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from the heights of mount olympus. . .
. . . to the depths of the underworld.

THE GODDESS DEMETER IS LOVED BY ALL FOR HER WARMTH AND BOUNTY. BUT NO ONE IS
CLOSER TO DEMETER’S OWN HEART THAN HER BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER, PERSEPHONE. WHEN
PERSEPHONE DISAPPEARS ONE DAY, DEMETER SEARCHES EVERYWHERE. SHE DISCOVERS
THAT PERSEPHONE WAS KIDNAPPED BY HADES, THE GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD. DEMETER IS
FILLED WITH SORROW, AND A PERMANENT WINTER FALLS ON THE LAND. CAN DEMETER
RESCUE HER DAUGHTER FROM THE UNDERWORLD? CAN THE GODS
AND GODDESSES OF MOUNT OLYMPUS CONVINCE DEMETER TO
BRING BACK SPRING AND SUMMER?
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DEMETER IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FIGURES IN

GREEK MYTHOLOGY. SHE IS THE GODDESS OF FARMING

(ESPECIALLY CORN AND GRAINS) AND OF THE HARVEST.
FOR THE ANCIENT GREEKS, THE STORY OF DEMETER’S

SEARCH FOR HER KIDNAPPED DAUGHTER PERSEPHONE

EXPLAINS THE CYCLE OF SEASONS. PERSEPHONE’S REUNION

WITH HER MOTHER REPRESENTS THE BEGINNING OF

SPRINGTIME—THE RETURN OF WARM WEATHER AND

BUDDING CROPS. FOR MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND YEARS,
FOLLOWERS OF DEMETER CELEBRATED THE HARVEST OF

THOSE CROPS IN SECRET RITUALS AT THE GODDESS’S TEMPLE

IN ELEUSIS, GREECE.
IN RETELLING DEMETER’S STORY, JUSTINE AND RON

FONTES USED CLASSICAL AND MODERN SOURCES SUCH AS

OVID’S METAMORPHOSES AND EDITH HAMILTON’S

MYTHOLOGY. ARTIST STEVE KURTH USED CLASSICAL GREEK

ART AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOURCES TO CREATE THE

VISUAL DETAILS. AND DAVID MULROY OF THE UNIVERSITY

OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE ENSURED HISTORICAL AND

VISUAL ACCURACY.
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