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Introduction

			The dust of the earth is the very essence of which we were made. As sculptured vessels of clay, we are products of the Almighty God. He took a formless piece of clay and made it into an art form of beauty. Art, as we know, has many forms and comes in various categories. As God’s creation, we vary in color, speech, shape, lifestyles, and etc., yet each of us make the artistic picture of God complete. 

			As we read this book, we will discover the Samaritan woman had issues, but so do we. Our issues vary from each other. They flow from within, and for some they have existed since childhood until now. We have become good at covering them up. Perhaps from a burst of laughter, or a smile, in the futile attempt to mask the hidden nightmare. Perhaps it is over-compensating at work, or church for that matter. 

			Pain is a common subject that each of us can relate to. Although the levels of pain vary from one individual to the next, each are relevant to their circumstance. It is unholy and ungodly to become non-responsive to other’s pain because of our own. The Word of God indicates we are lights of the world, a city that is sat upon a hill and cannot be hidden. Light has a drawing ability. One theological interpretation of light is knowledge and wisdom. Notice, Jesus tells us we are the light of the world.

			Knowledge overpowers ignorance as light overpowers darkness. In the presence of light everything is exposed. As lights of the world, we expose darkness as we represent, He who is the supreme light, Jesus Christ. As Christians, our objective is to win souls for Christ. As humans, matters of the heart are concealed and emotional ills are suppressed. Bizarre exterior manifestations are a result of interior problems. The internal activity of the mind and heart control how we think and speak, as they determine our interactions with others and the like.

			Rejection, depression, and oppression are common emotional ills of our society. There used to be a time when I felt these mindsets did not exist for those who are Christians. You see I was given a different version of Christianity growing up. I was told Christians do not fear or get depressed or even sin. Do not get me wrong, I believe we have authority not to sin, however, I am also aware that is not the case in Christianity. It does not matter how we may have achieved scholastically. We may be at a level of prominence in our lives of which others may not ever obtain, but there are scars and wounds that have not been healed within. Many did not receive their healing because they were preoccupied by life and responsibility. Therefore, the internalization was dormant like a volcano until one day the eruption process began. 

			Many are victims of their pain of traumatic experiences which have followed them through their success and accomplishments in life. My prayer is after you have read this book you will be open for healing and assignment from the Lord Jesus Christ. You will never have to deal with the issue again, because Jesus Christ is going to take away past, present pain and prepare you for a great destiny ahead. Are you ready for healing?

			Jesus made this declaration. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength and with your mind, and, your neighbor as yourself Luke (10:27 NIV) To express God’s love in this manner will require the assistance of the Holy Spirit. This expression can not be an expression on a surface level, but an intense, passionate, overwhelming exemplification of agape love. God’s love will penetrate all color barriers and traditions. His love is not impartial. God’s desire for His people is that we love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, body, and strength. 

			When we allow His agape love to be poured into our hearts, we will become equipped to aid others who are in need of a miracle. Who is my neighbor? My neighbor is the person next door, as well as the stranger I have never met. My neighbors span from every race and across the globe, from the golden hills of California to the musty caverns of Africa. From the Southern crops of Mississippi to the majestic mountains of New Zealand, we are neighbors. Our mission is a mission of love to everyone and those who are receptive of the Word of God will benefit through salvation. 

			Samaria represents the place of someone’s location. We must be willing to go to Samaria as Christ’s instruments of mercy to those who are inflicted by the misery of sin. We must be selfless in reaching the souls of mankind. Now let me say this, I realize that our experiences in our relationship with Christ are not always going to be easy. There are great challenges you will face in your faith walk with Christ. Sometimes you will have to adjust to the hot climate of the valley and desert places. However, I want you to remember in every experience you will gain a greater appreciation of God. The miseries in life will not compare to the glory that will be revealed in you. 

			Misery is a part of ministry, and when I say ministry, I am not just implying the ecclesiastical call, but your position as a Child of God places you in ministry as His servant. The distasteful things we encounter are also part of the process of our perfection. There is an old saying, “You have to take the bitter with the sweet.” In this book, you will discover how mercy ministered to misery and brought a miraculous change. The Samaritan woman was a true personification of misery. Jesus went to the well with a mission in mind; to minister to the Samaritan woman. Now let us journey geographically into Samaria and see what happens when Mercy Meet’s Misery.”

			

	

Chapter 1

			Unfinished Business

			John 4:1-4 (NIV)

			The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. 

			Have you ever started a project and did not get the chance to complete it? I will guarantee this is a common fact with a lot of folks. We start projects then we are distracted, we forget to finish the project. Before you know it, at the end of the day you have started several projects without completing any of them. There are many answers or excuses we could use to explain this. For some it is procrastination, while for others laziness or even lack of prioritizing – or too many irons in the fire. 

			Whatever the reason, Jesus had some unfinished business. Unlike us, our Savior will not start a project and leave it uncompleted. He does not like unfinished works. Heb. 12:2 (NIV) Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down on the right hand of the throne of God. 

			Christ came into the world to die for the sins of humanity. He did not leave earth until His mission was accomplished. Christ will finish everything He started but we must keep our focus on Him through the process. 

			This kind of focus brings revelation and an awareness that Christ is the author and perfecter (finisher KJV) of our faith. When we learn who we are and why we suffer for Christ; it will present a joy within our spirit. The psalmist said it this way…“I will lift my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV). Let us listen to the Apostle Paul’s revelation on the matter. “Being confident of this, He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 (NIV). 

			The Samaritan woman who met Jesus at Jacobs well had unfinished business, and Jesus came to complete the work in her life. The enemy’s time of visitation with her was about to come to an end. Her pain hurt and rejection by others is also about to end. Everything in your life has an expiration date, we must never forget this. God will take the suffering in our life and perfect us through it. The tests, chaos, etc., are indicators of your future victory. 

			Whenever we live victoriously, Satan will immediately present unexpected distractions and obstacles in the way for the purpose to discourage you in hopes that you will abort the promise, yes, your miracle itself. When the prophet Isaiah was instructed by God to visit the potter’s wheel, he saw a work on the wheel being done. The potter was making a vessel, but in the process, he was unpleased with it and he started the process again. 

			Jeremiah 18: 4 (NIV) reads in this manner. “But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as it seemed best to him.” When the potter was shaping the vessel, it became marred in his hands. It is in the process of God working in our life that we experience marring. The definition of “marred,’ in the dictionary indicates a disfigurement. Sometimes the trials and storms ahead bring disfigurement to us spiritually. They leave scars and contusions according to their severity; but through them all, we survive. 

			In the process of God making and shaping us, He may decide to do something different, or start from scratch with us. Remember, we are the clay, and He is the potter. Clay cannot talk! Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, those who are nothing but potsherds among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, “What are you making?” Does your work say, “The potter has no hands”? Isaiah 45:9 (NIV). 

			If we are in the Potter’s (God’s) hands, what does it matter, if we are scarred or disfigured? Do not sweat the small stuff. Stay in His hands and let Him make you into a vessel He can be pleased. Once the vessel has been formed to the potters liking, He prepares to place it in the oven to solidify it. You see, the chipping, reforming; and even the scars you experienced in the potter’s hands was to prepare you for the fire (the oven). Through every alteration and agitation during the process, on the potter’s wheel, you were always in the potter’s hands. Now that’s good news. 

			Jeremiah was so excited about what he saw at the potter’s wheel, that he had to preach about it. The potter was pleased with what he made that he placed it in the oven. Your fiery trials are a result of God honoring you and being pleased with your life. Each test will perfect you and make you more secure in your faith and in God. Remember beloved, God will never place you in the fire before preparing you for it. The fire is the ultimate and final process of solidifying you for use and public display. You are not ready for use until you have been in the oven for a while. 

			After you have been brought out of the oven by the potter, others will behold your splendor and beauty. They will envy you; without realizing what you have been through. Isaiah 61:3 (NIV) reads in this manner…“And provide for those who grieve in Zion to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.” The crown of beauty is bestowed on the victor, the one who can stand the heat. 

			Nothing can purify, like fire. All the unnecessary elements that attached themselves to you are burned in the furnace of affliction. In the furnace of affliction, you become aware of your human frailty and weaknesses. This is the place where the perfection begins; because the heat exposes those elements that are unable to withstand it. The Scripture speaks of the oil of gladness instead of mourning. Biblically, ‘oil’ is symbolic of the anointing. The anointing is prevalent in painful situations in our lives. However, the painful experiences often obstruct us from experiencing the anointing at work on our behalf. 

			Then the prophet speaks of “a garment of praise, instead of a spirit of despair.” God will elevate you from despair into an object of praise for His glory. Instead of complaining, praise. Instead of ranting and raving, worship and thank Him. Thank you, LORD, for the fire! 

			The Samaritan woman’s social dilemma was the reformation element to her deliverance. Every situation in your life is under divine supervision regardless how hopeless it may appear to be. The enemy knows he is defeated, but he does not want you to know. When we approach the enemy with a confidence-knowing his bullying is only an indication of his fear of God within us, our victories will become more prevalent in our lives. Each victory will increase your faith and validate your personal testimony. 

			Your testimony is birthed from your personal experiences. Be aware, you can obtain victory in a situation where you may have failed initially; but in the end, you win the war. The Spirit of God is indestructible, by any opposing force in the earth or any other realm. Therefore, the enemy cannot destroy you because he must destroy God in you, first; and we know that’s impossible. I John 4:4 (NIV) “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” 

			Romans 12:1 (NIV) reads, Therefore, I urge you, brothers in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

			Reformation occurs after transformation has been implemented. When the Samaritan woman started viewing herself as Jesus did, her life changed. Transformation must be conceptualized in the mind before it is performed in the life. The mind is the center of all psychological activity and reasoning. The body acts as a nerve wall to the thoughts on our mind, therefore as I think, I become. Proverbs 23:7 (KJV) “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he; eat and drink saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.”

			Physical sickness is often attributed to thoughts that are out of control running amuck. The Jesus we serve enables us to harness thoughts which could handicap and prevent us from receiving the drink of living water He desires to give to those who are at the well of despair. Deceitful thoughts will produce deceit towards others. Foreign outward actions are a result of foreign thoughts that have been conceived in the mind. Conception ultimately will evolve into birth. We must guard our mental city of foreign invading thoughts trying to take occupancy because they will prevent the peace of God from abiding. 

			Negative, unproductive thinking is a field of dreams of all sorts of chaos, and it can only lead to failure and disappointment. Sometimes we think too hard and too long about a thing. We take it to the extreme and back again and start the process all over. No wonder we are so stressed and edgy. Calm down Samaritan and pull yourself together. You need a drink of living water that will quench your thirst from the things of the world to the things of Christ. 

			Depression and discouragement are often the offspring of negative hopeless thinking. Isaiah 26:3 (NIV) reads…“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.” The King James Version used the word “stayed,” instead of “steadfast,” in the New International Version. The word “stayed,” (KJV) in the Hebrew text gives reference to a gatekeeper. The gatekeeper has full authority to disallow anyone he chooses from entering the premise’s where he stands. Beloved, you are a gatekeeper who has control and authority to keep damaging thoughts out which would try to invade your city (your mind). 

			When we command our thoughts to respond to the Word of God, peace and happiness result. Thoughts of confusion cannot occupy a mind that is inhabited with the peace of God. Our thoughts determine our destination. Where are you headed? To be successful, you must align yourself with successful people. You must learn to think like them, dream like them, and most of all, believe like them. 

			You must be willing to change your circle of friends if needed to achieve and move to the next level. The Samaritan woman was a loner. She had no one she could confide in other than the man she lived with. Scripture does not reveal her current relationship to be the best of relationships, but her life would change forever after her encounter with Christ. We will now review John 4:4-6 (NIV) “Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus as he was tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.” 

			Sychar was not a well-known spot. Many scholars identify Sychar with ancient Shechem (Genesis 33:18). Jacob’s well was the meeting place of Jesus and the Samaritan woman. This has become a Palestinian monument. It was situated on the eastern edge of the valley that separates Mount Gerizim from Mount Ebal. Jesus conversation with the Samaritan woman brought great fame to the city. The Scripture states that He had (NIV) to go through Samaria. Jesus mission was to bring healing to the woman. The result of His witness would involve Him staying in the city for two days and other Samaritans received salvation because of his witness. There are seven attributes of a true witness that Jesus exemplified while ministering to the Samaritan woman. A witness….

			
					Is concerned for the soul.

					Engages in a healthy dialogue with the soul.

					Directs the conversation to the personal need of the soul.

					Reveals the soul their sins and provide an answer to the sin problem.

					Keeps the conversation from diverting from the main issue. 

					Point the soul to Christ as their Lord and Savior.

					Impact the soul in such a way he/she become witnesses to others about Christ.

			

			Following these seven principles will make you become an effective soul-winner for Christ. The Kingdom of God is especially important therefore the ministry of our witness cannot be withheld. We must not allow frivolous excuses to interfere with our mission of winning souls for Christ. Kingdom business is bigger than you and me; and we must decrease from selfish perceptions and ideals so that Christ can increase in the world. 

			Everything we do for others should be done with a spirit of humility; and never conceived by selfish motives or misguided intentions. Do not seek the spotlight but seek servitude instead. Humble yourself and serve God. Put the desires and appetites of the flesh to death; but remember they will not die without a fight; and just when you think the sinful nature is subdued it abruptly shows its ugly head. Therefore, we must rely solely upon Christ for our salvation and healing. 

			The Samaritan woman would soon recognize this fact. Jesus broke every traditional barrier when He witnessed to her. Can you imagine beloved, the masses of people with whom Jesus have unfinished business? The Christian community must become Christ’s ambassadors to those who are at the well. The well today could be the well of familiarity or tradition, or even religion. Perhaps someone is at the well of despair, or depression, addiction, or pornography, or even abuse and neglect. Whatever your well might be, Jesus is standing at the side of it waiting for you to ask of Him a drink. 

			What is your response? Will you serve Him? He is asking you to do so by requesting of you to give Him a drink of water. Do not disqualify yourself by your pain or sin. Christ is fully aware of your sin problem; but He is not deterred by that. He is drawn to you by grace and His mercy is beckoning you to come. The devil is a liar, you are delivered now, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. You must acknowledge once and for all that you will not play into others merriment of your misery. Until you get sick and tired, nothing will change.

			Imagine the Samaritan woman. She was the talk of the city. No one believed in her and she was considered a house wrecker, a bad influence and terrible role model for other young girls. Many people viewed her personal relationship with her lover as unethical and certainly unacceptable. What the good upstanding Samaritans of the city forgot to understand was her pain. It is easy to judge others by appearance. How does that old cliché go? Oh, “don’t judge a book by its color.” 

			Jesus was not disturbed by the Samaritan woman’s social status because He already knew that. Remember, the King James Translations reads…and he must needs go through Samaria (John 4:4). There was an urgency in Jesus Spirit to reach this woman as the urgency remains in His heart to reach you. Jesus knew the Samaritans woman’s outcome. Since He knows our victorious outcome as well, all the other transitions or encounters we face are simply a part of the process but not the final verdict. 

			Since victory is our outcome, the trials and tests are just a walk in the park, if we relax and trust in Christ. I know that sounds easy, but it will take a great deal of discipline and mistakes to recognize how important trusting God is during the process. We must stop looking at the visible and speak in faith until the invisible becomes visible; and the untouchable, becomes touchable. Your faith must override your fear. 

			I am speaking of the kind of faith where you possess the consciousness and vocabulary of Christ. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus Philippians 2:5 (KJV). When we possess these powerful traits, our response to every situation will change. Can you imagine Jesus worrying about anything? He was confident in His person. We must possess the same confidence in the power of Christ, that He’s able to do exceeding abundantly, above all we can ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. Ephesians 3:20b (KJV). 

			Satan is restricted to fully do as he wishes to the people of God. We must recognize our handicapped nemesis and act accordingly in faith. It is time that we put our money where our mouth is when it pertains to the Word of God. Otherwise, we block our progress saying anything without supporting it with faith. What doeth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him? James 2:14 (KJV). 

			Christ consciousness is prevalent in those who possess His thoughts.
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