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The author and publisher wish to express their grateful acknowledg-
ment to the following publications in which some of these poems first
appeared: American Poetry Review (“Admiring the Enemy,” “Be the
One,” “The Birthday Party,” “The Black Shoe,” “Dark Eyes,” “A Lesson
in Anatomy,” “The Poem of My Heart,” “Susquehanna”); The Antioch
Review (“The Blue-Flowered Bell”); The Missouri Review (“1ntensive Care
Unit,” “The Method,” “New Days,” “The New Life”); The Nation
(“Because | Was Dying,” “The Crucified,” “The Details,” “Fairy Tales,”
“Fireworks”); New England Review (“The Dark Side”); Poetry (“All Those
Hours Alone in the Dark,” “My Husband Takes a Photograph of Me,”
"Where Were You?"); The Seneca Review (“The Little Red Shoe”); The
Southern Review (“Pregnancy, First Trimester”); Tar River Poetry (“Van
Gogh's Potato Eaters”); TriQuarterly (“The Silence of Women”); Wigwag
(“Darkness with Flashes of Light”); and Yankee (“Charity,” “The
Newborns”).

“After the Death of a Neighbor’s Child,” “In the Country of Dream-
ers,” “Pentimento,” and “The Noble Corpse” originally appeared in
The New Yorker.

“A Vanished World” is reprinted from the Southern Humanities Review.

The poem sequence “A Vanished World” is adapted from and based
on the photographs and commentary in A Vanished World by
Roman Vishniac. Copyright © 1969, 1973, 1983 by Roman Vishniac.
Adapted and used by arrangement with Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc.

“The Little Red Shoe” is based on commentary by Perle Hessing in her
book of paintings.

Photo of Eli Bosnick by Pascale Giroux
Book design by Frank Lehner



For David and Eli forever






Contents

One

Where Were You?

Susquehanna
Wild World

The Blue-Flowered Bell
Because I Was Dying

In the Country of Dreamers
Bathtime

College Days

A Lesson in Anatomy

Be the One

Since Only Desire Is Infinite
The New Life

Pregnancy, First Trimester
The Noble Corpse

The Newborns

All Those Hours Alone in the Dark

The Dark Side
The Terrible Ones
Intensive Care Unit

Darkness with Flashes of Light

Admiring the Enemy
Pentimento

Third First Snow

The Poem of My Heart

O 0 O vk W

10

12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

26
27
28
29



