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DEDICATION

	I dedicate People to Know in Black History & Beyond, first and foremost to Mom, who passed away on March 30, 2020 during the Covid-19 Pandemic. My Mother, Anna Lee, who was 90-years-old lived a fruitful live as the Mother of seven children; the Grandmother of eleven; the Great Grandmother of twenty-two and the Great Great Grandmother of four. She always knew that I would be a leader, a teacher and a role model to all in the community. Mom, I love you and miss you.

	In addition, I dedicate People to Know in Black History & Beyond to the Heroes and Sheroes of the World who have devoted their lives to building a better future for our community with Positivity, Purpose and Progression, along with others who continue to Make the Grade.

	In particular, to the new Heroes and Sheroes who are frontline workers in the fight against COVID-19. I pray for the health and safety of nurses, doctors, medical staff, grocery store workers, police, firefighters, paramedics, and all essential workers during this global pandemic…and beyond. And to the Frontline workers risking their lives and sometimes losing their lives to help us go on living our lives.

	I pray for the families of those Heroes and Sheroes, who were affected by the loss of time and the loss of lives by those they held near and dear to them while they fought a great fight. 
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	PREFACE

	Black Studies can be traced back as far back as the Atlanta University Conferences held from 1898 to 1914. This early formulation was under the auspices of W.E.B. DuBois in marking the inauguration of the first scientific study of the conditions of Black people that covered important aspects of life (e.g., health homes, the question of organization, economic development, higher education, voting).  

	William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was an American sociologist, socialist, historian, civil rights activist, Pan-Africanist, author, writer and editor. Born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, Du Bois grew up in a relatively tolerant and integrated community, and after completing graduate work at the University of Berlin and Harvard, where he was the first African American to earn a doctorate, he became a professor of history, sociology and economics at Atlanta University. Du Bois was one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909.

	As the second African American to earn a doctorate from Harvard, Carter G. Woodson became one of the first scholars of African American history. During his time spent at Harvard, Woodson also became known for writing the contributions of Black Americans into the national spotlight.

	Woodson was born in 1875 to former slaves.  He was unable to attend school for much of his childhood because he had to help his parents financially. He ended up entering high school at the age of 20, completed his studies, and received his diploma two years later. After high school, Woodson taught in West Virginia before earning his undergraduate degree at Berea College. He received a master’s degree from the University of Chicago in 1908, and a Doctor of History from Harvard in 1912. 

	By 1915, Carter G. Woodson who is frequently touted as the “Father of Black History, had founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH) in marking a brave new era for Black curriculum. The group was founded to promote historical research, publish books on Black life and history, promote the study of Black history through clubs and schools and, in a noble effort, to foster harmony between the races by interpreting one history to the other. It was during this period that the Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HCBUs) began to respond to scholarly activities in history and social science.

	The Black Power movement of the late 1960s helped to redefine African American identity and establish a new racial consciousness. As influential as this period was in the study and enhancement of the African Diaspora, this movement spawned the academic discipline known as Black Studies on our college and university campuses. While there are more than 100 Black Studies degree programs nationwide, it can be confirmed that the beginning of this curriculum evolved from a student strike at San Francisco State University in 1968. Young people there forced the establishment of the Division of Ethnic Studies and departments of Black, Asian, Chicano and Native studies.


INTRODUCTION

	People to Know in Black History & Beyond not only presents the accomplishments of hundreds of Heroes and Sheroes but it offers you, the reader, a glimpse of the subject’s background and family structure as it relates to the social and economic pressures that existed during their lifetime. Knowledge is power and by learning about the accomplishments of so many people who were not born privileged, perhaps it will, among other things, help to eradicate many racial stereotypes. It is important that we adults teach the children to understand from whence we came by devoting some time to the study of the history, culture, sociology, religion, and politics of black people in the United States as well as the people of African origin worldwide. 

	In actuality, 90% of the people  featured in this book are descendants of slaves who were brought forcibly to the United States more than four centuries ago.  it not only features African slave descendants but also descendants from many other countries of the African diaspora.

	Intensive academic efforts to reconstruct African American history began in the late 19th century and is discussed by. W. E. B. Du Bois in The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States of America. Mr. Du Bois estimates that, from 1807 to 1862, not less than a quarter of a million of Africans were brought to the United States in defiance of law and humanity.

	People to Know in Black History & Beyond begins its journey in the 18th Century with Community Activists who put their lives on the line for their families, communities and country and brings you right up to present day 21st Century Heroes & Sheroes.

	The 66 featured Men and women have made great contributions to society primarily through education, activism, health & science, parental leadership, religion and economics not only in America but throughout the World. In addition, People to Know in Black History & Beyond highlights 150 of the country’s trendsetters in arts and communications, as well as renowned scientists, athletes and authors.

	There are so many people of all nationalities who have sacrificed and aspired to greatness, whose shoulders we stand on.  They are special people doing special things …people that may have been overlooked, particularly because they were minorities… people who have masterminded things that benefit all the people of the world…beyond Black History.  By understanding their mission and following their example, you may become inspired enough to build your legacy and become an example for future generations to follow. 

	So, whether you are researching Black History or whether you just want to learn more about the building of America, we hope this book will help you appreciate those people who were determined to win at all costs.



	
PART ONE

	NOTABLE PEOPLE 
WHO MAKE THE GRADE

	Part One of PEOPLE TO KNOW IN BLACK HISTORY & BEYOND incorporates those Heroes and Sheroes who have exhibited strong leadership qualities as Parents, Teachers, Students, Community Activists, or in the field of Spirituality, Health & Science and Financial Literacy. 
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	There’s more to life than basketball. The most important thing is your family and taking care of each other and loving each other, no matter what. 
– Stephen Curry

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	CHAPTER ONE – THE PARENT

	Featuring World Renowned Parents 

	According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, a parent is a person who brings up and cares for another. However, being a parent does not necessarily mean that you biologically passed your genetics to a child. A parent can take on different forms, such as stepparent, grandparent, legal guardian, or a combination. 

	Being a parent is a major responsibility. You are in charge of raising an individual to the point of adulthood with the goal of turning him or her into a valuable member of the community. This undertaking requires care, love, understanding and the ability to keep the children on the right path. If done right, it is one of the hardest things you will do, but it also will be one of the most rewarding.

	The parents included in this chapter are positive role models for their children and for many of the children in their communities and throughout the world. They are all celebrities who exemplify the characteristics necessary to shelter and guide their children to become responsible adults. Spirituality is a common denominator present within their households and communication is key.  All of the featured parents, by their own admission, “put family first.” 



	




	KOBE AND VANESSA BRYANT
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	Kobe and Vanessa Bryant got married in 2001, and the couple went on to welcome four beautiful little girls into their world. Kobe was a devoted family man. In the days after the tragic helicopter crash, fans and athletes remembered not only Kobe's incredible legacy as a basketball player but also his reputation as a loving family man who was devoted to his wife, Vanessa, and their daughters.

	Natalia, now 17, was born in 2003, and she became a big sister when Gianna arrived in 2006. A decade later, Kobe, the Philadelphia native and Vanessa, 37, welcomed Bianka, now 3. In January 2019, the pair announced that they were expecting baby No. 4. “Vanessa and I are beyond excited to announce that we are expecting another #mambacita to go along with Natalia, Gianna and Bianka. New Year, New Baby! Baby Mamba on the Way 2019.”

	The couple met when Vanessa was a senior in high school. Her classmates were stunned when she caught the eye of then-20-year-old Los Angeles Lakers star, Kobe Bryant.

	Though many know the Black Mamba as one of the greatest players of all time, not as many know the woman who was by his side since the first years of his career. However,  the Bryants weathered drama on and off the court while growing their family and cementing themselves as one of the most well-known couples in basketball.

	Vanessa Urbieta Cornejo Laine was born on May 5, 1982. Her parents were protective and didn't let her date much.

	Vanessa was born in Huntington Beach, California. The second child of Sofia Laine, Vanessa is of Mexican, and Irish, English, German descent. When Vanessa was three years old her parents divorced and she and her older sister, Sophie were raised by their single mother until a few years later when her mother married businessman Stephen Laine. Vanessa’s last name was legally changed to Laine in 2000 when she took her stepdad’s last name, even though he never adopted her.

	After she got married she changed her name to Vanessa Marie Bryant. In 2002, her mother divorced Stephen Laine and the family lived in Anaheim and Temecula before moving to West Garden Grove. Vanessa attended St. Boniface Parochial School in 1996 and was a member of the varsity cheerleading squad before transferring to Marina High School using her ex-stepfather’s dad’s home address.  

	During the summer before her senior year of high school in 1999, Vanessa was spotted at a concert and asked to appear in a music video alongside rappers Snoop Dogg and Tha Eastsidaz for their song "G'd Up"; she wore a metallic bikini for her debut as a music-video model. Shortly after the shoot, the 17-year-old was called to appear in another music video. That's when she met 20-year-old Los Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant.

	Kobe asked Vanessa for her number on November 28, 1999, and the pair went to Disneyland on their first date, with bodyguards trailing them at the park. Vanessa soon became widely known as Kobe's other half, and their relationship caused a stir while she was attending her senior year at Marina High School in Huntington Beach, California. She brought pictures of Kobe to school, and her classmates would all be extremely excited. Vanessa would let them look at the pictures, but they couldn't touch them. Kobe would send roses to the school office and pick up Vanessa from class in his Mercedes. Vanessa graduated with honors in 2000. 

	Vanessa became a fixture at Kobe's side in appearances, at games and on red carpets before he proposed at her 18th birthday party, just six months after they met. In April 2001, less than two years after they first met, the couple got married at St. Edward the Confessor Catholic Church in Southern California's Dana Point. The ceremony was intimate and had only 12 attendants, Neither Kobe's parents nor his sisters went to the wedding because they disapproved of him getting married so young and to someone who was not African American.

	As Kobe's star continued to rise, Vanessa was by his side. The couple thrilled fans when they announced in September 2002 that they were expecting a daughter. The couple's first child, Natalia Diamante Bryant, was born on January 19, 2003. Natasha’s middle name was an acknowledgement of Vanessa's love of diamonds. Three years after the birth of their first child, Gianna Bryant was born on May 1, 2006. Kobe stated, "The arrival of our daughter early this morning is an incredible blessing for me and my family. We are all full of beautiful emotions after what has been such an incredible day."

	As Kobe continued to dominate the court, the couple turned to philanthropic efforts to give back to Los Angeles. In 2007, the couple expanded their philanthropic reach when they established the Vivo Foundation, which would later become known as the Kobe and Vanessa Bryant Foundation. The organization's mission statement says it is dedicated to helping children and families in need with financial and educational resources and "encouraging young people to stay active through sports."

	The Bryants would later double their efforts in 2011 by founding a charitable organization that sought to fight homelessness and support homeless for youth in Los Angeles. In addition to their groups, the Bryants supported various other charities, including Stand Up to Cancer and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

	Vanessa and the couple's daughters were a fixture in the audience at Kobe's games. Sitting courtside was one of the many perks the family had access to when Kobe was the highest-paid player in the NBA.

	In 2016, Kobe and Vanessa welcomed their third daughter, Bianka Bryant, shortly before the basketball star announced his retirement. Three years later, the couple welcomed their fourth daughter in 2019, Capri Kobe Bryant.

	Vanessa and her daughters were a focal point of Kobe's growing image as a family man as the retired player focused on working with charities and women's sports. The former Lakers player tried to foster a love of sports in his daughters, and Gianna said she wanted to carry on her father's basketball legacy.  The new chapter of Kobe's career expanded on the family's existing efforts to encourage young athletes, and the father of four initially pulled away from basketball but became more involved in it as his daughter Gianna showed a flourishing interest in the sport. Vanessa stated that the 13-year-old Gianna could have become "the best player in the WNBA.” Kobe coached his daughter's team, the Mambas, and established the Mamba Sports Academy, which hosts a wide variety of athletes for holistic training, practices, and tournaments alongside NBA and WNBA players.

	Kobe Bean Bryant (August 23, 1978 - January 26, 2020) won five NBA championships and the 2008 MVP Award with the Los Angeles Lakers. Although later seasons were marred by injuries, he surpassed Michael Jordan for third place on the NBA all-time scoring list in December 2014 and retired in 2016 after scoring 60 points in his final game. On January 26, 2020, Kobe Bryant was in a helicopter crash that killed him his 13-year-old daughter, Gigi, and seven others.

	Kobe Bryant was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania the youngest of three children and the only son of former NBA player Joe Bryant and Pamela Cox Bryant. He was also the maternal nephew of NBA player John "Chubby" Cox. His parents named him after the famous beef of Kobe, Japan, which they saw on a restaurant menu. His middle name, Bean, was derived from his father's nickname "Jellybean." Kobe's family was Catholic and he had always practiced his faith. 

	Kobe started playing basketball when he was aged three, and the Lakers were his favorite team when he was growing up. In 1984, after ending his NBA career, the elder Bryant took the family to Italy, where he played in the Italian League. Kobe was six years old at the time. After two years, they moved first to Reggio Calabria, then to Pistoia and Reggio Emilia. Kobe became accustomed to his new lifestyle and learned to speak fluent Italian. He was especially fond of Reggio Emilia, which he considered a loving place and where some of his best childhood memories were made. Kobe began to play basketball seriously while living in Reggio Emilia. Kobe’s grandfather would mail videos of NBA games for Bryant to study. Another source of inspiration was animated European films about sports, from which he learned more about basketball. He also learned to play soccer and his favorite soccer team was A.C. Milan. Growing up in Italy alongside two athletic older sisters, Shaya and Sharia, Kobe became an avid player of both basketball and soccer. During summers, Kobe would come back to the United States to play in a basketball summer league. 

	When Kobe was thirteen, he and his family moved back to Philadelphia, where he enrolled in eighth grade at Bala Cywynd Middle School. Kobe earned national recognition as the top high-school basketball player in the country during a spectacular high school career at Lower Merion High School in Ardmore, located in the Philadelphia suburb of Lower Merion. He played on the varsity basketball team as a freshman. Kobe Bryant became the first freshman in decades to start for Lower Merion's varsity team, but the team finished with a 4–20 record. The following three years, the Aces compiled a 77–13 record, with Kobe playing all five positions. During his junior year, he averaged 31.1 points, 10.4 rebounds, 5.2 assists, 3.8 blocks and 2.3 steals and was named Pennsylvania Player of the Year while also earning a fourth-team Parade All-American nomination, attracting attention from college recruiters in the process. Duke, Michigan, North Carolina and Villanova were at the top of his list. However, after high schooler Kevin Garnett went in the first round of the 1995 NBA draft; Kobe also began contemplating going directly to the pros. 

	At Adidas ABCD Camp, Bryant earned the 1995 senior MVP award while playing alongside future NBA teammate Lamar Odom. While in high school, then 76ers coach John Lucas invited Kobe to work out and scrimmage with the team, where he played one-on-one with Jerry Stackhouse. In his senior year of high school, Bryant led the Aces to their first state championship in 53 years. During the run, he averaged 30.8 points, 12 rebounds, 6.5 assists, 4 steals, and 3.8 blocked shots in leading the Aces to a 31–3 record. Bryant ended his high school career as Southeastern Pennsylvania's all-time leading scorer at 2,883 points, surpassing both Wilt Chamberlain and Lionel Simmons. 

	Kobe Bryant received several awards for his outstanding performance during his senior year at Lower Merion. These included being named Naismith High School Player of the Year, Gatorade Men's National Basketball Player of the Year, a McDonald's All-American, a first-team Parade All-American and a USA Today All-USA First Team player. Ultimately, the 17-year-old Kobe Bryant made the decision to go directly into the NBA, becoming only the sixth player in NBA history to do so. Kobe 's news was met with a lot of publicity at a time when prep-to-pro NBA players were not very common (Garnett being the only exception in 20 years). His basketball skills and SAT score of 1080 would have ensured admission to any college he chose, but he did not officially visit any campuses. 

	Upon graduation, he declared for the 1996 NBA draft and was selected by the Charlotte Hornets with the 13th overall pick; the Hornets then traded him to the Lakers. As a rookie, Bryant earned himself a reputation as a high-flyer and a fan favorite by winning the 1997 Slam Dunk Contest, and he was named an All-Star by his second season. In his second season with the Lakers, Kobe Bryant was voted a starter for the 1998 All-Star Game, becoming the youngest All-Star in NBA history at 19. The shooting guard then teamed up with superstar center Shaquille O'Neal to win three consecutive NBA championships and was voted first-team all-NBA from 2002-2004. He also inked multi-year endorsement deals with Adidas, Sprite and other top sponsors.

	After the Lakers lost the 2004 NBA Finals, O'Neal was traded and Bryant became the cornerstone of the Lakers. Although the Lakers struggled after O'Neal left in 2004, Bryant performed brilliantly. He scored 81 points, the second-highest single-game mark in NBA history, 

	He led the NBA in scoring during the 2005–06 and 2006–07 seasons. In 2006, he scored a career-high 81 points against the Toronto Raptors; the second most points scored in a single game in league history, behind Wilt Chamberlain's 100-point game in 1962. 

	In 2008, Kobe Bryant was named Most Valuable Player and carried his team to the NBA Finals, where they lost to the Boston Celtics. In the 2009 NBA Finals, the Lakers beat the Orlando Magic to win the championship. Shortly afterward, Kobe was part of the memorial service to honor friend and music superstar Michael Jackson. The following year, the Lakers won their second straight title by defeating the Celtics.

	At 34 years and 104 days of age, Kobe Bryant became the youngest player in league history to reach 30,000 career points. He became the all-time leading scorer in Lakers franchise history on February 1, 2010, surpassing Jerry West. Kobe was also the first guard in NBA history to play at least 20 seasons. His 18 All-Star designations are the second most all time, while it is the record for most consecutive appearances as a starter. Kobe Bryant's four All-Star MVP Awards are tied with Bob Pettit for the most in NBA history. He gave himself the nickname "Black Mamba" in the mid-2000s, and the epithet became widely adopted by the general public.

	Kobe Bryant led the team to two consecutive championships in 2009 and 2010, and was named NBA Finals MVP on both occasions. He played on both the 2008 and 2012 U.S. Olympic teams, winning consecutive gold medals with teammates Kevin Durant, LeBron James and Carmelo Anthony, among several other top players. In 2012, Bryant was honored as one of the 35 Greatest McDonald's All-Americans. 

	Kobe continued to be among the top players in the league through 2013, when he suffered a torn Achilles tendon at age 34.  Kobe worked hard to return to the court before fracturing his knee just six games into the 2013-2014 season. The veteran All-Star surpassed Michael Jordan for third all-time on the NBA scoring list in December 2014, but his season ended due to injury for the third straight year when he sustained a torn rotator cuff in January 2015. 

	Although Bryant returned in time for the start of the 2015-2016 NBA season, he personally struggled alongside his young Lakers teammates. In November 2015, he announced that he would retire at the end of the season. "This season is all I have left to give," he wrote on The Players' Tribune website. "My heart can take the pounding. My mind can handle the grind, but my body knows it's time to say goodbye."

	The announcement drew a strong reaction, particularly from NBA Commissioner Adam Silver. "With 17 NBA All-Star selections, an NBA MVP, five NBA championships with the Lakers, two Olympic gold medals and a relentless work ethic, Kobe Bryant is one of the greatest players in the history of our game," Silver said in a statement. "Whether competing in the finals or hoisting jump shots after midnight in an empty gym, Kobe has an unconditional love for the game."

	On April 13, 2016, Bryant dazzled a sold-out crowd at the Staples Center and fans everywhere in the last game of his career, scoring 60 points and leading the Lakers to a win against the Utah Jazz. It was Bryant’s sixth 60-point game of his career.

	An all-star lineup of Laker icons also paid tribute to Bryant, including O’Neal, Phil Jackson, Pau Gasol, Derek Fisher, Lamar Odom and Magic Johnson. "We are here to celebrate greatness for 20 years," Johnson said. "Excellence for 20 years. Kobe Bryant has never cheated the game, never cheated us as the fans. He has played through injury; he has played hurt. And we have five championship banners to show for it."

	Kobe Bryant announced his retirement from the Lakers with a poem on The Players' Tribune website, titled "Dear Basketball." The athletic great soon sought the best in other fields to turn his poem into a short film, including Disney animator Glen Keane and composer John Williams. The result was a beautifully rendered five-minute, 20-second film, which debuted at the 2017 Tribeca Film Festival. In 2018, Kobe Bryant won the Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film for his 2017 film Dear Basketball.

	Among their philanthropic endeavors, the Bryants partnered with the non-profit After-School All-Stars as part of the Kobe & Vanessa Bryant Family Foundation. Kobe also ran an annual summer camp called the Kobe Basketball Academy.

	Kobe Bryant won five NBA titles with the Los Angeles Lakers while establishing himself as one of the game's all-time greats. on January 26, 2020 Kobe Bean Bryant at age 41, along with his 13-year-old daughter Gianna died tragically in a helicopter crash in Calabasas. Vanessa and Kobe Bryant were married for 19 years before Kobe’s sudden death.

	During her husband’s and daughter’s memorial service Vanessa, spoke about her "soulmate" Kobe, describing him as a doting dad and devoted husband who went above and beyond the basketball legend the public admired. "He was my sweet husband and the beautiful father of our children," Vanessa said. "He was mine. He was my everything. Kobe loved me more than I could ever put into words. We balanced each other out. I have no idea how I deserved a man that loved and wanted me more than Kobe. God knew they couldn't be on this Earth without each other. He had to bring them home to have them together. Babe, you take care of our Gigi. I got Nani, BB, and Coco. We are still the best team."



	




	Stephen and Ayesha Curry
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	Stephen and Ayesha Curry are parents to two beautiful daughters, Ryan and Riley, and one handsome son, Canon. Stephen Curry may dominate on a basketball court, but at home he and his wife, Ayesha, play man-to-man defense to keep up with their three active children. Stephen Curry isn't a superhero, but he plays one on TV. The Golden State Warriors point guard's marksmanship has earned him wide acclaim as the best basketball player on the planet. Yet, when he's not busy winning league MVP awards or NBA championships, he is the loving husband of Ayesha and doting dad of three children.

	Steph and Ayesha tied the knot on July 30, 2011. Just before the newlyweds celebrated their first anniversary Ayesha gave birth to their first child, a daughter named Riley, on July 19, 2012. Ayesha described her as a "borderline honeymoon baby." 

	In January, the couple announced in an Instagram post that they were expecting their second child. Steph wrote, "Didn't think it was possible but My #WCW just got even sexier! Baby #2 on the way. Been blessed beyond belief already and I praise Him daily! God is great!" The doting dad continued to gush when Ryan Carson Curry made her debut on July 12, 2015. 

	Three years later, the Curry family revealed in a February Instagram post that their family would grow to five. Ayesha Curry gave birth to the couple’s first son, Canon W. Jack Curry, on July 2, 2018. All three of the Curry children were born in July, three years apart.

	The Currys agree that parenthood is a full-time job in itself. They feel that the amount of stuff you get done in a day is insane. They wonder what they were doing with their time before they had children. It's an event just to get all of them out of the house at once. When they get in the car and have brought everything they need, and everybody has socks on, it's like a dream come true.

	Ayesha Disa Curry, born March 23, 1989 is the daughter of John and Carol (Chin) Alexander and has four siblings: Maria, Janiece, Jaz and Chad. Her mother is of Afro-Jamaican and Chinese-Jamaican descent while her father is of mixed African-American and Polish descent. She was born and raised in Toronto.  At age 12, Ayesha acted as the love interest in the music video for "Too Young for Love" by Suga Prince (now known as Sevn Thomas). 

	When Ayesha was 14, her family moved to Charlotte, North Carolina. She first gained an interest in cooking at a young age. With her mother operating a salon in the basement of their home, Ayesha would watch as her babysitter cooked Trinidadian curry and roti and brought it down to customers. 

	After graduating from Weddington High School, Ayesha moved to Los Angeles to become an actress, appearing in mostly bit parts. She was in a film short Underground Street Flippers (2009), The TV movie Dan's Detour of Life (2008), was Girl #1 in the direct to DVD movie Love for Sale (2008). Ayesha also had guest roles in several television shows and movies. 

	Ayesha and Stephen met in a church youth group in Charlotte when they were 15 and 14 years old. It wasn't until years later when Ayesha was pursuing her acting career in Hollywood and Stephen was visiting for an awards show, that the two started dating. Ayesha soon moved back to Charlotte, close to where Stephen was playing college basketball at Davidson College. As of 2016, they resided in Walnut Creek, California. In July 2019, Steph Curry paid $31 million for a home in Atherton, California

	Steph's family had moved back to Charlotte, North Carolina in 2002 after his father Dell retired from the NBA. That's when Steph Curry would meet Ayesha Alexander, a fellow member of the youth group at the Central Church of God. Ayesha wasn't allowed to date in high school but found another way to convey her interest — a mutual love of candy, specifically Maynards Fuzzy Peach. The Toronto native would share the treats from her home country with Steph. That's how she would flirt with him, in a way. She would find him after church, barely say two words, and walk away. He would look at her like 'God, she's so lame.' He clearly liked it… It definitely left an impression.

	Ayesha graduated from high school early and at 17-years-old moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career. By then Steph had started to make a name for himself in the basketball world, having just led his Davidson Wildcats to the NCAA tournament's Elite Eight. When he got an opportunity to attend a basketball camp in L.A. he decided to look up Ayesha on Facebook for a reunion. 

	She declined but left the door open for a meeting if he was ever in the area again. The following week, while in town again for the ESPY awards, he tried his luck. This time she agreed and the two spent their first date drinking chai tea lattes and hitting up Hollywood tourist spots like the Walk of Fame and Kodak Theatre. 

	Ayesha moved back to Charlotte and the pair officially started dating. A year later, Steph declared for the NBA draft and was selected seventh overall by the Golden State Warriors. Despite moving out to Oakland without his love, the two remained closely connected.

	Two years into their relationship, Steph decided to take things to the next level. The couple stopped at his parents' house after his sister's volleyball match, supposedly to pick up a board game. Instead, he surprised Ayesha with a sweet and sentimental proposal in the driveway. 

	Steph and Ayesha tied the knot in the same church where they met in 2002, nine years before. 

	After their marriage Ayesha started a food blog, despite not having any professional chef training. Her culinary career started in 2014, when she prepared her first meal as a YouTube instructional cooking demonstration on her channel Little Lights of Mine, which sells its own brand of extra virgin olive oil, from which 10% of all proceeds are donated to the charity No Kid Hungry. Ayesha Curry is also the author of several videos on her channel. 

	In May 2016 Steph Curry paid homage to his wife as he received the first unanimous MVP award in NBA history. "None of this is possible without you," he said. "You've given me the opportunity to go out here and work as hard as I do, spend the hours I need to do at the gym, during practice, in games, on the road – all the while holding down the house and doing the little things that keep our family going."

	That same year, Ayesha Curry collaborated with chef Michael Mina in The Mina Test Kitchen of International Smoke, a Bay Area pop-up restaurant, and released her cookbook "The Seasoned Life." 

	On September 20, 2017, Ayesha Curry was named as a spokesperson for CoverGirl, becoming the first spokesperson for the brand who is not an actress or singer.  

	In 2019 The Mina/Curry International Smoke restaurant opened another location at One Paseo in Carmel Valley, San Diego. 

	On Mother's Day 2019, Stephen Curry revealed a special edition of his “Under Armour” signature Curry 3Zero's dedicated to the real "Chef Curry," Ayesha. The colorway matched her recently published cookbook. In 2013 Steph had signed with the footwear and apparel company through 2024. His signature Under Armour shoe is one of the top selling basketball shoes in the world.

	Wardell Stephen "Steph" Curry II was born March 14, 1988 in Akron, Ohio. Stephen is the son of Sonya Adams Curry, a former volleyball player and a current school administrator and Dell Curry, former NBA player with the Cleveland Cavaliers.  Like Steph, his younger brother, Seth, is also an NBA player, and his younger sister, Sydel, played volleyball at Elon University. 

	The Curry siblings grew up in Charlotte, North Carolina, where their father spent most of his NBA career with the Charlotte Hornets. Dell often took Steph and Seth to his games, where they would shoot with the Hornets during warm-ups. 

	The family briefly relocated to Toronto, where Dell finished out his career as a member of the Raptors. During this time, Steph played for the Queensway Christian College boys' basketball team, leading them to an undefeated season. He was also a member of Toronto 5–0, a club team that plays across Ontario, pitting him against future fellow NBA players Cory Joseph and Kelly Olynyk. Steph Curry led the team to a 33–4 record, en route to winning the provincial championship. 

	Following Dell's retirement, the family moved back to Charlotte and Steph enrolled at Charlotte Christian School, where he was named all-conference, all-state, and led his team to three conference titles and three state playoff appearances. Because of his father's storied career at Virginia Tech, Steph wanted to play college basketball for the Hokies, but was only offered a walk-on spot due in part to his slender 160-pound frame. 

	Steph Curry grew up immersed in basketball as the son of 16-year NBA veteran sharpshooter Dell Curry. Steph learned the intricacies of the game from his father. However, his keen shooting and high “basketball IQ” were not enough to persuade college coaches to overlook his wiry frame and unremarkable 6-foot height. Steph did not receive scholarship offers from major college basketball programs; so he ultimately chose to attend Davidson College, which had aggressively recruited him since the tenth grade. 

	Davidson (North Carolina) College, had an enrollment of fewer than 2,000 students. Stephen Curry quickly made his mark, however, averaging 21.5 points per game as a freshman to lead all first-year players in the country. As a team member for the Davidson Wildcats, Steph was twice named Southern Conference Player of the Year and set the all-time scoring record for both Davidson and the Southern Conference. 

	During his sophomore season in 2007-2008, Steph again led the Southern Conference in scoring, averaging 25.5 points per game while adding 4.7 rebounds per game and 2.8 assists per game. He led the Wildcats to a 26–6 regular season record, and a 20–0 conference record. 

	Steph Curry became a national sensation when he led 10th-seeded Davidson on an improbable run to the Elite Eight of the National Collegiate Athletic Association men’s top-division basketball championship tournament in a performance that featured what would soon be recognized as his signature shot: a three-pointer from well outside the line. As a result of Curry's exceptional play, Davidson earned its third straight NCAA Tournament bid. Steph also set the single-season NCAA record for three-pointers made.

	His junior season average of 28.6 points per game led the country, and he was named a consensus first-team All-American. He was then selected by the Golden State Warriors of the National Basketball Association (NBA) with the seventh overall pick in the 2009 NBA Draft. Steph Curry finished his rookie season with 166 three-pointers, which were the most ever by a rookie in NBA history. 

	Steph made an immediate impact with the Warriors, becoming the team’s starting point guard and averaging 17.5 points per game in his first season. A series of ankle sprains led to Steph’s playing just 26 games in the 2011–12 season, and he underwent off-season ligament surgery. He then signed a modest four-year $44 million contract extension that allowed Golden State to surround its budding star with other talented players. 

	A six-time NBA All-Star, Curry has been named the NBA Most Valuable Player (MVP) twice and won three NBA championships with the Warriors. Many players and analysts have called him the greatest shooter in NBA history. He is credited with revolutionizing the game of basketball by inspiring teams to regularly utilize the three-point shot. 

	During the 2012–13 season, Curry set the NBA record for three-pointers made in a regular season, with 272 and earned his first All-Star selection. 

	In 2014–15 Steph was named the league’s Most Valuable Player (MVP). In the following postseason, he propelled the Warriors to the franchise’s first title in 40 years over the Cleveland Cavaliers. The following season, he became the first player in NBA history to be elected MVP by a unanimous vote and to lead the league in scoring while shooting above 50–40–90.

	He surpassed his record in 2015 with 286, and again in 2016 with 402. Steph Curry is currently third in all-time made three-pointers in NBA history, and alongside teammate Klay Thompson, the pair have earned the nickname of the Splash Brothers; in 2013–14, they set the record for combined three-pointers in an NBA season with 484, a record they broke the following season (525). Again in the 2015–16 season (678), the Warriors broke the record for the most wins in an NBA season en route to reaching the 2016 NBA Finals, which they lost to the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

	On July 1, 2017, Steph Curry agreed to a five-year, $201 million extension with the Warriors, becoming the first NBA player to sign a supermax contract worth over $200 million. He officially signed the contract on July 25. 

	On December 1, 2017 he scored 23 points and passed Jason Kidd for eighth place on the “career three-pointers made” list in a 133–112 win over the Orlando Magic. On December 4, in a 125–115 win over the New Orleans Pelicans, Steph Curry hit five three-pointers to become the fastest NBA player to achieve the milestone of 2,000 career three-pointers, achieving that mark in just 597 games, 227 less than the previous fastest player to achieve that mark, Ray Allen. In that same game, Steph injured his right ankle and subsequently missed 11 games, returning to action on December 30 and scoring 38 points with a season-high 10 3-pointers in a 141–128 win over the Memphis Grizzlies. Steph shot 13 for 17 and 10 of 13 from deep in 26 minutes for his ninth 30-point game of the season. It also marked his ninth career game with 10 or more 3s, the most by any player in NBA history. 

	On January 6, 2018 in a 121–105 win over the Los Angeles Clippers, Steph Curry scored 45 points in three quarters. On January 25th, he scored 25 points in a 126–113 win over the Minnesota Timberwolves. Steph became the fifth player in Warriors history to score 14,000 points, ending the game with 14,023 and joining Wilt Chamberlain (17,783), Rick Barry (16,447), Paul Arizin (16,266) and Chris Mullin (16,235) on the franchise list. On January 27, he scored 49 points—with 13 of those over the final 1:42—and hit eight 3-pointers, lifting the Warriors past the Boston Celtics 109–105. 

	Steph Curry helped the Warriors return to the NBA Finals in 2017, 2018 and 2019, winning back-to-back titles in 2017 and 2018. As of January 2019, Steph Curry ranks third in NBA history in career three-point field goal percentage and holds four of the top five seasons in terms of total three-pointers made. He is also the fastest player in league history to make 2,000 career three-pointers. 

	Steph is considered by many to be the greatest shooter in NBA history. He is credited with revolutionizing the game of basketball by inspiring basketball teams, from high school to the NBA, to regularly utilize the three-point shot. Analysts have referred to him as "the Michael Jordan of the three-point era," stating that he did for the three-point shot what Jordan did for the dunk. 

	A seemingly perfect marriage like Ayesha and Steph Curry's doesn't happen without putting in lots of work. The biggest thing is they have great role models. Both of their parents are still married and have been married for 30-plus years, and the one thing that their parents all shared with the couple—some through learning it the hard way, some through just making sure that they do it—is just making sure that they put each other first, even before the children, as tough as that sounds. So, like their parents, Ayesha and Steph have put their relationship ahead of any other commitments – including their children.

	Stephen and Ayesha Curry are devoted Christians who have been outspoken about their Christian faith. Steph spoke about his faith during his MVP speech by saying, "People should know who I represent and why I am who I am, and that's because of my Lord and Savior." He also said the reason that he pounds his chest and points up is that he has a "heart for God" and as a reminder that he plays for God. 

	Ayesha Curry speaks of her faith, saying: "It's the foundation for everything that I do, really. … With my relationship with my husband, it's what it's founded on.” When Steph decided to play basketball, Ayesha had the same conversation with him that he had with her. 'Whatever you do, do it well, but do it for God. I think that's what has kept us grounded. When I started my blog called 'Little Lights of Mine,' my whole goal was to do the things I wanted to do, but all while being a light for Him." 

	In 2012, Steph Curry started donating three insecticide-treated mosquito nets for every three-pointer he made to the United Nations Foundation's Nothing But Nets campaign to combat malaria. He was first introduced to the malaria cause by Davidson teammate Bryant Barr when they were both in school. Steph visited the White House in 2015 and delivered a five-minute speech to dignitaries as part of President Barack Obama's launch of his President's Malaria Initiative strategy for 2015–2020. 

	Also in 2015, after winning the MVP award following his impressive season, Steph donated his prize vehicle—a 2016 Kia Sorento—to the East Oakland Youth Development Center, a local non-profit organization located in the backyard of Oracle Arena.

	In October 2018, Steph Curry signed on as executive producer of the film Breakthrough, released in April 2019. Steph was also executive producer of the film Emanuel, released in select theaters on June 17, 2019. The film focuses on the responses of family members of victims of the 2015 Charleston church shooting.  

	Founded in September 2019 by three-time NBA champion and two-time MVP Stephen Curry and entrepreneur, host and The New York Times bestselling author Ayesha Curry, Eat. Learn. Play. Foundation seeks to unleash the potential of every child and pave the way for amazing kids and bright futures. Ayesha and Steph Curry are passionate about giving back to the community and they have teamed up to do just that with their new foundation, while teaching their children about life’s values.



	




	GEORGE EDWARD FOREMAN
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	George Edward Foreman (January 10, 1949) remains the oldest world heavyweight champion in history, and the second oldest in any weight class after Bernard Hopkins (at light heavyweight). He retired in 1997 at the age of 48, with a final record of 76 wins (68 knockouts) and 5 losses.

	George Foreman was born in the town of Marshall Texas. He was raised by his mother, Nancy Foreman, and his stepfather J.D. Foreman who his mother married after he was born. George’s biological father was Leroy Moorehead. George had a brother, Roy Foreman.

	He’s a two-time heavyweight boxing champion; But George Foreman will be the first to tell you the most important title he’s ever held is “Dad.” George realizes how swiftly and hopes his kids don’t make the same mistakes that he did through his many decades from being a teenager up to a grandfather. 

	George’s children are the one thing he’s most proud of, in his heart. Some of them have gone on to stand the test, to get a college education, and that’s the hardest thing in the world to achieve; but most of all they’re good parents, and that’s what is so important to him. George feels that when you’re raising children, you’ve got to understand that you should put certain things first. Time is number one, embracing is number two, and never allowing them out of your life, that’s number three.  Don’t ever let them think that they’re going to someday be out of your life. You’ve got to understand that each child is different, and you’ve got to treat them differently.  

	George has had to stop what he was doing professionally a lot of times and say, “No, I just can’t do it, my child is graduating from school.” He knew that he had to be there for them, even if it meant sitting out on the field watching them perform when it was freezing; and when he could be making $100,000 at some special appearance. George’s decisions would be made so his children would know that they were number one in his life.

	George Foreman has been married to Mary Joan Martelly since 1985. He had four previous marriages: to Adrienne Calhoun from 1971 to 1974, Cynthia Lewis from 1977 to 1979, Sharon Goodson from 1981 to 1982, and Andrea Skeete from 1982 to 1985. 

	George Foreman has 12 children: five sons and seven daughters. His five sons are George Jr., George III ("Monk"), George IV ("Big Wheel"), George V ("Red"), and George VI ("Little Joey"). On his website, Foreman explains, "I named all my sons George Edward Foreman so they would always have something in common. I say to them, 'If one of us goes up, then we all go up together, and if one goes down, we all go down together!' He also tells people, “If you’re going to get hit as many times as I’ve been hit by Mohammad Ali, Joe Frazier, Ken Norton, Evander Holyfield - you’re not going to remember many names. 

	George III, as with his father, has pursued a career in boxing and entrepreneurship. George IV appeared on the second season of American Grit, where he placed seventh. 

	The two daughters from his marriage are Natalia and Leola. His three daughters from a separate relationship are Michi; Freeda, who had a 5–1 record as a pro boxer, retired in 2001, and died in 2019 at age 42. He adopted a daughter, Isabella Brandie Lilja (Foreman), in 2009, and another, Courtney Isaac (Foreman), in 2012. Isabella Foreman lives in Sweden, where she has blogged since 2010 under the name of BellaNeutella. 

	An impoverished youth, Foreman often bullied younger children and didn't like getting up early for school. He became a mugger and brawler on the hard streets of Houston's Fifth Ward by age 15. 

	Luckily, he was saved by the Lyndon B. Johnson Job Corps, a program developed to help disadvantaged kids by teaching them vocational job skills. Foreman traveled to California which is where he met Doc Broaddus, who was a Job Corps counselor and a boxing coach. It was Broaddus who encouraged Foreman to become a boxer.

	Once he began to train at the gym, Foreman rapidly established an impressive amateur record. The culmination of his amateur boxing career came at the 1968 Summer Olympics in Mexico City, where he won a gold medal in only his 25th amateur fight. He got extra attention when he brandished an American flag after his win. In 1969, Foreman turned professional and within two years, he was ranked the No. 1 challenger by the WBA and WBC. By 1972, Foreman had a perfect 37-0 record which included 35 knockouts.

	Foreman won the world heavyweight title with a second-round knockout of then-undefeated Joe Frazier in 1973. He got his shot at the world heavyweight championship when he fought Joe Frazier on January 22, 1973, in Kingston, Jamaica. Frazier was the favorite going into the bout, but Foreman knocked him down six times enroute to a second-round knockout. An unprecedented TV audience watched Foreman become the champ because the fight was HBO Boxing's first-ever broadcast.

	After becoming the champion, Foreman successfully defended his title twice. He beat Puerto Rican heavyweight champion Jose Roman in only 50 seconds, which at the time was the shortest heavyweight championship match ever. Foreman also beat Ken Norton, who had just beaten Muhammad Ali, in a mere two rounds. Winning those two fights then set up one of the most famous fights in history: "The Rumble in the Jungle" between Foreman and Muhammad Ali in 1974. 

	After not fighting in 1975, Foreman returned to boxing and won five consecutive fights, all by knockout. Then in Puerto Rico on March 17, 1977, Foreman lost in a decision to Jimmy Young. It was in his dressing room after the fight that Foreman had a religious experience, what he referred to as an epiphany, that changed his life forever. Unable to secure another title opportunity, Foreman decided to retire after his loss to Jimmy Young.

	Foreman gave up boxing, and became a born-again Christian, devoting his life to God, charity and his family. He was ordained a minister in 1978 and began preaching in his hometown of Houston, Texas. In 1980, Foreman founded The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1984, he founded the George Foreman Youth and Community Center, a non-denominational place for kids who needed direction like he once did.

	However, by the mid-1980s, Foreman was running out of money and people around him were advising him to close the Youth and Community Center. Foreman saw how much the Center was helping people, so he was determined to do what was necessary to keep it open. So, in 1987, after not fighting for almost 10 years to the day, Foreman returned to the ring.

	While there was no shortage of detractors, Foreman proved them all wrong when he kept piling up win after win. In fact, Foreman had won 24 consecutive fights during his comeback, including 22 by knockout. Now at age 42, Foreman's success and popularity earned him a chance at the title against unbeaten Evander Holyfield. The fight went the full 12 rounds and while Holyfield won in a decision, Foreman gained a great deal of credibility.

	After more than a year out of the ring, On Nov. 5, 1994, Foreman took on the new champ, Michael Moorer, and knocked him out in the 10th round. With the victory, at the age of 45, Foreman became the oldest fighter ever to win the heavyweight crown, as well as the boxer with the most time between one world championship and the next. Foreman gave away his titles in 1995, after defending them against Axel Schultz and refusing a rematch. 

	Foreman has been inducted into the World Boxing Hall of Fame and International Boxing Hall of Fame. The International Boxing Research Organization rates Foreman as the eighth greatest heavyweight of all time. In 2002, he was named one of the 25 greatest fighters of the past 80 years by The Ring magazine. The Ring ranked him as the ninth greatest puncher of all time. He was a ringside analyst for HBO's boxing coverage for twelve years until 2004. 

	Outside boxing, Foreman is a successful entrepreneur and known for his promotion of the George Foreman Grill, which has sold more than 100 million units worldwide. In 1999, he sold the naming rights to the grill for $138 million. 

	George Foreman is a retired American boxer and highly successful entrepreneur who has a net worth of $300 million. Foreman tends to his ministry at The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ where he preaches four times a week. He also loves spending free time with his family on his 40-acre estate in Marshall, Texas.



	




	BORIS KODJOE AND NICOLE ARI PARKER
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	Nicole Ari Parker and Boris Kodjoe met and fell in love on the set of Showtime’s “Soul Food.” When Boris walked into their first rehearsal, Nicole thought of him as the really hot guy that got to play her boyfriend in the first couple of episodes. The couple got married on May 21, 2005.

	Before she met Boris, Nicole detailed the conversation she had with God and the work she had  to put in to prepare her for what she asked for. Some of the work included self-reflection, self-care (physically and mentally) and forgiveness.

	Nicole and Boris are one of Hollywood’s most buzzed-about couples who get asked that whole secret-to-their-marriage-success question often. She chalks their lasting love up to the little things. And making out, of course. She’s also concluded that being happy with yourself affects pretty much everything else, stating, “I think as I mature, because we’re going on 14 years married, I know that I’m going to have to bring my own happiness to the dinner table. It’s so much better when something wonderful happened to me that day that I bring it home. Even if it’s something small or finding the tea that we both love, like I found it in a weird little market or something. I have to fill myself up and bring that into the home. I would say your own happiness, sex and talking, are the keys to making marriage work.”

	Nicole Ari Parker and Boris Kodjoe are the proud parents of two children - Sophie Tei Naaki Lee (born March 2005) and Nicolas Neruda Kodjoe (born October 2006). Nicole became pregnant with Nicolas when Sophie was just 10 months old. So, the children are only 19 months apart. Nicole was completely overwhelmed, so they hired Rosie who was supposed to be a short-term nanny to help out with both babies. 

	One of the lessons that Rosie taught them was the importance of embracing the good, bad, and ugly of child development. The young parents learned from their nanny that crying is essential at every age. One day both kids were in a state of crying their eyes out. Rosie could see that Nicole was clueless about what to do and she had started crying too. Rosie just looked at Nicole as she calmly picked up Nicolas in one arm and took the hand of Sophie with the other and told Nicole, “Don’t worry Nikki, it’s no big deal. They are babies, babies cry. This is the time for crying.” Those words have stayed with Nicole and Boris ever since.

	Nicole and Boris’ first-born, Sophie, was born with spina bifida, which is a birth defect that happens when a baby's backbone (spine) does not form normally. As a result, the spinal cord and the nerves that branch out of it may be damaged. As almost-newlyweds, Nicole and Boris were thrust into an accelerated fast track, not only on how to be married, but with a child that needed extreme handling with care. Sophie  accelerated that process, because Nicole used to cry all the time — she never thought she would be needing to use a catheter that looked like something from the Stone Ages on her infant daughter. It was from those moments that Nicole realized she had to emotionally step up. There was a time when Sophie looked at her and asked her why she was crying. She was literally looking at Nicole’s face for validation and she had to protect her during those years by being strong. 

	Now, more than a decade later, Sophie and brother Nicolas are progressively learning how to do things on their own. They’re teenagers now … and needless to say, they rarely cry anymore. As parents, Nicole and Boris sometimes miss the children needing them to wipe their little faces, but their supposed “short-term” nanny, Rosie, is still an important part of all of their lives. 

	Not only does Nicole encourage the kids to open up to them about their questions, but Nicole keeps it real with them as well, whether she’s encouraging Sophie to zip her sweatshirt up a little higher or speaking to Nico about racism. Nicole recalled when Nico was playing water guns outside with his friends, two little blonde girls [when he was 10]. She suddenly realized what could have happened if a cop came around the corner and saw her kid sporting a curly afro, with a gun in his hand, at the beach. Because of the potential danger to their child, Nicole and Boris had to tell Nico that they would have to take the gun away from him.… Issues like that have been a challenge to Nicole and Boris, as parents.

	Nicole Ari Parker was born on October 7, 1970 in Baltimore, Maryland. She is the only child of Donald, a dentist, and Susan, a health care entrepreneur. Her parents are both African American. Nicole married Boris Kodjoe in Gundelfingen, Germany. On her wedding license document in German her name is written Nicole Ari Ofuatye-Kodjoe (born Parker).

	Nicole Ari Parker was a student of Tony Greco (Phillip Seymour Hoffman's acting teacher). She also studied at Stonestreet Studios, the independent film studio in NYC, the advanced conservatory for screen acting, directing, and producing for NYU Tisch School of the Arts Drama.

	Nicole’s résumé speaks for itself. Nicole Ari Parker, graduate of NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, is an actress, model and producer. Her filmography boasts over 50 credits. She made her screen debut with a leading role in the critically acclaimed independent film The Incredibly True Adventure of Two Girls in Love (1995) and went on to appear in Boogie Nights (1997), directed by Paul Thomas Anderson.

	Nicole has starred in a number of movies, including Blue Streak (1999), Remember the Titans (2000), Brown Sugar (2002), Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins (2008), Black Dynamite (2009), and Almost Christmas (2016). On television, Parker played the leading role of attorney Teri Joseph in the Showtime drama series Soul Food (2000-04), for which she received five NAACP Image Awards for Outstanding Actress in a Drama Series nominations. She also starred in the short-lived UPN romantic comedy Second Time Around (2004-05) and the ABC drama Time After Time (2017). In 2017, she joined the cast of Fox's prime-time soap opera Empire playing Giselle Barker.

	Recently, she’s added a new title to her growing list of accomplishments: business owner. Parker is living proof that following a dream — even an unexpected one — is possible. She recently launched the performance headband company Gymwrap.

	Boris Frederic Cecil Tay-Natey Ofuatey-Kodjoe, better known as Boris Kodjoe, was born March 8, 1973. Kodjoe was born in Vienna, Austria, the son of Ursula, a German psychologist of partially Jewish descent, and Eric Kodjoe, a Ghanaian physician who is of the Ga-Adangbe people[. His namesake is the Russian poet and writer Boris  Pasternak. Kodjoe's matrilineal 

	great-grandmother was Jewish and was murdered in the Holocaust; his maternal grandmother survived the war in hiding. Kodjoe's parents divorced when he was six years old. He grew up in the vicinity of Freiburg im Breisgau. Kodjoe is fluent in German, English, and French, and speaks some Spanish. He has a brother named Patrick and two sisters named Nadja and Lara.

	Kodjoe attended Virginia Commonwealth University on a tennis scholarship, and graduated with a bachelor's degree in marketing in 1996. A four-year letterman on the Rams' men's tennis team, he is currently ninth in school history with 75 career singles wins. Tied for third in doubles victories with 66, he was paired with Jonas Elmblad on 37 of them, also third all-time. His brother Patrick Kodjoe played for VCU's basketball team. A back injury ended Boris' tennis aspirations, but he was quickly signed as a model and soon after, entered acting. In 1995, he was featured in TLC's music video for "Red Light Special."

	Named one of the "50 Most Beautiful People in the World" by People magazine in 2002, Kodjoe is perhaps best known as one of the seven regular cast members from  the Showtime drama 

	Soul Food, which aired from 2000 to 2004. He appeared in the 2002 film Brown Sugar and starred in the short-lived sitcom Second Time Around with his Soul Food co-star Nicole Ari Parker, whom he eventually married on May 21, 2005, in Gundelfingen, Germany. Kodjoe and his Nicole are members of Cascade United Methodist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. The family resides in Los Angeles, California.

	Kodjoe played the role of David Taylor, the wayward son of Pastor Fred Taylor, in the October 2005 film The Gospel. He performed in a play called Whatever She Wants, starring Vivica A. Fox, and made an appearance on the fifth season of Nip/Tuck. He was also in the 2009 science fiction film Surrogates. Kodjoe appeared as Luther in the film Resident Evil: Afterlife  and he also appeared on Franklin & Bash in 2010.

	In 2013, Kodjoe began starring in the BET comedy parody series Real Husbands of Hollywood. In 2014 he was cast as regular on the ABC primetime soap opera Members Only created by Susannah Grant. In 2015, Kodjoe began a recurring guest-star role in Fox's The Last Man on Earth television series. 

	In July 2018, Kodjoe landed a recurring role in second season of the Grey's Anatomy spin-off series, Station 19. In October, he was promoted to a series regular after his appearance in the season premiere as the new fire captain, Robert Sullivan. Nicole and Boris competed against one another on a February 2019 episode of Lip Sync Battle. Kodjoe also portrayed O.J. Simpson in the film Nicole and O.J., which was released in March 2019. 

	Nicole Ari Parker is madly in love with her husband, Boris Kodjoe. She spoke about the moment she met the man of her dreams on the set of “Soul Food.” She says, “When Boris walked into the first rehearsal, I thought of him as the really hot guy that got to play my boyfriend in the first couple of episodes.” The couple connected and found it easy to talk to each other and laugh and be comfortable… and then she married him.

	Nicole and Boris go out on dates; work out together and make sure they look good for each other. In addition, the Kodjoes are extremely excited and motivated to be a voice for those unheard, and to provide education about prevention and a possible cure for the birth defect, spina bifida. 

	They founded Sophie’s Voice Foundation  in honor of their daughter. By dedicating themselves to a healthy lifestyle they found ways to address not only their daughter’s mental, physical and medical needs but also the needs of their entire family. Nicole and Boris have committed their resources and celebrity to educating multicultural communities worldwide on the importance of families working together to build healthy lifestyles one day at a time.



	




	CIARA PRINCESS HARRIS AND RUSSELL WILSON
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	Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Carrington Wilson and singer, songwriter, dancer, and model Ciara Princess Harris, co-own the Seattle Sounders Soccer Team. Talk of their relationship kicked off when Ciara and Russell had attended an April 2015 White House State Dinner in honor of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his wife, Akie Abe.

	“I told somebody that’s the girl I want to be with before I even met her,” Wilson said during a July 2015 interview with The Rock Church in San Diego. “Before I met her, I was like, ‘I’m probably going to end up with Ciara.’” It was also during this interview that Wilson revealed that he and Ciara, both devout Christians, had taken a vow of celibacy until they were married in 2016.

	The power couple had begun dating in early 2015 and during a vacation in the Seychelles in March 2016, the pair became engaged after Russell proposed with a 16-carat ring. They publicly announced their engagement on March 11, 2016. They had a short, four-month engagement and on July 6, 2016, they tied the knot at Peckforton Castle in Cheshire, England in front of 100 family members and friends, including bridesmaids La Anthony, Kelly Rowland, and Serena Williams.

	Three months after their nuptials, Ciara announced via Instagram that she was pregnant with the pair’s first child, writing, “On this special Birthday I received an abundance of love from friends and family… and I'm excited to finally share one of the Greatest Gifts of All that God could give.”

	On April 29, 2017, they welcomed their daughter, Sienna Princess Wilson. "More than anything, when you have your own family and it continues to grow, it's a special thing," Wilson told the Seattle Post-Intelligencer in 2017. "I'm truly grateful every day to get to come home and it puts a smile on my face every time."

	Together, Ciara and Russell have one child.  Russell takes great pride in being a father and is quite open about his love for his family on social media. In January 2020, Ciara announced they were expecting again. This will be the couple's second child together, and Ciara's third. Ciara also has a son, Future Zahir, born on May 19, 2014, from her previous relationship with rapper, Future. Ciara and Future had been engaged in October 2013 but ended the engagement in August 2014. 

	Because of her songwriting successes, Ciara’s love life has made headlines for years; lately, it’s because of how joyous it seems. When she appeared on The View to discuss her album, Beauty Marks, and to release the music video for the single of the same name, her love interest was obvious. There was beautiful imagery of her wedding to Seattle Seahawks’ quarterback Russell Wilson, and of the birth of their 2-year-old daughter, Sienna Princess.

	During that same appearance on The View, she got emotional when talking about her relationship with her husband, who had just surprised his mom with a new home for Mother’s Day. “God is good,” Ciara said through tears, following a taped message from Russell, their daughter Sienna, and Ciara’s son Future, 4. “When you allow yourself to be vulnerable, you become your strongest,” she said, adding, “When I met the love of my life it was not only loving me, it was to love my son.”

	Naturally, Ciara has since spoken about how Russell has organically taken to fatherhood. "He's been such an incredible father since day one," she told E! News in 2018. "He's so loving and very patient. He also likes to have fun—he's very spontaneous and we just have a good time as a family."

	Ciara Princess Harris was born in Austin, Texas, on October 25, 1985, the only child of Jackie and Carlton Clay Harris. An army brat, she grew up in Germany, New York, Utah, California, Arizona, and Nevada. She was named after the Revlon fragrance "Ciara" which was introduced in 1973 and is still sold today. During her teens, Ciara and her family settled in Atlanta, Georgia. 

	In her mid-teens, Ciara formed the all-girl group, Hearsay, with two of her friends. The group recorded demos, but as time went on, they began to have differences and eventually parted ways. Despite this setback, Ciara was still determined to reach her goal and signed a publishing deal as a songwriter.

	Her first writing credit was on Blu Cantrell’s debut album, So Blu for the song “10,000 Times.” She also wrote the song "Got Me Waiting" for R&B singer Fantasia Barrino's debut album, Free Yourself. It was when she was writing songs that she met music producer, Jazze Pha, whom she called her "music soulmate." In 2002, the two recorded four demos, "1, 2 Step", "Thug Style," "Pick Up the Phone," and "Lookin' at You". With Jazze Pha’s help, Ciara signed a record deal with LaFace Records. 

	In 2004, Ciara released her debut studio album Goodies, which spawned four singles: "Goodies", "1, 2 Step", "Oh" and "And I". "Goodies" topped the Billboard Hot 100 chart. The album was certified triple platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), and garnered four nominations at the 48th Annual Grammy Awards. Ciara was also featured on Missy Elliott's "Lose Control" and Bow Wow's "Like You", both of which reached number three on the Billboard Hot 100. In 2006, Ciara released her second studio album, Ciara: The Evolution, which spawned the hit singles "Get Up", "Promise", "Like a Boy" and "Can't Leave 'em Alone". The album reached number one in the U.S. and was certified platinum.

	Ciara's third studio album, Fantasy Ride (2009) was less successful than her first two albums. However, it produced the international top-ten single "Love Sex Magic", featuring Justin Timberlake, which received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals. The following year, Ciara released her fourth studio album Basic Instinct, which included the R&B top-five single "Ride", but was met with low sales, continuing a downward trend in her commercial performance. Ciara signed a new record deal with Epic Records in 2011. In 2013, she released her fifth studio album, Ciara, which spawned the R&B top-ten single "Body Party". Her sixth album, Jackie (2015), included the singles "I Bet" and "Dance like We're Making Love".

	In 2006, Ciara made her film debut in All You've Got, and later appeared in the films Mama, I Want to Sing! (2012) and That's My Boy (2012). In 2013, she had a recurring role in the US TV series, The Game. In 2016, Ciara signed a signed a modeling contract with IMG. That year, she became a Global Brand Ambassador for the cosmetics giant Revlon. 

	Since making her musical debut in 2004, Ciara has attained eight Billboard Hot 100 top-ten singles. She has also received many awards, including three BET Awards, three MTV Video Music Awards, three MOBO Awards, and one Grammy Award. As of 2015, Ciara has sold over 23 million records worldwide. 

	At the 48th Annual Grammy Awards, Ciara received four nominations for Best New Artist, Best Rap/Sung Collaboration for "1, 2 Step", Best Rap Song for Missy Elliott's single "Lose Control", and won her last nomination, Best Short Form Music Video for “Lose Control”. 

	On December 5, 2006, Ciara released her second studio album, Ciara: The Evolution. According to the singer, the title of the album is "about so much more than just my personal growth – it's about the evolution of music, the evolution of dance, the evolution of fashion." The source of the album's creativity, such as the sound and edge, come from Ciara in general. Ciara: The Evolution became Ciara's first number one album on the U.S. Billboard 200 and second on the Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums charts with sales of more than 338,000 becoming her highest first week of sales to date. The album went on to be certified platinum by the RIAA in the United States, within only five weeks of its release, and has sold 1.3 million copies, according to Nielsen SoundScan. It sold over two million copies worldwide. 

	In October 2008, Ciara was honored as Billboard's "Woman of the Year", because of her success as a recording artist and leadership in embracing the changing music business. 

	In July 2009, Ciara headlined the Jay-Z & Ciara Live tour with Jay-Z. In February 2010, Ciara along with Pitbull were featured on the remix to Ludacris' hit single "How Low". The following month, Ciara made a cameo appearance in the music video of Usher's single, "Lil' Freak".

	Ciara released her fourth studio album, Basic Instinct, on December 14, 2010. The lead single, "Ride", which features Ludacris, was released on April 26, 2010. It peaked at number forty-two on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100, number three on the U.S. Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, becoming her twelfth top ten hit on the chart, and number seventy-five on the UK Singles Chart. The accompanying music video won the award for "Best Dance Performance" at the 2010 Soul Train Music Awards. In November 2010, Ciara performed at the Summerbeatz tour alongside Flo Rida, Jay Sean, Akon, Travie McCoy and Ja Rule. In the summer of 2011, Ciara was a part of the Malibu Rum Tour. She performed in seven shows across the US. 

	In May 2011, Ciara was removed from the Jive Records website roster. On July 12, 2011, it was reported that she had reunited with L.A. Reid by signing with his record label Epic Records, and was confirmed in September 2011. 

	Aside from music in 2012, Ciara also starred in two movies during this time. She starred in the straight-to-DVD film, Mama, I Want to Sing!. She played Amara Winter, a preacher's daughter who was discovered by a well-established musician. She appeared as Brie in the 2012 comedy film, That's My Boy. Ciara made an appearance as herself playing Lauren London's best friend on the Season 6 premiere of BET's The Game which aired on March 26, 2013, she continued to be a recurring cast member throughout the season. 

	In late January 2014, Ciara premiered a live version of a song entitled "Anytime" at the Degree Women Grammys Celebration in Los Angeles, on February 2, 2014, Ciara premiered the studio version produced Boi-1da and Katalyst featuring her then-boyfriend and rapper Future. After her engagement to Future, Ciara revealed to W  in April 2014 that her sixth studio album would be predominantly inspired by her then-fiancé. Ciara gave birth to her first child in May 2014. After claims of Future's infidelity during their relationship had surfaced, it was reported that the couple's engagement had been called off. Following their very public break-up, Ciara's album release was further postponed to 2015, and during this time the singer "quietly" recorded new music, while concentrating on motherhood. 

	"I Bet", the lead single from her upcoming album Jackie, was released on January 26, 2015. In May 2015, Ciara embarked on her first headlining tour in six years. The month-long Jackie Tour kicked off on May 3, 2015 in Chicago and included stops in New York, Boston, New Orleans, Dallas, and Los Angeles. The first round of US dates wrapped May 31 in San Francisco. Ciara's sixth album, Jackie, was released on May 1, 2015. It includes the singles "I Bet" and "Dance like We're Making Love". The album debuted at number 17 on the Billboard 200 with 25,000 equivalent album units (19,900 in sales) and has the lowest first-week sales amongst her first six albums. 

	Ciara is currently working on a seventh studio album and has stated that the album will feature her undertaking a new musical direction. On January 27, 2017, it was announced that Ciara had signed a deal with Warner Bros. Records. On July 17, 2018, Ciara released her new single and its accompanying music video, "Level Up". The song is the first single from her upcoming seventh studio album. Ciara announced her seventh studio album, Beauty Marks, released on May 10, 2019. In addition to "Level Up", the album has spawned the singles "Freak Me", "Dose", "Greatest Love" and "Thinkin Bout You". Ciara performed "Thinkin Bout You" at the 2019 Billboard Music Awards. 

	In 2019, Ciara judged alongside David Dobrik and Debbie Gibson in a new musical competition on Nickelodeon titled America's Most Musical Family.
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