
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            
               The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects,
               including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, 
               cultures, customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music,
               philosophy, religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly
               informative introductory essays of the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some
               cases, cover vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more
               recent events.
               
            

            
            
               Brief A–Z entries describe the main people, events, politics, social issues, institutions,
               and policies that make the topic unique, and entries are cross-referenced for
               ease of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject
               areas, providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone
               wanting to know more. Additionally, maps, photographs, and appendixes of supplemental
               information aid high school and college students doing term papers or introductory
               research projects. In short, the historical dictionaries are the perfect starting
               point for anyone looking to research in these fields.
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                  See 
               TYSON, MICHAEL GERARD “MIKE,” “IRON MIKE” (aka MALIK ABDUL-AZIZ)
               .
            

            
         

         
         	
            AFRICAN BOXING
         

         
         	
            
            
               Since the 1960s, when many African nations became independent, most African countries
               have entered the 
                  Olympic
               
                  Games boxing competition at least once. 
                  South Africa, one of the few nations in Africa where boxing was popular during the first half
               of the 20th century, has had 19 Olympic boxing medalists. Kenya has had seven, Algeria
               and Nigeria have each had six, Uganda has had four, and Egypt, Ghana, and Morocco
               have each had three.
            

            
            
               There have been quite a few 
                  professional world champions
               born in Africa. Probably the most famous was the Nigerian 
                  Dick Tiger, born Richard Ihetu, who won the world’s 
                  middleweight
               and 
                  light heavyweight
               championships during the 1960s. One of the first Africans to achieve fame in the boxing
               
                  ring
               was Amadou M’Barick Fall, a native of Senegal who competed in 
                  France
               during the 1920s as Battling Siki and won the world’s light heavyweight championship
               in 1922. Siki then made the mistake of defending his title against an Irishman, Mike
               McTigue, in Dublin, 
                  Ireland, on St. Patrick’s Day in 1923 and lost a 20-round decision.
            

            
            
               Other central African world champions include Cameroon’s Hassan N’Dam N’Jikam; Congo’s
               Anaclet Wamba; Ghana’s Joseph Agbeko, Joshua Clottey, Nana Konadu, David Kotei, Alfred
               Kotey, 
                  Azumah Nelson, and Ike Quartey; Namibia’s Paulus Moses and Harry Simon; Nigeria’s Hogan “Kid” Bassey
               and Samuel Peter; and Uganda’s Cornelius Boza-Edwards, Ayub Kalule, John “The Beast”
               Mugabi, and Kassim Ouma. South Africa has had more than 20 professional champions.
               North African champions include Algerian-born 
                  Marcel Cerdan
               and Alphonse Halimi; Moroccan Khalid Rahilou; and Tunisians Taoufik Belbouli, Kamel
               Bou Ali, and Victor “Young” Perez.
            

            
            
               A few other boxers with ties to Africa are Henry Akinwande, born in 
                  England
               but raised in Nigeria, Herbie Hide (Herbert Okechukwu Maduagwu), born in Nigeria but
               raised in England, and Sumbu Kalambay, born in Zaire but raised in 
                  Italy.
            

            
            
               The most significant boxing match to take place on the African continent did not include
               any native Africans (although it featured two African Americans, had an African American
               
                  referee, and was promoted by an African American), but was the 30 October 1974 
                  heavyweight
               championship 
                  bout
               in Zaire between 
                  Muhammad Ali
               and 
                  George Foreman, refereed by Zach Clayton and promoted by 
                  Don King, known as the 
                  Rumble in the Jungle.
            

            
         

         
         	
            AIBA
         

         
         	
            
            
               
                  See
               INTERNATIONAL BOXING ASSOCIATION (AIBA)
               .
            

            
         

         
         	
            ALI, MUHAMMAD “THE LOUISVILLE LIP,” “THE GREATEST” (né CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY)
         

         
         	ALI, MUHAMMAD (né CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY)

         
         	
            
            
               B. 17 January 1942, Louisville, Kentucky. At the peak of his career, Muhammad Ali
               was the person most widely recognized throughout the world. For those who were not
               alive during the 1960s and 1970s, it is impossible to accurately convey a clear picture
               of his life and his impact upon the world through words alone.
            

            
            
               As a 12-year-old in Louisville, he was steered into a boxing program by police sergeant
               Joe E. Martin, who reportedly encountered Clay after he was enacting revenge upon
               a thief who had stolen his bicycle. Clay had an excellent 
                  amateur boxing
               career and won six Kentucky 
                  Golden Gloves titles, the 1959 and 1960 Chicago Golden Gloves Tournament of Champions 
                  light heavyweight
               titles, and the 1959 and 1960 Intercity Golden Gloves titles.
            

            
            
               His 1959 final 
                  bout
               for the Chicago Tournament of Champions light heavyweight title was against a boxer
               named Jefferson Davis. Clay also won the 1959 and 1960 National 
                  Amateur Athletic Union
               light heavyweight title. He won the 1960 
                  Olympic Games gold medal
               in the light heavyweight class, with one of his 
                  preliminary bouts
               in the games a victory over 
                  Australian 
               Tony Madigan, whom he had previously defeated to win the 1959 Intercity Golden Gloves.
               Clay’s amateur record has been reported with various totals ranging from 99–8 to 137–7.
            

            
            
               A group of 11 successful Louisville businessmen, headed by William Faversham, who
               became Clay’s manager of record, decided to help Clay establish a professional career
               and formed the Louisville Sponsoring Group to back Clay as he became a 
                  professional boxer. His first professional bout was on 29 October 1960 in Louisville, a six-
                  round
               
                  decision 
               over journeyman Tunney Hunsaker, the chief of police of Fayetteville, West Virginia,
               and a part-time boxer. After this bout, 
                  Angelo Dundee
               was hired as Clay’s 
                  trainer.
            

            
            
               Clay moved quickly up the 
                  heavyweight
               ranks with a combination of his foot and hand speed, unusual boxing style (with hands
               held low), and cocky loquaciousness (earning him the sobriquet “The Louisville Lip”)
               combining to make him a sought-after attraction in the ring. Before his fights, he
               often would compose simple poems about the outcome and would predict the round in
               which the bout would end. Surprisingly, many of his predictions came true.
            

            
            
               After winning his first 10 bouts, he fought at 
                  Madison Square Garden
               on national television against Lucien “Sonny” Banks, a relatively unknown boxer. Banks
               surprised Clay and 
                  knocked him down
               in the first round. Clay quickly rebounded, knocked Banks down in the second round,
               and stopped him in the fourth round. Clay won his next four bouts in 1962 and concluded
               the year by stopping former world’s light heavyweight champion 
                  Archie Moore
               in four rounds in Los Angeles, California.
            

            
            
               In 1963, Clay won all three of his fights, but one, on 13 March 1963 at Madison Square
               Garden against Doug Jones, proved to be his most difficult to that point in his career.
               In a fight named “Fight of the Year” by 
                  
                     Ring
                  
               
                  magazine, Jones rocked Clay in several of the early rounds, but Clay finished strong and won
               the bout on two of three 
                  judges’ 
               scorecards by a slim 5–4–1 margin, while the 
                  referee
               saw it 8–1–1 for Cassius.
            

            
            
               Clay’s final bout in 1963 was another legendary one and was won through the help of
               his trainer, Angelo Dundee. On 18 June, Clay fought British heavyweight champion Henry
               Cooper in London, 
                  England. Near the end of the fourth round, Cooper staggered Clay with a left 
                  hook
               and knocked him down. Clay arose at the count of four, and the bell rang with Clay
               still groggy. His quick-thinking trainer Dundee, after seeing Clay’s reaction to the
               punch, then enlarged a small nick on Clay’s boxing 
                  glove
               and called it to the referee’s attention. The referee ordered a replacement glove.
               The resulting interval to find a replacement took nearly another minute, and the additional
               rest enabled Clay to regain his senses. When he came out for the fifth round, he wasted
               no time attacking a cut over Cooper’s eye. After 2:15 of the round, the bout was stopped
               with Cooper’s face a bloody mess and Clay’s undefeated record intact.
            

            
            
               Clay’s next bout, on 25 February 1964, was with 
                  Charles “Sonny” Liston
               in Miami Beach, Florida, for Liston’s world’s heavyweight title. At the time, Liston
               appeared invincible, having defeated 
                  Floyd Patterson
               twice in one-round 
                  knockouts. Clay, although undefeated, was not given much chance to win and was a 7–1 underdog.
               Clay spent much of the time leading up to the bout taunting Liston, going so far as
               to drive to Liston’s house in the middle of the night and wake him up with his car
               horn to shout insults at him. During the prefight weigh-in, Clay’s incessant raving
               gave Liston the idea that Clay was a lunatic.
            

            
            
               Clay started the fight quickly by jabbing Liston and dancing away, but in the fourth
               round some liniment on Liston’s glove got in Clay’s eyes, and when he returned to
               his corner, Cassius shouted at his seconds to cut his gloves off because he was blinded.
               Again, Dundee came to the rescue by washing Clay’s eyes off and pushing him into the
               
                  ring
               to start the next round, telling him to just stay away from Liston until his eyes
               cleared. By the sixth round, he was better and continued to hit Liston and dance away.
               At the end of the sixth round, Liston had had enough, refusing to come out for the
               seventh round and claiming an injury to his shoulder, and Clay became world’s heavyweight
               champion. Although there was speculation that Liston, who had ties to organized crime,
               
                  took a dive, nothing was ever proved.
            

            
            
               After the bout, Clay announced that he was joining the Nation of Islam (popularly
               known as the Black Muslims) and changing his name to Cassius X. Subsequently, he was
               given the name Muhammad Ali by Elijah Muhammad, the leader of that organization. Even
               though Clay defeated an unpopular heavyweight champion in Liston, his own popularity
               waned as a result of this move since the Black Muslim organization was feared by many
               of the white, mainstream United States citizens.
            

            
            
               A rematch was scheduled for Boston, Massachusetts, in November 1964, but after Ali
               suffered a strangulated hernia requiring emergency surgery, the bout was postponed
               for six months. During that time, the Massachusetts Boxing Commission had second thoughts
               and refused to allow the bout to be held in their state. Arrangements were made for
               the fight to be held in Lewiston, Maine, at a small auditorium used for minor league
               hockey. The bout on 25 May 1965 drew only 2,434 fans, the smallest attendance for
               a heavyweight title fight in history.
            

            
            
               The bout itself was another in the strange histories of both Ali and Liston. Shortly
               after the bout began, Liston went down from what appeared to be a glancing blow to
               the head. Ali stood over Liston yelling at him to get up and did not go to a 
                  neutral corner
               as specified by the rules when a knockdown occurs. Referee 
                  Jersey Joe Walcott
               attempted to get Ali to a neutral corner. By the time he finally did so, approximately
               20 seconds had passed and Liston then arose and began to resume boxing. But 
                  Ring
               magazine publisher 
                  Nat Fleischer, who was sitting at 
                  ringside, called Walcott over to tell him that the fight should be over since Liston was down
               for more than 10 seconds. At that point, Walcott stopped the fight and awarded it
               to Ali. To add to the confusion, the “official” time of the end of the bout was announced
               as “one minute of the first round,” when in actuality the bout was not ended until
               2:12 of the round. Again, most fans believe that Liston took a dive, with various
               motives suggested ranging from Liston’s fear of retaliation from Black Muslims to
               his owing money to gangsters and betting on himself to be able to pay his debts. But
               no investigation was ever held.
            

            
            
               Ali proved to be a fighting champion, and in an 18 month-span defended his title eight
               times. On 22 November 1965, in 
                  Las Vegas, Nevada, he defended against former heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson, who had
               previously been knocked out twice in the first round by Liston. Since the Liston fights,
               Patterson had reestablished himself as a viable contender with four consecutive victories.
               Unfortunately for Patterson, he hurt his back prior to the bout with Ali, was in agony
               for much of the fight, and was unable to do much in the ring that night before he
               was stopped in the 12th round by Ali. Prior to the fight, Patterson had refused to
               refer to Ali by his Muslim name and called him Clay. This caused Ali during the fight
               to taunt Patterson by shouting, “What’s my name?” nearly every time he threw a punch.
            

            
            
               Ali’s next seven title defenses were less dramatic, and he easily defeated 
                  George Chuvalo
               (Toronto, 
                  Canada, 29 March 1966, 
                  unanimous decision); Henry Cooper (London, England, 21 May 1966, 
                  technical knockout
               [TKO] 6 rounds); Brian London (London, England, 6 August 1966, 
                  knockout
               3); Karl Mildenberger (Frankfurt, 
                  Germany, 10 September 1966, TKO 12); 
                  Cleveland Williams
               (Houston, Texas, 14 November 1966, TKO 3); Ernie Terrell (Houston, Texas, unanimous
               decision 15); and 
                  Zora Folley
               (New York, 6 February 1967, KO 7).
            

            
            
               The one complication in Ali’s life at this time was his draft status. Although extremely
               quick-witted and verbal, he was not particularly adept at scholastic subjects (graduating
               376th of 391 students in his high school class). In 1964, he had failed his written
               test for military service and was classified 1-Y (unqualified for duty except in time
               of declared war or national emergency). In 1966, the qualifying grades were lowered,
               and he was then reclassified 1-A (available for combat service). The Vietnam War was
               going on then (although the 
                  United States
               never made a formal declaration of war). Ali resisted the draft, claiming conscientious
               objector status with a famous quote: “I ain’t got no quarrel with them Viet Congs.”
               On 28 April 1967, in Houston, Texas, during formal induction ceremonies for the Armed
               Forces, he refused to step forward when he name was called and was arrested. He also
               was stripped of his heavyweight title by the 
                  New York State Athletic Commission. On 20 June 1967, he was tried and found guilty of draft evasion. A court of appeals
               upheld the conviction, and in a further appeal the case was advanced to the United
               States Supreme Court.
            

            
            
               During the next three years, at the prime of his boxing life, he was unable to pursue
               his profession. He spent much of the time giving speeches at colleges where opposition
               to the war was growing and also appeared in a Broadway show, 
                  Big Time Buck White
               , which only had seven appearances on Broadway before closing.
            

            
            
               In August 1970, before the Supreme Court made a decision on his appeal, he was granted
               a license by the Atlanta (Georgia) Boxing Commission and shortly thereafter also by
               the New York State Athletic Commission. He fought his first bout after three and a
               half years of inactivity and stopped 
                  Jerry Quarry
               on cuts in three rounds on 26 October 1970. He followed that win by knocking down
               Óscar Bonavena three times in the 15th round (an automatic technical knockout) in
               their 7 December 1970 bout at Madison Square Garden.
            

            
            
               While Ali was inactive, the New York State Athletic Commission held a series of bouts,
               and 
                  Joe Frazier
               emerged as their heavyweight champion. Frazier and Ali, both undefeated heavyweight
               champions, were matched for the undisputed heavyweight title on 8 March 1971 at Madison
               Square Garden in a match billed as the “Fight of the Century,” with each fighter guaranteed
               two and a half million dollars—a record for that time. The bout lived up to its billing.
               For 15 rounds, both fighters traded blows, and Frazier knocked Ali down in the 15th
               round. Frazier won the 
                  unanimous decision, and Ali suffered his first professional loss.
            

            
            
               Ali returned to the ring four months later and defeated former sparring partner and
               former 
                  World Boxing Association
               heavyweight champion Jimmy Ellis on a 12th-round 
                  technical 
               
                  knockout
               in a bout billed for the North American Boxing Federation heavyweight championship
               (a relatively meaningless title).
            

            
            
               On 28 June 1971, the Supreme Court reversed Ali’s conviction, although it did not
               elaborate on the merits of the case.
            

            
            
               Over the next two years, Ali fought and won nine more bouts against top-flight opposition
               in venues throughout the world, winning bouts in Canada, Switzerland, 
                  Ireland, and 
                  Japan
               in addition to Las Vegas, New York, and Houston.
            

            
            
               On 31 March 1973, he suffered the second defeat of his career—a 12-round 
                  split decision
               loss to 
                  Ken Norton
               in a bout in which Ali’s jaw was broken. In a rematch six months later, Norton again
               gave Ali a tough time, but this time Ali won the split decision. One month later,
               Ali traveled to Indonesia, where on 20 October 1973 he easily won a 12-round unanimous
               decision over Dutchman Rudi Lubbers.
            

            
            
               In January 1974, at Madison Square Garden, Ali and Frazier fought again, although
               this time neither was heavyweight champion. The bout lasted the full 12 rounds, and
               Ali prevailed on a unanimous decision.
            

            
            
               Nine months later, Ali fought 
                  George Foreman
               for Foreman’s heavyweight championship. In one of boxing’s most unusual bouts, it
               took place in Zaire, Africa, at four o’clock in the morning. Foreman, who had won
               the title by knocking out Joe Frazier in two rounds and had made two successful title
               defenses, with both bouts ending in less than two rounds, was the betting favorite.
               Ali, who dubbed the bout the 
                  Rumble in the Jungle
               (much to the dismay of Zaire’s President Mobutu, who was attempting to promote tourism
               to his country), employed an unusual strategy—he simply leaned back against the ropes
               and let Foreman throw punches at him while blocking them with his arms and elbows.
               By the eighth round, Foreman was exhausted, and Ali was able to knock him out and
               regain the championship. Ali dubbed this strategy the “rope-a-dope.”
            

            
            
               In Ali’s first defense of his newly regained title, he chose 
                  Chuck Wepner, a 
                  journeyman
               boxer, as his opponent. Wepner surprised the boxing world by nearly lasting the full
               15 rounds, being stopped with just 19 seconds to go in the bout. His bravery inspired
               Sylvester Stallone to write the screenplay for 
                  
                     Rocky
                  , which has become a film classic.
            

            
            
               After a relatively routine defense against Ron Lyle, Ali traveled to Kuala Lumpur,
               Malaysia, where he defeated the Hungarian-born Englishman Joe Bugner on a 15-round
               unanimous decision. That set the stage for a 
                  rubber match
               with Joe Frazier. The bout was held in Manila, 
                  Philippines, on 1 October 1975 and was one of boxing’s all-time greatest fights. Both fighters
               were nearly exhausted when the bout was stopped after 14 rounds by Frazier’s trainer,
               Eddie Futch. As with some of Ali’s other fights, he gave this one a nickname, the
                  Thrilla in Manila.
               
            

            
            
               Over the next two years, Ali made six more title defenses, winning all six easily,
               although only two of them did not go the distance. On 15 February 1978, he made another
               routine title defense against the 1976 Olympic light heavyweight champion, 
                  Leon Spinks, who had had only seven previous professional bouts. Ali relaxed throughout most
               of the fight and, in one of boxing’s biggest upsets, lost a 15-round split decision
               to Spinks.
            

            
            
               Seven months later, they had a rematch. Ali did not treat Spinks as lightly and easily
               outpointed him to become the first man to regain the heavyweight championship twice.
               By now, Ali’s skills had begun to erode, and his physician, 
                  Dr. Ferdie Pacheco, urged him to retire as Pacheco could see physical deterioration beginning in Ali’s
               body, which had absorbed quite a bit of punishment throughout his 18-year professional
               career.
            

            
            
               Ali ignored Pacheco’s pleas and on 2 October 1980 fought the undefeated (35–0) 
                  World Boxing Council
               heavyweight champion, 
                  Larry Holmes. In a one-sided mismatch, Ali absorbed a beating for 10 rounds before he was forced
               to retire. The following year, Ali fought one more fight, against the advice of many,
               and lost a 10-round unanimous decision to Trevor Berbick in a bout fought in the Bahamas.
            

            
            
               In retirement, Ali was still an extremely popular person and made many public appearances,
               although the physical effects of his 20 years of boxing began to take their toll and
               he began to noticeably slow down, both in physical movement and in speech. He was
               first assessed with Parkinson’s syndrome, but later it was admitted that he suffered
               from 
                  pugilistic dementia.
            

            
            
               In 1996, one of the highlights of the Olympic Games in Atlanta was when Ali was chosen
               to be the last torchbearer for the opening ceremonies and ran up the stairs to light
               the cauldron. The unannounced surprise of seeing him run with the torch, although
               physically shaking from the effects of Parkinson’s disease, brought chills to many
               of the spectators.
            

            
            
               He continues to be one of the world’s great heroes, although his present physical
               condition in 2012 is a depressing one. He still at times makes public appearances
               and was part of the 2012 opening ceremonies at the Olympic Games in London. He is
               truly one of the most remarkable personages of 20th-century sport.
            

            
            
               Ali is six foot three inches tall and has a 78-inch 
                  reach. He fought at weights ranging from 188 to 236 pounds as a heavyweight. In 61 professional
               bouts, from 1960 to 1981, he won 56 (37 by knockout), lost five (one by knockout),
               and fought a total of 549 rounds. He was inducted as a member of the inaugural class
               of the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1990.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ALI–FOREMAN
         

         
         	
            
            
               In 1974, former world’s 
                  heavyweight
               champion
                  Muhammad Ali
               challenged 
                  George Foreman
               for the world’s heavyweight title in one of boxing’s most unusual 
                  bouts. It was first referred to as the “Rumble in the Jungle” by Ali on 17 July at the opening of his 
                  training
               camp in Deer Lake, Pennsylvania, and has since carried that name. The bout was announced
               in May 1974 when promoter 
                  Don King
               convinced the new government of Zaire to put up 10 million dollars to enable the bout
               to take place, with each of the two fighters receiving five million dollars. Zaire
               was anxious to promote tourism and felt that this bout would showcase their country.
               Originally scheduled for 24 September in Kinshasa, Zaire (now known as the Democratic
               Republic of the Congo), it was postponed on 16 September as Foreman suffered a cut
               above his eye. It finally took place on 30 October 1974 at four a.m. so that it could
               be 
                  televised
               live in the 
                  United States
               at 10 p.m. Foreman, who had won the title in a convincing manner by 
                  knocking down
               
                  Joe Frazier
               six times in two 
                  rounds 
               in Kingston, Jamaica, on 22 January 1973, appeared to be an invincible champion and
               entering the fight was undefeated in 40 bouts with 37 
                  knockouts (the last eight in two rounds or less).
            

            
            
               The fight began with Ali aggressively hitting Foreman on top of the head and dancing
               away. He then began to use his speed to avoid Foreman’s retaliation, but in the second
               round Ali changed tactics (contrary to his 
                  corner’s
               advice) and leaned on the relatively loose ropes, allowing Foreman to throw punches
               at him while protecting his face in a tactic that Ali dubbed the “rope-a-dope.” Foreman’s arms grew tired from the continuous punching, and by the eighth round
               Ali was able to turn the tables and knock out Foreman at 2:58 of that round. Ali thus
               became only the second man to regain the 
                  heavyweight
               title (Floyd Patterson
               was the first).
            

            
         

         
         	
            ALI–FRAZIER TRILOGY
         

         
         	
            
            
               On 8 March 1971, the undefeated 
                  Muhammad Ali
               met the undefeated 
                  Joe Frazier
               at 
                  Madison Square Garden
               in New York for the world’s 
                  heavyweight
               title. Ali had been heavyweight champion but had been stripped of his title after
               being convicted of avoiding the draft. As part of his sentence, he was not permitted
               to box and was consequently inactive for three and a half years from March 1967 to
               October 1970. On 26 October 1970, while his case was being appealed, he was granted
               a boxing license and was able to fight. While he was inactive, Joe Frazier defeated
               Buster Mathis and became recognized as heavyweight champion.
            

            
            
               The 
                  bout
               between the two undefeated heavyweight champions was billed as the Fight of the Century
               and was immediately sold out. Singer Frank Sinatra was unable to get tickets and was
               only able to see the match by working as a 
                  ringside
               photographer.
            

            
            
               For 15 
                  rounds, Ali and Frazier took turns pounding each other, and although Frazier won a 
                  unanimous decision, the fight turned out to be even better than advertised. The two champions fought
               each other twice more in their careers, with Ali winning a 12-round 
                  decision
               on 28 January 1974 in New York in what was essentially a 
                  nontitle bout. Their subsequent fight on 1 October 1975 in Manila, 
                  Philippines, was for Ali’s heavyweight title, which he had regained by knocking out 
                  George Foreman
               in Zaire in 1974. The Frazier–Ali 
                  rubber match
               in 1975 was a war, with both fighters exchanging solid blows throughout the fight
               before Frazier was unable to continue after the 14th round in a bout dubbed the “Thrilla in Manila.” The bout is on most boxing historians’ lists as one of the five greatest fights
               in history.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ALI–MARCIANO
         

         
         	
            
            
               In 1967, Miami radio producer Murray Woroner created a computerized boxing tournament.
               He had a series of variables about 16 
                  heavyweight
               champions inputted into a NCR-315 computer with 20K of memory and had a computer program
               analyze the variables. He then created a fictitious tournament among 16 past champions,
               and the results of each 
                  bout 
               were broadcast on the radio, with veteran boxing announcer Guy LeBow doing the commentary.
            

            
            
               Although 
                  Rocky Marciano
               was named the champion and defeated 
                  Jack Dempsey
               in the final bout, current champion 
                  Muhammad Ali
               was upset that he was eliminated by 
                  Jim Jeffries
               in a quarterfinal match and sued Woroner for defamation of character. The suit was
               settled when Ali agreed to box Marciano in a filmed simulation of a computerized bout
               between the two of them, with the result to be shown in movie theaters. Ali at the
               time had been stripped of his heavyweight title and had his license suspended, so
               he was available. Marciano, who had been retired since 1956, also agreed with the
               plan. Marciano received a flat fee for his work while Ali signed for a percentage
               of the profits.
            

            
            
               Marciano had to lose about 50 pounds to get into shape for the reenactment and also
               wore a toupee to cover a bald spot. The two boxed behind closed doors and went through
               the motions of every possible ending scenario since neither was shown the computerized
               result.
            

            
            
               The film, billed as 
                  The Super Fight, was shown in about 1,500 motion picture theaters throughout the 
                  United States
               and 
                  Canada
               on one day only—20 January 1970. All prints of the film but one were supposed to be
               destroyed, although that was not the case and some theaters kept theirs for additional
               showings. In the film, Marciano knocks out Ali in the 13th 
                  round. Ironically, Marciano never saw the completed film nor learned of the ending as he
               died in a plane crash on 31 August 1969, three weeks after the filming was completed.
            

            
         

         
         	
            AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNION (AAU)
         

         
         	
            
            
               The Amateur Athletic Union was founded in 1888 and administered 
                  amateur boxing
               (along with most other amateur sports) in the 
                  United States
               until 1978. In that year, the United States Congress passed the Amateur Sports Act,
               which chartered the United States 
                  Olympic
               Committee and provided for national governing bodies for each Olympic sport. Prior
               to that act, the AAU exerted much more influence, at times controversial, over U.S.
               athletes’ international participation.
            

            
            
               In 1978, it was superseded by the United States Amateur Boxing Federation, now known
               simply as USA Boxing. It is the United States’ member organization of the 
                  International Boxing Association (AIBA).
               
            

            
            
               Since 1888, the AAU and its successor organizations have held annual national amateur
               boxing championships.
            

            
         

         
         	
            AMATEUR BOXING
         

         
         	
            
            
               Amateur boxing is contested among boxers who do not get paid for their 
                  bouts. Most boxers begin as amateurs while learning to box. The 
                  Golden Gloves, which began in 1926 in Chicago and in 1927 in New York, is one of the most famous
               tournaments for amateur boxers. In the early days of amateur boxing, promoters often
               awarded small prizes to amateur winners and would buy back the prize from the winner
               for cash, thus complying with the amateur rules but yet allowing the boxers to earn
               some money for their efforts.
            

            
            
               All sports in the 
                  Olympic Games
               were restricted to amateur competitors until the 1980s, when professionals began to
               be accepted in various sports. Boxing in the Olympic Games is still restricted to
               amateur boxers, although most other Olympic sports allow professionals to compete.
               In some communist countries, such as 
                  Cuba
               and 
                  Russia, successful amateur boxers were not allowed to become professional boxers, and consequently
               some of the best Olympic boxers, such as three-time Olympic 
                  heavyweight
               champion 
                  Teófilo Stevenson, never had the opportunity to compete against champions such as 
                  Muhammad Ali, 
                  George Foreman, or 
                  Joe Frazier.
            

            
            
               Amateur boxing is administered worldwide by the 
                  International Boxing Association (AIBA)
               and within the 
                  United States
               by USA Boxing.
            

            
            
               
                  See also
               BRONZE MEDAL; GOLD MEDAL; SILVER MEDAL.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ARCEL, RAY
         

         
         	
            
            
               B. 30 August 1899, Terre Haute, Indiana. D. 6 March 1994, New York, New York. Ray
               Arcel was one of boxing’s most accomplished and respected 
                  trainers. His day job was as a purchasing agent for the Meehanite Metal Corporation, but he
               is best remembered for his work as a boxing trainer.
            

            
            
               Although born in Indiana, he was raised in the East Harlem section of New York at
               a time when the neighborhood housed mixed ethnic groups, although Arcel claimed that
               his was the only Jewish family there. He claimed he attended Stuyvesant High School
               in Manhattan—one of the more prestigious schools academically in the city—although
               his biographer, Donald Dewey, disputes that claim.
            

            
            
               He began 
                  training
               boxers in the 1920s and continued into the 1950s. During the 1950s, he arranged fights
               for the American Broadcasting Company television network. Some of the 
                  bouts
               competed with those of the 
                  International Boxing Club, an organization with reputed underworld associations, and on 14 September 1953 he
               was attacked in Boston, knocked unconscious on the head with a lead pipe, and was
               in the hospital for 19 days in critical condition. He subsequently dropped out of
               boxing for two decades but resumed in the 1970s as the trainer of 
                  Roberto Durán.
            

            
            
               He trained boxing champions from the 1920s to the 1980s. The last championship bout
               he worked was at the age of 82 with 
                  Larry Holmes
               in his 1982 defense against 
                  Gerry Cooney. Among the other champions he handled were Jack “Kid” Berg, 
                  Jim Braddock, Lou Brouillard, 
                  Ezzard Charles, Roberto Durán, Sixto Escobar, Alfonso “Peppermint” Frazer, Ceferino Garcia, 
                  Kid Gavilán, 
                  Frankie Genaro, Abe Goldstein, Larry Holmes, Bob Olin, Charley Phil Rosenberg, 
                  Barney Ross, Billy Soose, Freddie Steele, Teddy Yarosz, 
                  Tony Zale, and 
                  Benny 
               
                  Leonard, his favorite. He worked with more than 2,000 boxers in his career and claimed that
               he was the trainer of 14 different opponents of 
                  heavyweight
               champion 
                  Joe Louis.
            

            
            
               Boxing writer A. J. Liebling described Arcel as “severe and decisive, like a teacher
               in a Hebrew school.” Arcel favored brains over brawn, and he was quoted as saying,
               “The name of the game has always been outsmarting the other fighter, not beating him
               to a pulp. If you can’t outsmart him, [if you] don’t use your brain, you’re going
               to be a loser.”
            

            
            
               Arcel was inducted into the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1991.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ARGENTINA
         

         
         	
            
            
               In 
                  amateur boxing, Argentinean boxers first competed in the 1920 
                  Olympic Games
               and have entered 21 Olympic boxing tournaments—every one except 1980, when Argentina
               boycotted the games. They have won seven 
                  gold medals, seven 
                  silver medals, and 10 
                  bronze medals 
               and are in 10th place among all countries in boxing. Their first Olympic gold medals
               in boxing came in 1928, when Víctor Avendaño won the 
                  light heavyweight
               class and Arturo Rodríguez won the 
                  heavyweight
               class. Argentina won two more in 1932, with 
                  featherweight
               Carmelo Robledo and heavyweight Alberto Lovell. Featherweight Óscar Casanovas in 1936
               and 
                  flyweight
               
                  Pascual Pérez
               and heavyweight Rafael Iglesias in 1948 were Argentina’s other Olympic gold medalists.
            

            
            
               One of the earliest Argentine professional boxers to come to the 
                  United States
               was 
                  Luis Ángel Firpo, who challenged 
                  Jack Dempsey
               for Dempsey’s heavyweight championship title in 1923 and knocked Dempsey down twice
               before losing in one of boxing’s most memorable 
                  bouts. There have been more than 35 Argentinean professional world champion boxers. Among
               the best have been Horacio Accavallo, Juan Martín Coggi, Hugo Corro, Miguel Ángel
               Cuello, 
                  Víctor Galíndez, Santos Benigno Laciar, Nicolino Locche, 
                  Carlos Monzón, Pascual Pérez, and Julio César Vásquez. Other top Argentinean professional boxers
               include Jorge Ahumada, Óscar Bonavena, Eduardo Lausse, Alejandro Lavorante, Gregorio
               Peralta, and Víctor Zalazar.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ARGÜELLO, ALEXIS “EL FLACO EXPLOSIVO”
         

         
         	
            
            
               B. 19 April 1952, Managua, Nicaragua. D. 1 July 2009, Managua, Nicaragua. Nicaragua,
               a rather small country in Central America, has produced several accomplished athletes,
               such as perfect-game major league baseball pitcher Dennis Martínez and seven other
               major league baseball players, weight lifter Karla Moreno Rodríguez, and soccer players
               Emilio Palacios and Samuel Wilson. Several other accomplished athletes were born in
               Nicaragua but were raised in other countries, such as the swimming champion Poll sisters
               and the taekwondo champion López family. It is in the sport of boxing where Nicaraguans
               have demonstrated the most success. José Alfaro, Rosendo Álvarez, Eddie Gazo, Eduardo
               Ray Márquez, Ricardo Mayorga, Juan Palacios, Luis Alberto Pérez, and Adonis Rivas
               have all captured world championships.
            

            
            
               By far the best-known Nicaraguan athlete in history was boxer Alexis Argüello. Nicknamed
               “El Flaco Explosivo” (the explosive thin man), Argüello fought professionally from
               1968 to 1986 and then made a brief two-
                  bout
               comeback attempt in 1994 and 1995. He fought 33 of his first 34 bouts in Nicaragua
               and compiled a 31–3 record, with 26 fights ending short of the scheduled distance.
               On 16 February 1974, he was matched with 
                  Panamanian
               Ernesto Marcel for Marcel’s 
                  World Boxing Association
               
                  (WBA)
               world 
                  featherweight
               title but lost a unanimous 15-round
               
                  decision. Later that year (23 November 1974), Argüello 
                  knocked out
               
                  Rubén Olivares
               at 1:20 of the 13th round in Inglewood, California, and won the WBA world featherweight
               championship.
            

            
            
               Argüello successfully defended that title four times (all with knockout victories)
               and then abandoned his featherweight title to challenge for the WBA 
                  super featherweight
               title. He won that crown by stopping champion Alfredo Escalera on cuts at 2:06 of
               the 13th round in San Juan, 
                  Puerto Rico. Argüello made eight successful defenses of that title before abandoning it and moving
               up in weight to challenge for the 
                  lightweight
               title.
            

            
            
               On 20 June 1981, Argüello won a 
                  unanimous decision
               over Scotsman James Watt in London, 
                  England, and won his third title. He defended it successfully four times and then challenged
               WBA 
                  light welterweight
               champion Aaron Pryor on 12 November 1982 in Miami, Florida, in an attempt to win a
               fourth title. Pryor stopped Argüello at 1:06 of the 14th round in one of the most
               hotly contested fights of the 1980s. In a rematch on 9 September 1983, in 
                  Las Vegas, Nevada, Pryor again stopped Argüello—this time by knockout at 1:48 of the 10th round.
               Argüello retired after the bout but made two brief two-bout comebacks. He won both
               fights by knockout in his first comeback attempt in 1985 and 1986, and then eight
               years later won a bout by 
                  majority decision
               in 1994 but was defeated on 21 January 1995 on a unanimous 10-round decision by 
                  journeyman
               Scott Walker.
            

            
            
               Argüello had an adventurous life in addition to being one of boxing’s greatest champions.
               He survived the devastating 1972 earthquake in Managua. He was a freedom fighter for
               the Contras against the Sandinista Liberation Front during the 1980s. He later became
               active in Nicaraguan politics on the side of the Sandinistas, became vice mayor of
               Managua in 2004, and in 2008 won a controversial election for mayor. He earned millions
               of dollars as a boxer yet battled a drug addiction that left him near bankruptcy.
               Although never an 
                  Olympic
               athlete, Alexis Argüello was the flag bearer for Nicaragua at the 2008 Olympics in
               Beijing.
            

            
            
               His death occurred under suspicious circumstances. He allegedly shot himself through
               the heart, and the death was officially ruled a suicide, but given Argüello’s political
               activities questions still remain.
            

            
            
               Argüello was five foot 10 inches tall and had a 72-inch 
                  reach. He fought at weights ranging from 118 to 143 pounds, from featherweight to light
               welterweight. In 85 professional bouts from 1968 to 1995, he won 77 (62 by knockout),
               lost eight (four by knockout), and fought a total of 492 rounds. He was inducted into
               the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1992.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ARMSTRONG, HENRY “HURRICANE HANK,” “HAMMERIN’ HANK,” “HOMICIDE HANK” (né HENRY JACKSON
            JR.)
         

         
         	ARMSTRONG, HENRY (né HENRY JACKSON JR.)

         
         	
            
            
               B. 12 December 1912, Columbus, Mississippi. D. 22 October 1988, Los Angeles, California.
               Henry Armstrong was the first man to hold three world championships simultaneously—and
               the only man to do so, since the rules were changed subsequently, prohibiting a fighter
               from holding more than one title.
            

            
            
               He began boxing under the name “Melody Jackson” and had two pro 
                  bouts
               under that name in 1931. He then returned to the 
                  amateur
               ranks under the name “Henry Armstrong” in a failed bid to make the 1932 
                  United States
               
                  Olympic
               team. After he did not succeed in doing so, he began boxing professionally as Henry
               Armstrong, with his first bout under that name on 30 August 1932 in Los Angeles, California.
               In an unusual start for a future world champion, he lost his first two bouts boxing
               as Armstrong. He then won 11 straight bouts before his next defeat.
            

            
            
               By 1937, his record was 72–11–7, with most of his bouts on the West Coast and a few
               in 
                  Mexico. On 29 October 1937, he fought his first world title bout—something he would do 23
               additional times over the next four years. On that date, he knocked out Petey Sarron
               in six 
                  rounds
               and won the world’s 
                  featherweight
               title. Armstrong never defended this crown and never again made the featherweight
               limit of 126 pounds for a fight. He relinquished the title shortly after he won his
               next two titles.
            

            
            
               On 31 May 1938, although he only weighed 133 pounds, he won the 
                  welterweight
               title (147-pound class) on a 
                  unanimous decision
               over 
                  Barney Ross. In Armstrong’s next bout, he won his third title, the 
                  lightweight
               title, by winning a 
                  split decision
               over Lou Ambers on 17 August 1938. In his next seven fights, he concentrated on defending
               the welterweight title even though he weighed in under the lightweight limit of 135
               pounds for all of them. He defeated Ceferino Garcia (New York, 15-round 
                  decision); Al Manfredo (Cleveland, 
                  technical knockout
               [TKO] 3 rounds); Alberto “Baby” Arizmendi (Los Angeles, 10-round decision); Bobby
               Pacho (Havana, 
                  Cuba, TKO 4); Lew Feldman (St. Louis, first-round 
                  knockout); Davey Day (New York, TKO 12); and Englishman Ernie Roderick (London, 
                  England, 15-round decision).
            

            
            
               On 22 August 1939, Armstrong lost his lightweight title to Lou Ambers in a close fight
               that Armstrong would have won had he not been penalized five rounds for low blows
               by 
                  referee
               Arthur Donovan.
            

            
            
               In 1939 and 1940, Armstrong successfully defended the welterweight title eight times,
               winning seven times by knockout or technical knockout and fighting in eight different
               states.
            

            
            
               On 1 March 1940, Henry came very close in his attempt to be the first man to win titles
               in four different weight divisions. On that date in Los Angeles, he went 10 rounds
               with 
                  middleweight
               Ceferino Garcia in a close bout that was ruled a 
                  draw. Referee George Blake was the sole arbiter of the bout, which many observers thought
               that Armstrong had won.
            

            
            
               Armstrong made four more successful title defenses in 1940 before finally losing his
               crown to Fritzie Zivic on 4 October 1940 at 
                  Madison Square Garden. The bout was even going into the final round, but Zivic easily won the round and
               the title. The two fought a rematch at the Garden three months later, but that time
               Zivic stopped Armstrong in the 12th round in what would be Henry’s final championship
               bout.
            

            
            
               He continued fighting until 1945, winning most of his fights, including victories
               over future lightweight champion Juan Zurita, Zivic, former lightweight champion Lew
               Jenkins, and future 
                  junior welterweight
               champion Tippy Larkin. He also lost to future welterweight and middleweight champion
                  “Sugar Ray” Robinson.
            

            
            
               Armstrong’s last professional fight was on 14 February 1945, a 10-round loss to Chester
               Slider. In retirement, Armstrong became an ordained Baptist minister.
            

            
            
               Armstrong was five foot five inches tall and had a 67-inch 
                  reach. He fought at weights ranging from 120 to 148 pounds, from featherweight to welterweight.
               In 181 professional bouts, from 1931 to 1945, he won 150 (101 by knockout), lost 21
               (two by knockout), had 10 draws, and fought a total of 1,156 rounds. He was inducted
               as a member of the inaugural class of the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1990.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ARUM, ROBERT “BOB”
         

         
         	
            
            
               B. 8 December 1931, New York, New York. Bob Arum is a graduate of Erasmus Hall High
               School in Brooklyn, New York, and holds degrees from New York University and Harvard
               Law School. He worked as an attorney for the 
                  United States
               Department of Justice but became interested in boxing promoting in the 1960s, and
               since then he, along with rival promoter 
                  Don King, have been the two major boxing promoters in the United States.
            

            
            
               The first world championship 
                  bout 
               promoted by Arum’s organization, Top Rank, was the 
                  Muhammad Ali–George Chuvalo
               match on 29 March 1966 in Toronto, 
                  Canada. Top Rank and Arum promoted a total of 27 of Ali’s bouts and have promoted more than
               400 world championship bouts. Virtually all of the major boxers since then have appeared
               in a Top Rank promotion at one time or another.
            

            
            
               As with many boxing promoters, he has not been immune from controversy and has sued
               and been sued, been fined by a state boxing 
                  commission, and been investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but he has managed
               to continue promoting boxing and, as of 2012, is still one of boxing’s two major promoters.
            

            
            
               He was inducted into the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ATLANTIC CITY
         

         
         	
            
            
               Atlantic City, a coastal resort city in southern New Jersey, became the site of many
               major boxing 
                  bouts
               in the 1980s as the state of New Jersey legalized 
                  casinos
               in 1976 and many of them began to add periodic boxing shows to their offerings. Some
               of the better-known casinos include Atlantis, Bally’s, Caesar’s, Resorts, and Trump
               Casino. Atlantic City has also used the famed Boardwalk Hall, sometimes referred to
               as the Convention Center, as a site for major boxing events. 
                  Las Vegas, which also has legal casinos, is Atlantic City’s chief competition in the quest
               to attract boxing’s major bouts.
            

            
            
               Promoter 
                  Don King
               helped popularize the venue by featuring 
                  Mike Tyson
               in eight different 
                  cards
               during the 1980s as Tyson was rising through the ranks to become world 
                  heavyweight
               champion. After Tyson won the championship, he defended the title in Atlantic City
               against Tyrell Biggs, 
                  Larry Holmes, 
                  Michael Spinks, and Carl Williams during that decade.
            

            
            
               In recent years, with the rise in legal casinos throughout the 
                  United States, Atlantic City’s prominent role in boxing has diminished somewhat.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ATLAS, THEODORE A. “TEDDY”
         

         
         	
            
            
               B. 29 July 1956, Staten Island, New York. Teddy Atlas was the son of an esteemed physician
               on Staten Island.
            

            
            
               As a youth, Teddy was in and out of trouble and has a scar the length of his face
               that reportedly took 400 stitches to close as a result of a street fight. He also
               served time for an armed robbery.
            

            
            
               He began working with 
                  Cus D’Amato
               at D’Amato’s gym in upstate New York in 1976 and had several 
                  amateur
               
                  bouts, winning the 139-pound championship of the Adirondack 
                  Golden Gloves
               tournament. He had to quit boxing due to a back injury and became a 
                  trainer
               full-time. While with D’Amato, he worked briefly with a young 
                  Mike Tyson. He left the D’Amato camp in 1982 after a confrontation with Tyson.
            

            
            
               As a trainer, Atlas worked with Simon Brown, Joey Gamache, Kallie Knoetze, Donny Lalonde,
               
                  Barry McGuigan, Michael Moorer, and Alexander Povetkin, as well as the 1980 Swedish Olympic boxing
               team.
            

            
            
               He also worked with dancer-choreographer Twyla Tharp to aid her in a comeback, helped
               prepare actor Willem Dafoe for his role as a boxer in the film 
                  Triumph of the Spirit, and choreographed the fight scenes for that picture.
            

            
            
               In 1997, in memory of his late father, he founded the Dr. Theodore A. Atlas Memorial
               Foundation, which is a “community service organization that provides financial, legal
               and emotional support to individuals and organizations in need, and focuses particularly
               on the needs of children. In the spirit of Dr. Atlas, who provided free medical care
               to those who could not afford it and made house calls to give personal care to his
               patients until he was 80 years old, the Foundation has attempted since its inception
               to ease the burden of the less fortunate among us. And it accomplishes this in a very
               human way, in a way which preserves the dignity of the people it helps.”
            

            
            
               In recent years, he has become a boxing color analyst and is probably best known to
               the boxing public in that role, although he continues to work as a trainer. In 2006,
               he coauthored his autobiography with Peter Alson, and in 2010 he coauthored a book
               with 
                  Bert Randolph Sugar, 
                  The Ultimate Book of Boxing Lists.
            

            
         

         
         	
            ATTELL, ABRAHAM WASHINGTON “ABE,” “THE LITTLE HEBREW”
         

         
         	
            
            
               B. 22 February 1883, San Francisco, California. D. 7 February 1970, New Paltz, New
               York. Abe Attell was one of the very few individuals who made a significant impact
               in the worlds of both boxing and baseball. He was quite successful as a boxer, winning
               the world’s 
                  featherweight
               championship and retaining it for a decade. He also became friendly with several professional
               gamblers and was one of the people responsible for bribing several White Sox major
               league baseball players to conspire to lose the 1919 World Series. Neither the gamblers
               nor the baseball players were ever convicted, although eight baseball players were
               banned from the sport for life.
            

            
            
               Attell began his boxing career in 1900 in his native San Francisco but moved to Denver,
               Colorado, shortly afterward. After only a year as a professional, Attell fought the
               great 
                  George Dixon, who had been world’s 
                  bantamweight
               and featherweight champion. The two fought a 10-round draw 
               on 23 August 1901 in Denver, then a 20-round draw two months later in Cripple Creek,
               Colorado, and just eight days after that 
                  bout, a third time in St. Louis, Missouri, which was won by Attell on a 15-round 
                  decision. Following that bout, Attell claimed the world’s featherweight championship.
            

            
            
               Attell enhanced his title claim by beating Johnny Reagan on 3 September 1903 on a
               20-round decision, and after a 10-round draw with Harry Forbes on 4 January 1904 followed
               by a fifth-round 
                  knockout
               of Forbes one month later, he gained universal recognition as world’s featherweight
               champion. Over the next eight years, Attell fought 23 bouts with the title at stake,
               as well as 84 
                  nontitle bouts, all over the country, from Maine to California. Most of the nontitle bouts were
               
                  no-decision
               bouts in which Attell received the 
                  newspaper decision.
            

            
            
               On 22 February 1912 (Abe’s 29th birthday), in Vernon, California, Attell was defeated
               by decision in a 20-round bout with Johnny Kilbane and lost his championship claim.
               Attell had also won a title defense on his 23rd birthday in 1906 and might be the
               only fighter in boxing history to both win and lose a championship on his birthday.
               Attell continued boxing through 1913, then after a year’s retirement fought once in
               1915 and twice more in 1917 before permanently retiring from the 
                  ring
               after a 29 November 1917 no-decision bout.
            

            
            
               After he retired, he owned a shoe store in New York and also worked in vaudeville.
               In 1919, he allegedly was the “bag man” for gambler Arnold Rothstein, who attempted
               to fix the outcome of the 1919 baseball World Series. When a grand jury investigated
               the scandal, Attell was able to convince them that the Abe Attell mentioned by others
               as part of the conspiracy was actually some one else, and he was never indicted.
            

            
            
               Attell was five foot four inches tall and had a 66-inch 
                  reach. He fought at weights ranging from 116 to 133 pounds, primarily as a bantamweight
               and featherweight. In 154 professional bouts, from 1900 to 1917, he won 72 (39 by
               knockout), lost 10 (five by knockout), had 17 draws and two 
                  no contests, and fought 53 no-decision bouts, in which he was awarded the newspaper decision
               in 41, was the loser in six, and six others were drawn. He fought a total of 1,487
               rounds. He was inducted as a member of the inaugural class of the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame
               in 1990.
            

            
         

         
         	
            AUSTRALIA
         

         
         	
            
            
               In a country that loves sports, boxing has always played a significant role in Australia,
               dating back to the 19th century. In 
                  amateur boxing, Australian boxers first competed in the 1908 
                  Olympic Games. That year, Australia and New Zealand sent a combined team as “Australasia.” Their
               representative in the boxing tournament was all-around sportsman 
                  Reginald “Snowy” Baker, who won the 
                  silver medal
               in boxing in addition to competing in the swimming and diving competitions. Australia
               also entered the 1924 Olympic boxing tournament, and from 1936 to 2012 have competed
               in boxing in each Olympic Games—one of only four countries to do so, the others being
               
                  France, 
                  Great Britain, and 
                  Italy. In addition to Baker, Australian boxers have won four other Olympic medals—bantamweight
               Ollie Taylor, 1956 
                  bronze; 
                  light middleweight
               Grahame Cheney, 1988 silver; 
                  welterweight
               Kevin Hogarth, 1956 bronze; and 
                  light heavyweight
               Tony Madigan, 1960 bronze. (Madigan also came to New York in 1959 and won the New
               York 
                  Golden Gloves
               and the Eastern Regional Golden Gloves but was defeated by 
                  Cassius Clay
               in the Chicago–New York Intercity Golden Gloves competition.)
            

            
            
               Professional 
                  heavyweight
               champion 
                  Tommy Burns
               fought several fights in Australia, including one on 26 December 1908 in Sydney in
               which he lost his title to 
                  Jack Johnson
               in the 14th 
                  round.
            

            
            
               Australia has produced 16 fighters who have won world championships during their careers.
               They are Jimmy Carruthers, Billy Dib, Lester Ellis, Johnny Famechon, Jeff Fenech,
               Daniel Geale, Danny Green, Young Griffo, Jeff Harding, Philip Holiday, Rocky Mattioli,
               Barry Michael, Anthony Mundine, Lovemore N’Dou, Robbie Peden, and Lionel Rose. Gairy
               St. Clair was born in Guyana but now boxes out of Australia. In addition, 
                  Russian-born world champion 
                  Kosta Tszyu
               immigrated to Australia in 1992 and has dual citizenship. Among the best Australian
               professional boxers who did not become world champions have been Les Darcy, 
                  Peter Jackson
               (although born in the Dutch West Indies, he was raised in Australia), and indigenous
               fighters Tony Mundine and Dave Sands.
            

            
            
               One of the most knowledgeable and respected Australian boxing personalities (writer,
               announcer, 
                  judge) was Ray Mitchell, who has been nominated (but not yet elected) to the 
                  International Boxing Hall of Fame.
            

            
         

         
      

      
   
      B

      
      
      
         
         	BAER, MAXIMILIAN ADELBERT “MAX,” “THE LIVERMORE LARUPPER,” “MADCAP MAXIE”

         
         	
            B. 11 February 1909, Omaha, Nebraska. D. 21 November 1959, Hollywood, California.
               Although Max Baer would not be considered Jewish by Orthodox and Conservative Jews,
               the fact that his paternal grandfather was Jewish made Max a Jew in the eyes of Reform
               and Reconstructionist Jews. Although personally a nonsectarian believer, he capitalized
               on his Jewishness (wearing a Star of David on his trunks) in a bout against German Max Schmeling, a personal favorite of Adolph Hitler.
            

            
            Baer, born in the Midwest, moved with his family to California at the age of 13 and
               settled several years later in Livermore, California. His father, Jacob, was a butcher
               who raised livestock on a ranch. Max worked for him and built up his body by carrying
               meat carcasses. He began a professional boxing career in 1929, and his first recorded bout was on 16 May in Stockton, California,
               where he knocked out a fighter billed as “Chief Caribou” in the second round of a four-round bout. He continued his ring activity and in a little over a year had amassed a record of 23–3 with 19 knockouts. On 25 August 1930, Baer knocked out ring veteran Frankie Campbell in five rounds.
               Campbell died the following day, and this significantly altered Baer’s boxing career.
            

            
            Although he had one of boxing’s hardest punches, Baer lost four of his next six bouts
               because he became afraid of being too aggressive and started to loop his punches.
               Former heavyweight champion Jack Dempsey began working with Baer, helping him to redirect his punches. Baer’s record improved,
               and he won 10 consecutive bouts. On 31 August 1932, he won a majority decision from Ernie Schaaf, to whom Baer had lost two years previously. Schaaf took a bad
               beating in that fight, and in a subsequent fight in February 1933 against Primo Carnera, not known as a powerful puncher, suffered a brain hemorrhage and died four days
               later.
            

            
            Baer’s next big fight was on 8 June 1933 against the former world’s heavyweight champion
               Max Schmeling. In Ring magazine’s “Fight of the Year,” Baer stopped Schmeling in the 10th round before 53,000 fans
               at Yankee Stadium.
            

            
            Baer did not fight again for one year, and when he did he fought the giant Italian
               Primo Carnera for the world’s heavyweight title on 14 June 1934 at the outdoor facility
               in Long Island City, New York, known as the Madison Square Garden Bowl. Baer gave Carnera a savage beating in the bout, knocking him down about 10
               times before the bout was stopped in the 11th round.
            

            
            Baer held the world’s heavyweight championship for one year before losing it to James J. Braddock, a 10–1 underdog, in one of boxing’s biggest upsets. Baer took the challenger lightly
               and did not train extensively for the bout, while Braddock saw the bout as his chance
               of a lifetime and trained hard for it.
            

            
            Baer’s next fight, only three months later, was with the undefeated (21–0) Joe Louis. Louis knocked Baer down twice in the third round before finishing him for the count
               in the fourth round. It was later disclosed that Baer fought the bout with a broken
               right hand that had not healed since the Braddock fight.
            

            
            After the Louis fight, Baer fought 21 bouts throughout the western United States against lesser opposition and won 20, losing only to Willie Davies in a six-round
               bout billed as an exhibition, but one in which the referee gave the decision to Davies.
            

            
            Baer traveled to England in 1937 and lost a 12-round decision to British Empire heavyweight champion Tommy
               Farr but defeated Ben Foord. In 1938, Farr came to the United States, and Baer beat
               him in a 15-round bout at Madison Square Garden.
            

            
            Baer continued fighting until 1941 and retired after Lou Nova stopped him in 11 rounds
               on 4 April 1941.
            

            
            After he retired, Baer had a nightclub act with former boxer “Slapsie Maxie” Rosenbloom and acted in about 20 motion pictures. He also did some refereeing of boxing and
               wrestling bouts. His brother Buddy Baer was a top heavyweight contender who twice
               fought Joe Louis unsuccessfully in heavyweight title bouts. Max’s son, Max Baer Jr.,
               was also an actor and was best known for his part as Jethro Bodine in The Beverly Hillbillies television series. Max Baer died of a heart attack at the age of 50.
            

            
            Baer was six foot two inches tall and had an 81-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 190 to 226 pounds as a heavyweight. In 80 professional
               bouts, from 1929 to 1941, he won 67 (52 by knockout), lost 13 (three by knockout),
               and fought a total of 426 rounds. He also fought one six-round no-decision bout in
               which he was awarded the newspaper decision. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1995.
            

         

         
         	BAKER, REGINALD LESLIE “SNOWY”

         
         	
            B. 8 February 1884, Sydney, Australia. D. 2 December 1953, Hollywood, California. Reginald “Snowy” Baker was a man for
               all seasons and competed successfully in more than 20 sports. Called “Snowy” due to
               his extremely light-colored hair, he won swimming events in high school, played water
               polo for his club, and competed in athletics events. In 1902, he began service in
               the military and won prizes for fencing. In 1904, he played for Australia in an international
               rugby match with Great Britain.
            

            
            He began boxing in 1902 and became New South Wales’s amateur middleweight champion. He competed in the 1908 London Olympic Games boxing tournament and was the only non-British boxing medalist. That year’s competition
               was conducted on only one day, 27 October, and Baker won two bouts by knockout and one by decision before losing a decision in the final bout and earning the silver medal.
            

            
            That year’s Olympic Games events were spread from April through October, and the swimming
               and diving events were held in July. Baker competed in the springboard diving on 14
               July but finished sixth and last in his group in the first round and was eliminated
               from further competition in the event. Ten days later, he was a member of the Australasian
               (Australia plus New Zealand) swimming 4 x 200 relay team and helped them win their
               semifinal heat, but they could only manage fourth place in the final.
            

            
            After he returned to Sydney, he opened a physical culture company and offered mail-order
               courses. He wrote for a local newspaper, wrote a book on physical culture, and began
               publishing a magazine, Snowy Baker’s Magazine. He also worked as a boxing referee and helped Hugh D. McIntosh build boxing stadiums in Australia and helped promote
               the boxing career of Les Darcy.
            

            
            Baker began acting in films in Australia with his horse Boomerang and left in 1920
               to go to Hollywood to further his film career. Billed as “Rex ‘Snowy’ Baker,” he appeared
               in about a dozen films in Australia and the United States during the 1920s. He was an excellent horseman and trained Hollywood stars in riding.
               He also acted as technical advisor in Westerns.
            

            
            An accomplished polo player, he purchased an ownership interest in the Riviera Country
               Club and spent his time as riding instructor to Hollywood stars as well as playing
               polo.
            

            
            He died at the age of 69 of cerebro-vascular disease.

         

         
         	BANTAMWEIGHT

         
         	
            Bantamweight is a boxing weight class with a maximum weight of 118 pounds, although
               the weight limits in early bantamweight bouts varied from 114 to 118 pounds. George Dixon, a black boxer from Nova Scotia, Canada, is generally considered to be the first bantamweight champion. His 27 June 1890
               bout with Edwin “Nunc” Wallace in London in which Wallace retired after 19 rounds of their scheduled 30 rounds was advertised for the world 114-pound championship.
               As with most of the lighter weight classes, the bantamweight class has never been
               very popular in the United States. Among the best bantamweights have been Jimmy Barry, Panama Al Brown, Gaby Canizales,
               Orlando Canizales, Jimmy Carruthers, Jeff Chandler, Sixto Escobar, Masahiko “Fighting” Harada, Pete Herman, Éder Jofre, Raúl Macías, Anselmo Moreno, Rubén Olivares, Manuel Ortiz, Vic Toweel, Alfonso Zamora, and Carlos Zárate.
            

         

         
         	BARBELLA, THOMAS ROCCO

         
         	
            See GRAZIANO, ROCKY “THE ROCK” (né THOMAS ROCCO BARBELLA).
            

         

         
         	BAREKNUCKLES

         
         	
            Prior to the 20th century, the predominant style of boxing was bareknuckle. Bouts were conducted initially under Jack Broughton’s Rules and then later under the London Prize Ring Rules, which stipulated that a round would end when one contestant was knocked down and that a 30 second rest period would
               occur between rounds. Bouts were usually to a finish—when one contestant was unable
               to continue or surrendered. The institution of the Marquess of Queensberry Rules in 1867, which required boxers to wear gloves, gradually eliminated bareknuckle contests, and by the 20th century boxing was restricted
               to gloved bouts.
            

            
            Englishman James Figg had a school in which he taught various forms of self-defense
               and from 1719 to 1730 was recognized as the first bareknuckle champion.
            

            
            Among other of the best-known bareknuckle boxers were Tom Allen, Jem Belcher, Bendigo, Ben Brain, Jack Broughton, James “Deaf” Burke, Ben Caunt, Peter Crawley, Tom Cribb, Bill Darts, Joe Goss, Thomas Jackling, John Jackson, Jake Kilrain, Jem Mace, Daniel Mendoza, Tom Molineaux, Tom Paddock, Henry Pearce, Paddy Ryan, Tom Sayers, Harry Sellers, Jack Slack, Tom
               Spring, John L. Sullivan, and Jem Ward. Sullivan concluded his career under Marquess of Queensberry Rules
               and is generally considered the last bareknuckle heavyweight champion.
            

            
            See also APPENDIXES H, I, and J for early boxing rules.
            

         

         
         	BARROW, JOSEPH LOUIS

         
         	
            See LOUIS, JOE “THE BROWN BOMBER” (né JOSEPH LOUIS BARROW).
            

         

         
         	BASILIO, CARMINE “CARMEN,” “THE UPSTATE ONION FARMER”

         
         	
            B. 7 July 1927, Canastota, New York. D. 7 November 2012, Rochester, New York. Carmen
               Basilio was a boxer who was never afraid to take a punch, and many of his bouts were described as “wars” by the boxing press. In five consecutive years, from 1955
               to 1959, one of his bouts was selected by Ring magazine as the “Fight of the Year.”
            

            
            After serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, Basilio began a professional boxing career with his first bout on 24 November 1948 in Binghamton, New York. Most of his
               early bouts were in the Upstate New York cities of Binghamton, Syracuse, Buffalo,
               Utica, and Rochester. After compiling a record of 19–2–2, he fought his first fight
               in New York City but lost an eight-round decision to Mike Koballa at the Eastern Parkway
               Arena in Brooklyn. He then spent several months in New Orleans, Louisiana, where he
               won three of five bouts with one loss and one draw.
            

            
            By 29 May 1952, Basilio had a not exceptional record of 28–8–3. On that date, in Syracuse,
               he fought the undefeated (32–0–1) Chuck Davey, an up-and-coming fighter who had been
               a four-time national collegiate champion. Although Basilio won the decision, it was
               announced that one of the judges’ scorecards had been marked incorrectly, and the result was changed to a draw. In
               their subsequent rematch six weeks later, Davey clearly won a unanimous decision.
            

            
            In 1953, Basilio had two 12-round bouts with Billy Graham that were billed for the USA New York State welterweight title. Carmen won the first, and the second was a draw. Basilio then challenged Kid Gavilán for the world welterweight title but lost a split decision in Syracuse on 18 September 1953.
            

            
            Basilio then won nine of his next 11 bouts with two draws. On 10 June 1955, he won
               the world’s welterweight title by stopping Tony DeMarco in the 12th round in DeMarco’s
               hometown of Boston. The bout earned recognition by Ring magazine as the 1955 “Fight of the Year.” But in his very first title defense on
               14 March 1956 in Chicago, Basilio was outpointed by Johnny Saxton and lost the title.
               Saxton, at that time, was controlled by underworld figure Frank “Blinky” Palermo,
               and the decision was questionable. The two had a rematch six months later in Syracuse,
               and Basilio made sure of the victory by stopping Saxton in the ninth round in a fight
               that was named “Fight of the Year” by Ring magazine. A subsequent rematch in February 1957 was also won by Basilio with a second-round
               technical knockout.
            

            
            Basilio then set his sights on “Sugar Ray” Robinson’s middleweight title, and in the 1957 “Fight of the Year” won a split decision over Robinson and
               gained the middleweight title. Their 1958 rematch was again the “Fight of the Year,”
               but this time Robinson prevailed and rewon the title.
            

            
            Robinson was stripped of his title by the National Boxing Association (NBA) for inactivity (although he was still recognized as champion in New York and Massachusetts),
               and the NBA sanctioned a bout between Gene Fullmer and Basilio on 28 August 1959 for the middleweight title. For the fifth consecutive
               year, Basilio figured in Ring magazine’s “Fight of the Year,” but he was on the losing end this time, as Fullmer
               won on a 14th-round technical knockout. The two fought a rematch in 1960, but again
               Fullmer stopped Basilio—this time in the 12th round.
            

            
            After two victories in 1961, Basilio once more challenged for the middleweight title,
               now owned by Paul Pender, but again fell short, losing a unanimous decision.
            

            
            He retired following the bout and worked for Genesee Brewery in Rochester, New York,
               and also taught physical education at LeMoyne College in Syracuse. He was also associated
               with his brother, Paul, in a sausage-making company, Basilio’s Sausages.
            

            
            He was honored by his hometown of Canastota, New York, with a statue and that led
               to the founding of the International Boxing Hall of Fame in Canastota in 1990.
            

            
            Basilio was five foot six inches tall and had a 67-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 141 to 159 pounds as a welterweight and middleweight.
               In 79 professional bouts, from 1948 to 1961, he won 56 (27 by knockout), lost 16 (two
               by knockout), had seven draws, and fought a total of 634 rounds. He was inducted as
               a member of the inaugural class of the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1990.
            

         

         
         	BBBofC

         
         	
            See BRITISH BOXING BOARD OF CONTROL (BBBofC).
            

         

         
         	BENDIGO (né WILLIAM ABEDNEGO THOMPSON)

         
         	
            B. 18 October 1811, Sneinton, England. D. 23 August 1880, Beeston, England. William Abednego Thompson, who boxed as “Bendigo,”
               was one of triplets named for the brothers in the Bible—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
               He was a bareknuckle fighter who indirectly has a city named for him, albeit in Australia.
            

            
            Born into a family of 21 children, at the age of 15 he and his mother were placed
               in the Nottingham Workhouse upon the death of his father. When he was 18, he began
               boxing to earn money for his family. After winning his first 12 fights, he faced Ben
               Caunt on 21 July 1835 and defeated him in 22 rounds. (Bareknuckle rounds ended when a fighter went down and bouts were usually fought
               until one fighter was unable to continue.) Bendigo won another bout in 1836, a 52-round bout over John “Brassey” Leachman that was won on a foul. Bendigo had two bouts in 1837—a 32-rounder over Young Charles Langan and a 99-rounder
               over Bill Looney.
            

            
            In 1838, he again fought Caunt and lost on a foul after 75 rounds, Caunt claiming
               that Bendigo went down without being hit. Caunt then claimed the heavyweight championship. A rematch two months later was canceled. In 1839, Bendigo defeated
               James “Deaf” Burke and, after winning on a foul after 10 rounds, was given a championship
               belt of England from former boxer Jem Ward and retired from the ring. He came back
               six years later on 9 September 1845, when he defeated Caunt on a foul after 93 rounds.
               Bendigo again claimed the title. His next, and last, recorded bout occurred on 5 June
               1850, when he defeated Tom Paddock on a foul in 49 rounds.
            

            
            After retiring from prizefighting, Bendigo became an alcoholic. In 1872, he happened
               to attend a sermon and was inspired by it. He joined the Ebenezer Lodge of Good Templars
               and became an evangelist. Due to his popularity as a fighter, his sermons attracted
               large crowds.
            

            
            Bendigo was quite popular among the “fancy,” as boxing fans were known in those days,
               and even inspired Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes and a fight fan,
               to write a poem about him titled “Bendigo’s Sermon.”
            

            
            The city in Victoria, Australia, named Bendigo was indirectly named for him. A 19th-century
               Australian boxer admired William Thompson and took his nickname of Bendigo. An area
               in Australia was named Bendigo’s Creek after the Australian boxer, and when the gold
               rush town was built there, it was named Bendigo.
            

            
            As with most bareknuckle boxers, exact details of his boxing record are sketchy, although
               the Ring Record Book lists 20 bouts with 19 wins and one loss. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1991.
            

         

         
         	BENÍTEZ, WILFRED “EL RADAR”

         
         	
            B. 12 September 1958, New York, New York. Wilfred Benítez has the distinction of being
               the youngest person to win a world’s professional boxing championship. At an age when most aspiring fighters are boxing in Golden Gloves bouts as amateurs, he was fighting main events at Madison Square Garden.
            

            
            Although born in New York City, Benítez was raised in Puerto Rico, as his father, Gregorio, took the family to live in Puerto Rico when Wilfred was
               seven years old. Gregorio built his three sons a gymnasium with a boxing ring behind their house in Puerto Rico, and Wilfred and his brothers Gregorio Jr. and Frankie
               began boxing as amateurs. By the time he was 15 years old, Wilfred had a reported
               123–6 record as an amateur.
            

            
            On 22 November 1973, just two months after his 15th birthday, Wilfred Benítez fought
               his first professional fight, a first-round knockout over Hiram Santiago in San Juan, Puerto Rico. After winning his first 11 bouts (10
               by knockouts), all in Puerto Rico and St. Maarten, he came to the mainland and fought
               in the main event at the Felt Forum on 16 September 1974, with his brother Frankie fighting in the semifinal that night.
            

            
            Wilfred won easily on a fifth-round technical knockout over journeyman Al Hughes. One month later, Benítez was fighting Terry Summerhays at Madison Square
               Garden, while his brother Frankie was fighting Johnny Summerhays, Terry’s brother,
               on the same card. Both Benítez brothers won, both by sixth-round technical knockouts. After winning
               one more bout in New York, Wilfred returned to Puerto Rico in 1975, where he won his
               next 11 bouts, fighting eight times in Puerto Rico, twice on St. Maarten, and once
               back in New York.
            

            
            He was then matched with the experienced Colombian Antonio “Kid Pambelé” Cervantes, the World Boxing Association (WBA) light welterweight champion, on 6 March 1976 in San Juan. To the surprise of many, Benítez won a 15-round
               split decision and the title, becoming the youngest professional world champion in boxing history
               at the age of 17 years, five months, and 23 days. After two successful title defenses,
               Benítez was stripped of his title by the WBA for failing to give Cervantes a rematch.
               Benítez then moved up in class and fought as a welterweight. On 2 February 1977, Benítez was held to a draw in a 10-round nontitle bout against Harold Weston Jr.—the first bout that Benítez did not win.
            

            
            Benítez then won eight straight bouts to raise his record to 36–0–1 and on 14 January
               1979 defeated Carlos Palomino on a 15-round split decision in San Juan to win the World Boxing Council welterweight title. After one successful defense of that title against Harold Weston
               Jr., Benítez then fought the 1976 Olympic champion, “Sugar Ray” Leonard, who was being promoted as the sport’s next big star and who had won all of his 25
               bouts. The match on 30 November 1979 at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas went into the 15th round before Leonard, who was ahead on points, knocked Benítez
               down late in the round and referee Carlos Padilla stopped the fight with just six seconds to go.
            

            
            After the loss to Leonard, Benítez again moved up in weight class and fought as a
               light middleweight. He won all three of his bouts in this class in 1980, and on 23 May 1981 in Las Vegas
               he defeated the West Indian Britisher Maurice Hope by a 12th-round technical knockout
               to win the world’s light middleweight championship. He became only the eighth man
               in professional boxing history to win world titles in three different weight classes. Benítez successfully
               defended that title against the previously undefeated (22–0) Carlos Santos and the
               former lightweight and welterweight champion Roberto Durán. On 3 December 1982, at the Superdome in New Orleans, Benítez lost his light middleweight
               crown to Thomas Hearns on a 15-round majority decision.
            

            
            Benítez continued boxing through 1986 but lost four of his 11 fights. He made an ill-advised
               comeback attempt in 1990, winning two and losing two fights.
            

            
            Although Benítez was managed for much of his career by Bill Cayton and Jim Jacobs, two of boxing’s most honest and upright men, who then put part of his earnings in
               a trust fund not to be touched until after his retirement, apparently Benítez’s father,
               Gregorio, was able to access that account and reportedly spent it all. As a result,
               Benítez was awarded a modest pension by the Puerto Rico government. Since the mid-1990s,
               Benítez has been ravaged by posttraumatic encephalitis as a result of the head blows
               he took during his boxing career—an ironic ending for one of boxing’s best defensive
               fighters. Cared for by his mother until her death in 2008, and now by his sister Yvonne,
               his current situation is a sad ending to one of boxing’s greatest champions.
            

            
            Benítez is five foot 10 inches tall and has a 70-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 139 to 160 pounds as a light welterweight, welterweight,
               and light middleweight. In 62 professional bouts, from 1973 to 1990, he won 53 (31
               by knockout), lost eight (four by knockout), had one draw, and fought a total of 485
               rounds. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1996.
            

         

         
         	BENTON, GEORGE ALLEN “THE PROFESSOR”

         
         	
            B. 15 May 1933, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. D. 19 September 2011, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
               George Benton was one of the best middleweights of the 1950s and early 1960s, yet modern-day boxing fans know him primarily as a
               cornerman for some of boxing’s greatest fighters, such as Joe Frazier, Leon Spinks, Pernell Whitaker, and Evander Holyfield.
            

            
            Benton’s first professional bout was as a welterweight on 18 July 1949 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He won that bout as well as his next
               six before losing a six-round decision to Al Mobley on the undercard of the “Sugar Ray” Robinson–Robert Villemain middleweight championship bout outdoors at Municipal Stadium in
               Philadelphia on 5 June 1950.
            

            
            Fighting as a middleweight during the 1950s, Benton won 27 of his next 29 bouts from
               1951 to 1958, with most of the bouts being main events and many of them televised on the various “Fight of the Week” telecasts.
            

            
            As an excellent defensive boxer, he was never a crowd-pleaser, even though he won
               nearly all of his bouts.
            

            
            He continued to be a top middleweight although he had one stretch from 1958 to 1960
               in which he was outpointed in five of 10 bouts. On 6 August 1962, he decisioned Joey Giardello, who would become world’s middleweight champion the following year. Benton, although
               the number one rated middleweight, was unable to gain a world’s championship bout,
               possibly because his manager, Herman Diamond, refused to surrender a piece of his
               contract to make it happen.
            

            
            The closest he came were two bouts with Johnny Morris for the Pennsylvania State middleweight
               title in 1963 and 1964, with Morris winning the first and Benton the second. On 30
               November 1964, Benton won a close majority decision over Jimmy Ellis, then a middleweight who would later become the World Boxing Association’s heavyweight champion during Muhammad Ali’s  enforced retirement. In 1966, Benton lost all three bouts that year, including the
               only two in his career that he did not last the scheduled distance. Benton was stopped
               on cuts in the ninth round by Luis Manuel Rodríguez and did not answer the bell for
               the 10th round in a bout with Bennie Briscoe.
            

            
            Benton’s last professional bout was on 3 April 1970. His boxing career ended when
               he was shot in the back, with the bullet lodging near his spine. He began working
               with trainer Eddie Futch and became one of boxing’s top trainers. Manager Lou Duva hired Benton,
               and he trained many of boxing’s champions over the next four decades. Benton won the
               first two Boxing Writers’ Association of America Trainer of the Year awards in 1989
               and 1990.
            

            
            Benton was five foot nine inches tall and fought at weights ranging from 146 to 168
               pounds, primarily as a middleweight. In 76 professional bouts, from 1949 to 1970,
               he won 62 (37 by knockout), lost 13 (two by knockout), had one draw, and fought a total of 501 rounds. He began as a welterweight but fought most of
               his bouts as a middleweight. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 2001.
            

         

         
         	BENVENUTI, GIOVANNI “NINO”

         
         	
            B. 26 April 1938, Isola d’Istria, Italy (now Izola, Slovenia). Nino Benvenuti was undoubtedly Italy’s greatest boxer. Not
               only was he an accomplished amateur boxer, winning Italian national amateur championships five straight years from 1956
               to 1960, he also won the European light middleweight titles in 1957 and 1959 as well as the 1960 Olympic gold medal and was awarded the Val Barker Trophy as the outstanding boxer in the 1960 Olympic Games. He had a reported amateur record
               of 119–1.
            

            
            His first professional bout took place on 20 January 1961 in Trieste, Italy, and he won a six-round decision over the Tunisian Ben Ali Allala. That year he had 14 fights, all in Italy,
               and won them all, six by knockout. He had 15 more bouts in 1962 and again won all with five knockouts. On 1 March 1963,
               he won the Italian middleweight title with an 11th-round knockout of Tommaso Truppi in Rome. Benvenuti added 12 more
               wins to his record, with six knockouts, in 1963. He won nine more in 1964 and six
               others in 1965, for a total record of 65–0, before he challenged Italian Sandro Mazzinghi
               for Mazzinghi’s world light middleweight title in Milan on 18 June 1965. Benvenuti
               knocked out Mazzinghi in six rounds to become world champion.
            

            
            Benvenuti added the European middleweight championship on 14 May 1966 when he stopped
               the German Jupp Elze in the 14th round of their bout in Berlin, Germany, Benvenuti’s first fight outside of Italy. Benvenuti’s next fight outside his homeland
               was not as successful, as he lost his world light middleweight championship to the
               Korean Ki-Soo Kim in Seoul, Korea, on 25 June 1966 via a 15-round split decision.
            

            
            Returning to Italy, Nino won six straight bouts before going to the United States
               to fight world middleweight champion Emile Griffith at Madison Square Garden on 17 April 1967. Benvenuti won a unanimous 15-round decision and added the world’s
               middleweight championship to his resume. This would be the first of three bouts with
               Griffith over an 11-month period in which they would trade victories. Griffith rewon
               the title on 29 September 1967 outdoors at Shea Stadium in Flushing, New York, on
               a majority decision, and Benvenuti recaptured it on 4 March 1968 at the new Madison Square Garden in
               its first boxing program, sharing the billing with the Buster Mathis–Joe Frazier heavyweight title fight.
            

            
            Benvenuti returned to Italy, fought two nontitle bouts there, and then came back to North America for two more nontitle bouts, one in Toronto,
               Canada, and one in Akron, Ohio. He was held to a draw in the bout in Akron by Doyle Baird and then returned to Italy again for a title defense
               against Don Fullmer, Gene’s brother, on 14 December 1968. Don lasted the 15 rounds
               but lost a unanimous decision.
            

            
            On 26 May 1969, Benvenuti was defeated in a 10-round nontitle bout on a unanimous
               decision by former middleweight and light heavyweight champion Dick Tiger at Madison Square Garden. Nino’s next two fights that year were championship defenses
               in Italy, a seven-round disqualification victory over Fraser Scott and an 11th-round knockout of former world welterweight champion Cuban Luis Manuel Rodríguez. In 1970, Benvenuti traveled to Melbourne, Australia, to fight Tom Bethea in a 10-round nontitle bout on 13 March. Although Bethea only
               had a record of 9–5–1 entering the bout, he was able to knock Benvenuti down in the
               seventh round and injure his ribs so severely that Benvenuti quit in the eighth round.
               Benvenuti granted Bethea a rematch for the middleweight title, which took place in
               Umag, Croatia, and this time he knocked out Bethea in the eighth round.
            

            
            In Benvenuti’s next bout, he and Argentinean Carlos Monzón fought Ring magazine’s “Fight of the Year,” and Monzón stopped Benvenuti in the 12th round to win the middleweight
               championship of the world. After a tune-up fight in Italy four months later in which
               Benvenuti lost a majority decision to José Roberto Chirino, Monzón and Benvenuti fought
               a rematch in Monte Carlo, Monaco, on 8 May 1971. This would be Benvenuti’s last fight,
               as Monzón knocked him down in the second and third rounds and Benvenuti’s manager,
               Bruno Amaduzzi, threw in the towel to have the referee stop the fight.
            

            
            In retirement, Benvenuti was a successful businessman in Trieste, owning a first-class
               restaurant and becoming a television show host. He also entered politics and was elected
               to the city council.
            

            
            Benvenuti is five foot 11 inches tall and has a 75-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 153 to 164 pounds as a middleweight. In 90 professional
               bouts, from 1961 to 1971, he won 82 (35 by knockout), lost seven (three by knockout),
               had one draw, and fought a total of 707 rounds. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1992.
            

         

         
         	BERARDINELLI, GIUSEPPE ANTONIO

         
         	
            See MAXIM, JOEY (né GIUSEPPE ANTONIO BERARDINELLI).
            

         

         
         	BLUE HORIZON

         
         	
            The Blue Horizon was a small neighborhood boxing arena in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
               that was often referred to as “the Legendary Blue Horizon.” Built in 1865 as three
               four-story private houses, it was renovated in 1914 to be used by a fraternal organization,
               the Loyal Order of Moose. In 1938, it held its first boxing show. The building was
               sold in 1961, renovated again, and on 3 November 1961 regular boxing shows were presented
               there until 1966. After a three-year hiatus, promoter J. Russell Peltz resumed the
               weekly shows at the 1314 North Broad Street facility. Although its capacity was only
               1,500, it usually drew a near-capacity crowd. The matches there were usually made
               to develop local Philadelphia and Trenton boxers, who would then appear at major arenas
               such as Madison Square Garden. Among the boxers who appeared there were George Benton, Benny Briscoe, Gypsy Joe Harris, and Stanley “Kitten” Hayward. The arena, which
               featured a balcony that nearly overhung the ring and placed spectators quite close to the action, was acclaimed by Ring magazine as “the best place in the United States to watch a prizefight.”
            

            
            After a period of disuse, the facility was purchased in 1994 by a group headed by
               Vernoca L. Michael, who then became the first female black boxing promoter in Pennsylvania.
               Bouts continued to be held on a more infrequent basis, but the facility held its first
               world championship bout on 2 December 1997 when Philadelphian Charles Brewer successfully
               defended his International Boxing Federation super middleweight title against Joey DeGrandis.
            

            
            The facility ran into trouble with the Internal Revenue Service in 2010 and was closed.
               In 2011, a real estate developer purchased the property with plans to convert it into
               a hotel and restaurant.
            

            
            See also FELT FORUM; ST. NICHOLAS ARENA; SUNNYSIDE GARDEN.
            

         

         
         	BOLO PUNCH

         
         	
            The bolo punch is a type of underhanded low punch popularized initially by Filipino
               middleweight Ceferino García during the 1930s. García claimed that as a youth in the Philippines he would cut sugar cane with a bolo knife in a motion similar to that which he used
               for his “bolo punch.” Kid Gavilán was known for his extensive use of this punch, and “Sugar Ray” Leonard occasionally used it as well.
            

            
            See also COUNTERPUNCH; CROSS; HAYMAKER; HOOK; JAB; UPPERCUT.
            

         

         
         	BOUT

         
         	
            A boxing contest or match is more commonly known as a bout.

         

         
         	BOWE, RIDDICK LAMONT “BIG DADDY,” “SUGAR MAN”

         
         	
            B. 10 August 1968, Brooklyn, New York. Riddick Bowe was involved in more strange scenarios
               in the boxing ring than most fighters. His boxing career got off to a good start as he is one of the
               few boxers to win four New York Golden Gloves championships. He won the 1985 light heavyweight sub-novice title, the 1986 light heavyweight open title, and the 1987 and 1988 super heavyweight open class championships. He was also the 1987 Pan American super heavyweight bronze medalist and in the 1988 Olympic Games was defeated by Lennox Lewis in the super heavyweight final and was the silver medalist.
            

            
            He became a professional boxer on 6 March 1989 with a two-round technical knockout over Lionel Butler. Bowe won his first 31 fights, 27 by knockout. Included among those 31 victims were former world’s heavyweight champions Pinklon Thomas and Tony Tubbs and 1984 Olympic super heavyweight champion
               Tyrell Biggs. One of the other fights during that time was the first in several strange
               fights that Bowe participated in. On 29 October 1991, in a 12-round bout with Elijah Tillery for the World Boxing Council Continental Americas heavyweight title, toward the end of the first round, Bowe knocked
               Tillery down. After he arose, the round ended, but Tillery started verbally taunting
               Bowe (legal if not sportsmanlike). Bowe retaliated by illegally punching Tillery.
               Tillery retaliated by kicking Bowe, and Bowe continued punching him. Bowe’s manager,
               Rock Newman, then grabbed Tillery, and Bowe knocked Tillery over the ropes. When the
               referee finally separated everyone, he ruled that Tillery was disqualified for kicking Bowe.
            

            
            On 13 November 1992, Bowe fought another former Olympic champion, Evander Holyfield, who was then the world’s heavyweight champion. Bowe won a unanimous 12-round decision
               and became the new world’s champion in one of the year’s most exciting bouts, which
               was named the “Fight of the Year” by Ring magazine. After successfully defending his title against another former heavyweight champion,
               Michael Dokes, via a first-round stoppage, Bowe knocked out Jesse Ferguson in 12 rounds
               in his second title defense.
            

            
            On 6 November 1993, Bowe then fought a rematch with Holyfield but this time lost a
               12-round majority decision. This fight was unusual in that during the seventh round of the fight, a fan who
               had been circling the outdoor arena in a powered paraglider lost control of his device
               and landed in the ring, with the lines from his machine caught in the overhead lights. As he tried to extricate
               himself, fight fans in the arena as well as the fighters’ seconds began attacking
               him and knocked him unconscious. After a 21-minute delay, the bout between Holyfield
               and Bowe resumed.
            

            
            In his next fight, on 13 August 1994, Bowe engaged in another one of his strange fights.
               In the fourth round of his bout with Buster Mathis Jr., the previously undefeated
               (14–0) Mathis, who had been holding his own, got hit with a few hard punches by Bowe
               and knelt down in order to clear his head. This action is interpreted as a knockdown, and Bowe should have gone to a neutral corner while the referee counted. Instead, he inexplicably hit Mathis while he was down. This should have
               resulted in a disqualification, but referee Arthur Mercante simply ruled the bout
               “no contest.”
            

            
            Bowe’s next opponent was Larry Donald. In the prefight press conference, typically
               each fighter will brag about what he will do to his opponent in an effort to build
               fan interest in the fight. Bowe took this approach one step too far, and after verbally
               insulting Donald, he then threw two solid bareknuckle punches that landed on Donald’s head. The subsequent fight the following day proved
               to be a dull 12-round bout won by Bowe. In Bowe’s next fight, on 11 March 1995, he
               knocked out Herbie Hide in six rounds and won the World Boxing Organization world heavyweight title—the least prestigious of the four major sanctioning organizations.
               Bowe made a successful title defense against the previously undefeated (23–0) Jorge
               Luis González, knocking him out in six rounds. Bowe then fought a third fight with
               Holyfield and this time stopped him in the eighth round.
            

            
            Bowe’s next two fights were with Andrew Gołota, a Polish heavyweight who had been
               the bronze medalist in the heavyweight class in the 1988 Olympics and had accumulated a 28–0 record as
               a professional, with 25 knockouts. These two fights added to Bowe’s legacy of weird
               ring happenings. The first bout took place on 11 July 1996 at Madison Square Garden. Bowe underestimated Gołota’s ability and was knocked down in the second round. Bowe
               then knocked Gołota down in the fourth round, and Gołota knocked Bowe down in the
               fifth. Gołota, though, had thrown several low blows. In the seventh round, Gołota
               received his third warning for low blows and was told that he would be disqualified
               if it repeated the infraction. Gołota landed several legal blows and appeared to have
               staggered Bowe but then threw a blatantly low blow that floored Bowe. Gołota was then
               disqualified by referee Wayne Kelly, and a riot broke out at the Garden as Bowe’s supporters entered the
               ring to fight with Gołota and his handlers.
            

            
            A Bowe–Gołota rematch five months later in Atlantic City had similar results, minus the postbout riot. Gołota, although leading on the scorecards
               with knockdowns of Bowe in the second and fifth rounds, had a point deducted in the
               second round for an intentional headbutt, another one for a low blow in the fourth
               round, and finally lost on a disqualification in the ninth round after another low
               blow.
            

            
            Bowe retired after the Gołota bouts but ran into trouble of another sort. He first
               attempted to join the U.S. Marine Corps but quit after three days of basic training
               at Parris Island, South Carolina. He then was accused of beating his sister and later
               was accused of assault and battery on his wife. He then kidnapped his wife and children
               and eventually served 17 months in federal prison. He attempted a comeback in 2004
               and fought three times, in 2004, 2005, and 2008, but even though he won all three
               bouts, he no longer had the abilities he once had and, as of 2012, has not fought
               since.
            

            
            Bowe is six foot five inches tall and has an 81-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 218 to 280 pounds as a heavyweight. In 45 professional
               bouts, from 1989 to 2008, he won 43 (33 by knockout), lost one by decision, had one
               no contest bout, and fought a total of 195 rounds.
            

         

         
         	BOXING BOOTHS

         
         	
            From the 18th century up to the mid-20th century, fairs in England often featured boxing booths in which spectators would pay a small admission fee
               to enter a tent where a boxer would challenge all comers to brief boxing bouts. Boxers employed by boxing booths would often have several bouts in a day, and it
               was not uncommon for some of the more successful ones to have 500 or more such fights
               in their lifetimes. Results of booth boxing are unrecorded. Quite a few boxers who
               later became world champions in the regular prize ring got their start in booths, among them Jimmy Wilde, Jem Mace, Tommy Farr, and Randy Turpin.
            

         

         
         	BOXING DAY

         
         	
            Boxing Day is celebrated in Great Britain and in other British Commonwealth nations on December 26. Although it has nothing
               to do with the sport of boxing, because it is a bank holiday many sporting events
               are traditionally held on that day—boxing matches as well.
            

            
            The term probable arises from the British custom of presenting servants with a box
               of Christmas gifts. It recent years, it has become a day for shopping comparable to
               the day after Thanksgiving in the United States.
            

         

         
         	BOXING FILMS

         
         	
            Shortly after the invention of motion pictures, boxing became one of the most popular
               subjects for films. During the early 20th century, the only way that most people could
               see championship boxers was on film. Consequently, unlike most other sporting activities
               of that era, many early boxing matches have been captured on film. Although boxing
               was illegal in many states, showing films of actual boxing matches was not.
            

            
            After Jack Johnson won the heavyweight championship, his arrogant behavior antagonized people and race riots occurred, causing
               the United States government in 1912 to outlaw transporting boxing films across state lines for purposes
               of public exhibition—a law that was not repealed until 1940.
            

            
            Jim Jacobs, one of heavyweight champion Mike Tyson’s early managers, became a collector of boxing films, and his library at the time of
               his death in 1987 totaled more than 20,000 films.
            

         

         
         	BRADDOCK, JAMES WALTER “JIM,” “JAMES J.” “CINDERELLA MAN”

         
         	
            B. 7 June 1905, New York, New York. D. 29 November 1974, North Bergen, New Jersey.
               Jim Braddock was one of the least-likely heavyweight champions. His rags-to-riches story earned him the nickname “Cinderella Man” from
               sportswriter Damon Runyon after he reappeared as a heavyweight title contender in
               1935.
            

            
            Born in the Hell’s Kitchen area of Manhattan’s west side, Braddock moved with his
               family to North Bergen, New Jersey, as a youth. He began boxing as an amateur at the age of 16. Although Braddock’s given name was James Walter, he began boxing
               as James J. Braddock in emulation of earlier heavyweight champions James J. Corbett and James J. Jeffries. Braddock’s first recorded professional fight was on 13 April 1926 in Union, New
               Jersey. It was a four-round no-decision bout that was scored a draw by the newspapers. He then won his next 11 bouts by knockout, fighting in various cities in New Jersey. Of his next 14 bouts, Braddock won 12
               and had two draws. After his first 26 bouts, his record on 27 May 1927 stood at 23–0–3.
               Over the next 11 years, he would only win 28 while losing 26. One of those victories,
               however, brought him the world’s heavyweight championship.
            

            
            Victories over former light heavyweight champion Jimmy Slattery and Gerald “Tuffy” Griffiths in 1928 and 1929 gained Braddock
               a shot at Tommy Loughran’s world’s light heavyweight title on 18 July 1929 at Yankee
               Stadium. Braddock could not capitalize on this opportunity, and Loughran won a 15-round
               decision. Braddock’s career then took a tailspin, and he lost 19 of his next 29 bouts
               from 1929 to 1933. Braddock had sensitive hands, and he broke them several times during
               his fights. During this time, work was scarce, both in the ring and out, and in order to support his family he worked on the docks as a longshoreman
               but eventually got to the point where he was accepting public relief.
            

            
            In 1934, after not having been able to get a match for nearly nine months, he was
               matched with an up-and-coming boxer, John “Corn” Griffin, merely as a “name” opponent.
               Braddock surprised Griffin and the boxing world by stopping him in the third round.
               Braddock’s next match, five months later, was with another up-and-coming fighter,
               John Henry Lewis, who would later become world’s light heavyweight champion. Braddock
               knocked Lewis down in the fifth round and won a 10-round decision. In March 1935,
               Braddock won a 15-round decision over Art Lasky, another top contender.
            

            
            By virtue of these three victories, Braddock was selected as the next opponent for
               heavyweight champion Max Baer, who saw Braddock as an “easy” opponent. Baer hardly
               trained for the bout, while Braddock saw this as a great opportunity and trained hard
               but was still a 10–1 underdog on the day of the fight. In one of boxing’s biggest
               upsets, Braddock won a unanimous decision on 13 June 1935 and became world’s heavyweight champion.
            

            
            Braddock was scheduled to defend against former heavyweight champion Max Schmeling in 1936, but the fight did not place due to an alleged hand injury to Braddock. Instead,
               Braddock’s manager signed a contract for Braddock to fight Joe Louis, a black fighter who was one of the top contenders but who had recently lost to Schmeling.
               The terms of the contract provided for Braddock to receive 10 percent of Louis’ ring
               earnings over the next 10 years regardless of who won the Braddock–Louis match.
            

            
            On 22 June 1937, Braddock and Louis met in the ring in Comiskey Park in Chicago. Braddock
               knocked Louis down in the first round, but Louis got up and was able to knock out
               Braddock in the eighth round to win the heavyweight title.
            

            
            Braddock only fought one more bout in his career, a 10-round split decision victory over Welshman Tommy Farr, the British Empire heavyweight champion, at Madison Square Garden on 21 January 1938. He retired after that bout.
            

            
            During World War II, Braddock enlisted in the U.S. Army and became a first lieutenant.
               After the war, he invested well and had several successful businesses. He also repaid
               the government the money they paid him while he and his family were on relief and
               spent much of the remainder of his life devoting his efforts to helping various relief
               organizations.
            

            
            Braddock was six foot two inches tall and had a 75-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 163 to 199 pounds as a light heavyweight and heavyweight.
               In 76 professional bouts, from 1926 to 1938, he won 46 (26 by knockout), lost 24 (two
               by knockout), had four draws, and fought a total of 509 rounds. He also had 10 no-decision
               bouts, in which he received the newspaper decision in five, lost two, and drew three
               times and fought 88 rounds in those bouts.
            

         

         
         	BRAMBLE, LIVINGSTONE (aka RAS-I-ALUJAH BRAMBLE)

         
         	
            B. 3 September 1960, St. Kitts and Nevis. Possibly the only world-class boxer to own
               a pet snake, Livingstone Bramble often played up his Caribbean island background and did not discourage rumors of his practicing witchcraft before
               his bouts.
            

            
            He began his professional boxing career on 16 October 1980 in New Jersey with a first-round knockout of Jesús Serrano. After a four-round draw in his next bout, he won his next six bouts before losing an eight-round majority draw to the undefeated Anthony Fletcher. Bramble then won 13 consecutive bouts and was
               matched with Ray Mancini for the World Boxing Association (WBA) lightweight title on 1 June 1984 in Buffalo, New York. Coming into the bout, Mancini had a record
               of 29–1 and Bramble was at 20–1–1, with all of Bramble’s bouts occurring in New Jersey.
            

            
            In an upset, Bramble stopped Mancini in the 14th round and became the WBA world lightweight
               champion. After winning a nontitle bout, Bramble met Mancini in a rematch held on 16 February 1985 in Reno, Nevada. Again
               Bramble prevailed, this time on a 15-round unanimous decision. Bramble successfully defended his title exactly one year later also in Reno with
               a 13th-round stoppage of Tyrone Crawley.
            

            
            On 26 September 1986, Bramble met Edwin Rosario in an outdoor match in Miami Beach.
               Rosario, who had 24 knockouts among his 28 victories and had been previously been
               the World Boxing Council world lightweight champion, caught Bramble with a knockout punch that ended the fight
               at 2:28 of the second round.
            

            
            Bramble continued fighting for another 17 years, but although he won the North American
               Boxing Federation light welterweight title and defended it once successfully, he never again challenged for a major title.
               During this period, he fought quite a few competent fighters, such as Roger Mayweather,
               Kosta Tszyu, and James “Buddy” McGirt, but he was always on the losing end of the bout. His record
               prior to the Rosario fight was 24–1–1, and his record afterward was 16–25–2. During
               the 1990s, he changed his name to Ras-I-Alujah Bramble, but the name change had little
               effect on the outcome of his bouts.
            

            
            He never officially announced his retirement from the ring, but his last bout was on 27 June 2003. He is the only world champion boxer to be
               born in the Caribbean island nation of St. Kitts and Nevis. He had a small part in
               the Rocky film and runs a fitness studio with his son, Alujah, in Saugerties, New York, a small
               town 45 miles south of Albany on the Hudson River.
            

            
            Bramble is five foot eight inches tall and has a 74-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 129 to 156 pounds as a lightweight and light welterweight.
               In 69 professional bouts, from 1980 to 2003, he won 40 (25 by knockout), lost 26 (five
               by knockout), had three draws, and fought a total of 498 rounds.
            

         

         
         	BRAMBLE, RAS-I-ALUJAH

         
         	
            See BRAMBLE, LIVINGSTONE (aka RAS-I-ALUJAH BRAMBLE).
            

         

         
         	BRAZIL

         
         	
            In a country where soccer is the number one sport by far and motor sports, tennis,
               and basketball are quite a bit behind in popularity, boxing is quite far down the
               list, although there have been several outstanding Brazilian boxers.
            

            
            In amateur boxing, Brazil first competed in the 1948 Olympic Games and has entered each of the Olympic boxing tournaments since, with the exception
               of the 1984 games—a total of 16 tournaments. Although they have won a total of 108
               Olympic medals in all sports, they have only won four in boxing. Servilio de Oliveira
               won their first in 1968—a bronze medal in the flyweight class, losing his semifinal bout to the eventual winner, Ricardo Delgado. This was Brazil’s only Olympic boxing medal
               until 2012, when they won three more. Brothers Esquiva and Yamaguchi Florentino both
               won medals that year—Esquiva a silver medal in the middleweight class and Yamaguchi a bronze medal in the light heavyweight class. Adriana Araújo also won a bronze medal in the women’s light welterweight class in 2012. Brazil will be the host country for the 2016 Olympic Games and most
               likely will win a few more Olympic boxing medals at the games in Rio de Janeiro.
            

            
            Brazil has also had several outstanding professional boxers, with world bantamweight and featherweight champion Éder Jofre being their best boxer by far. Acelino Freitas, Miguel de Oliveira, and Valdemir
               Pereira are Brazil’s other professional world champions. Among other outstanding Brazilian
               boxers are Waldemar Adão, George Arias, Giovanni Andrade, Everaldo Costa Azevedo,
               Francisco de Jesús, Paulo de Jesús, Vicente dos Santos, João Henrique, Luis Faustino
               Pires, Adilson Rodrigues, and Patrick Teixeira.
            

         

         
         	BRENNER, THEODORE “TEDDY”

         
         	
            B. 25 April 1917, Brooklyn, New York. D. 7 January 2000, New York, New York. Teddy
               Brenner was the matchmaker for boxing in New York for more than 30 years. His interest
               in boxing began as a teenager, and in 1934 he was a cornerman for a friend in the New York Golden Gloves tournament. He also worked as a shirt salesman.
            

            
            After returning from serving in the U.S. Navy during World War II, he did some work
               arranging matches for boxing manager Irving Cohen at a small arena in New Brunswick,
               New Jersey. In 1947, he was hired as the assistant matchmaker at Madison Square Garden. He also worked at several other smaller New York area boxing venues, such as Laurel
               Gardens, Long Beach Stadium, Eastern Parkway Arena, Coney Island Velodrome, and St. Nicholas Arena. He later became the chief matchmaker at the Garden and remained there until 1973.
               He was promoted to president of Madison Square Garden Boxing Inc. but was fired from
               that position in 1978 for refusing to do business with promoter Don King. Brenner was later hired as an advisor by Bob Arum.
            

            
            His most famous match was the 8 March 1971 fight between the two undefeated heavyweight champions Joe Frazier and Muhammad Ali. In 1971, Brenner received the James J. Walker Memorial Award “for long and meritorious
               service in boxing” from the Boxing Writers Association of New York.
            

            
            He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1993.
            

         

         
         	BRESLIN, WILLIAM J.

         
         	
            See BRITTON, JACK “BOXING MARVEL” (né WILLIAM J. BRESLIN).
            

         

         
         	BRITISH BOXING BOARD OF CONTROL (BBBofC)

         
         	
            The British Boxing Board of Control is an organization that is sorely lacking in the
               United States—a national governing body that administers and regulates boxing in the country. The
               BBBofC was established in 1929 from its predecessor, the National Sporting Club. One of the unique aspects of BBBofC matches is that judges are not used, and the referee is the sole determinant of the bout’s winner, which he does by raising the winner’s hand immediately after the conclusion
               of the bout.
            

            
            The organization is based in Cardiff, Wales, and, among its duties, sanctions matches in each of the weight classes for the British
               championship. Winners receive the Lonsdale Belt. Champions who successfully defend
               their belt on three occasions against a British challenger earn the right to keep
               the belt.
            

         

         
         	BRITTON, JACK “BOXING MARVEL” (né WILLIAM J. BRESLIN)

         
         	
            B. 14 October 1885, Clinton, New York. D. 27 March 1962, Miami, Florida. Jack Britton
               is one of a very few boxers with more than 300 recorded professional bouts (although he claimed to have more than 400). During his career, he also fought the
               same opponent, Ted “Kid” Lewis, 20 times—another rare feat.
            

            
            He began his professional boxing career on 11 November 1904 with a six-round decision victory over Jack Nolan in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His next two recorded bouts were
               losses. Beginning in 1906 with his fourth recorded bout, the vast majority of his
               fights over the next three years occurred in the eastern part of the United States in either New York, Philadelphia, or Delaware and were no-decision bouts that went the six-round distance. In December 1909, he moved to Georgia, where
               15-round bouts that reached a decision were permitted. He fought primarily in the
               South in 1909 through 1911.
            

            
            On 30 January 1911, he fought the undefeated (56–0–4) Packey McFarland to a 10-round draw in Memphis, Tennessee. Britton then spent most of the next two years fighting in the
               San Francisco area. He came back east in July 1912, fighting in New York’s St. Nicholas Arena and Madison Square Garden (the second version of the Garden, then still located in Madison Square). In March
               1913, he lost the newspaper decision in a rematch to McFarland in New York.
            

            
            On 26 March 1915, Britton faced the English fighter born Gershon Mendelhoff but known
               in the ring as Ted “Kid” Lewis uptown in New York at the 135th Street Athletic Club in the first
               of boxing’s longest series of bouts between two foes. The bout, a no-decision affair,
               found Britton on the winning end of most newspapers’ reporters.
            

            
            On 22 June 1915, Britton defeated Mike Glover on a 12-round decision in Boston and
               won recognition as the world’s welterweight champion. In Britton’s next fight, on 31 August 1915, he had a rematch with Lewis
               in Boston, and as Lewis won the 12-round decision, he became world’s welterweight
               champion. The two fought again one month later in Boston, and Lewis successfully defended
               his title. The next meeting between the two occurred in January 1916 in Buffalo and
               was a no-decision bout that most newspapers saw as a draw. The two fought again in
               February in Brooklyn and on 24 April 1916 in New Orleans. The latter fight went 20
               rounds to a decision, and Britton officially regained the welterweight title.
            

            
            Britton fought five more fights in 1916 before meeting Lewis twice more in Boston
               in October and November. He received the decision in the first fight, but the second
               was called a draw. The two combatants then did not see each other for the next four
               months but kept busy fighting other boxers—Britton had nine fights and Lewis seven.
               On 26 March 1917, they met in Cincinnati and before the year ended had fought each
               other four more times—in Toronto in May and St. Louis, New York, and Dayton, Ohio,
               in June, with the latter fight and title going to Lewis via a 20-round decision.
            

            
            The pair met four more times in 1918, twice more in 1919, and on 7 February 1921 in
               Madison Square Garden under the new Walker Law, which permitted bouts to a decision.
               Britton won the bout, the 20th in their series. Britton regained the title in their
               17 March 1919 bout in Canton, Ohio, by knocking out Lewis in the ninth round—the only
               one of their 20 bouts not to go the scheduled distance.
            

            
            Britton defeated world lightweight champion Benny Leonard, who was attempting to win Britton’s welterweight championship, in a controversial
               bout on 26 June 1922 in the Bronx, New York, when Leonard fouled Britton in the 13th round and was disqualified. Four months later, on 1 November
               at Madison Square Garden, Britton lost his welterweight championship to Mickey Walker on a 15-round unanimous decision.
            

            
            Britton continued to fight all over the United States before finally retiring following his 29 July 1930 loss to Rudy Marshall in Stamford,
               Connecticut. After retiring from the ring, Britton worked as a boxing instructor in
               New York.
            

            
            Britton was five foot eight inches tall and had a 70-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 133 to 153 pounds, primarily as a welterweight.
               In 346 professional bouts, from 1904 to 1930, he had 159 that went to a decision.
               Of these he won 104 (30 by knockout), lost 28 (one by knockout), and had 20 draws. He fought a total of 1,469 rounds
               in those bouts. He also fought 187 no-decision bouts, in which he received the newspaper
               decision in 135 bouts, lost 27, and drew 25. He fought 1,649 rounds in those bouts.
               He was inducted as a member of the inaugural class of the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1990.
            

         

         
         	BRONZE MEDAL

         
         	
            In international amateur boxing competitions, such as the Olympic Games, the third-place boxer in the tournament is awarded a bronze medal. Through the 1948
               games, the two losers in the semifinal round would box each other, and the winner
               of that match would receive the bronze medal. In Olympic Games competition since 1952,
               duplicate medals are awarded to the two semifinal losers, and an additional bout is not held.
            

         

         
         	BRUSSO, NOAH

         
         	
            See BURNS, TOMMY “LITTLE GIANT OF HANOVER” (né NOAH BRUSSO).
            

         

         
         	BULGARIA

         
         	
            Boxing is not a major sport in Bulgaria, but as with many of the former Iron Curtain
               countries, they have produced excellent amateur boxing teams that competed in the Olympic Games. The Bulgarian Boxing Association administers the sport there.
            

            
            Bulgaria first competed in Olympic boxing competition in 1952. Since then, they have
               had entrants in 15 Olympic Games—every one except 1984, when they boycotted the games.
               They have won 18 medals—15th best among all nations—and have won four gold, five silver, and nine bronze.
            

            
            Their gold medalists were light flyweights Ismail Mustafov in 1988 and Daniel Bozhinov in 1996 and flyweights Georgi Kostadinov in 1972 and Petar Lesov in 1980. Mustafov and Bozhinov were also
               multiple medalists, as Mustafov also won the 1980 light flyweight bronze medal and
               Bozhinov also won the 1992 light flyweight silver medal.
            

            
            Bulgaria has not had a lot of professional boxers, but a few who have done well include
               Borislav Abadjiev, Stiliyan Kostov, Martin Krastev, Alexey Ribchev, Konstantin Semerdjiev,
               Spas Spassov, and Asan Yuseinov.
            

         

         
         	BURNS, TOMMY “LITTLE GIANT OF HANOVER” (né NOAH BRUSSO)

         
         	
            B. 17 June 1881, Normanby Township, Ontario, Canada. D. 10 May 1955, Vancouver, Canada. Tommy Burns holds the distinction of being the
               shortest (five foot seven inches tall) world’s heavyweight champion and one of the lightest, weighing only 175 pounds when he won the title
               and 168 when he lost it. Burns was also the first heavyweight champion to defend his
               title all over the world, fighting in Australia, England, Ireland, France, and Canada as well as the United States.
            

            
            Burns began boxing professionally in Detroit in 1902, with his first recorded fight
               a five-record technical knockout on 16 January over Fred Thornton. After winning his first 12 bouts, he lost a 10-round decision to Mike Schreck exactly one year later. Burns won his next five bouts and then defeated
               Jack Hammond via a three-round knockout in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, to win the Michigan State middleweight title. Undefeated in his next 12 bouts, although four of them were scored as draws,
               Burns met Philadelphia Jack O’Brien on 7 October 1904 and lost a six-round decision to the man who had once been recognized
               as the world’s middleweight champion.
            

            
            Burns’s next bout of significance was on 7 March 1905 in Tacoma, Washington, where
               he fought a 20-round draw with Jack “Twin” Sullivan for the world’s middleweight title. Two months following
               that bout, Burns won a 20-round decision in Tacoma over Dave Barry in a bout billed
               for the Pacific Coast middleweight title. Barry, 22 years later, would figure significantly
               in a heavyweight title bout as the referee who gave Gene Tunney a “long count” in his championship bout with Jack Dempsey. Burns then fought a 10-round draw with Hugh Kelly for Kelly’s claim to the middleweight
               title.
            

            
            After fighting rematches with Kelly (a 20-round draw), Barry (20-round technical knockout),
               and Sullivan (20-round loss), Burns met Marvin Hart for Hart’s world heavyweight championship. Weighing only 175 pounds to Hart’s 195
               pounds, Burns was awarded the decision after 20 rounds in Los Angeles.
            

            
            Less than two months later, Burns won two one-round knockouts in the same day in Los
               Angeles in bouts billed for Burns’s world heavyweight title, although some boxing
               historians treat these two bouts as exhibitions. Burns then took six months off to enjoy his title before coming back on 2 October
               1906 to knock out Fireman Jim Flynn in 15 rounds. Burns next faced Philadelphia Jack
               O’Brien in a 20-round bout that was called a draw by the referee, former world’s heavyweight
               champion Jim Jeffries. In a rematch six months later, Burns received the 20-round decision. Both O’Brien
               fights were held in Los Angeles.
            

            
            After knocking out Australian Bill Squires in 2:09 of the opening round on 4 July 1907 in Colma, California, Burns
               traveled to London and began a world tour that saw him defend his title successfully
               seven times, all seven fights lasting less than the scheduled distance. He knocked
               out Gunner Moir and Jack Palmer in London; Jem Roche in 1:28 of the first round in
               Dublin, Ireland; Jewey Smith and Bill Squires in Paris, France; Squires again in Sydney, Australia; and Bill Lang in Melbourne, Australia.
            

            
            Burns remained in Australia and fought the black fighter Jack Johnson on 26 December 1908—a day that, in the minds of some, will live in infamy. Johnson,
               at six feet tall and 192 pounds, easily dominated the fight over the five-foot-seven-inch,
               168-pound Burns. The bout was stopped by police intervention in the 14th round as
               Burns was taking a beating from Johnson. Johnson’s arrogance and lifestyle made him
               one of the most hated figures over the next seven years and occasioned boxing promoters
               to search for a Caucasian fighter as a “white hope” to return the heavyweight title to the white race.
            

            
            After the Johnson fight, Burns only fought a few more times, but in his next bout,
               16 months later, he defeated Bill Lang in Sydney and won the British Empire and Australian
               heavyweight championships on a 20-round decision. Burns’s next recorded fight was
               two years later when he won the Canadian heavyweight title on a six-round technical
               knockout over Bill Rickard. Burns fought one bout each in 1913, 1914, and 1918 before
               fighting his last professional fight on 16 July 1920, when he retired in the seventh
               round of his bout with Joe Beckett for the British Empire heavyweight title in London.
            

            
            In retirement, Burns was involved in several ventures and lived in several countries.
               He was a boxing promoter and owned a clothing store in Calgary, Canada. He promoted boxing in New Orleans, Louisiana, and owned a pub in Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
               England. He is also reported as running a speakeasy in New York City and, after losing his
               fortune in the Wall Street crash of 1929, working as an insurance salesman and security
               guard. Toward the end of his life he was ordained as a minister in 1948 and worked
               as an evangelist preacher in Coalinga, California. He died of a heart attack while
               visiting a friend in Vancouver, Canada, and is buried in nearby Burnaby.
            

            
            Burns was five foot seven inches tall and had a 73-inch reach. He fought at weights ranging from 156 to 190 pounds, primarily as a heavyweight.
               In 60 professional bouts, from 1902 to 1920, he won 46 (34 by knockout), lost five
               (one by knockout), had eight draws, and had one no-decision bout that was called a draw by newspaper decision. He fought a total of 497 rounds. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1996.
            

         

         
         	BUTTERBEAN “KING OF THE FOUR ROUNDERS” (né ERIC SCOTT ESCH)

         
         	BUTTERBEAN (né ERIC SCOTT ESCH)

         
         	
            B. 3 August 1966, Bay City, Michigan. Eric Esch, better known simply as “Butterbean,”
               has a unique place in boxing history. The 300-pound man began boxing in “tough man” contests in the 1990s in Texas and made his professional boxing
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