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		CHAPTER 1

		Lighthouse for Sale

		The visit to Aunt Jane came to an end. Now, after so many years, Aunt Jane was married to Andy Bean. Nobody called her Mrs. Bean. This pleased her very much. Everyone called her Mrs. Andy, and that pleased Andy.

		Grandfather Alden called his four grandchildren to him and said, “I think we should go home now. Aunt Jane and Andy want to go away on a wedding trip.”

		“I wonder where?” said Benny. “I bet they are going around the world. Andy told Aunt Jane that she would never have a dull moment.”

		Henry laughed. “I can believe that,” he said. “Andy is never still.”

		Violet said, “Aunt Jane looks so young and well, doesn’t she, Jessie?”

		“Yes,” agreed Jessie. “Ever since Uncle Andy came home she has been very happy. I agree with you, Grandfather. I think we ought to go. We don’t want to stay on the farm without Aunt Jane.”

		So they packed their bags to go home. Aunt Jane helped Jessie make a picnic lunch.

		All the good-bys were said and Henry started the car. “Here we go!” Benny cried.

		And so they started for home—at least that was what they planned.

		Henry said, “Let’s have a change and go home by the beach road.”

		Henry drove the station wagon down the beach road. They could see the ocean most of the way. After about an hour Benny said, “I’m hungry.”

		“You are always hungry,” said his grandfather. “Wait till we come to the lighthouse in Conley. There is a little store there. We could buy some milk. We have enough sandwiches to last two meals—ham and chicken. Aunt Jane makes delicious sandwiches.”

		“Let’s go out and see the lighthouse,” said Benny. “Maybe the lighthouse keeper would show us the little porch on the top floor.”

		“Maybe he would, old fellow,” said Henry, laughing. “That is called a lookout, not a porch. But it is a long climb to the top of a lighthouse.”

		Soon they saw the lighthouse in the distance. It was white. There was a little white house near the foot of the lighthouse with a little path between. The two buildings stood on a rocky point of land, almost in the water.

		“Look!” cried Violet. “There’s a sign on it. What does it say?”

		“I can’t see yet,” said Mr. Alden.

		“I can,” said Henry. “It says FOR SALE.”

		“A lighthouse for sale!” said Jessie. “I didn’t know anyone ever sold lighthouses. I thought they belonged to the government.”

		“To the Coast Guard,” said Mr. Alden. “But I have heard that many lighthouses are being sold. Radar is used to keep ships safe now.”

		“Oh, what a wonderful house that would be to live in, Grandfather!” said Benny. “See, there is a window on each floor. You could sleep on the first floor, and then you wouldn’t have to do any climbing. The girls could have the next floor, and Henry the next, and I could have the top floor with that little porch—I mean lookout. That would be neat!”

		Mr. Alden laughed. He said, “Are you saying you want to buy the lighthouse?”

		“Oh, absolutely!” said Benny.

		“Really,” said Jessie, “we could have a lovely time in a lighthouse, Grandfather.
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