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Foreword

Animals enrich our planet and our lives with the power to inspire us, heal us, sustain us, and — by teaching us about the world and ourselves — make us more human. They are a vital part of the web of life on earth upon which all of us depend, and it is essential not only to protect the remarkable creatures with whom we share the planet, but to teach today’s young people to value and preserve this rich legacy for future generations.

In the face of what experts are calling a “Sixth Mass Extinction,” with animal species disappearing so fast that two-thirds of all wild animals could be gone by the end of the decade, today’s zoos, aquariums, and conservation centers have become modern day arks of hope for many species.

These institutions serve not only as vessels to safely house and help sustain populations of critically endangered animals, but perform rescues of wild creatures, and fund thousands of conservation projects. Perhaps equally important, they play a critical role in serving as vital ambassadors for wildlife, introducing millions of people to and helping them care for these unique creatures.

After all, people won’t protect what they don’t love. And they can’t love what they don’t know.

To help preserve and ensure that these treasured creatures are well cared for, American Humane, the country’s first national humane organization and the largest certifier of the welfare of animals in the world, launched the first-of-its-kind American Humane ConservationTM program. This global effort works to help ensure the welfare and humane treatment of the millions of remarkable and endangered creatures living in zoos, aquariums and conservation centers, as well as shine a light on the leading institutions that have voluntarily stepped forward to meet and regularly verify rigorous, science-based standards of care created and backed by many of the most iconic names in science, animal welfare, and the conservation field.

In this series of grade-appropriate books aimed at teaching the value of humane conservation, we seek to introduce children to the amazing animals — from wily wolves to endangered elephants to a penguin with a problem — who share and enrich our world, and the critically important work that is being done to help them survive.

Through these stories it is our goal to help build a new generation of ambassadors and advocates for unique and endangered animals. Most of all, as they read these colorful, engaging stories and develop key literacy skills, we hope to nurture in our children a love of the remarkable animals with whom we have shared the world since time immemorial and inspire them to help preserve and protect those creatures in all their splendor, richness, and variety. If we can do this, we will have fulfilled the purpose of these books . . . and our historic mission.

~Dr. Robin Ganzert, President and CEO of American Humane
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The Chicago Bear Cubs

During the early morning hours of July 5, 1995, a gunshot rang out on Admiralty Island, Alaska, forever changing many lives.

Although it is home to many animals, Admiralty Island is most known for its bears. The native people of the area, the Tlingit (pronounced “klingit”), have long called the island Kootznoowoo (pronounced “koots-new-woo”), commonly translated as “Fortress of the Bears.” In fact, on Admiralty Island bears outnumber people by almost three to one, increasing the possibility of trouble between people and bears.

On that fateful July day, a mother bear and her cubs wandered into the very small fishing village of Angoon looking for food. On the outskirts of town is Angoon’s landfill. To people it’s a garbage dump, but to bears it’s an easy meal. With winter approaching, an easy meal is just what this bear family needed. Right before they take their long winter nap, called hibernation, adult females may eat up to 90 pounds of food every day. That’s like a person eating 360 hamburgers in one day! So finding all the food they needed in one spot — the garbage dump — was perfect for the three bears.

While the three bears searched for food, they were seen by a local hunter who worried that having bears so close to town was dangerous. He shot and killed the cubs’ mother.

The two cubs, both male, ran and hid in the woods. They were only six months old, and now they didn’t have their mother to protect them and teach them survival skills. There are many dangers lurking in the woods, including large aggressive male bears and hunters looking for their next trophy.

For the next two weeks the brothers survived by remembering what their mother taught them: they could find food at the dump. The people of Angoon understood the young cubs had to eat, but they also knew that these two very cute brothers would eventually grow to be over six feet tall and weigh more than 800 pounds. The cubs needed a new home. They could not stay in the town.

The people of Angoon really loved the two cubs and didn’t want to see them hurt. One of them, Bob Zindrick, made some calls asking for help. When Jim Faro from Alaska’s Department of Fish and Game was contacted, he reached out to the Chicago Zoological Society, which manages the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago, Illinois.

It was six o’clock on a Friday night when Christy, a member of Brookfield’s animal care team, got the call. She was told that two baby brown bears were orphaned in Alaska after a local hunter shot their mother. They would be killed if they couldn’t be relocated.

Luckily, one of Christy’s co-workers, Jim Rowell, was attending a conference in Alaska at that time. Jim left the conference and hurried to Angoon, where he met Bob and Jim. They developed a plan to safely rescue the bears.
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First, they used salmon to lure the cubs onto net traps. When the bears stood on the nets, the traps sprung, gently scooping up the bears. The cubs were then moved into two reinforced dog kennels, and in a couple of hours they were on a float plane to Juneau, Alaska’s capital.

A few days later the orphaned brothers found a new home in Brookfield Zoo’s “Bear Grottos.
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