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	FOREWORD

	 

	I really don't quite remember when I took my first step or even when I was able to walk without the help of my parents. Yet, every time I get on a horse and ride cross-country, up steep hills, through streams and over natural and artificial jumps, I pay homage to George Eugene Prujan, affectionately known to his friends as “Captain."

	I first met the Captain in 1973, when I was a junior at George Washington University in Washington, D.C. A friend of mine was boarding a mare at a stable located in Rock Creek Park. The park is situated in the heart of Washington, D.C. and has miles of bridal paths. The Captain boarded his horse there as well and gave private lessons. My friend asked me to look in on the mare when he was unable to. It was not before long the Captain and I ran into each other. Our interest in horses soon brought us into a student-teacher relationship. I never had any formal instruction in jumping and the

	Captain had been jumping competitively for years.

	In time we came to know each other better and a solid friendship formed. He took the place of the grandfather I never had or saw. The hours he spent coaching me on a horse and the critiques and explanations I received at the horse trials, we both attended, are priceless.

	Well, one now has idea of where I received my equestrian knowledge and experience. As to the Captain's, this book will describe how he came to be a horseman and a whole lot more.

	The story about to unfold is a historical biography. It is an account comprised of the personal life of George Eugene Prujan, as told by him, to, and, recorded by me, as well as research done to provide the reader with the necessary historical background and reference points.

	Let us now go back to a time, since forgotten, an era few remember...

	 

	   Philip J. Sipkov

	Washington. D.C.

	January 1986
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	Another Time – Another World (1897 to 1914)

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	CHAPTER I

	An Era of Empires

	 

	When George Eugene Prujan was born. Russia was the land of the Czars. These supreme rulers, who governed by divine right, led their nation on a grand quest for expansion, power, and wealth. Their whims, desires, and dreams shaped the destiny of all Russia. On July 25, 1897, the destiny of George Eugene Prujan was tied to that of Russia, for he was fated to be born at a time when the course of the history of the world would change.

	We must transport ourselves back in time to another era. The thoughts, the dreams, worries, dress, books, mode of transportation, and even the entertainment of the people living during the time of George Pruian’s birth were very different from those we know today. You might say that you are fully aware of these facts. but is a full awareness possible? For if I were to tell you that George was born in Leningrad, you will probably picture a dark city on the Baltic Sea named after Lenin, the first leader of the Soviet State. But if I were to tell you that George was born in St. Petersburg, the images that flood your mind would be quite different, for this was a colorful city in which the rulers of imperial Russia made their home. It sparkled with golden domed Cathedrals, regal homes, miles of canals laced with bridges, and the Czars' palace. These structures still exist, mind you, but they are only mere shadows of a former greatness. Today some are nothing more than museums. Others have been converted into office buildings. George lived in St. Petersburg when these buildings were filled with life and functioned as homes for the powerful. Furthermore. George was born and lived during the reign of Czar Nicholas and Czarina Alexandra, the last Romanovs to rule Russia. When George entered into the world he did so at the crossroads of history. Let us take pause and reflect upon the events that occurred around the time of his birth.

	At the start of the 20th century, the world began to grow smaller. The realization of this fact was caused by the expansion of industry and trade. These two catalysts transformed the lives of people living in the United States, Western Europe, and Russia, and even touched the lives of those living in the less developed countries.

	The very physical features of the earth seemed on the verge of being altered. Factories, warehouses, and new homes sprang up. Trains and a grand network of tracks connected farmlands, cities, mines, and seaports. Old cities doubled and tripled in size. Peasants left the country and flocked into these industrial giants to work in factories, in shops, and in offices. New towns and cities came into being near mines, railway junctions, and shipyards.

	In time industrialists began to look for new markets to sell their goods and new sources of raw materials in large quantities. They needed assurance that their businesses would continue to grow. They, along with other entrepreneurs who had amassed fortunes from industry, were looking for opportunities to invest their spare capital in ventures, which would yield bigger gains than their investments at home. The industrialists looked for a minimum risk. Eventually, looking elsewhere, they brought pressure on governments to colonize or extract favorable trading rights from underdeveloped lands.

	The competitive arena of industry launched the race for empires among the great powers. The period can also be described as one that occasioned some of the greatest land grabs that have occurred in history. By the end of the 19th century, the great powers, including Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Russia, and the United States, had brought most of the earth's inhabitants and practically all of the land surface under their spheres of influence, if not their direct control. This era came to be called the "Age of Imperialism." New empires rose as old ones grew in power.

	Needless to say, as the great powers carved out their parcels of empire, various degrees of conflict arose which resulted in violence ranging from mere verbal exchanges to outright physical confrontations. The year 1898 provides examples of both the former and the latter forms of friction.

	In Africa, the French had a dream of creating a belt of colonies, which spanned this vast continent. At the same time, the British planned a belt of colonies stretching from the north to the south. They had a slogan: "Africa, British, from Cape to Cairo." The inevitable showdown was at a place called Fashoda in the Sudan. There a small French force encountered a larger British force. This incident is regarded as one of the most awkward moments of modern times. Neither the commander of the French or of the British troops knew what to do next. Stymied, they sent for orders from their governments. The confrontation was averted as the French withdrew.

	At one time in South Africa there existed two small independent republics: the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The inhabitants of these two countries were the descendants of Dutchmen and were known as Boers. No sooner had the British overcome the French at Fashoda then they became entangled with the Boers. This happened for two basic reasons. First, the British had their "Cape to

	Cairo Plan," and the two Boer nations were in the path.
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