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INTRODUCTION

○——————○

When I am introduced as the author of Priceless Weddings for Under $5,000, I often get one of three responses:

“Can you really have a wedding for under $5,000?” or

“No way! That’s not possible!” or

“I was at a great low-budget wedding recently,…” and then the individual begins to tell me all of the fabulous details of the day’s celebration.

Many people tell me they wish they had a copy of the book when their daughter, son, or they themselves got married. Others ask where they can buy a copy to give as a gift for a friend, a sister, a godchild, or someone else they know who is getting married soon.

However this book ended up in your hands, I hope it inspires you and your fiancé as you embark upon your wedding planning journey. To date, thousands of couples have used this book. They all discovered the very thing I want to share with you: there is no need to mortgage your future for a one-day event. You can have a priceless wedding without spending a fortune!

The idea to write about priceless weddings occurred to me while I was working as a caterer and event planner. My clientele were brides and grooms who were throwing lavish weddings with hundreds of guests and costing tens of thousands of dollars. I had witnessed firsthand the stresses of the big day, the unrealistic expectations, and the inevitable letdown. I saw fights between family members, brides in tears over minor details, and how some couples were so overwhelmed that they really did not enjoy themselves. As one bride I know said, “My wedding day was a blur of chaos and details. With the whole day so tightly planned out, I didn’t even get a chance to say hello to some of my closest friends.”

When I got engaged, I vowed that our wedding would not suffer that same fate. We set out and planned an intimate, personal ceremony and reception for a fraction of what my clients were spending. Our day of celebration, relaxation, great food, and good friends was affordable, enjoyable, and memorable. Several of our guests said that they felt they knew us better when they left our wedding than they did beforehand. That, to me, was priceless. Yet all in, it cost under $5,000.

After we got married, other engaged couples began to call and ask me for advice on how to plan a customized wedding with a shoestring budget. I soon realized that there was a need for a budget-planning guide to help couples craft their wedding their way. Priceless Weddings was written to empower you to plan and personalize your day so it reflects who you are as individuals and as a couple—without costing a fortune. The book is full of cost-cutting ideas, suggestions on where to splurge and where to save, plus savvy strategies gleaned from years of catering, event planning, and bargain hunting.

In the following chapters, I walk you through the steps I would recommend to you if I were your very own wedding consultant. When I refer to “your inner wedding planner,” I am encouraging you to ask yourselves questions, fill out forms, and take the first planning steps as if I were right there next to you. I will work with you to accomplish the following:


•Create a vision and a memorable event that will resonate for you and your fiancé, plus all family and friends who attend.

•Carve out strategies for your wedding, whether you are the do-it-yourself (DIY) type or someone who wants to have it all done for you.

•Save significantly—without it being noticeable or offensive.

•Inspire you, especially by sharing scenarios and tips from recently married couples and wedding professionals.

•Research and do as much as possible online, including planning, preparation, making checklists, building a wedding website, registering, picking music, and sharing photos.

•Execute your ceremony and reception flawlessly.



Throughout the book I focus on special touches and meaningful personal inspirations that you can utilize to add dimension to your wedding, such as family memorabilia (your mother’s wedding dress), the story of how you met (a nightclub in Boston), favorite flowers (heirloom roses), or a special venue (a local farm). I will help you build a wedding and reception around a meaningful theme, such as a specific historical period (e.g., “retro vintage chic”), or a philosophy, such as “natural and organic.”

In the process of writing Priceless Weddings, I had the opportunity to interview dozens of other couples like us, who, for whatever reason, didn’t have $5,000 to spend on their nuptials, or who didn’t want to spend more than $5,000. I realized that while each wedding was unique, something occurred in all of them that was missing in more elaborate weddings. I heard tales of people pitching in to help in any way they could, and how good it felt to these participants to play an active role in the union of their loved ones. The common thread I felt when brides, grooms, family, and friends described the day’s events was the overwhelming feelings of love, joy, and community.

At the end of each chapter and interspersed throughout the book, you will find wedding scenarios that highlight how a specific couple designed their wedding. None of these couples was focused on money or showing off or keeping up with the Joneses. Instead, they devoted themselves to working together to plan, prepare, and partake in the events of a wedding celebration. Whether the couple is tying the knot barefoot on the beach, atop a ski mountain in Indiana, or wearing designer clothes in a chic setting, the weddings profiled within these pages are full of self-expression, originality, and stylishness.

This book is designed to help make your dreams come true. Whether you envision a lavish luncheon or a simple country ceremony, the ideas you find here will help you create memories that last a lifetime, even as they stay within the constraints of your budget. Enjoy these narratives. You will soon be joining the ranks of these couples with your own wedding story to tell.





· Chapter One ·

TEN STEPS TO A
PRICELESS WEDDING

○——————○

Congratulations! Raise a glass and make a toast to your adventure into the world of wedding planning. By now you have probably called or texted friends and family to report the great news. Maybe you have an engagement ring or a date in mind. But what’s next? Where do you go from here?

To make your journey as seamless as possible, I recommend that you focus on ten key steps:


1. Craft a vision for your priceless wedding.

2. Determine your priorities.

3. Draft a realistic budget.

4. Create a timeline.

5. Research your options.

6. Keep a wedding notebook or journal.

7. Track all costs, deposits, and payments.

8. Finalize all of the details.

9. Execute with ease.

10. Relax and enjoy your wedding!



If you are raring to go, jump right in and start with step 1. Or consider reading through the entire book, then coming back to start the steps. There is no right or wrong way to proceed. What is important is to decide broadly what you want. Clarify what is most important. Get real about the budget. Then hone in on how to bring it to life. The following is a brief overview of all the steps.

STEP 1. CRAFT A VISION FOR YOUR PRICELESS WEDDING

This is the step that helps you decide what success looks like for you and your beloved. With a broad brushstroke, set down on paper the blue-sky ideas of what success looks like. When you think about the festivities, what do you want to remember most when it comes to the ceremony and reception? Use your imaginations to conjure up the idealized image of your big day.

STEP 2. DETERMINE YOUR PRIORITIES

This is the time to decide what aspects of your ceremony, reception, and the vision you drafted are the most important. Once you have determined what is crucial to both of you—for instance, having live music—your priorities will help you decide where to splurge and where you might want to cut back. Add in the details that you already know now, too. For example, draft a guest list to plug in how many people you think will attend. And if you plan to wear your mother’s wedding dress and only need to pay for alterations versus buying a whole new wedding gown, make a note of that.

STEP 3. DRAFT A REALISTIC BUDGET

Now that the word is out that you are tying the knot, have any family members pledged to help financially with costs? Have one or both of you set aside any savings? Can you count on part of your paycheck to cover expenditures? Do you need to consider additional creative financing options? Based on your budget, priorities, and any costs you may already have nailed down, you can estimate how much to allocate per category, such as food, location, clothes, and so on.


RINGS AND THINGS

If you are still searching for the perfect engagement ring, here are a few of the ways the couples I spoke with cut costs:


•Inherited a hand-me-down or a family heirloom from Mom

•Selected a stone other than a diamond, such as a ruby or a sapphire

•Used a birthstone for the center stone with tiny diamond chips on each side

•Picked out a ring at a pawn shop

•Bought a diamond from a wholesale jewelry mart

•Decided on an Irish claddagh heart-in-hand ring

•Purchased a ring at an estate sale

•Had a graduate art student make it for the cost of the gold

•Reset a ring or a stone they already had

•Designed their own matching ring set—without a stone

•Fell in love with an antique ring at a consignment shop

•Chose a silver ring instead of a gold or platinum one

•Bought a ring with both of their birthstones

•Bid on a ring on eBay

•Bought a ring off Craigslist

•Purchased on TV/online shopping networks, such as HSN or QVC

•Borrowed a ring for the ceremony and then purchased a ring while on their honeymoon

•Bought a smaller stone, planning to “trade up” every five years





One bride and groom, both previously married, had old gold jewelry from their past lives melted and molded into new hammered gold rings in a symbolic gesture of sharing their pasts and forming their new lives together.

STEP 4. CREATE A TIMELINE

You will want to know how quickly you must make decisions. Timelines are going to vary a lot, depending on your priorities and the length of your engagement. If you are having a one-year engagement, you can be a lot more laid-back than if you decide to elope next week. Do note that if you have your heart set on a specific wedding site or other important details such as a designer dress, a favorite minister, or a specific band, nail those down first.

We had eight months lead time between our engagement and our wedding date. Our timeline looked like this:



	8 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Vision statement crafted, top 5 elements prioritized, budget complete



	6 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Location contracted, officiants enlisted, website started



	5 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Photographer booked, dress ordered



	4 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Groom fitted for tux, paper for invitations ordered



	3 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Shoes and veil purchased, florist chosen, gift registry done, wedding newsletter sent out, menu written, help hired, cake ordered



	2 MONTHS IN ADVANCE
	Music recorded for the ceremony and reception, ceremony and vows written, invitations printed and sent, dress fittings



	1 MONTH IN ADVANCE
	Reminder cards sent, newsletter and website about weekend festivities created



	THE WEEK OF
	Wedding license secured, vows finalized, a dinner hosted for out-of-town guests



	POST-NUPTIALS
	Wedding announcements sent, thank-you cards written and mailed, website updated with photos and video




STEP 5. RESEARCH YOUR OPTIONS

To create a wedding that truly reflects who you and your betrothed are as individuals—and as a couple—use the resources and exercises throughout the book to research options for every part of your special day from invitations and attire to flowers and favors. Chapter 4, Internet Inspirations, will be particularly helpful in brainstorming ideas and comparing prices. Research online, read the chapters and wedding scenarios, attend bridal shows, and call around to get pricing.

STEP 6. KEEP A WEDDING NOTEBOOK OR JOURNAL

While you are researching and when you decide upon any aspect of your wedding, whether it concerns the ceremony or the reception, write it down either in a notebook or a wedding planner, or print the details and add the page to the appropriate category, for example, invitations. Keep separate folders for estimates and final decisions. Jot down ideas that you brainstormed and notes from conversations with family, friends, and—especially—vendors. I must have made forty calls before an innkeeper who was fully booked on our date referred me to another inn that eventually became our wedding site. Even after seeing it, we didn’t book it on the spot. We took notes, compared it against other sites we saw, and eventually called and negotiated a terrific rate.


MAKE YOUR OWN WEDDING PLANNER

Create a binder to use for all of your wedding notes. The goal is to capture your priorities, your budget, ideas discussed while brainstorming, a record of the phone calls you’ve made, and any quotes received from potential vendors. To organize your receipts, price quotes, and brochures, it is helpful to add clear plastic pocket dividers to a three-ring binder. Or set up an accordion file with a section for each of the following topics:


1. Ceremony: words, music, vows

2. Reception: food, themes, flowers

3. Apparel

4. Guest list, gift receipt list, etc.

5. Receipts, invoices, contracts, deposits

6. Other: websites, inspirations, etc.

7. Honeymoon





STEP 7. TRACK ALL COSTS, DEPOSITS, AND PAYMENTS

It is important always to have a sense of where you are in relation to your budget so that you don’t overspend in one area without cutting back in another. Be sure to keep receipts and contracts in a safe place—and don’t forget to read the fine print. Set up payment schedules that will work based on your current and projected cash flow. As one friend put it, “It was really helpful that we didn’t have to pay for everything at once. We paid a deposit on our space and negotiated a payment schedule for the catering that we could live with. One month we bought the dress; the next month we booked our honeymoon.”

STEP 8. FINALIZE ALL OF THE DETAILS

As the wedding draws closer, you will have to finalize all of the details. This is usually when you decide on the invitations and when to send them, the flowers, the officiant, the vows, and the final guest list. Refer to the checklist to be sure you haven’t overlooked anything. Keep in mind that planning your wedding should be fun, not stressful. Practice the stress-busting tips in chapter 15.

STEP 9. EXECUTE WITH EASE

The goal is for you to bask in the love of your future spouse, friends, and family, both on and leading up to your big day. For the ceremony and reception, a key recommendation is to delegate as many tasks and responsibilities as possible to someone you trust. The last thing the bride or groom needs is to be worried about cueing the music for the walk down the aisle.

STEP 10. RELAX AND ENJOY YOUR WEDDING!

As I tell my friends and clients, “Don’t forget to breathe.” Planning your wedding is an exercise in delayed gratification, so it is extremely important that you relax enough to fully experience the day that you labored so hard over. It will be here and gone before you know it.

Keep in mind that not everything will go as planned. No wedding will ever be 100 percent perfect. Like it or not, some details may have to be rearranged at the last minute. Remember: Embrace the journey! At my friend Laura’s wedding, the flowers that were delivered were completely different from what she had ordered. At first she was irritated, but then she decided that in the scheme of life and in relation to the importance of the day’s events, flowers were not worth getting that upset about.

If at all possible, have a designated wedding coordinator to help direct the big day and attend to details that, as bride and groom, you should not have to think about in the midst of your celebration. This person will also serve as your “bad cop,” keeping all participants on course with your timeline. My maid of honor relished this role. She made sure that all deliveries went to the right place, that the wedding certificate was signed, and that everyone stayed out of my dressing room. Her help was invaluable. If something big went wrong, I had given her the go-ahead to make executive decisions. I wanted my focus to be on the groom, our marriage, celebrating the start of a new phase of our lives together, and on being present with all in attendance.


AN ALL-AMERICAN BARBECUE

Kathleen and Gary’s Wedding on July 4
55 guests in Bolinas, California

PRIORITIES


1. Great food (many of the guests were chefs and caterers)

2. Location—we wanted it to be local (Northern California) and by the ocean

3. Casual, friendly atmosphere

4. Date—Fourth of July—the anniversary of the day we met

5. Memorable, stylish, and unique



I was twenty-nine and Gary was thirty-one when we tied the knot. Gary and I met on the Fourth of July, two years earlier, while boogie-boarding in the ocean. We decided to get married on the anniversary of the day we met, and we liked the idea that we would always celebrate our wedding date in tandem with a national holiday and fireworks. We had been living together for over a year, but this was the first time our families would come together, so we wanted it to be incredibly special. We also wanted the wedding to be in a place where all our guests could be really comfortable and where kids (we have six nieces and nephews) could have a blast.

LOCATION

We got married at a horse-ranch bed-and-breakfast that was on a cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean. The interior of the building was nicely decorated with antiques and had enough room to accommodate us inside in case of rain. The inn’s two guest rooms were perfect changing rooms for the bridal party and later served as the site of our first night together as husband and wife. The inn’s grounds were spectacular—acres of green grass surrounded by eucalyptus trees, a pool, the ocean view, and an amazing herb and wildflower garden. I walked through the garden arm and arm with my brother (who was giving me away) and met my groom in a gazebo under a redwood tree. During the reception, croquet and softball equipment were set up on the lawn for the younger guests, and after lunch we had dancing on the brick patio for all who wanted to partake.

BUDGET



    	Site and wedding night (a B and B)
    	$
    	750
    	 



    	Dress, alterations, and veil
    	$
    	395
    	 



    	Tuxedo rental
    	$
	130
    	 



    	Food and beverage
    	$
    	1,650
    	 



    	Cake
    	$
	275
    	 



    	Photos
    	$
	325
    	 



    	Video
    	$
	0
    	 



    	Music
    	$
	0
    	 



    	Flowers
    	$
	275
    	 



    	Invitations
    	$
	110
    	 



    	License
    	$
	  60
    	 



    	Miscellaneous (disposables, favors, etc.)
    	$
	250
    	 



    	Hairstylist (my splurge for me and my mom)
    	$
	140
    	 



    	 
    	 
    	 
    	 



    	Total
    	$
    	4,360
    	 




DETAILS

We had a very short ceremony, ten minutes in length. I warned friends and family not to be late, so that they would not miss the whole thing. Gary’s best friend was deputized as a California justice of the peace for the day, so he was legally able to marry us. I delegated wedding-coordinator duties to the maid of honor, Laura. She assisted with the ceremony, took care that details leading up to the ceremony went off without a hitch, kept the reception running smoothly, and read the prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi during the ceremony. My niece was a flower girl, dropping rose petals along the garden path, and my nephew followed as an adorable ring bearer. Our vows were adapted from Marianne Williamson’s Illuminata.

APPAREL

I wore a white lace bodice with a shantung silk skirt (a real steal at $275) and a short silk-trimmed sheer chiffon veil that hung from a barrette in my hair. Both Gary and his best man wore traditional black tuxedos. My maid of honor wore a three-quarter-length light-green silk dress that matched my rose-and-green color scheme.

MUSIC

We taped our favorite light-rock love songs for before the ceremony, some dancing music for after the ceremony, and Pachelbel’s Canon in D Minor for my walk through the garden. The selections included “Love Will Come to You” (Indigo Girls), “A Wink and a Smile” (Harry Connick Jr.), “Make Someone Happy” (Jimmy Durante), and “The End of the World as We Know It (and I Feel Fine)” (R.E.M.).

FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS

My bouquet was made of light pink roses and ivy, tied with pale-pink silk ribbon. Boutonnieres for the groom and best man were matching roses with baby’s breath. My maid of honor, my mom, and Gary’s mom all wore rose and ivy corsages.

The only other flowers we purchased were two centerpieces, one each for the buffet and cake tables, that consisted of pale pink roses, ivy, and wildflowers in hand-painted window boxes. These planters were chosen not only to decorate the tables but to double as lasting keepsake gifts for my maid of honor and the friend who helped record the music for our wedding celebration. A bolt of extra-wide sheer ivory chiffon (a gift from a friend) was loosely draped around the gazebo. The resulting look was so beautiful that I donated the fabric to the innkeeper to use for future weddings there.

FOOD AND BEVERAGE

Immediately following the ceremony, we had a round of traditional toasts from the wedding party. Then, we gave out picnic baskets and tablecloths to every two people. Our guests spread out on the lawn and feasted on individual cheese trays garnished with wildflowers from the garden. We included some bubbles in the basket, so young and old alike were blowing bubbles into the light breeze.

Most of our guests moved to tables on the patio to eat the main course (see the menu). The self-serve luncheon utilized upscale disposable paper plates, cups, and napkins, along with china serving platters that were either borrowed or received as wedding gifts. I designed the menu myself, and a friend who used to work for me at a catering company cooked everything on-site. Several items were purchased already prepared: the spare ribs came from a smokehouse, the buns for the sandwiches and the French bread came from a local bakery, the wedding cake came from a culinary school. The cake was decorated with piped grape clusters and marzipan flowers. The cookies were a gift from a friend who owns a deli. They say that brides never eat at their wedding, but there I was, munching happily on ribs, salads, and cake in my white wedding gown.






[image: ]
[image: ]




OUR WEDDING MENU

APPETIZERS

Picnic Baskets filled with

Pesto Brie, French Bread, and Grapes

LUNCHEON BUFFET

Chipotle Barbecued Baby Back Ribs

Country Fried Chicken

Shrimp Salad Sandwiches

Confetti Pepper Potato Salad

Creamy Orange Basil Coleslaw

Farmer’s Market Tomato Salad

An Assortment of Fresh Fruit

DESSERT

Peruvian Wedding Cookies

White Sponge Wedding Cake with Lemon Curd Filling

and White Chocolate Buttercream Icing

BEVERAGES

Raspberry Lemonade, Iced Tea, and Sodas

Coffee, Tea, and Sparkling Cider
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· Chapter Two ·

ENVISION AND PRIORITIZE

○——————○

This chapter is the kickoff to customizing your wedding. When you are ready to start planning, I recommend making a date with your fiancé to sit down, maybe over dinner or a glass of wine, and talk through what a successful wedding looks and feels like to both of you.

To begin with, I’d like you to imagine your inner wedding planner asking lots of open-ended questions to help further uncover what having a priceless wedding means to you. The conversation may go something like this:


•Do you have a clear image of what you expect for the ceremony and reception?

•Did you grow up dreaming of a church ceremony followed by an elegant soiree, and a classic floor-length, fitted silk wedding gown? Or…

•Would you prefer to ditch tradition and elope to Vegas, wearing whatever your heart desires?

•Maybe you are not sure yet and want to do some research and consider all your options?



If you have been leading an “always a bridesmaid, never a bride” life and have attended dozens of weddings, you may know down to the last detail what you want. Now you just need to figure out how to execute your event on a tight budget. Perhaps you have been glued to the television since you got engaged, watching a myriad of weddings, as well as searching the web for ideas.

If, on the other hand, you really do not have a sense yet of what the possibilities are (they are endless!), go ahead and peruse websites, TV shows, and local wedding showcases that will start the ideas percolating.

When you feel compelled to jot ideas down on paper, jump right into step one below and craft a vision statement. Then proceed with step two by filling out the Couple’s Questionnaire and setting your priorities. On the other hand, if you would feel more comfortable starting with the questionnaire, jump ahead to step two and circle back after completing it.

STEP 1: CRAFT A VISION

Vision statements are inspiring words chosen by the betrothed couple to clearly and concisely convey the tone, theme, and details of their special day. You are ready to write your vision statement when you have an overall idea of what you want the wedding to look and feel like, as well as what you hope the guests would say about it afterward. Once complete, your vision statement will help you communicate your needs with wedding vendors and with family members.

If you are early in the planning process and do not yet know exactly what you want the wedding to look or feel like, do not worry. A vision statement can be a living, breathing, ever-evolving document. It is meant to be helpful, not intimidating! You can redraft it as many times as needed.

Here’s how to draft your vision statement: Visualize the setting, the time of year, and anything else about the who, what, where, when, and how. Paint an image of details, themes, and the overall feeling of what you want your wedding to be like. What elements are critical to its success? What is essential to include or do, and what is essential not to include or do? Fill out the Vision Notes worksheet with the broad view of what you hope to accomplish on your wedding day.

Visions and Vendors

The ability to share a clear vision statement will be especially helpful for anyone you may be working with who has not met you previously. Potential wedding vendors may try to impart their vision for your wedding, such as having you agree to a menu they are already preparing for another wedding the same day. Or, they may be trying to up-sell you a BMW when you are perfectly comfortable with and prefer a Toyota. Being crystal clear on what you envision and why enables you to paint the picture of the elements of a successful wedding.

Brainstorming Your Vision

Years ago I stopped making New Year’s resolutions and instead picked theme words, or intentions, to focus on each year. For example, last year I focused on gratitude, and this next year I am focusing on launching, for example, this book and my son off to college. Setting an intention for your wedding is optional, but it’s a great way to start drafting your vision.

With your partner, brainstorm an “intention” of one to five words that evoke the feeling, theme, and/or formality of your nuptials. For instance, for our wedding, we quickly agreed that we wanted it to be stress-free, a celebration, and delicious.

Another fun exercise to help you paint a mental picture of your big day is to imagine many years into the future. You and your partner are celebrating your ten-year wedding anniversary. You are looking back and discussing your ceremony and reception. Here are a few conversation starters to help you conceptualize the details:


•When you look back on the wedding festivities, what do you hope you and your guests feel and remember?

•Was it a large wedding or small and intimate; a traditional celebration or eclectic?

•What were the main elements of the ceremony? Of the reception?

•How did the main elements reflect who you and your partner are?

•What was the setting and time of day? Was it formal or casual?

•What other details of significance color your memories of the big day?




VISION NOTES

Wedding Vision:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Elements:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must-Not-Haves:

 

 

 

 

 

 



    To download a printable PDF of this worksheet, please visit http://rhlink.com/wed006


VISION EXAMPLES

A NEW YEAR’S VISION

    Here is a vision statement from Amanda and Peter, who married just after midnight on New Year’s in Cincinnati; see New Year’s Bliss for more.

We want our wedding to be more of a party than a traditional wedding. No cake, no photographer, simple decor, nothing cookie-cutter. We want God and prayer to be integral and our friends to vow they will help keep us on the path of love and growth. Our friends can form a circle of support around us with their hands touching us. Our children should be in the middle of the circle with us. This represents how we hope to continue to build a tight community within our marriage. New Year’s Eve will be the prelude to our vows, and New Year’s Day marks our new beginning. Every year thereafter we can look back on what worked well in the last year and what we hope to accomplish during the next in regards to our relationship.

THE START OF OUR GROWN-UP LIVES

Here is the vision statement for recent college graduates Kim and Brandon.

Our wedding is the next stage in our lives. We are seeking a traditional church ceremony, a white silk dress, tuxedos, and flowers everywhere, followed by a banquet in the church hall. We plan to serve American fare that will appeal to all. Our wedding cake will be topped with a china bride and groom that we can hold on to for eternity. We will toast with champagne and kiddie cocktails for the younger set. Our crafty family and friends will help us keep the price per person in line so we can invite a few hundred of our closest friends. Though it will be very affordable, it will not feel cheap or chintzy. We are ushering in a new era combining both families and lots of traditions, as well as making a few of our own.




SET AN INTENTION AND ENJOY THE JOURNEY!

ONE OF MY FAVORITE SLOGANS IS

“Intention, Attention, and No Tension.”

As a bride or groom it’s ideal to achieve all three.

INTENTION: If you had to come up with from one to five words to describe your wedding day, could you? Write a brief statement formally describing the feelings, emotions, and bonds you desire to create at your wedding—the essence of your vision.

ATTENTION: In the midst of the stress that leads up to and includes your wedding day, keep your attention on one detail or decision at a time. Also remember what your intention is and focus on it. Remember to breathe, smile, and enjoy every moment surrounded by your partner, family, and friends.

NO TENSION: Remember what your priorities are, do not sweat the small stuff—really, do not sweat the big stuff either. (I know it’s so hard, but commit to it right now!) Set the intention to enjoy your engagement, have fun along the way, and relish your wedding planning journey!

MARRIAGE MISSION STATEMENT

Another option that I highly recommend is a Marriage Mission Statement. In today’s culture we spend lots of time and energy planning the perfect wedding day. When helping couples plan their wedding, I usually suggest the importance of spending even more time discussing marriage and what marriage means to them than spending time planning their wedding.

If you’re interested in doing so, you could easily utilize the vision notes form and methods, but instead focus on your marriage. Or search for “Marriage Mission Statement” on the Internet. There are lots of websites with examples that could prove beneficial.



STEP 2: CLARIFY YOUR PRIORITIES

One of the keys to an affordable wedding is to decide early on what your top priorities are, taking care not to spend lavishly on areas that are not. Fill out the Couple’s Questionnaire. Your priorities will help determine your vision for your wedding and how best to utilize the funds available. Examples of top priorities: a specific location, a small or large guest list, a religious or spiritual ceremony, great food, live music, or an Alençon lace dress.

Our priority list helped us—and everyone who was trying to help us—to focus on what was important to us and to concentrate our limited financial resources where we most wanted to spend them. For instance, if location is ranked high on your list, start looking and talking about it with everyone you meet. If incorporating religion or spirituality is a priority, this is the time to seek out your minister, priest, or rabbi. Let friends, coworkers, and relatives know that you need help and what your top priorities are. If you already know of specific areas you plan to do yourself or assign to a friend or family member, fill those in on the form also.

If you focus on your top priorities, the rest will fall into place. In other words, don’t worry too much about all the details right now. For example, maybe you are not sure what time of day you prefer. Wait, gather more information, and think about it later. When you find the perfect site and determine its availability, you can make that call.

How Priorities Help

For my fiancé and me, location, food, and self-written vows were the top priorities. We asked for and received help from friends and family on other areas, such as music. We kept the guest list under control, inviting eighty guests (of whom fifty-five attended), and we sent out announcements to another fifty friends and relatives.

Once my fiancé and I determined the location and date of our wedding—at a horse-ranch bed-and-breakfast on the Fourth of July—it was easy for us to determine that an all-American picnic would be the theme, that the wedding would take place in the afternoon, and that we would serve lunch.

The priority list also helped us decide what aspects were not as important to us. Photographs were one example. Yes, we wanted them. We even wanted them done professionally. They were not, however, something we were willing to spend top dollar on. Later we would go to bridal shows, read local wedding guides, and get a wide variety of quotes. Eventually we decided on a photographer who was a friend of a friend. Our photos turned out great, the price was reasonable, we got to keep the negatives, and our photographer made us a custom wedding album that I will cherish forever.


CHOOSE
YOUR PRIORITIES

The following list of possibilities is meant to inspire you.


•Style: traditional church wedding, spiritual but not religious, civil, or simple and natural

•Size: large; small, with immediate family only; just the two of us; or just the two of us with kids from our first marriages

•Season: spring, summer, fall, or winter

•Formality of the reception atmosphere: simple elegance, rustic, black tie

•Is there a theme, such as vintage, ’20s, ’40s, ’60s, beach party, other

•Location: beach, park, backyard, summer home, a lodge, farm, destination wedding, at home, our church, banquet hall, other

•Ceremony elements that may be critical for you: a chuppah, blessing of the rings, breaking of glass at the end of the ceremony, Bible readings…

•Green: completely sustainable, green where possible, organic food…

•Fun, really, really fun: photo booth, dunk tank, carnival games, New Year’s Eve, Halloween…

•Food: is it a main focus or a nice-to-do? What are your favorite foods or favorite restaurant?

•Adult beverages: is a full bar a priority, or wine with dinner, or a champagne toast?





FILL OUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE AND DETERMINE YOUR PRIORITIES

You and your fiancé can answer the following questionnaire individually or collaboratively.

Skip any questions that you are not sure about and come back to them later. To estimate the number of guests, you should both draft your initial guest lists.


COUPLE’S QUESTIONNAIRE

Bride _______________

Groom ______________

Wedding Date __________ Time of Year __________

Number of Guests __________ Length of Engagement __________

Location Ideas _______________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prioritize the following in order, starting with 1 as the highest priority. Specify where applicable by filling in the blank or circling the option that best suits you as a couple.


RANKING

__________ Location

__________ Theme

__________ Formal, semiformal, or informal atmosphere

__________ Small, medium, or large wedding

__________ Time of day __________

__________ Catered food: all, none, or partial

__________ Brunch, lunch, tea, cocktails, dinner, desserts, or cake

__________ Catered beverage service, espresso bar

__________ Full bar, beer and wine, partial bar, nonalcoholic only

__________ Vows: traditional, write your own, other __________

__________ Religious aspect: specify __________

__________ Photography: professional or friends, extensive or simple

__________ Video: professional, friends, or none

__________ Hair and/or makeup: professional or not

__________ Bride’s dress type: formal, semiformal, or other __________

__________ Number of bridesmaids, if any __________

__________ Bridesmaids’ dress type: formal, semiformal, or choose their own

__________ Groom’s tuxedo, suit, or other

__________ Number of groomsmen, if any

__________ Groomsmen apparel

__________ Theme __________

__________ Color scheme, if any __________

__________ Other priorities __________

__________ __________

__________ __________

__________ __________



    To download a printable PDF of this worksheet, please visit http://rhlink.com/wed002

DIY projects and person assigned, if applicable:

Rewrite and rank your top priorities here:


1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 




NEW YEAR’S BLISS

Amanda and Peter’s New Year’s Wedding
50 guests in Cincinnati, Ohio

PRIORITIES


1. For God and prayer to be a central part of their wedding and marriage

2. To literally be encircled with friends and family

3. Prominent inclusion of their three kids

4. More of a party than a wedding

5. Convenience



Amanda, thirty-seven, and Peter, thirty-six, met two-and-a-half years earlier while partnering in a Cross Fit gym. Over time their connection grew, and love blossomed, surprising both of them.

Once they decided to make it official, they spent several months talking about what they wanted to do for their nuptials. It was late November, in the midst of Thanksgiving and the start of holiday season, when they agreed on a date. Their goal was to host a relaxed, nonstressful event that would serve double-duty, ushering in the New Year while celebrating the start of their marriage.

LOCATION

Amanda and Peter were married at their friend Deke’s home, a restored 110-year-old, three-story, historic American Foursquare–style mansion. They had been leaning toward getting married in another country. With less than two months to plan, they decided, for reasons of cost and convenience and to make sure close family and friends could attend, to hold it locally instead. Their Punchbowl.com digital invites asked folks to join them to help close out the old year and ring in the new. The celebration started at 8:00 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, and the ceremony commenced at 12:30 a.m. New Year’s morning.

BUDGET



	Wedding/reception site
    	$
    	0
	 



    	Dress, alterations, veil, and shoes
    	$
    	220
    	(dress, alterations, and veil, $120; shoes, $100)



    	Groom’s clothing
    	$
    	0
    	 



    	Food, liquor
    	$
    	500
        	(food, $200; liquor, $300; see opposite)


    
    	Photography
        	$
        	0
    	 


    
        	Makeup, hair
        	$
        	50
        	 
    

    
        	Flowers
        	$
        	380
        	 
    

    
        	Decorations
        	$
        	0
        	(a present from her maid of honor)
    

    
        	Invitations, music
        	$
        	0
        	(both digital)
    

    
        	License/minister
        	$
        	35
        	 
    


    	 
    	 
    	 
    	 



    	Total
    	$
    	1,185
    	 




DETAILS

Amanda’s super-creative friends helped to decorate, and the house, decked out in Christmas decor, looked elegant. For the ceremony, Amanda walked down the wooden staircase with her three boys and into the front room, where she stopped right under an ornate crystal chandelier. The only music they set up in advance was the tune “Home,” by Phillip Phillips, which played as they came down the staircase. The lights were dimmed, and tall sparkly hurricanes with long-stemmed calla lilies, some set on mirrors with tea lights, were interspersed with arrangements of orange gerbera daisies. Garlands, arrangements of black and white feathers, and Christmas ornaments added cheer to the rooms.

During the ceremony, Amanda and Peter asked everyone in attendance to make a circle around them and, literally, “put their hands on” the couple as accountability partners, who would help keep them on the path of love and commitment. They wanted a relaxed party atmosphere and chose not to have a professional photographer or videographer. They also omitted many reception traditions, including the wedding cake, the garter toss, and the first dance. Friends captured the moments with photos, most of which were candids. In lieu of presents they had a wishing well tree (they used a Christmas evergreen), where guests could put envelopes with contributions toward their reception, honeymoon, and home.

APPAREL

Prior to the midnight hour, Amanda wore a sequined shirt and black pants. Amanda changed into her wedding dress right after the midnight toast. She bought her empire-waist, floor-length sheath dress off the rack at Nordstrom’s and had it altered to fit. She absolutely adored the Vera Wang crystal-beaded, open-toe, strappy 5-inch high heels she wore that “nearly cost as much as the dress.” Amanda splurged and had her hair done up. A friend spray-painted a headband with white paint and glued on tiny rhinestones, white silk ribbon, and flowers. The finished band was the focal point of

Amanda’s up-do. As she walked the walnut staircase to take her place with the groom, she carried a simple bouquet of calla lilies.

Peter paired a dark gray suit he had bought previously with an orange tie. Their boys all wore jeans with polo shirts. The couple had not requested anyone else to wear specific wedding attire, as they wanted all their friends and family to be comfortably casual.

FOOD AND BEVERAGE

Amanda and Peter had scheduled a catering company to serve hors d’oeuvres until midnight and set up an omelet bar after the wedding for an early breakfast. They were wondering why the caterer had not arrived at the house by the agreed-upon time. They got a call close to 10:00 p.m. and learned that the catering truck was in a serious accident and would not make it after all. Amanda said, “We have an amazing community of friends. They pitched in, went to the store, and basically catered the wedding themselves. We ended up getting all our money back from the caterer.” They feasted on jalapeño popper appetizers, cheese-and-cracker trays, veggie platters, chips with dip, and assorted appetizers, and they drank beer, Bloody Marys, and mimosas.

“Our wedding was everything we wanted it to be,” Peter and Amanda agreed.







· Chapter Three ·

BECOMING BUDGET SAVVY

○——————○

Throughout this book you will find examples of resourceful couples who designed wonderful weddings within their budgets by detailing their priorities and making strategic decisions on where to spend and where to save.

With your own priority list top of mind, the time has come to sit down and write a realistic budget. First, look at all of the possible ways to finance a wedding, such as drawing from your savings, your incomes, and contributions from parents. Then, if needed, consider alternative resources. For instance, some couples move back home to save; others may get a second job, try to sell items on eBay, or take out a loan.

To help you determine your individual budget, tailor the following worksheet to meet your individual needs. Before you do, browse through the book and take a peek at how different couples customized their budgets to their specifications. In some cases, there was no tuxedo rental, so that is not included on their budget breakdown. In other cases, they added a category or item. For instance, my husband and I used disposable plates and added “disposables” as a budget line item. The main focus of this book is the wedding day itself; therefore, the engagement and wedding rings, a rehearsal dinner party, and the honeymoon are not included on the budget sheet, but feel free to add them if you so choose.

Keep in mind that the figures you decide on for individual categories (attire, photographer, location, catering, and so on) will continuously change until you have made your final decisions. Initially, write in pencil and keep updating the budget breakdown as needed.

For example, you may realize that a designer wedding gown is a priority for you and, therefore, budget $1,000 toward your purchase. Then, you happen upon the perfect dress, and it is on sale for the unbelievable price of $425. You would then have $575 to use in another category. Or perhaps the reverse is true. You budget $500 for your dress. Then you try on a $1,200 gown you can’t live without. To save money in other categories, you may decide to take on more DIY projects, for instance, arrange your own flowers, or make cheese trays and simple appetizers to save on catering.


WHY $5,000 OR LESS?


•Spending less on your wedding is in vogue.

•You’re cash poor.

•You or your fiancé is between jobs.

•One or both partners are still in college or recently graduated.

•A child is on the way.

•This will be a second marriage.

•You’re an older couple currently sending kids through college or saving for retirement.

•This is a reaffirmation of vows.

•You want to save money for your future.

•You want the wedding to be about your commitment, not about finances.

•You didn’t want your parents to go into debt for a wedding.

•You had only three months to plan it, so you kept it simple.

•Your friend took a loan out to cover wedding costs, and two years later, she and her husband are still paying it off.

•Your parents offered you $20,000 either for a wedding or to help you purchase your first house, so you decided to spend $4,000 on the wedding and use the rest for a down payment on a new home.

•You went all out on your first marriage, but it didn’t last. You don’t need to repeat the fairy-tale part; you just want the happily ever after.

•It’s still a lot of money—especially in times of economic insecurity.





CREATIVE FINANCING: LOANS, SPONSORSHIPS, AND CROWDSOURCING

In recent years, as more couples pay for their own wedding, creative financing has become popular. This is especially true of second and third weddings, nuptials that feature a bride and groom who have been on their own for a while, and couples who do not have many family members or do not plan to invite family. Consider the following options if your budget is only enough for a quick trip to city hall, but you have your heart set on hosting a priceless wedding closer to $5,000.

WEDDING LOANS. Traditional loans might be available, if needed. The amount would be borrowed using some form of collateral as a guarantee, such as a house, car, 401(k), or stocks. However, I caution couples against starting their marriage in debt if at all possible.

SPONSORSHIPS. Some businesses are willing to offer in-kind gifts, such as a wedding cake, catering, flowers, or a donation toward the wedding, in exchange for advertising on the couples’ website, in their wedding brochure, or at the wedding. This method requires a significant amount of work as you line up sponsors who see value in billing as part of your wedding, such as a new caterer or florist. The trick will be to pull it off tastefully versus having too many sponsors and pronounced advertising, which might offend some guests.

RAISE MONEY. Get a second job, walk dogs in the neighborhood, move back home for a while, sell stuff on eBay or Craigslist, have a garage sale, open an online store to sell crafts, and so on.

CROWDSOURCING. Consider signing up with a specialty website that will help you raise money by soliciting funds from strangers, family, and friends. This is a great way to fund your reception and your honeymoon.

    While getting sponsorships or utilizing crowdsourcing may seem crazy, many couples have successfully used these tactics to pay for all or a portion of their wedding. See The Top General Wedding Sites for Internet resources if you are interested in either or both of these options.

 


COUPLE’S BUDGET NOTES

When you first fill this out, it is best to write in pencil. Most likely, you will need to make changes to your budget as you move forward.





	Amount from bride’s salary
	 
	___________



	Amount from groom’s salary
	 
	___________



	Amount from savings/investments
	 
	___________



	Contributions from parents
	 
	___________



	Contributions from sponsors
	 
	___________



	Contributions from crowdsourcing
	 
	___________



	Contributions from gifts
	 
	___________



	Total Amount Available
	 
	___________



	 
	Amount Budgeted
	Amount Paid



	Wedding site
	___________
	___________



	Reception site
	___________
	___________



	Dress, alterations, and veil
	___________
	___________



	Tux
	___________
	___________



	Food, catering
	___________
	___________



	Beverages
	___________
	___________



	Cake
	___________
	___________



	Rentals
	___________
	___________



	Photography
	___________
	___________



	Video
	___________
	___________



	Music
	___________
	___________



	Flowers
	___________
	___________



	Invitations
	___________
	___________



	Minister, officiant
	___________
	___________



	License
	___________
	___________



	Other__________
	___________
	___________



	___________
	___________
	___________



	___________
	___________
	___________



	___________
	___________
	___________



	Total Budget
	___________
	___________






    To download a printable PDF of this worksheet, please visit http://rhlink.com/wed001

TOP TEN WAYS TO SAVE MONEY ON YOUR WEDDING


1. Keep the guest list under control.

2. Use a location that is free or only charges a small fee.

3. Cater it all—or part of the reception—yourself.

4. Wear clothes you already own, such as your mom’s dress or a favorite suit for the groom.

5. Rent a dress and tuxedo instead of buying, or use one that was only worn once.

6. Get married privately and have a party afterward.

7. Go alcohol-free or have a champagne toast, then a cash bar.

8. Don’t serve a full meal; instead go with a tea, appetizer, or dessert reception.

9.
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