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Preface

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman began the
struggle to establish the rights of the Bengali people since his student life.
Sufferings and misfortunes of the deprived and oppressed people of Bengal
would greatly agitate him. Hence, in his attempt to change the fate of these
deprived people, he raised his voice from his school life. In order to continue
this struggle, he was forced to spend much valuable parts of his life in prison.

The formation of Pakistan brought on attacks on the political,
economical and cultural rights of Bengali people. We became victims of
deprivation. The neosemi-colonial force, the Pakistani ruling class even
conspired to take away our rights to speak in our mother language, Bengali.
West Pakistan and East Bengal were two separate terrains situated thousand
miles apart from one another, which were integrated to form Pakistan. Even
though East Bengal possessed 56% of the entire population, the capital of
Pakistan was established in West Pakistan. The name of East Bengal was
changed to East Pakistan. Conspiracy to impose Urdu as state language
instead of Bengali, got underway.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib graduated with B.A. from Islamia College
in Kolkata. He started MA studies at the department of Law in Dhaka
University. From March 1948, he started the movement to establish the
dignity of mother language. He supported the movement of the menials of
Dhaka University on their demands. As a result, he was imprisoned, and at
one point expelled from the university. Even though those who were expelled
would get back their student status by giving bond and fines, Sheikh Mujib’s
expulsion was not withdrawn because he did not comply. His pronouncement
in this context was, “I didn’t claim any unfair demand; my demands were fairly
justified. Giving bond and fines means to admit guilt, which I will not do.”

Starting from the commencement of that movement, the Intelligence
Agency of Pakistan began to keep him under strict surveillance. Pakistan
Intelligence Branch (IB) used to watch him every day, all the time, and report
regularly to the higher authority. Pertaining to this, in 1948 the IB opened a
personal file in his name, in which they began to collect all information. This
file is known as the Personal File or PF. The file number of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was P.F. 606-48.

From 1948 to 1971 daily reports (DR) were prepared. Based on these, he
was harassed, cases were filed against him and thus various tortures were



X1

inflicted. He used to be under constant surveillance even when he was taken
to the Court for proceedings or to the hospital for treatment during his
captivity. The central office of Awami Muslim League located at 94,
Nawabpur Road, old Dacca and the rented residence of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Muyjibur Rahman at 71, Radhika Mohon Bashak Lane were also kept under
watch. These documents provide plenty of such information. For instance, his
instructions on what programs to be taken to bolster the Bengali language
movement are also recorded here. This also includes the covert discussion he
had with Chatra League President Naimuddin Khan and General Secretary
Khalek Newaz regarding the programs of 21* February, while he was
receiving treatment at Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Information about
the martial law declaration of Ayub Khan, the 6-Point demand of 1966,
consequent political movements, Agartala Conspiracy Case, people’s
movement, mass uprising and the consequent withdrawal of Agartala
Conspiracy Case by Ayub Khan, all will be found here.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has visited various districts in
Bangladesh, delivered public speeches and written many letters to the leaders
of districts and sub-divisions. A collection of those letters along with a list of
various lawsuits of different times are also present here. The letters that were
confiscated by the Pakistani government, the ones that never reached the
hands of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, are also compiled here.

The compilation of the first part of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s diary,
published as Karagarer Rojnamcha, was also confiscated. That notebook was
also gathered from this collection. Thus, we have found plenty of valuable
and rare information. There are many other materials which have been found
as priceless records of our struggle of independence of the territory, known
today as Bangladesh. Especially, those who have been engaged in research or
in writing historical texts will benefit from this collection.

It is noteworthy that there existed and still exist many knowledgeable
and qualified political leaders receiving much coverage in the news media.
Apparently, their importance in the country’s political scenario seems quite
valuable. However, there appears hardly any activity of the Intelligence
Branch against them or there are only few reports on them. These are limited
to one or two files only. I do not quite understand the reason. I mention it
because I have studied many of these files. However, it is known to everyone
that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has designed his political plans
with specific action strategies in order to affirm the rights of Bengali people,
to build the country as an independent state, and with a view to achieving
Bengali’s political, economical and cultural liberation. Due to his political
foresight, today Bangladesh is an independent, sovereign country. He has
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never compromised with the struggle for affirming the Bengali people’s
rights. He brought victory through inspiring a population to live the spirit of
independence, through struggle, non-cooperation movements and through
armed warfare. As a nation, the Bengalis have earned respect all over the
world, as they have achieved an independent nation-state.

Why was the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
shot and mercilessly killed on the 15th August of 19757 If one looks for an
answer to this question, information in this collection will be helpful. Had
that dark day not come to the lives of Bengalis, he would have been able to
build this country into a hunger-free and poverty-free Golden Bengal within
10 years of independence. People of Bangladesh would have lived peacefully
and happily ever after. They would be held with dignity and pride in the
world. He suffered oppression over and again because he voiced for the rights
of the Bengali people. Since the victory of Bengalis could not be tolerated,
the Pakistan-lovers caused bloodshed to take revenge. Thus the progress of
Bengalis was foiled.

After 21 years Awami League formed the government in 1996.
Immediately I collected these files and in 1997 made copies of them before
returning them to the SB office. As the materials were secret documents of
the Intelligence Branch, they were declassified. I made 3 sets of copies and
sent one to Joy in America. Joy gave it to Dr. Enayetur Rahim, who, as a
historian, was doing research on Bangabandhu. I kept one set at the Museum
of Bangabandhu Memorial Trust. Baby Moudud and I started working with
the other set. After winning the election in 2008 and forming the government
in 2009, I assigned the SB to type out these documents and make
arrangements to publish them, and scan and preserve the main documents
digitally. They have executed this job very efficiently. A team of officers
worked hard day and night under the leadership of Mr. Javed Patwary. I have
kept him at the same position for a long time so that he could execute this job
properly. I would like to communicate my sincere appreciation to him. I also
express my earnest thanks to those who have worked with him. My earnest
appreciation also goes especially to those who were involved in the search of
the notebook confiscated in 1960. We have provided here a list of names in
the acknowledgement for those who have worked tirelessly.

When I first collected these files, the DIG of SB was Mr. Shamsuddin.
My sincere gratitude goes to him because he was the one, who first gave me
the trace of this precious treasure.

Hakkani Publishers has been assigned to publish these in book form. An
office space in the Bangabandhu Memorial Trust has been allocated for this
purpose. The Curator of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
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Rahman Memorial Museum, Mr. Nazrul Islam Khan has been overseeing this
project; and Shampa is entrusted with overall supervision, who has been in
continuous touch with me. I convey my sincere appreciation to all of them.

These official documents have been preserved in the same way as they
were prepared. At times, the assigned officers, who took notes of the
speeches made errors, or the writings were drenched with the rain. As these
documents are old, some parts of them have been damaged. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s name has been written differently at different
places by the then officers. Even at one place, it is written as Mujibur
Rahman Khan. I hope the readers will understand this from the context. In
order to make the texts more accessible to the readers, the introduction of
each document is added along with the main topics, in which serial numbers
have been assigned to the headings. Even though Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s father Sheikh Lutfur Rahman died in 1975, in some places
the then officers mistakenly mentioned him as deceased. Apart from these,
the directions, notes, opinions etc. of the officers have been referred to as
‘side notes’ and have been marked individually. For hand-written documents,
relevant fonts have been chosen. Corrections of some spelling and lexical
errors have been given in the last part of these books. The spelling of ‘Dacca’
is kept same in all places of the books considering its historical importance. A
few images of documents are also attached.

In many occasions, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib was shown arrested the
day after he was actually picked up from his house. These types of
inconsistencies exist here as this was a common practice at the time.
Hopefully, the readers will not be confused by this. I am highly delighted to
pass this priceless treasure to the nation. Bangabandhu had sacrificed his life
for the benefits of the deprived and oppressed. The nation will be forever
indebted to his contribution.

I wish Allah’s mercy for the departed souls of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnessa
Mujib, Sheikh Kamal, Sheikh Jamal, Sheikh Russel, Sheikh Abu Naser,
Sultana Kamal Khuki, Parveen Jamal Rosy, Abdur Rab Serniabat, Sheikh
Fazlul Hoque Moni, Begum Arzoo Moni, Col. Jamil Uddin Ahmed, Baby
Serniabat, Arif Serniabat, Sukanta Abdullah Babu, Shahid Serniabat, Abdul
Nayeem Khan Rintu and ASI of SB Siddikur Rahman those who attained
martyrdom on the 15" of August 1975.

Sheikh Hasina
18.11.2017
Gonobhaban
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XX1

/ This volume is a compilation of documents from 1958 to 1959. It contains Various\
documents of the great architect of our independence Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman giving speeches at public meetings in different districts, short
notes on his political programs, secret reports on his family properties, agent-watch
reports, Pakistan military ruler Ayub Khan's martial law, his arrest and confinement in
solitary cell, corruption case filed against him but acquitted by court, detention and reports
on interview with IB officers. Apart from these, it provides various records of his
interview inside prison with family members, relatives and lawyers, his wife
Fazilatunnessa’s application for Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's release etc.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested on 12 October 1958 soon after promulgation of
martial law. Following his arrest and imprisonment in Dhaka Central Jail, he told the jailor
in an interview that the authority could put him behind bars as long as they desired. He
encouraged his colleagues not to be frustrated about their imprisonment. Reasoning
martial law would not last long, he comforted them that soon they would be able to go
back to their normal life.

As a result of his imprisonment and sudden withdrawal of government residence,
transport and other facilities as Minister and Tea Board Chairman, his wife Fazilatunnessa
faced a difficult situation with their four minor children.

In his interview with an IB officer inside jail on 15 December 1958, he said his arrest
on charges of corruption surprised him. On the other hand, he was also happy, because
very soon people would come to know that he was not involved in corruption and the
charges leveled against him were false and malicious. He further said, if bargaining with
the central government for realizing the fair share of East Pakistan and help the mass
people of this region through setting up industries and factories were corruption, then he
had nothing to say. In another interview inside the central jail on 2 January 1959 he said,
everybody knew about his political career. He was all along a follower of straight way in
politics and worked in the interest of East Pakistan. Perhaps it was his weakness and it is
why he was in jail. He did not believe in destructive activities and was never involved in
any activity subversive of the state.

On 2 August 1959 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman applied to the Chief Secretary for his
release. In a letter written from Dhaka Central Jail to East Pakistan governor on 21
September 1959, he gave a description of inhuman mental torture inflicted on him keeping
him imprisoned in a solitary cell for about a year. He complained against implicating him
in false corruption cases. Because of his own illness, woes and sufferings of family
members and for taking care of his old ailing parents, he applied for his release. On 26
September 1959 Fazilatunnessa also made a similar application requesting release of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

After release from jail on 17 December 1959, a set of conditions were imposed by
the government on his movements. As political activities were banned, many leaders-
workers of Awami League were imprisoned and it pushed their families into financial
miseries.

Besides these, readers will find in this volume reports on Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
speeches delivered at public meetings in Dhaka, Cumilla, Mymensingh, Cox's Bazar,
Faridpur, Gopalganj and Madaripur. Information on his travels to Karachi, Kolkata,
United Kingdom, United States and countries including those in the far-east under 'Leader
Exchange Program' is also available here.
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accompanied with her children and cousin

at Dacca Central Jail.

Report of detention order served on Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Report on interview between security
prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and IB
officer at Dacca Central Jail.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was produced
before SDO South Court, Dacca on
15.10.1959.

Court ordered production of security
prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before 1"
Class Magistrate, Dacca on 28.10.1959.
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137.

18 October 1959

18 October 1959

18 October 1959

19 October 1959

22 October 1959

2 November 1959

8 November 1959

8 November 1959

8 November 1959

11 November 1959

14 November 1959

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was medically unfit for production before
Court.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
produced before Court on 27.10.1959 and
28.10.1959.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was taken to Court but not produced before

Magistrate.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
applied for interview with his family

members and relatives.

Sheikh Fazilatunnessa and her relative met
security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

in special interview.

Sheikh  Fazilatunnessa — met  security
prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along
with family members and ex-PS in Dacca
Central Jail.

Court ordered to produce security prisoner
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 19.11.1959.

Sheikh ~ Mujibur Rahman applied for
interview  with  his  wife  Sheikh
Fazilatunnessa, children, relative and
former PS.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
produced before 1" class Magistrate Court,
Dacca on 17.11.1959.

Charge-sheet submitted against Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his younger brother
Sheikh Abu Naser in connection with Anti-

corruption case.

Sheikh ~ Mujibur Rahman applied for
interview  with  his  wife  Sheikh
Fazilatunnessa, children, relative and
former PS.
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138.
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140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

16 November 1959

17 November 1959

18 November 1959

26 November 1959

26 November 1959

4 December 1959

5 December 1959

9 December 1959

10 December 1959

11 December 1959

15 December 1959

Court ordered to produce security prisoner
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before SDO South
Court, Dacca on 25.11.1959.

Court ordered to produce security prisoner
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before SDO South
Court, Dacca on 30.11.1959.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
taken to 1" class Magistrate Court from

Dacca Central Jail.

DIG, IB requested Superintendent, Dacca
Central Jail to know about health condition
of security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman.

Sheikh Fazilatunnessa applied to DIG, IB
for interview with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
along with relatives on special ground as
he was sick.

Charge-sheet submitted against Sheikh
Mujibur
Department.

Sheikh
prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with

Rahman by  Anti-corruption

Fazilatunnessa ~ met  security

children and relatives.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
produced before 1" class Magistrate Court,

Dacca.

Awami  League had no programme
regarding its participation in the Union

Council Election.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
produced before Court and acquitted of
corruption  case but his  detention

continued.

IB officials asked to submit report under
what circumstance Tofazzal Hossain Manik
Miah talked to security prisoner Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at Court.
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159.

15 December 1959

16 December 1959

17 December 1959

17 December 1959

22 December 1959

23 December 1959

24 December 1959

28 December 1959

29 December 1959

30 December 1959

31 December 1959

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
produced before Dacca Sadar Court.

Security prisoner Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
released from Dacca Central Jail on 17
December 1959.

Telephone message on Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman regarding his release as security
prisoner.

Restrictions on movement of Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman.

Watch report on movement of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Secret report on Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and other leaders.

Application of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to
SP, Dacca to get back his fire arms.

Three out of eleven diary

manuscripts of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
withheld.

prison

Report from a correspondent of daily
‘Hindustan Standard’ on the reasons
behind release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
proposal for the release of ailing Mawlana
Bhasani etc.

Report on expected visit of H.S.

Suhrawardy in Dacca.

Watch report on Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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Contents in Each Volume

Instantaneously following the partition of 1947, the then Intelligence Branch (IB) of
Pakistan government collected and conserved virtually all nationwide political programs and
activities of Father of the Nation. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The key
information from these documents, preserved in his name in 47 Personal Files (PF) since
1948, has been presented here in volumes (1-14).

Volume-1 : 1948—-1950  The Language Movement and the abolition of Zamindari
System; the movement in Dacca University; the birth of
Awami League; letters from Sheikh Mujibur Rahman;
distribution of various leaflets; speeches-statements; arrest and
imprisonment; meeting with various party leaders, relatives
and workers in jail, and so forth.

Volume-2 : 1951-1952  The Language Movement, the programs of State Language
Committee of Action, various public meetings; arrests,
captivity, hearing of cases; letters; refusal to give bond in
exchange of release; hunger strike during captivity and
subsequent illness; meeting with Pakistan’s prime minister
Khawaza Nazimuddin; press conference in Karachi-Lahore
and Punjab; participation in a peace conference in Peking; the
secret report of SB and CID of Karachi; countrywide tour;
organizing the party leaders-workers and publication of party
agendas; paper cuttings from newspapers etc.

Volume-3 : 1953 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Suhrawardy’s tour to various
districts in North Bengal including Chittagong, Mymensingh
and Barisal; Watch Reports; letters; the demand to free
Mawlana Bhasani along with other leaders; Safety Acts; his
criticism of Jute and Education Policy; the Language
Movement; an interview report of an IB officer in jail; paper
cuttings etc.

Volume-4 : 1954-1957  WCR; the extracts and proceedings from various public
meetings; grounds of detentions; letters, Mawlana Bhasani’s
letter from Assam and Ghulam Muhammad Khan
Lundkhwar’s letter from Lahore; a speech from the meeting of’
East Pakistan Press Workers Association; speeches at various
districts; the acceptance of ministry in Sher-e-Bangla Fazlul
Huq’s cabinet; meeting with family members during
confinement; the list of 137 security prisoners; the physical
description of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; a trip to Karachi to
meet Pakistan’s Law Minister; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Mawlana Bhasani’s tour to Chittagong and publicity in favour
of 21 points; the sessions in the Gono Parishod; various reports



Volume-5

Volume-6

2 1958-1959

2 1960-1961

XLIX

by the IB officers; criticism of foreign policy of the Govt.;
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s decision to observe 25" May as
‘The Food Day’; criticism on the failure of Central and
Provincial Govt.; the Hunger rally in Chittagong; the
presentation of the report at the East Pakistan Awami League’s
council session as the General Secretary; a tour plan to visit the
districts of Khulna-Jessore-Faridpur etc.; an appeal to the
President Iskandar Mirza to investigate the food crisis; strong
criticism of undemocratic Govt. policies; Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s claim in Karachi that East Pakistan had been treated
as a colony by the ruling class, and his demands of punishment
of the authorities for their indifference and negligence towards
the state; the resignation of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from the
cabinet portfolio of commerce and industry and other
incidents.

The secret report involving Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s trip to
Kolkata for treatment; his trip to Karachi; various newspaper
clippings; short notes relating to politics; secret reports relating
to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s family property; agent-watch
report and important official notes-reports; the application to
release his confiscated personal automobile from the authority;
his handwritten application to the jail authority regarding
meetings with his wife, mother, four children, brother, lawyers,
Manik Miah and his personal assistants; applications by
Fazilatunnessa Mujib, his father and others to meet him; censor
certificate; an application through the jail authority to get
released from detention; the description of the pending cases
against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with other leaders and
workers; letters to anti-corruption commission containing
description of all property details and official correspondences
relating to these; the chairman of the advisory board’s (judge)
reports on his imprisonments before 28.3.1959 and his entry
into politics, and so forth.

Tour of various districts including Khulna, Faridpur and
newspaper reports relating to this; Extract-WCR-CR, brief
history; placing secret watch on the movements of H.S.
Suhrawardy-Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and other leaders; a letter
related to the reception of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by the
Controller of Alfa Insurance Company in Narayanganj; two
years sentence for the so-called anticorruption case and the
interim bail; newspapers’ reports on the appeal and official
correspondence; acquittal of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from
corruption case by the High Court; Karachi visit and related
letters; his arrival at the SM Hall for the observation of the
Martyrs Day; IB’s investigation report regarding Alfa
Insurance Company and its Controller Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman; Tour to Chittagong-Tangail and Mymensingh; an
appearance at FH Hall in regards to students’ movement;



Volume-7

Volume-8

Volume-9

: 1962-1963

: 1964

: 1965

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman residing at his new house of Dhanmondi
road No. 32 house No. 677 from the afternoon of 8.10.1961;
Suhrawardy’s arrival in Dacca and meeting with Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman-Manik Miah and other leaders, and so on.

Arrest of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with other Awami
League leaders under Defense of Pakistan Rules on 7.2.1962;
his application from the prison to the DIG of IB to meet his
family members; his relatives and others’ application to the
DIG of IB for appointment; detention order; Sheikh Lutfur
Rahman’s letter; the release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; the
trip to Karachi with Manik Miah and meeting with
Suhrawardy; the meeting with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
other leaders at the Kakrail residence of Suhrawardy; Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s claim: “there is Government’s hands
behind the shooting of Suhrawardy in Gujranwala, Pakistan”;
his speech on economic and political disparity between East
and West Pakistan in a public meeting at the ground of Khulna
Circuit House; Suhrawardy and other leaders’ public addresses
in North Bengal; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s call on the
countrymen especially the young generation to observe 21%
February as the Martyr Day; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
condemnation of the police violence against the students; a
letter to IB for investigation regarding propaganda against
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; the tour of Chittagong’s cyclone
affected area; the hearing of sedition case in the ADM Court;
the demand to execute the planning of the Krug Mission; the
tour of Karachi and London; complaints about the intimidation
and the use of government machinery in Gopalgonj by-
election; the working committee meeting of Awami League;
the call on the government to meet the demands of the
teachers, and so forth.

Official correspondence and newspaper clippings regarding
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s visit to Lahore and Karachi;
Extract, WCR, DR and Watch Report regarding his
movements; newspaper clippings relating to different district
tours; official letters and papers regarding longhand notes; his
arrest, hearing, copies of Court order-sheet and official letters,
the letters related to his brief history; joining of Ms. Fatema
Jinnah in East Pakistan Awami League, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s appeal to vote for her, related paper clippings, and
SO on.

Government’s intelligence watch on the movements of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman along with other leaders; paper cuttings
pertaining to the tours of various districts in the then East
Pakistan; Government’s letters and papers related to longhand
notes; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s endorsement speech in favor
of the demands of the post and railway employees;



Volume-10 : 1966

Volume-11 : 1966

Volume-12 : 1967

LI

Government’s correspondences related to the investigation of
the so-called objectionable speeches of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Bengali booklet captioned ‘Bhaira Amar Jago’;
the appointment of government’s pleader for the prosecution of
the sedition case against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, arrest,
hearing of the case, copies of order-sheets by the lower Court
and the High Court, and official correspondences etc.

Bail granted by the High Court in the so-called objectionable
speech case at Paltan ground; public meetings in various
districts related to 6-Point; travel to Lahore to attend the
National Conference and related newspaper reports; Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s appointment through election as the
president in the provincial council of Awami League; publicity
campaign of 6-Point in North Bengal-South Bengal-Faridpur-
Chittagong and other districts; Awami League’s working
committee meeting regarding 6-Point at the Dhanmondi
residence; attending to the annual council meeting of Awami
League in Sylhet and his public speech; arrest on the way of
returning from Jessore and release on the same day; arrest from
Dhanmondi residence in connection with the case filed in Sylhet
and later released from Mymensingh; newspaper reports
relating to the demand of full rationing to solve the food crisis
etc.

Attending to the Court in Sylhet’s case and addressing to the
public meeting; public speech at Narayanganj town hall
ground; arrest from Dhanmondi residence in connection with a
case filed in Pabna; application of relatives and lawyers’ to
visit Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; detention order; submission of
writ petition to the High Court for the release of arrested 6
leaders along with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and issuance of
rule by the Court; countrywide protest rally due to the arrest of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with other leaders; admission to
the Jail Hospital for illness; hearing of the habeas corpus
petition; application to get released on parole to see his ailing
mother; hearing of the case at the Special Court in Dacca
Central Jail; Karachi Awami League’s demand to release all
political prisoners along with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman;
acquittal from the sedition case; order of continuation of
detention by DC Dacca etc.

The letters related to the hearing of the case while incarcerated
in Dacca Central Jail; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s medical
treatment by Dr. T. H. Khan; a telegram relating to the illness
of his father; an appeal regarding sentence of imprisonment, a
writ petition against the detention, and the appeal of habeas
corpus; papers related to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s severe
illness in prison and so forth.



L7

Volume-13 : 1968—1969

Volume-14 : 1970-1971

The correspondences related to the appointment of British
lawyer Thomas Williams in the Agartala Conspiracy Case; the
writ petition; the letters pertaining to the hearing of the sedition
case along with other cases; meeting with family and relatives
in Dacca Central Jail; the letter related to Fazilatunnessa
Mujib’s illness; the charge framing of Agartala Conspiracy
Case and acquittal from the case; various letters to Sheikh
Muyjibur Rahman from USA-London and Karachi; letters
regarding the 6-points; inspection and distribution of reliefs
among the cyclone affected; arrival of a number of Pakistani
leaders in Dacca and meeting with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman;
meeting with New York Times correspondent; his Lahore visit;
conferring the title ‘Bangabandhu’ at Racecourse ground;
letters related to the fund raised in London for the release of
Bangabandhu; the mass uprising of 1969, and so on.

Demand for Jamuna Bridge including the implementation of
irrigation planning and construction of Tista dam; the demand
for rightful price of tobacco and sugarcane produced in North
Bengal; the demand for rehabilitation of the afflicted of
Padma-Meghna-Jamuna river erosion; publicity of 6 and 11
Points demands in various districts of the country; details about
the motorcade accident while travelling to Chittagong; his
criticism of the tax-levy system; the construction of coastal
embankment; the reopening of Adamjee Jute Mill; Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s public meetings in various districts for the
appeal to implement the 6-Point demands through election and
newspaper reports relating to this; Government and official
correspondences; newspaper reports related to the public
meetings held in Nishtar, Lahore and Quetta of Pakistan;
newspaper reports on the explanation of party’s position in the
speech to the nation on radio-television; newspaper reports and
letters relating to the cyclone-tidal surge at the coastal areas;
the official letters relating to security enhancement of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and other political leaders; the longhand
notes regarding speeches on various dates; intelligence notes
on the tour of Racecourse ground along with tours of Barisal-
Chittagong-Potuakhali-Perojpur-Barguna-Noakhali-Tangail
and Khulna; letters related to intelligence watch; intelligence
correspondence pertaining to the meeting between Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto; long-hand note
of historical 7 March speech, and so forth.



Chapter — 1
1958



Taylor & Francis

Taylor & Francis Group

http://taylorandfrancis.com


http://taylorandfrancis.com

Chapter I— 1958 3

1
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and H S Suhrawardy attended a meeting
at Comilla Idgah Maidan, where they urged upon the audience to
support Awami League nominee in the by-election of Sadar
North-East Constituency.

Comilla, 11 January 1958

EXTRACT FROM A/I No. 2
FOR THE WEEK ENDING 11/1/58

3. Political Activities

(C) Other

77. Tippera' - A meeting (10,000) under the auspices of the Tippera District
Awami League was held on 7" January at the Comilla Idgah Maidan, with Abdul
Ghani, Assistant Public Prosecutor, son of Abbas Ali, of Kagirkona, Daudkandi,
Tippera and of Comilla town, in the chair. Speakers, Asad Ullah Siraji, (AL), Mr.
H.S. Suhrawardy” (para. 15), the Awami League Chief and Shaikh Mujibur Rahman
(para 15), General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami League, urged upon the audience
to support the Awami League nominee in the ensuing by election of the Tippera

Sadar North East Constituency.

1. Tippera — The greater Cumilla region was once under ancient Kingdom of Samatata and joined
with Tripuri Kingdom. It came under the rule of East India Company in 1765 and was
established as Tippera district [also known as Chakla (administrative division) Roshnabad in

1790]. Later, it was reorganized in three phases into six districts.

2. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy (8 September 1892 — 5 December 1963) — H.S. Suhrawardy was born
into a prominent Bengali Muslim family at Medinipur, West Bengal. He obtained BSc. (Hons.) and
BCL (Bachelor of Civil Law) Degree from Oxford University. Suhrawardy was a renowned
politician and statesman from Bengal in the first half of the 20™ century and served as the last
Prime Minister of Bengal during the British rule. Following the independence of Pakistan in
1947, he became a leading populist statesman of the then East Pakistan. He was the fifth Prime
Minister of Pakistan. After the independence of Pakistan in 1947, leaving the Muslim League he
joined the newly formed Awami League in 1952. He was the political mentor of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and a public celebrated orator.
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2
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman went to Calcutta for medication.

Karachi, 20 January 1958

Secret/By Special Bag.

INTELLIGENCE BUREAU
Government of Pakistan
Karachi-1.

No. 7/B/58- (2), Dated the 7 JAN 1958.

Dear Mr. Ahmad
Please refer to para 7 of your Daily Report No. 278, dated December 24, 1957
under the heading “ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE”.

2. 1 shall be grateful if you will kindly let me know as to when Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman went to Calcutta and why.

Yours sincerely,
Sd/-
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (I).

A.S.M. Ahmad, Esqr., PSP.,
Deputy Inspector-General of Police,
Intelligence Branch, East Pakistan,
Dacca.

Side note: Steno, Relevant extract pl. Sa/- 20.01.58
EXt. enclosed. Sad/ - 20.01

Ref: DS VI’s order on the N.S.P.XXXVI. File 606-48 P.F.

Mr. Sk. Mujibar Rahman, M.P. (AL) left Dacca Airport for Calcutta
by LA.C plane at 17.00 hrs. on 23.12.57. He vtd. to Dacca from
Calcutta by I.A.C plane at ©09.30 hrs. on 26.12.57.

This was his latest visit to Calcutta. The object of his visit to Calcutta
is not known.

Sd/- 21.1.58.
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Secret
Dsvi

Sir,

I have the honour to report that | made quite inquiry into the
purpose of visit of SK. MUJIBUR RAHMAN (AL) M.P. Genl. Secy. of the
Awami League to Calcutta from 23.12.57 to 26.12.57 and learnt that
SK. MUJIBUR RAHMAN (mentd.) had been to Calcutta for a medical
checkup.

The source added that the Sheikh Sb. has been ailing for sometime
past with a sort of pain in his stomach, which the local doctor could not
diagnose properly. He is said to be better at the present.

Y.0.S
sd/ -
Inspr. 1.B.
1.2.58.

Secret
DO. No. 1681 dt.6.2.58 - 606-438 P.F. (E)

My dear Ahmad,

Kindly refer to your D.O. no 7/B/58(2) dt. 7.1.58 addressed to Mr.
A.S.M. Ahmad. It was ascertained that Mr. Sk. Mujibar Rahman went to
Calcutta on 23.122.57 for a medical checkup. He returned back to Dacca
on 26.12.57.

Yours Sincerely

Sd/ -
(A. Ahmad)

T. Ahmad Esq, P.S.P.
A.D. (1), Intelligence Bureau,
Karachi.
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3
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, EPAL, chaired a
workers conference at Cox’s Bazar stadium. Speakers criticized
Muslim League and Nizam-e-Islami. They appealed to people to
join AL and cast vote in favour of AL candidate in the general
election. Sub-divisional AL committee was also formed.

Chittagong, 25 January 1958
Page No. 586 of file No. 13-54 (Chittagong)

Extract from A/I No. 4 for week ending 25.1.58.

3. Political activities.
(c) Others.

172. Chittagong:-

The workers conference (400) of the sub divisional Awami League, Cox’s
Bazar, was held at Cox’s Bazar Stadium on 15™ January with Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman (para 77), MP, General Secretary, EPAL, in the chair, Gulam Muhiuddin
Chaudhuri, Secretary Sub-divisional AL, Cox’s Bazar, Mr. Mansoor Ali, Minister
for Labour and Industries, Government of East Pakistan, M.A. Aziz, Secretary,
District AL, Chittagong and the President, delivered speeches in the conference

criticising the M.L.* and the Nizam-e-Islam* organisations as usual and urged upon

3. Muslim League/M.L — Muslim League was the only political party in British India led the
‘Pakistan Movement’. On the foundation of Pakistan on 14 August 1947, the President of All
India Muslim League, Jinnah became the new nation's Governor General and the Secretary
General of Muslim League, Liaquat Ali Khan became Prime Minister. The All India Muslim
League was disbanded in December 1947 and succeeded by two organizations, Muslim League
and the Indian Union Muslim League, the first being its original successor in Pakistan. Jinnah
died in September 1948 and Liaquat was assassinated in October 1951. After death of its two
senior leaders, the League began to disintegrate. By 1953, dissensions within the League had led
to the formation of several different political parties. Liaquat was succeeded by Khawaja
Nazimuddin, a Bengali, who was forced out of office in April 1953. Pakistan was racked by riots
and famine and in the first national elections in May 1955 (held by a system of indirect voting) the
League was heavily defeated. In October 1958 the Army seized power and the martial law regime
of Muhammad Ayub Khan banned all political parties. This was the end of the old Muslim
League. Ayub Khan later formed a new party, the Convention Muslim League. The opposition
faction became known as the Council Muslim League. This latter group joined a united front with
other political parties in 1967 in opposition to the regime. But when the military regime of Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan fell in December 1971 and Pakistan's first genuine firee elections were
held, both factions of the League were swept out of power in West Pakistan by the Pakistan
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the audience not to be duped by the so-called leaders of those organisation. They
also appealed to the audience to join the AL to make it strong and also to cast votes
in favour of the A.L. candidates in the coming general election. In the meeting,
Cox’s Bazar Sub divisional Awami League was formed for the year 1958 with the

following office-bearers amongst others:-

President: Maulvi Abdul Jalil, BL, Pleader, Cox’s Bazar, son the late Nasarat Ali, of
Pokhali, Cox’s Bazar Chittagong.

4

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in a meeting at Faridpur criticized
Muslim League and United Front. He mentioned achievements of
Awami League government, advocated for joint electorate system

and urged the audience to come under Awami League banner.

Faridpur, 15 February 1958

P.No. 346 of file No. 13-54 (Faridpur ).

Ext. from A/I No. 7 for the W/ Ending 15.2.58.

3. Political Activities.
(c) Others.

337. Faridpur.- Shaikh Mujibur Rahman (para. 335), General Secretary, East
Pakistan Awami League, arrived at Faridpur on 7" February, and he was given a
rousing reception by the AL workers. The same day he attended a public meeting
(8,000), organised by the district AL, Faridpur, at the local Ambika Maidan. The

People’s Party of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and in East Pakistan by the Awami League of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. In 1988 after the death of Pakistan's military ruler and later President
Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq, under the leadership of Nawaz Sharif a new Muslim League was formed

but it had no connection with the original Muslim League.

4. Nizam-e-Islam — Formed in 1954. One of the four parties composing United Front in 1954
election. Lost all contested seats in 1970 election. Involved in Peace Committee, collaborated
with Pakistan occupation army and paramilitary forces. Its leader Maulvi Farid Ahmed killed by
freedom fighters. Banned by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman government along with other
religion based parties but opened by Ziaur Rahman in 1978. Now part of Islami Oikya Jote

alliance.
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meeting was presided over by Abdur Rahman Bakaul (AL), son of Ali Husain, of
Faridpur, Pleader, Faridpur Bar, Shaikh Mujibur Rahman, Zillur Rahman, Advocate,
Dacca High Court, Chief Organiser, Awami Mujahid Bahini and a few local AL
workers delivered speeches in the meeting, criticising the alleged maladministration
and failure of the former ML and UF’ Governments. They described the
achievements of the AL Government and also discussed merits of the joint electorate
system. In conclusion, the speakers urged upon the audience to come under the
banner of the AL, which according to them, would fight out the grievances of the

people.

5. United Front (UF) — The United Front also called Jukta Front was a coalition of political
parties particularly against Muslim League in East Bengal which contested and won Pakistan's
provincial general election in April 1954 to the East Bengal Legislative Assembly. The coalition
consisted of Awami Muslim League, Krishak Sramik Party, Ganatantri Dal (Democratic Party)
and Nizam-e-Islam. The coalition was led by three major Bengali populist leaders-A. K. Fazlul
Hugq, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy and Mawlana Bhasani. The election resulted in a crushing
defeat for the Muslim League. Veteran student leader of East Pakistan Khaleque Nawaz Khan
defeated sitting Prime Minister of East Pakistan Mr. Nurul Amin in his own Nandail
Constituency of Mymensingh district and created history. Nurul Amin's crushing defeat to a 27
years old young leader of Jukto Front effectively eliminated the Muslim League from political
landscape of the then East Pakistan. United Front secured a landslide victory and gaining 223
seats in the 309-member legislative assembly. Awami League emerged as the majority party, with

143 seats.

A.K. Fazlul Huq of Krishak Sramik Party became Chief Minister of East Pakistan upon the
victory of the United Front. The election propelled popular Bengali leaders into the Pakistani
federal government, with leaders such as Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy and Abul Mansoor
Ahmed becoming key federal ministers. In the provincial government, young leaders such
as Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Yusuf Ali Chowdhury and Khaleque Nawaz Khan rose

to prominence.

The United Front demanded greater provincial autonomy for East Pakistan. It passed a
landmark order for the establishment of Bangla Academy in Dhaka. However, within months of
assuming power, the newly elected government was dismissed by Governor General Ghulam
Muhammad, upon of accusations against A.K. Fazlul Huq of attempting secession. The dismissal
of the United Front was a key turning point in aggravating East Pakistan's grievances in the
Pakistan union, leading to a farewell call for the separation and independence of East Bengal in
1957.



