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“Would I were dead, if God's good will ere so, For what is in this world but grief and woe?”

~ William Shakespeare ~

King Henry VI, Act 2, Scene 5


CHAPTER 1 
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Why a World of Woe?

From the beginning of the world God has given instructions in the form of commandments and laws informing His people how they are to live in this world. These commandments and laws are the basis of God’s relationship with people. He is God; we are His creation. He commands; we obey. Our obedience to His laws brings blessings. Our disobedience to His laws brings curses and woe. God does not change and God’s laws do not change. What God says is right will never be wrong. What God says is wrong will never be right.

We are now living in a time when some civil laws of the land are in opposition to the laws of God. What is evil in God’s sight is now called good. Obedience to those laws that oppose God’s laws will bring woe to individuals and nations. What is a Christian to do when ungodliness is the law of the land? The answer is simple: we are to obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29). At this time when legal and societal pressure will be on Christians to conform to the laws of the world, it will be good to take a fresh look at how God requires his people to live right in this world and its coming woe. We must see right, be right and do right in order to live right in a world of woe.

God pronounced woe to the enemies of Israel. God pronounced woe to Israel. The psalmist pronounced woe to himself. The prophets pronounced woe to themselves. Jesus pronounced woe to cities. Jesus pronounced woe to the teachers of the law and Pharisees. Jesus pronounced woe to the rich. In Matthew 18:7 Jesus pronounced woe to the world. What is woe? Where does woe come from? Why does woe come? Why is this world a world of woe?

Woe has several different meanings as used in the Bible. None of them are good. Woe can mean an exclamation that brings a curse of condemnation or judgment. It can mean deep sorrow, grief or affliction. It can mean ruinous trouble and calamity. An exclamation of woe can apply to the one expressing it as in the case of the psalmist and the prophets. It can apply to individual people, cities and nations when pronounced by God. 

With the psalmists and the prophets, woe comes from what they observed going on around them. The wicked prosper. God’s people suffer. But the greatest woe came to the prophets because they observed God’s people sinning and enjoying it. Woe comes to the sinners as a natural outcome of their sin.

Romans 1 gives us a list of things that go wrong when people do not acknowledge God: their thinking becomes futile and their hearts are darkened; thinking they are wise, they become fools; and, God gives them over to the sinful desires of their hearts, to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. Sin brings woe to the sinners. This woe is the one that means a curse or condemnation. This woe comes from God.

Isaiah 5:20–24 gives us a concise explanation of why woe comes and why the world today is a world of woe. The prophet spoke words that apply to all ages when he said:


Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 

21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. 

22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, 

23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny justice to the innocent. 

24 Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw and as dry grass sinks down in the flames, so their roots will decay and their flowers blow away like dust; for they have rejected the law of the Lord  Almighty and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel. 



After describing the world we live in, the prophet succinctly put the reason woe comes in these words, “they have rejected the law of the Lord Almighty and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel.”

Why is this world a world of woe?

This world is a world of woe because it is wrong. The world is wrong because man is wrong. Man is wrong because he has exalted himself in his own eyes to usurp God’s reign and, rejecting God’s laws, has therefore become futile in his thinking. Futile means serving no useful purpose; completely ineffective. It also means vain and implies failure to achieve a desired result. Man’s world is not a wonderful world. It is a world of woe because it has gone wrong.

Calling evil good and good evil is descriptive of Western society today. This is especially true in the area of sexual sins. Romans Chapter 1 describes society today: “Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men…” This has now become the law of the land in the U.S., U.K. and Europe. This calling evil good will bring woe on these countries. Politicians, judges, entertainers and media moguls think they are wise in their own eyes. Woe is them.

“Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks.” Drinking alcohol is at an all-time high and increases every year. Drinking alcohol is not a sin, but drunkenness is. The heroes and champions are those who drink too much. According to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse, 25% of Americans age 18 and over binge drink at least monthly. Those are the world’s champions. Proverbs 23 asks, “Who has woe?” The answer given is, “Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine.” Drinking too much has brought woe on the world.

Acquitting the guilty for a bribe certainly applies to the political leaders today who let illegal aliens stay in their country and give them all of the rights of citizenship in exchange for their votes at the next election. We could go on and on about the evil that is called good in the world today. Is it any wonder that this world is a world of woe? 

The basic premise of this work on how to live right in this twenty-first century world of woe is that it will be lived under persecution of some form and that the persecution will get more severe as the century progresses. My basis for this premise is twofold: The Word of God in the Bible; and, what is happening in the world in the second decade of the twenty-first century as this is being written.

Persecution of Christians started with the persecution of Christ, and, as He stated, if they persecuted Him they will persecute His disciples. The Roman Empire persecuted Christians until the Emperor Constantine embraced Christianity in the early 300s. Christianity became the religion of the Roman Empire and then the West and stayed that way until modern times. Today we see more and more of these persecution scriptures being fulfilled. The first century and the twenty-first century Christians show the application of these scriptures.

It was gracious of our Lord to tell His disciples in His first teaching that, not if, but when they were persecuted because of their righteousness and their association with Him, they would be blessed. Persecution from the world is a sure thing for a Christian:


Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (Matt 10:10).

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. (Matt 24:9).



When we look at what is happening in the world today, we cannot look in any direction without seeing Christians suffering some kind of persecution. Islamic countries have made Christianity against the law and converting to Christianity or evangelizing for Christ (they call it proselytizing) crimes punishable by death. Hindu nations persecute Christians in an effort to drive them out. Communist countries persecute Christians in an effort to wipe them out. The twentieth century was the bloodiest in church history.

What affects us most is the rising persecution against Christians and the Christian lifestyle in the West. The part of the world that embraced Christianity for centuries now hates it. My purpose here is not to list all the acts of discrimination against Christians in the West that could be found, but to give an idea of how it is showing up. Across America and the European Union it is now called “hate speech” and is against the law to publically proclaim what the Bible says or God’s pronouncement on certain sexual acts or groups of people performing those acts. It is considered “hate speech” to say that someone’s religion is false. Married heterosexual couples who adhere firmly to Christian biblical principles are considered as unfit to be foster parents while homosexual couples can be. In parts of the European Union it is illegal for a Christian family to home school their children. In England, street preachers are arrested for preaching what the Bible says about homosexuality. In the United Kingdom, Christians operating Bed and Breakfast establishments cannot prevent their homes from being used for homosexual acts. In the U.S., prayer was taken out of schools, Christian holidays have been given secular names, the cross is not allowed in the workplace or in some public places, and Bibles are not allowed in schools and offices. In 2015, the United States Supreme Court mandated samesex marriage in all 50 states. Ungodliness is, indeed, the law of the land.

In 2010, a noticeable change took place in the language used by the top leaders in the U.S. and the U.K. They stopped referring to freedom of religion and started using the term “freedom of worship.” Even the most uneducated person knows there is a big difference between religion and worship. One’s religion does include worship, which is private and confined to homes and religious buildings, but it also includes Holy Scriptures and public acts, symbols and inviting others to participate. The West is moving toward protecting only the private worship and then if that worship is of Christ, that protection will be lifted.

It works this way. Things that were socially repugnant and against the law at the middle of the twentieth century are now socially acceptable, promoted in the media, and protected by law. That seems to be the path that Satan is using to remove the Christian witness in the West. An act that the Bible says is sinful becomes socially acceptable as more and more of that kind of act is portrayed on television, in the movies, in magazines, talked about on social media, etc. As more and more people accept the act as something they want to do or see, they demand the right to it, which means that politicians must pass laws to protect it. The acts that follow this path are the ones that conflict with the biblical worldview, biblical morals and Christian practice. To speak against these acts is considered “hate speech” and those speaking against people who commit those acts are called “bigots” and are generally considered to be “the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world” (1 Corinthians 4:13). It will not be popular and it will not be easy to speak out for and portray Christian morals and principles in the twenty-first century. You will be persecuted.

The persecution has begun. There is a move on to purge Christianity from society. This article appeared in the news in August 2015:


Chaplain David Wells was told he could either sign a state-mandated document promising to never tell inmates that homosexuality is “sinful” or else the Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice would revoke his credentials.



Ungodliness is the law of the land therefore the law of the Lord Almighty must be purged from the land. Christians will be losing their jobs if they do not compromise their beliefs.

Again, there is a biblical basis for saying all this. Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 24:12 that there would be an increase of wickedness. God told us in 2 Timothy 3:13 that “evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” That is being played out before our eyes in this twenty-first century.

The pressure on the church to conform to the ungodliness of the world has never been greater. Some parts of the church are giving in. We were living in the U.K. when the Church of England and the Church of Scotland changed their church laws to allow homosexuals in the clergy and to perform same-sex weddings, thus conforming to the pattern of this world (see Rom. 12:12). They, therefore, lost their voice in society because they no longer speak the Word of God. And they brought condemnation (woe) on those church bodies because of what they approved (Rom. 14:22). The twice-born in the world are a remnant moving toward holiness. The rest of the visible church is moving toward worldliness. The remnant is feeling less and less at home in the world and in the visible church. The remnant knows that friendship with the world is hatred toward God and anyone who chooses to be a friend of this world of woe becomes an enemy of God (James 4:4).

The pressure for the church to conform to the world is coming from the most powerful political leaders in the United States. President Barack Obama urged supporters of same-sex marriage to “help” people to overcome their religious convictions so they are no longer held back from a progressive American view of equality. 2016 presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, speaking about abortion said, “And deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs and structural biases have to change.” These are heads and would-be heads of government saying that religious beliefs must change to conform to the ungodliness that is protected by the law of the land

What is a Christian to do when ungodliness has become the law of the land? First, the Christians must have a right view of the world. The Christian is for Christ, the world is antiChrist. Therefore, the world will be against you if you stand for godliness in an ungodly world. As the above politicians illustrate, those in worldly power will do all they can to promote worldly views. Now that ungodliness has become the law of the land, all they can includes arrest and imprisonment for those who do not conform. In other words, if Christians do not become ungodly in their beliefs they will be against the law. Just as Jesus promised, those who stand for Christ will be persecuted. We can expect that if we have the right view of this world gone wrong. This will be the subject of the next chapter.

My purpose here is not to discourage, dishearten or promote despair, but to forewarn. There will be enormous temptation to hide your Christianity in a closet rather than suffer the ridicule and persecution that come with naming the name of Christ and living right in a world gone wrong. God tells us in Galatians 6:12: “Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.” The hot button issue today is not circumcision. It could be militant Islam whose goal is to convert the world to Islam, or it could be homosexuality and those who promote it, whose goal is sexual freedom of all kinds. To speak out against either will bring persecution.

When the persecution comes we are promised that God will be there with us:


When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  3 For I am the Lord , your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; (Isa. 43:2-3)



Even if we are required to walk through the valley of the shadow of death, God will be with us. Therefore, be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Christians always have someone to talk to when they are being afflicted. That someone is our Shepherd, our Savior, who leads us in victory over evil, even if the world calls it good.

Chapter 5 will portray the culture we are going to conform to or conflict with. It will be so easy to compromise and escape the persecution reserved for those who name the name of Christ. Hopefully, this book will help you maintain Christian character and uphold Christian principles as you live right in a world of woe, a world of woe because it calls evil good and has rejected the law of the Lord Almighty. 


In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12).

Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved (Matt 24:12–13).
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