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DEDICATION

A Report for Glenn Beck

This paper is dedicated to two great friends of Israel: Glenn Beck and Dr. John M. Templeton, Jr.

To Glenn Beck, since I would never have written this report without his encouragement and friendship.

To Dr. John Templeton, since his patriotic support for America, Israel and our republican form of democracy has spurred my interest to write on our Founders and their beliefs and values.

And so to the friends of Israel from the Jewish and Christian traditions, I offer this prayer that I gave at a meeting of the American Jewish Committee on November 3, 2010 in honor of Dr. Templeton.

Our Father:

This evening we remember how the Torah teaches us that millennia ago you led Abraham out to view the ancient starry sky, promising him children as vast in numbers as the stars. We rejoice that this ancient Hebrew prophecy has been fulfilled as there are now billions of children who call Abraham their “father”.

We are also mindful that we are meeting in Philadelphia, a historic city named by William Penn from the Scriptures before it was born. In this place where brothers were to love each other as they love themselves, America discovered how to love one another with civil and religious liberty. Indeed, the stars sewn here on our first American flag reflect your promises to Abraham given on that starry night so long ago.

We thus thank you for the American Jewish Committee that honors Dr. Jack Templeton, one of your radiant stars that shines in the dark night of a hurting world, whose daily life teaches us to love one another as we love ourselves.

We ask that you will continue to bless us. Please make your face to shine upon us and give us peace. Bless America, the American Jewish Committee, Dr. Templeton and our city with true brotherly love. May each fulfill the Torah’s ancient call for us to love one another and to love you our God with all our heart, soul, and strength.

I know that I pray on behalf of many who possess differing beliefs. I pray for those in the Jewish tradition, for those in the Christian tradition, and on behalf of some who are not at all sure that you’re there at all.

Lord, I humbly ask that you will bless our fellowship, our food and the program that we share tonight. We sincerely express our gratitude for your providential goodness that enables us to enjoy this wonderful meal and this free land.

All this I ask on behalf of my Jewish friends in the great name of the I AM THAT I AM, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And as a believer in Jesus Christ, I pray this in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen
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America’s stance toward Israel has changed since President Barack Obama began taking a negative approach towards the Jewish state. Many believe that President Obama has been attempting to shift the diplomatic playing field in the direction of the Palestinians by claiming an essential moral equality between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

To accomplish this, some claim that the President has taken intentional efforts to spark an argument with Israeli President Netanyahu. Still others have claimed that Obama has sought to humiliate Netanyahu as seen, for example, in the supposed “insult” to Vice President Joe Biden over the issue of building in Jerusalem back in 2010.

Pro-Israeli journalists have contended that President Obama has spent far more effort in courting Ahmadinejad and Assad than Netayanhau. And so in their assessment, there is a clear picture forming that the Obama administration has concluded that the benefits of supporting Israel are far outweighed by the downside of doing so.

The result of all this is a gradual shift in American foreign policy. And questions are being asked:

•   “Will America continue to protect Israel from its many enemies?” This question has special poignancy in light of President Obama’s statement in May 2011 that “Israel must be able to defend itself – by itself – against any threat.”

•   “What will happen if America blinks in the face of an attack on Israel?”

•   “What if America takes a strict policy of neutrality and decides that Israel is unexceptional in the Middle East?”

As all of this was transpiring, Glenn Beck asked me if I would research the bonds and roots of the special relationship between Israel and United States. Did they go back as far as George Washington? Is it inherently American to be pro-Israel?

So while our President’s actions have prompted many questions, perhaps the most historically interesting is “Where did George Washington, our first President, stand with respect to the Jewish people?

True, Israel didn’t exist in Washington’s day. The British Balfour Declaration1 of 1917 began the process of establishing Israel, but that was 130 years after the US Constitution was written.

Although Israel didn’t exist in Washington’s day, is it possible that Washington had a position with respect to the people of Israel? As we engage this fascinating question, we will discover that Washington’s views about Israel helped set the direction that American Presidents have taken toward Israel until now.

Washington and Israel in light of Providence.

Washington believed in God’s providential direction of America. At Yorktown on Oct. 20, 1781, he celebrated God’s “reiterated and astonishing interpositions of Providence”. Three years earlier to the day on August 20, 1778, he spoke of himself as a “preacher” “on the Doctrine of Providence” and thought anyone who lacked faith in God’s providential care for America was “worse than an infidel” and “more than wicked” if he lacked in gratitude!2

Washington declared, “I will not lament or repine at any act of Providence because I am in a great measure a convert to Mr. Pope’s opinion, that whatever is, is right.”3 So clearly not all of God’s providences were necessarily desired by Washington: “At disappointments and losses which are the effects of Providential acts, I never repine; because I am sure the all-wise disposer of events knows better than we do, what is best for us, or what we deserve.”4

So it is possible that the existence of Israel is a result of God’s providence, but something that was never thought of by Washington. Thus the modern state of Israel may be an unintended consequence of George Washington’s founding of America. Nevertheless, the logic of Washington’s doctrine of Providence points to Israel’s existence as the intention of God’s will.

Washington and Israel in light of history.

Whether or not one accepts Washington’s doctrine of providence, an historical argument can be constructed to show the linkage between Washington and Israel:

(1) If there had been no George Washington, there would have been no American Independence.

(2) If there had been no American Independence, there would have been no United States.

(3) If there had been no United States, there would have been no super-power to support the existence of Israel.

(4) If there had been no super-power to support Israel, there would be no Israel.

So for some, it is not unreasonable to declare that George Washington was a central element of history for the existence of modern Israel. God could have done His work in another way. But this is the way He did it. And since He chose to do it this way, it follows that Washington was a critical part in God’s plan for the destiny of Israel.

Washington and Israel in light of the Bible.

Whether one accepts or rejects such arguments, it is significant to note that the Bible promises the divine preservation of Israel. Long ago, God said to Abraham, “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3). The fulfillment of this promise is seen in the biblical stories from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.

The divine promise to preserve the people of Israel seems to run throughout the history of the Jewish people. In spite of countless pogroms, the horrendous genocide perpetrated in the Nazi holocaust, the Six Day War, suicide bombers and the enemy states of Israel with clandestine nuclear weapon programs, the Israelites still exist. The people of Israel stand as a testimony to God’s faithfulness. The Apostle Paul in Romans 11 declares, “I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham…. all Israel will be saved...God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable... Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” (Romans 11:1, 26, 29, 33, NIV).5

Some believe that the continued existence of the Jewish people is a standing witness to the faithfulness of God to His promises. Others believe the modern nation of Israel is a central part of the fulfillment of God’s plan for the preservation of the Jewish people.

But was any of this a self-conscious reality in the mind of Washington? The evidence from Washington’s life and writings shows that he knew far more about Israel than most thought possible. Consider ten points that support this claim.

1.   The Bible, the book of Israel, was important in early America and to Washington.

Washington’s America was sympathetic to the Jewish people because of the Bible. As Adam Kirsch puts it,

Historically speaking, America and the King James Bible are almost twins.
OEBPS/images/title.jpg
X

» \v .

GEORGE
WASHINGTON
& ISRAEL






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/styles/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





