialect of English is used on a daily basis.

This textbook can be used as a core textbook for grammar courses as well as a supplementary text for composition courses. It is also suitable for courses tailored to multilingual, advanced non-native, or non-standard speakers of English.
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How many of us have heard an English teacher say, “We are going to learn some grammar,” and issued an exasperated groan? Oh, no! Not grammar! We hate grammar! Grammar is boring! Grammar is hard! And it's totally useless! After all, we've been speaking and writing without any grammar whatsoever almost all of our lives. We don't need to know what the subjunctive mood is or which modals count as epistemic to write an essay or a lab report (and what is a “modal” anyway?). Right? Right? Well, no, we don't need to know the definition of the subjunctive mood, not really. And yes, we kind of do need to know how grammar works in order to write clearly and persuasively. Let us explain.

We can and do communicate in our daily lives without knowing what the subjunctive mood is or what modals are, but we absolutely cannot communicate without grammar. Grammar is a system of patterns (aka “rules”) in arranging words into meaningful phrases and sentences. From this system of patterns, we can choose those that help us express our meaning, our attitudes, and our emotions in the best possible way. Everything we say or write is governed by these grammar patterns. If we didn't have them, our speech and writing would resemble a word salad, and we would not be able to understand each other.

Grammar is a remarkably powerful tool. Using a different pattern of arranging words (i.e., a different grammar rule) can completely change the meaning of what we are saying. For example, imagine that you are going to a potluck party, and you are bringing a gallon of your famous potato salad. Once you arrive, the organizer of the party – let's call her Jenna – says, “Only   I   eat potato salad.” Your first thought in this case might be, “Uh-oh. I brought too much. Jenna is the only one who will eat some!” But if Jenna says, “I eat   only   potato salad,” you might think, “It's great that I brought a lot! Otherwise, Jenna would have to go hungry. After all, she can't eat anything else, and everybody will be absolutely devouring my delicious potato salad as well!” And if Jenna declares, “I   only     eat   potato salad,” you might wonder, “What a weird thing to say. What else would you do with it but eat it?” You see, by relying on different rules of placing the word “only,” we get three sentences that mean three completely different things, even though all these sentences consist of exactly the same words.

“So what?” you might say, “I've been naturally doing this all my life without giving it a second thought. Why do I need to learn the rules for it?” Indeed, when we speak, we don't need to think about grammar much: if the person we are speaking to doesn't understand our message because of a misused grammatical pattern, we can rephrase, clarify, or explain what we mean right then and there. We can also draw on resources other than the spoken words to make ourselves understood – our intonation, body language, facial expressions, and the knowledge of our environment that we share with our conversation partners.

But when we write, none of these non-verbal resources are available to us. We can't correct our word choice on the go, or rearrange the words half-way through a sentence, or point to something while referring to it to make clear what we mean, or change the pitch of our voice to indicate our emotions. We can only rely on words. Yet we still need to make ourselves clear so that our readers can follow our train of thought and understand our ideas. That is why arranging our words – i.e., using grammatical patterns – effectively is key to clear written communication.

When we write for college assignments or for job-related projects, we also need to write in a certain style. This style tends to be more formal than speech. This is when a good understanding of grammar comes in handy. The ability to be both formal and clear at the same time calls for strong skills in choosing the appropriate grammatical patterns deliberately and effectively.

And this is the purpose of this book – to help you gain such skills.


About this Book

This book is in many ways different from what might come to your mind when you think “grammar.” It's not a dry, pedantic treatise on the evil nature of split infinitives or on the abomination of ending sentences with prepositions. In fact, we do not object to either practice: go ahead, split your infinitives and end your sentences in prepositions if it makes these sentences clear and readable and allows you to emphasize particularly important ideas in your writing.

Neither are we trying to make you memorize a bunch of grammatical jargon. Although we do introduce some grammatical terms in the text, we have tried our best to minimize their use and to call on them only when absolutely necessary to make our explanations concise and unambiguous. Nowhere in the book will you be asked to memorize those terms. Throughout the chapters, we will provide you with examples of grammatical patterns so that you know what they look like, and we will label them so that you know what the labels mean if you see them in other books, on some grammar- and writing-related websites, or in classes where language might be the subject of instruction. But we mainly focus on highlighting the usage and meaning of the key patterns common in the written medium.

Our goal is to help you gain awareness of how different grammatical patterns are used in academic and professional writing, and how you, as a writer, can consciously control and manipulate them to achieve particular rhetorical effects, from focusing your readers' attention on the most important aspects of your text, to expressing your attitude towards the topic you are writing about, to conveying your knowledge, credibility, and professionalism through your writing style.

Throughout the book, we use authentic materials for all practice exercises. By “authentic” we mean materials that appeared in academic, scientific, professional, and popular publications, such as college textbooks, research studies, trade magazine articles, professional blogs, or newspaper opinion pieces and commentaries. We have chosen these materials because they represent real language used by real writers in the real world of academic and professional engagement. As such, they will serve as excellent models for you to emulate and learn from. We have also extensively drawn on the writing of the students we have taught over the past four decades of our combined teaching experience. Many editing and awareness-raising exercises are based on the adaptations of these students' work, for which we are deeply grateful to them.

This book consists of five chapters.

In Chapter 1, you will become familiar with the building blocks of sentences. This chapter will lay a foundation for your ability to compose your own sentences that are fluent, informative, complex, and yet easily readable and understood by your audience. This knowledge will also assist you in revising your drafts and making the first rough sketches of your ideas clearer and the flow from one sentence to another smoother.

Chapter 2 covers the core punctuation rules used in contemporary formal writing. Following these rules will allow you to help your readers separate your ideas into easily understood segments and, as a result, effortlessly grasp the most important aspects of your argument.

Chapter 3 focuses on the verb forms and the patterns of their use in academic writing. Verbs serve as anchors for everything else in the sentence. They are essential in communicating to your readers  when  the action you are writing about is happening,  what kind  of action it is, whether you are  giving an example  of something or  drawing a conclusion , whether you are referring to an  opinion  or a  fact , and so on. In addition to facilitating the flow of your text, the appropriate choice of verb forms can effectively indicate to your readers that you are a credible and competent writer.

Chapter 4 addresses the formation of complex noun phrases – a tool strong writers use to compact a lot of information into a small amount of writing and to maintain a professional and objective tone in their work. Complex noun phrases enable writers to “chunk” information for the reader, making the processing of the content easier. Therefore, being able to create and understand them is helpful not only in improving your writing but also in enhancing your ability to read rather dense college-level materials more quickly and with better comprehension.

Chapter 5 focuses on the patterns of texts and sentences that contribute to the clarity of your style as a writer. These patterns include parallelism in the presentation of ideas to show which of them go together, and which ones the reader needs to separate; the effective placement of modifying phrases to clarify who is doing what; and the selection of word forms that best fit the context of your writing. Here you'll also review how to choose between frequently confused words such as “there” vs. “their” or “elude” vs. “allude.”

Finally, we hope that after you acquire your advanced grammatical skills by working through this book, you will be able to write eloquent, clear, and sophisticated texts effortlessly. Yet all of us, no matter our level of writing expertise, need to know how to edit our first drafts. For this reason, the book includes appendices with several step-by-step self-editing guides for structures that writers most commonly find confusing or difficult. We encourage you to refer to these guides whenever you need to edit a piece of writing that you plan on submitting to others, be it a class paper, a cover letter for a job, or a report you need to send to your boss or a client at work. Writing well makes the job of reading and understanding your work easier on your audience. And that will always earn you credibility and respect.



How to Use this Book

Improving your ability to write well and proofread your grammar and punctuation takes more than memorizing a few rules. In order to break some less-than-clear-and-efficient patterns you may have had in your writing for years and to replace them with more effective ones, you need to become aware of what the patterns are and how they convey meaning; you need to understand how and what needs changing; and you need to practice editing. This book uses these methods of raising awareness, gaining understanding, and practicing in order to help you make significant improvements in your writing, correct errors and, more importantly, make you more comfortable writing in advanced academic or professional settings. These skills must be learned by doing, by actively practicing them, and not by simply skimming though the chapters. For this reason, this book is designed like a workbook. You will be asked not only to read information, but to actively engage with the materials so that you can identify what strong writers do, understand how your choices affect your meaning and your credibility, and implement your knowledge into your own writing.


	 Complete the practices . Some practices you may find easy, and others will cause you to think and sometimes struggle. Both of these processes can be helpful to your learning. We have worked to design the practices so that you can either write directly in the book or respond on a separate paper or document (often with numbered responses).

	 Read the summaries . The summaries are usually in a table form or a chart so that you can use them to understand the information initially or so that you can return and review it quickly to refresh your knowledge.

	 Talk about the information . We have discussions built into some of the practices because verbally explaining your (or another writer's) choices can help you to better understand and remember the information.



In short, don't just read this book. Use and work through this book with a writing utensil in your hand so that you can actively learn, practice, and improve your skills.

Now, onward to the grammar adventure!
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Every time you write a sentence, you include two parts in it:

 
	You state who or what the sentence is about. This is called a  subject . 
 
	And you tell your reader something about this subject. This is called a  verb phrase  (or  predicate ). 
 

Without both of these parts, the sentence will be incomplete because it cannot convey the entire idea the writer is setting out to convey.
 
For example, when you write:
 
  The laws of physics   are surprisingly few in number   1  
 
you indicate to the reader that your sentence is about   the laws of physics  , and what the reader needs to know is that there are not many of them – they   are surprisingly few in number   . 
 
In this sentence,   the laws of physics   is the subject, and   are surprisingly few in number   is the verb phrase.
 

[image: ]

This example sentence is rather short and contains important and complete but fairly brief information.
 
Most of the time, however, the documents we write in the real world – whether a lab report at school or an email to a client at work – need to be more informative. Therefore, the sentences in them need to include more details: where, when, how, or why the events take place or to whom they are happening. These bits of information are included in the verb phrase and are expressed by a variety of word groups. Some of these word groups are  objects , and some are  adverbials .
 
In this chapter, we will explore:

 
	How to make sure that your sentences always express complete ideas, i.e., that they have proper subjects and verb phrases 
 
	And how to add important details to your sentences using objects and adverbials so that your readers can understand your main points and the necessary information you want them to gain from your texts. 
 

This chapter consists of three sections. Each section addresses a particular skill in building complete and informative sentences:

 
	1.1 Building sentences with clear subjects 
 
	1.2 Ensuring that the verb form matches its subject 
 
	1.3 Adding clear and necessary details to the basic sentence frame 
 

Let's begin. 
 

1.1  What kinds of subjects can sentences have?
 
After you work through this section of the chapter, you will be well on the way to say confidently:

 
	I know what kind of phrases can be used as subjects of sentences. 
 
	I can edit my own writing to ensure that all sentences have proper subjects and verb phrases and express complete ideas. 
 

 

  [image: ] Strategies: Identifying subjects of sentences
 
 
 
 
	Strategy 
	Examples 
	Explanation 
  
 
 
	Turn the sentence into a question. 
	 
 For example,  a pilot    should    understand the effect of wind forces on the flight path.  2  
 
[image: ] 
	When we turn the sentence into a question, the subject will swap places with the first word in the verb phrase. In the sentence here, the word should – the first word in the verb phrase – goes in front of the phrase a pilot, but not in front of the phrase for example. 
 
 
	Ask: Who or what is doing the action in the sentence? 
	 
The laws of physics are few in number. ↖
 
What is/are few in number? –  The laws of physics .
  
	The answer to this question is the subject. In the example, the phrase The laws of physics answers the question What is few in number? Therefore, it is the subject of the sentence. 
 
 
	Add a “tag” question to the sentence 
	 
 For example,  a pilot   should understand the effects of wind forces on the flight path, 
 
 shouldn't  he (or she)  ? 
 
  The laws of physics   are surprisingly few in 
 
 number, aren't  they  ? 
  
	When we add such a tag question, the pronoun in it – the word like  he  ,  she  ,  it  , or  they  – will replace the subject. In the example sentences, the word he (or she) will replace the phrase  a pilot , and the word they will replace the phrase  the laws of physics . We can, therefore, conclude that  a pilot  and  the laws of physics  are the subjects of their respective sentences. 
  
  

Practice 1.1-A
 

[image: ] Directions: Identifying Parts of Sentences
 
The purpose of this exercise is to draw your attention to the subjects of sentences in the types of texts you read and write in your classes. Sometimes, the subjects will be the first word or words in a sentence, and sometimes not.

 
	Study the Strategy Table above and learn three ways of finding a complete subject in a sentence. 
 
	Use the strategies to find subjects in every sentence in the text below. You can use one strategy at a time or try and apply more than one to make sure you found the right subject. 
 
	Then, fill in the table below the text for each sentence. Sentences 1 and 2 are done for you as an example. 
 

 

Text:
 
From: Urone, P. P., & Hinrichs, R. (2020). College physics. Rice University Open Stacks. Available for free at https://openstax.org/details/books/college-physics.
 
 (1) The physical universe is enormously complex in its detail. (2) Every day, each of us observes a great variety of objects and phenomena. (3) Over the centuries, the curiosity of the human race has led us collectively to explore and catalog a tremendous wealth of information. (4) From the flight of birds to the colors of flowers, from lightning to gravity, from quarks to clusters of galaxies, from the flow of time to the mystery of the creation of the universe, we have asked questions and assembled huge arrays of facts. (5) In the face of all these details, we have discovered that a surprisingly small and unified set of physical laws can explain what we observe. (6) As humans, we make generalizations and seek order. (7) We have found that nature is remarkably cooperative – (8) it exhibits the underlying order and simplicity we so value. 

 
 
 
	 
	Introductory Phrase 
	Subject 
	Verb Phrase (Predicate) 
  
 
 
	1 
	_ 
	The physical universe 
	is enormously complex in its detail. 
 
 
	2 
	Every day, 
	each of us 
	observes a great variety of objects and phenomena. 
 
 
	3 	 	 	 
 
 
	4 	 	 	 
 
 
	5 	 	 	 
 
 
	6 	 	 	 
 
 
	7 	 	 	 
 
 
	8 	 	 	 
  

 
 
  

Practice 1.1-B
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This exercise will help you figure out what kind of phrases can act as subjects. The sentences below have been excerpted from different texts, ranging from textbooks and scientific articles to popular media and newspapers. 3  
 
Find the subject of each underlined verb. When you have found all subjects, study their forms and then place them into one of the three categories in the table below:

 
	A phrase where the main word is a noun (underline the main noun) 
 
	A single pronoun (I, you, we, he, she, it, they) that refers to some other word, word group, or an entity in the world 
 
	An -ing phrase 
 
	The place-holder pronoun it in sentences about emotions, time, weather, or distance. 
 

Optional: Work with a partner or small group.
 
The first three sentences have been done for you as examples. A different strategy of finding the subject has been used in each of the three. You may apply whatever strategy that you find the easiest to use.
 
Note: You may find that some sentences seem to have more than one subject. That is okay. Some of these sentences contain more than one clause – a concept we will discuss in Chapter 2. If you find more than one subject per sentence, it is definitely worth discussing this with your group and your teacher to see how multiple subjects work. 
  
 
	
A model is a representation of something that is often too difficult (or impossible) to display directly.
 
 Make a question:  Is   a model   a representation of something that is difficult to display directly? 
 
 Find the word of phrase that swaps places with the first verb: Is  a model  … 
 
 Subject –  a model  
 
 
	
Understanding this law makes it easier to learn about the various forms of energy.
 
 Add a tag: Understanding this law makes it easier to learn about various forms of energy, doesn't it? 
 
 What does “it” replace? – Understanding this law 
 
 Subject –  understanding this law  
 
 
	
Renewable Energy Sources (RES) are playing an increasing role in modern electric power systems.
 
 Ask who/what: What is playing an increasing role in modern electric power systems? – Renewable Energy Sources (RES). 
 
 Which phrase answers the   what/who    question? – Renewable Energy Sources (RES) 
 
 Subject –  Renewable Energy Sources (RES  ) 
 
 
	The renewable energy source closest to becoming competitive on the market is wind power. 
 
	It is five minutes to midnight on New Year's Eve. 
 
	Some of the most spectacular advances in science have been made in modern physics. 
 
	The program performs energy balance calculations for each configuration. 
 
	It then determines the feasibility of each configuration. 
 
	After simulating all possible system configurations, the program displays a list of configurations sorted by the total cost. 
 
	It appears that none of the prototype designs will be put to use any time soon. 
 
	Estimating the wind speed at a certain height is outside of the scope for this paper. 
 
	Parent-child book reading in infancy increases children's vocabulary by the time of school entry. 
 
	It is encouraging to know that educational leaders take the problem of bias in the classrooms seriously. 
 
	By making caregiving a women's problem, companies avoid changing their cultures in ways that would give everyone more life-work balance. 
 
	Making the resources and testing available at the local level has become a priority for the public officials. 
 
 
 
 
 
	 
	Subject 
	Subject Type 
  
 
 
	1 
	A  model   
	A phrase with a noun as the main word 
 
 
	2 
	  Understanding  this law 
	-ing phrase 
 
 
	3 
	Renewable Energy  Sources  (RES) 
	A phrase with a noun as the main word 
 
 
	4 	 	 
 
 
	5 	 	 
 
 
	6 	 	 
 
 
	7 	 	 
 
 
	8 	 	 
 
 
	9 	 	 
 
 
	10 	 	 
 
 
	11 	 	 
 
 
	12 	 	 
 
 
	13 	 	 
 
 
	14 	 	 
 
 
	15 	 	 
  
  

 [image: ] Summary: Subjects of Sentences
 
 
	
Every sentence must have two parts:

 
	Subject – who or what the sentence is about and 
 
	Verb phrase (predicate) – information about the subject. 
 


 
	
Subjects are not always the first words in a sentence. An introductory phrase may come before the subject. This phrase usually serves to link the ideas in its own sentence with the ideas in the previous sentence.

 
	Subjects cannot start with prepositions – words like by, after, until, with, and so on. If the first phrase in a sentence begins with such a word, it is an introductory phrase and not the subject. 
 


 
	Subjects may be expressed by a single personal pronoun, a phrase that has a noun as its main word, an -ing phrase, or the place-holder pronoun it in sentences describing time, weather, or the ambient environment. 
 
 
Using different types of subjects in your sentences helps you create variety in your paragraphs so that you don't sound repetitive, and it helps you connect ideas throughout your paragraph or essay as you use pronouns and -ing phrases that refer to people, items, or actions you've previously mentioned. 

 
 
 
	Subject Form 
	Example 
  
 
 
	 
A personal pronoun that refers to another word, word group, or entity in the world:
 
 I, you, we, he, she, it, they 
  
	 
The program performs energy balance calculations for each configuration.   It  then determines the feasibility of each configuration.
 
Models are very useful in modern science.   They   allow us to conceptualize complex phenomena.
 
   We   can conceptualize the phenomena we cannot experience by using models.
  
 
 
	A phrase in which a  noun  is the main word 
	 
 The   laws    of physics are surprisingly few in number.
 
 The renewable energy   source    closest to becoming competitive on the market is wind power.
 
 Eye   contact    between a parent and a child promotes mutual regulation of interest.
  
 
 
	An -ing phrase 
	 
   Understanding    this law makes it easier to learn about various forms of energy.
 
   Making    homes available for working-class Americans is our priority.
 
   Running    a company successfully means being able to plan and follow through on every decision.
  
 
 
	The place-holder pronoun it  
	 
   It   is five minutes to midnight on New Year's Eve.
 
   It   has been frustrating to see all these great ideas and not have the resources to implement them.
  
  

 

[image: ] Editing Techniques for Subjects
 
 
 
 
	Problem 
	Example 
	How to Correct the Problem 
  
 
 
	The subject -ing phrase starts with a preposition (like by, with, after, until, in). 
	* By reducing taxes   can increase the amount of government debt.  
	 
 Option 1: 
 
Remove the preposition from the -ing phrase. The -ing phrase becomes the subject:
 
  Reducing taxes   can increase the amount of government debt. 
 
 Option 2: 
 
Make the preposition + -ing phrase an introductory phrase and insert a different subject that works in the context:
 
 By reducing taxes,  the government   can increase the amount of its debt. 
 
Note: This option may require additional changes, such as changing the verb form, or replacing a full noun with a pronoun.
  
 
 
	A fragment with an implied but not stated subject. 
	 At the time, experimental quantum computing was brand new. *Just started to take off.  
	 
 Option 1: 
 
Add a pronoun or a phrase with a noun as the main word to the sentence:
 
 At the time, experimental quantum computing was brand new.  It   just started to take off. 
 
 Option 2: 
 
Turn the subject-less fragment into an -ing phrase and attach it to the complete sentence:
 
 At the time, experimental quantum computing was brand new,  just starting   to take off. 
  
 
 
	A verb after because, after, until, when, etc. has an implied but not stated subject. 
	 *Energy from cooked foods was crucial for human evolution because  fueled   brain expansion in our ancestor species.  
	 
 Option 1: 
 
Add a pronoun or a phrase with a noun as the main word before the verb and after because (after, until, when, etc.):
 
 Energy from cooked foods was crucial for human evolution because   it    fueled brain expansion in our ancestor species. 
 
 Energy from cooked foods was crucial for human evolution because  the consumption of such food   fueled   brain expansion in our ancestor species. 
 
 Option 2: 
 
Remove the connecting word and turn the remaining verb phrase into an -ing phrase:
 
 Energy from cooked foods was crucial for human evolution,  fueling   brain expansion in our ancestor species. 
  
 
 
	A plain verb is used instead of an -ing phrase as the subject. 
	* Maintain   a peaceful and harmonious environment in the workplace is part of a manager's job.  
	 
 Option 1: 
 
Turn the plain verb into an -ing phrase:
 
  Maintaining   a peaceful and harmonious environment in the workplace is part of a manager's job. 
 
 Option 2: 
 
Rearrange the sentence and add the word to before the plain verb in question:
 
 Part of a manager's job is  to maintain   a peaceful and harmonious environment in the workplace.
  
  
  

 Practice 1.1-C
 

 [image: ] Directions: Editing
 
The goal of this exercise is to help you practice editing skills. The text below has been adapted from a student essay on the importance of their major (Chemistry). Most of the sentences in the passage are correct, but some are missing subjects or use subjects in the incorrect form.

 
	Identify subjects in all sentences in the text. Highlight or underline these subjects. (The first one is done for you). 
 
	If the subject is missing or has an inappropriate form, correct the problem using one of the techniques outlined in the Editing Techniques above. (Do not make changes for style or punctuation). 
 

 
 Chemistry has always been upheld as one of the essential sciences. By choosing to major in chemistry exposes students to topics that offer a glimpse of the varying career choices available to potential chemists. If you major in chemistry, the prospective employers in the chemical industry will see that you gained practical skills and mastery of the subject. The undergraduate study of chemistry offers students the basic knowledge in hands-on quantitative and qualitative skills. These skills are requisites to almost all graduate level degrees. Subjects like biochemistry and organic chemistry are also required for professional schools, such as medicine. Many chemistry courses are very in-depth and diverse because they are mandatory for other majors in the animal health sciences and biological science.
 
Chemistry majors also must take many quantitative courses. This set of classes involves the use of instruments to analyze chemicals in trace amounts. These techniques are often used for many industrial purposes, such as quality control. Toy manufacturers rely on analytical chemists to test the lead levels in toys. Food manufacturing companies hire the same chemists to test for toxins before put their products on the market. The analytical techniques that are shown in crime-fighting shows, such as CSI, where lab technicians gather evidence and put the evidence through GC-MS for sampling, are taught in the chemistry major. Such skills are also needed by many government agencies because require the understanding of both the concepts of dilution and the principles behind these instruments. For example, the Metropolitan Water District, the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Homeland Security routinely hire chemistry students as interns based on their grades during the one year of analytical classes. By developing competent knowledge of instrument operation can then be trained by government agencies to further test for toxins and narcotics.
  

Practice 1.1-D
 

 [image: ] Directions: Applying Your Knowledge to Self-Editing
 
It's time to apply your understanding of how subjects work in sentences to your own writing. Choose a text that you wrote before for this or any other class. The text must be at least 300 words long. If you do not have a text of 300 words or more, you may choose to work with several shorter texts. Apply the techniques for finding subjects in all the sentences in your text. If you find a sentence with a missing or problematic subject, correct the sentence using one of the editing techniques presented in this section of the chapter.
   

1.2  How do I make the verbs match the subjects of my sentences?
 
After you work through this section of the chapter, you will be well on the way to say confidently:

 
	I know how to match verbs to the subjects of sentences. 
 
	I can edit my own writing to ensure that the verbs in all my sentences match the subjects. 
 

 

Practice 1.2-A
 
From: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. (2020, December 3). Asthma. www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/asthma.


[image: ] Directions: Identifying Usage Patterns

The purpose of this exercise is to draw your attention to how verbs change to match the subject of the sentence.


	Read the passage below.

	The subjects and verbs in each sentence have been highlighted in bold. Identify which subject goes with which verb.

	Fill in the table below the text to identify the subjects that are used with the verbs listed.

 
 Asthma is a chronic (long-term) condition that affects the airways in the lungs. The airways are tubes that carry air in and out of your lungs. If you have asthma, the airways can become inflamed and narrowed at times.
 
[…]
 
The exact cause of asthma is unknown, and the causes may vary from person to person. However, asthma is often the result of a strong response of the immune system to a substance in the lungs.
 
[…]
 
Normally, the body's immune system helps to fight infections. Sometimes a person's immune system responds to a substance in the environment called an allergen. When someone breathes in an allergen, such as ragweed, the immune system in the airways may react strongly. Other people exposed to the same substance may not react at all.
 
The immune system reacts to an allergen by creating inflammation. Inflammation makes your airways swell and narrow and possibly produce more mucus. This can make it harder to breathe. 

 
 
 
	Subjects with the Verb + s or -es  
	Subjects with the Verb Is or Has  
	Subjects with the Verbs Are or Have  
	Subjects with the Verbs Can + Verb or May + Verb  
  
 

	 
	 
	 
	 
  

 

  [image: ] Summary: Matching Verbs with Subjects 
 
Chapter 3 will show verb forms in detail. The table below shows which subjects should be used with the base verb (or be and have) and which should be used with the base verb + -s or -es (or other irregular forms, like is, are, or has).
 
By “base verb,” we mean the form of verbs when they are listed in the dictionary or the form they take after the word to. For example, if we use some of the verbs from the reading above, we find the base verbs affect, have, become, vary, help, react, respond, and breathe. 
 
There are some irregular verbs with unpredictable patterns. For example, we say, “I  am  happy,” “she  is  happy,” and “they  are  happy,” and “ to be  happy,” so although the verb changes to all these different forms, the base form of this verb is be.

 
 
 
	Type of Subject 
	Verb Form 
	Example 
  
 
 
	 
Subjects that refer to  one  person, place, thing, or idea
 
Pronouns he, she, or it 
  
	 
base verb +-s or -es*
 
*Also, irregular verbs, like is or has 
  
	Around the world, the free market  rewards  competition while concern for the public good  is  relegated to the family, houses of worship, or activism. 
 
 
	 
Subjects that refer to  more than one  person, place, thing, or idea
 
Pronouns you, we, they 
  
	 
base verb**
 
**Also, irregular verbs, like are 
  
	Some critics  argue  that false disease categories are being invented for the aim of profit. 
 
 
	 
Nouns that refer to a group of people, places, things, or ideas
 
 
	These nouns (like dozen, decade, team, audience, family) tend to be treated like subjects that refer to one item. 
 

 Exceptions: Some nouns that refer to groups, like police or faculty, are used with a base verb.
  
	base verb +-s or -es* 
	 
The 21st century  appears  to be unfriendly to businesses.
 
 A just and ethical society  offers  equal access to power to all of its citizens.
 
Exception: Our faculty  participate  in teaching, research, and industry outreach to advance our mission.
  
 
 
	 
Nouns that cannot be counted, or that do not have a different form for singular or plural
 
 
	These nouns (like research, equipment, and homework) can refer to many items, but they don't change form when you have one or more. For example, most humans have two lung s , but if they have inflammation in multiple airways, they don't have two inflammation s  – they just have inflammation. 
 

 
	base verb +-s or -es* 
	 
 This advice  applies  throughout the industry, but health insurers are more sensitive to litigation.
 
As an electrolyte, potassium  regulates  bodily fluids and enhances muscle control.
 
 Chicago public transportation  provides  a high degree of accessibility to people with disabilities.
  
 
 
	 
Subjects that join two or more nouns that refer to one person, place, thing, or idea with  and  
 
 
	Together these nouns can be replaced with the pronoun  they . 
 

 
	base verb** 
	 
When coral
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