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Introduction

At their best, bathrooms are places of refuge. A well-designed bathroom is the perfect intersection of privacy, comfort, and essential function. That’s a lot to ask for from one small room in a house. Fortunately, there are a wealth of fixtures, furnishings, and surface treatments from which to choose. Those enable you to create your own personal spa-like sanctuary.

Increasingly, that’s what homeowners want from the bathroom—a luxurious space that they not only use every day, but enjoy using every day. Understandably, new bathroom design is being led by the different ways homeowners want to use their bathrooms. Where once the good old American toilet was unchanging and simple, now homeowners want a bidet-toilet (or at least a bidet seat) for the hygiene and comfort of a separate European fixture, with the convenience and economy of a single throne for the room.

Faucets have not only grown more stylish, but they are also increasingly “smart,” with touchless and touch-activated models available everywhere faucets are sold. This new technology makes something as basic as washing your hands easier and more hygienic. Again, luxury and comfort coming together in new and interesting ways.

The luxury is key. Even homeowners with only a modest bathroom space to transform, expect a certain level of luxury. And they don’t have to look further than their local home center to find it. Multiple showerheads—once exclusive to high-end hotels and million-dollar homes—are now within easy reach (literally and figuratively) of just about every homeowner. The jetted tubs that once required excessive floor space can now be found in modest alcove models that will bring an opulent, rejuvenating experience to even the most cramped bathroom.

Trends come and go. Plants and black fixtures? Appealing, but perhaps not here for the long haul. Glass tiles, curbless showers, and sleek tankless toilet designs? They will likely endure.

In any case, start with your comfort and the special features that mean the most to you, whether that’s a his-and-her double-bowl vanity or a slide bar, dual-head shower fixture. Then choose the finish, color, or style that complements the overall look you’re after. Given the vast wealth of choices, there’s just no reason not to have the bathroom of your dreams.
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Gallery of Bathrooms

For what are usually fairly small spaces in a home, bathrooms are their own style islands. They don’t necessarily have to follow the design philosophy used throughout the rest of the house, because they serve as remote, separate spaces. However, given the amount of time you’ll spend in your bathroom, it only makes sense to create a visual style that is every bit as pleasing as the room is comfortable to use.

The options shown in these pages represent the astounding range of style elements that can affect the feel and flair or this high-traffic space. These are all meant as improvements in a room where the money you invest often comes back to you in a measurably higher home value (bathrooms and kitchens remain the two remodeling areas with the biggest return on investment, real estate–wise).

The inpirational examples shown here also reflect the practical considerations that temper any decision you might make. Tile floors? Consider whether traction is more important than looks. Vessel sink? Will small children be able to reach over the lip to use the fixture? Always keep in mind that bathrooms are where the beautiful meets the practical. Fortunately, as the photos in this section amply illustrate, you never have to do without one to have the other.
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Clean and simple can be calming. A small space is often well-served by a more subtle look. Muted colors, bright reflective surfaces, and abundant lighting lend a sparkling feel to this guest bathroom, while ensuring that is easy to keep clean. It was also inexpensive to create and serves the needs well.
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Be bold in a half bath. Because powder rooms are used only briefly, and the space you need to cover is modest, you can let your creativity loose in the space. Here, the homeowner has contrasted stunning patterned wallpaper with an accent wall of sophisticated glass tile. The busy surfaces are moderated by solid color floor and ceiling and simple, modern, linear tray sink. The space is modest, but the look is anything but.
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Use light to enlarge a small room. Space may be at a premium in this bathroom, but it doesn’t look that way. Diagonal glass tiles run vertically make the ceiling seem higher, and the light, bright color and glass surface amplifies available light, making the space appear more open and airy. The wall-mounted toilet also conserves space, as does the handy shelf-and-towel rack unit.
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Match curves to curves. A tray vessel sink (below) is not unusual in today’s contemporary bathroom, but an oval version is. The shape of this lovely sink mirrors the shape of the bathtub, creating a repetition that helps guide the eye through the room’s design.
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Swap the tub for luxury. Many bathroom alcove tubs are small and cramped. Replacing a tiny tub with a curbless shower creates a showcase bathroom and an exceptional morning shower experience.
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Play it safe with matching fixtures. You can please the eye and streamline your fixture shopping by buying a suite of fixtures from the same family, such as the showerhead, controls, and faucets in this bathroom. The brushed-nickel finish is easier to keep clean than chrome, and it adds a sophisticated aspect to the look of the room.
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Accessorize with small bathroom fixtures. Faucets are the jewelry of the bathroom, and it doesn’t take a huge investment to opt for bling. This waterfall faucet adds a literal splash of style to the room without breaking the bank.
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Save space with a console sink. Most console sinks are modest in size, usually featuring only the sink and supporting structure. This one features the added bonus of a shelf between the legs, offering a place for towels or other small-item storage.
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Colorize vanity fronts for a showstopping effect. The small surface area of vanity drawer and cabinet door fronts provides the ideal canvas for a shock of bold color in an otherwise white room. This is a great way to revive older, beat-up vanities, without the expense of replacing them.
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Walk into luxury. Today’s walk-in tubs are more than just pragmatic accessibility features for bathers with mobility issues. Manufacturers now outfit walk-in tubs with luxury features, such as the jets and chrome fixtures shown here.
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Optimize vanity cabinets. There’s no excuse to leave your undersink area bare, with a clutter of odd-sized bottles, jars, and other bathroom necessities. You can organize the space and make the most of its storage potential with a few aftermarket installations, such as the corner shelf and screw-on door-back racks shown here.
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Style and accessibility can go hand in hand, as this stunning shower illustrates. A chic trench drain ensures no water from this curbless shower makes it onto the floor outside, and a seat and handheld shower wand on a sliding bar make showering as easy for people with mobility issues as it is for anyone else in the house.
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Warm with wood. The bright white, hard, reflective surfaces and stark white light that shouts cleanliness in a bathroom, can also be cold and unwelcoming. Warm and soften the style of a pure white bathroom with wood accents like the side panel and toilet backdrop wall surface in this modest powder room.
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Light for drama. Hidden lighting can be as much a stylistic decision as a functional feature. Here, lights behind sink mirrors provide soft illumination that is flattering to the skin and the image in the mirror, while adding a warmth and sophistication to the room.
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Mix and match for the best bathroom lighting. Most bathrooms—especially those that see a lot of use—will benefit from multiple fixtures and types of light. This well-appointed shared bathroom features a skylight that supplies abundant natural light during the day and different types of fixtures, controlled by different switches, for area lighting at other times.
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Transform with tile. A tiny, undistinguished bathroom becomes a stylish showcase with a wall of artsy black-and-white tile. Mixing and matching tile like this can create a dynamic effect without ruining your budget. Simple, effective, and memorable.








Bathroom Elements

This is the golden age of bathroom design. There are so many options for each and every component that goes into a bathroom, that the biggest challenge you’ll face is simply whittling down your choices to a manageable short list.

Aside from empowering you to create a signature look in your bathroom, all those options also mean that there are stunning choices for affordable prices. Whether you’re looking for one-of-a-kind tile, or want a vanity that makes a bold design statement, you’ll probably find just what you’re looking for with an attractive price tag on it.

Let’s not forget, though, that bathrooms are about comfort as much (or more) than looks. From your choice of showerhead, to the toilet you pick, right down to the surface materials, all play a part in how pleasant the space will be. That’s why you should keep the needs of all the users of the room in mind when choosing bathroom elements.

In any case, remember that accurate measurements are your best friend whether you’re replacing an old faucet or adding tub-shower doors. Accuracy matters and simply making exacting measurements and checking them twice will head off a lot of frustration in installing new bathroom elements.
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In this chapter:


	Traditional + Jetted Bathubs

	Showers

	Sinks

	Toilets + Bidets

	Cabinets + Vanities

	Lighting

	Heating + Ventilation

	Walls + Ceilings

	Flooring





Traditional + Jetted Bathtubs

Although you can find bathtubs in a wide variety of sizes and shapes, your existing bathroom floorplan usually dictates exactly what size you should buy. But if you don’t mind moving some plumbing, or you are building an all-new bathroom, your options expand dramatically.

Tubs are categorized first by the method used to install them. The three basic installation styles are alcove, deck-mounted, and freestanding.

Alcove tubs are the most common. They are often enclosed on three sides, which is why they are also called “recessed tubs.” One-piece tub-and-shower combination fixtures are also available to fit standard-size alcoves. Custom sizes can be made for odd-size alcoves.

Deck-mounted tubs, also called drop-in tubs, generally rest directly on the subfloor or in a thinset mortar base. They are surrounded by custom-built decks or platforms. Typically, these tubs have a larger capacity than attached-apron tubs. The cost of making the deck can cause these tubs to be more expensive than other types, but the design possibilities are nearly limitless.

Freestanding tubs are available in an amazing range of styles and materials. The two basic types of freestanding tub are footed and pedestal, but within those two groups are a large number of interpretations that range from the classic clawfoot tub to ultramodern units that are almost works of art. In any case, these are most often fabricated from enameled iron, polymer, or, on the high side, marble or other stone surfaces. They are meant to hold up to abuse because they lack the protective structure of an apron or deck. The plumbing is most often exposed, and the hardware presents even more design possibilities.

Corner tubs are becoming increasingly popular, not only because they allow homeowners to make use of what is often dead space in the bathroom, but because they are now often designed to include a surprising amount of room for bathers.

Semiattached tubs are butted to a wall, essentially giving the appearance of a freestanding tub while conveniently exploiting a plumbed wall in the same way as an alcove tub. Semiattached tubs are an interesting variation that allows the homeowner to add a design element with the choice of the three-sided apron (for which manufacturers often offer interchangeable options).
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A deck-mounted tub can be customized to fit your space and your bathroom’s design. This deck was built to blend, and it complements the vanity, walls, and floor. The side-mounted faucet and controls allow bathers to recline completely in either direction without bumping up against the hardware. The jets inside the tub ensure a spa-like bathing experience that turns an everyday ritual into something special.
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A clawfoot tub is an iconic bathroom fixture. The original models made of cast iron with an enameled porcelain finish can be found through architectural-salvage companies, although the supply is dwindling and the prices are climbing. Reproductions of this style are made with lighter-weight composites and polymers.
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Traditional one-piece alcove tubs remain one of the most popular choices among homeowners. The tub lends itself to accents such as high-end surround tile and distinctive fixtures and hardware.
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Match your tub to the sink and toilet by purchasing all at once as part of a suite. The freestanding tub in this room is a spectacular addition only made better with the inclusion of a sleek toilet and matching vanity-top sink. It’s a stunning look that makes the room stand out.






Tub Materials

Tubs are manufactured from many different materials, each with its own pros and cons.



Fiberglass is an inexpensive, lightweight material that can be finished in a variety of colors. It is easily molded, so fiberglass tubs can have seats, grab bars, soap dishes, and shampoo shelves molded into the sides. Though fiberglass has many benefits, its surface can scratch easily, and its color will fade.

Acrylic, like fiberglass, can be molded into just about any size and shape. Unlike fiberglass, however, the color runs through the entire substance, making it less likely to show scratches or to fade.

Enameled steel tubs are pressed from sheets of steel and coated with a baked-on enamel similar to that of cast-iron tubs, but the enamel layer is thin and susceptible to chipping. It doesn’t retain heat well and tends to be noisy.

Cast iron is the most durable material available for tubs. Iron is cast into a tub shape, then coated with a baked-on enamel that is relatively thick (1/16 inch), resulting in a richly colored finish. The enamel is strong, durable, and resistant to chips, scratches, and stains.

Cast iron is just about indestructible, but it’s also extremely heavy. In some cases, the floor framing must be reinforced to support the additional weight. Cast iron is used most commonly for clawfoot and other stand-alone bathtubs.

Polymer can be cast into just about any tub shape and is a solid color throughout, making it impervious to scratches. The finish can be made to mimic quality surfaces such as marble or granite. Polymer also retains heat well, although the gel coat used on polymer breaks down over time.

Solid-surface tubs are gaining popularity. As with solid-surface countertops, the tubs can be made in one piece of resin or quartz and formed into many different shapes—including some with built-in features such as soap dishes. The materials retain heat well, come in many surface looks, and are durable.


Specialty Tubs

Soaking tubs are deeper and have higher sides than other styles. Traditional Japanese versions feature sides as high as 4 feet, but contemporary American soaking tubs usually have walls from 20 to 36 inches high. Traditional soaking tubs are tall enough that bathers may sit, rather than recline, although the shallowest modern models are soaking tubs only to the extent that they will allow an adult to be covered completely with water when reclined. The experience is luxurious and meditative.
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Large deck-mounted tubs offer options when it comes to locating the spout and valve handles. In many cases this means you can position the spout near the tub center so you can lean back against either end of the tub without hitting any hardware.





Jetted tubs come equipped with either water or air jets. Water jets recirculate tub water, heating it and then blowing it out under variable force that the bather can adjust. Air jets blow air into the bath water from different angles to provide different effects—from a relaxing bath to a fairly invigorating massage.

Water jets are more traditional and the more popular option. However, water-jet models are also more expensive, more difficult to install, and appreciably harder to keep clean because contaminants from soap to bath salts make their way into the jet lines, fouling them.

Either type of jetted tub is available in all formats, including stand-alone, alcove, and drop-in. Jetted tubs are almost universally made of acrylic and, because of the plumbing and mechanicals, are more expensive than any other type of tub. Most run thousands of dollars, and the price rises with both the size of the tub and the options, which can include mood lighting, headrests, timers, and touch-pad or remote controls.

Before investing in a jetted tub, carefully measure the space, and draw up plans for how and where the plumbing will run (most models are built with all the plumbing and mechanicals attached the body of the tub). Be aware of the maintenance any tub you’re considering will require. Balance that against how much you will use the tub.

Because so much of the apparatus is integral to the tub, installing a jetted tub is a reasonable do-it-yourself project. It requires knowledge of basic plumbing, electrical, and carpentry principles, and will usually take the better part of a weekend for the average homeowner to install.
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Most jetted tubs sold are drop-in styles. Constructing a deck is a way to customize the installation while hiding the integral plumbing lines and mechanicals. You’ll likely need to install a 220-volt GFCI outlet, or hardwire the tub into the bathroom’s circuit.
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Install a curved-front alcove tub to enjoy maximum bathing space in a limited footprint. A model with the faucet and controls offset increases the usable interior space even more.







Showers

Tub-and-shower combos remain the most common bathing setup, largely because the combination crams the most function into the least amount of space. They also allow users to bathe either way, making them ideal in a bathroom used by more than one person. However, most combination units are not luxurious baths or showers.

For luxury, you’ll want a dedicated bathing structure. And, in fact, more and more homeowners are abandoning tubs for full-featured walk-in shower enclosures. Within the modest footprint taken up by an alcove bathtub, it’s quite possible, and within most homeowners’ budgets, to install an upscale shower with frameless glass panels, custom tile work, a sleek curbless shower pan, and multiple showerheads.

If budget is a concern, you can find all-in-one shower-enclosure kits that include a base, three-wall surrounds, and the hardware and fixtures you’ll need. Increasingly, these prefab products can be fairly upscale as well, featuring inset tile columns, multiple showerheads, stylish grab bars, and molded-in shelves and recesses for body-care products.
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The most common shower in homes across America is the one that fits inside an existing alcove tub. It’s a simple setup, especially when paired with a shower curtain rather than a sliding glass door.
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One-piece alcove shower enclosures can be simple and modest or incredibly upscale and detailed, such as the oversized unit shown here.





One-piece enclosures are widely available for the DIYer. Seamless stalls are molded from fiberglass or acrylic, making this option easy to clean and maintain. A wide range of sizes and styles are available. Some include seats, linear drains, steam units, and other chic features.

Neo-angle showers are designed to fit into corners. Made of acrylic or fiberglass, they are completely self-contained with integrated shower bases, walls, and doors.

Shower-surround panels are used to construct simple, inexpensive shower enclosures. They are built above a preformed shower pan. Three individual panels are bonded to the walls of the framed alcove, and the seams are sealed.

Freestanding showers are complete units unattached to walls. These are the least common option and range from sheetmetal or fiberglass units to elaborate glass-block enclosures.

Custom shower stalls can be designed to fit into odd or unusually shaped spaces. The walls can be finished with the surface material of your choosing, such as ceramic or stone tile, glass block, or even solid-surface material to do away with grout lines. Specialized options, such as benches, steam-bath fixtures, shelves, and soap dishes, can be incorporated into the design.

Curbless showers are designed for physically challenged users. The shower entrance has no curb at all, providing easy access to the shower. One-piece molded units are available, or barrier-free showers can be custom-built. Most have built-in shower seats and grab bars.

Shower doors and curtains are usually purchased separately from the shower itself. Options range from simple plastic curtains costing a few dollars to custom-made tempered-glass doors.

Multiple showerheads, shower towers, and steam showers can create a more luxurious shower. Steam showers require extra plumbing, wiring, and a shower stall with doors that seal tightly.
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A simple shower enclosure using off-the-shelf pan, hardware, fixtures, and frameless glass panels can create a jaw-dropping centerpiece to an already stunning bathroom.
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An overhead light ensures safety in the shower. Make sure that any light installed in a shower area is moisture resistant. Some shower lights include a heating element.
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Prefab shower trays come in a variety of styles, including sleek features like the concealed trench drain in this unit.
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Custom shower enclosures are limited only by imagination and can include, as this one does, a wood-slat floor over a curbless drain pan, marble walls, and multiple showerheads for a sumptuous experience.







Sinks

The variety of sinks available today practically guarantees that you can find a lavatory sink to match your space, budget, and taste. The most significant difference between the major sink types is the manner in which they are installed: wall mounted, pedestal or console, and countertop.

Wall-mounted sinks hang directly from the wall, taking up little space and offering easy access to plumbing hookups. Basic wall-mounted sinks are good options for utility bathrooms or half baths, where exposed plumbing and lack of storage space are not serious drawbacks. Designer wall-mounted styles feature attached aprons that hide plumbing. These are also accessibility features, allowing people in wheelchairs to roll under the sink for easy use.

Pedestal sinks and console sinks are wall-mounted styles that rest on a pedestal or legs that may or may not provide actual support to the sink bowl. A decorative pedestal may conceal plumbing and can be a smart choice for a small guest bathroom or powder room where floorspace is particularly scarce. Console sinks have legs supporting the front two corners and often feature an apron to mask plumbing connections. The advantage of a console sink over a pedestal model is that small baskets or a modest, simple shelving unit can be placed underneath for additional storage.

Self-rimming sinks drop into a cutout in the countertop, with the rim overlapping the cutout’s edges.

Integral sinks, usually made of solid-surface material or cultured marble, are molded into countertops and are easy to install and maintain.

Undermounted sinks are attached with clips beneath a cutout in a solid-surface, stone, or concrete countertop.

Vessel sinks sit on top of a countertop, with only a small cutout for the drain.

Sinks can be made of a number of materials. Cultured marble is an inexpensive material often used to create integral sink-and-countertop combinations to fit standard vanity sizes.
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A pedestal sink has visual appeal and an efficient footprint but lacks any storage.
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A solid-surface sink and countertop are the perfect match for a modern single-handle faucet and chic wall-mounted vanity.





Porcelain (vitreous china) may be used for self-rimming sinks. It has a durable glossy surface that is nonporous and easy to clean. Porcelain sinks are readily available in white and almond, and you can special order other colors. For a truly unique addition to your bathroom décor, consider a hand-painted porcelain sink in a floral or other one-of-a-kind design.

Solid-surface material is long lasting and easy to clean; scratches can be buffed or sanded out. It is one of the more expensive choices for bathroom sinks, but its durability and ease of care help justify the price. Solid-surface sinks are available in self-rimming, undermounted, and integral models, with a variety of colors and patterns to choose from.

Stainless steel brings a high-tech look and durability to bathroom sinks. It is available in either a satin or mirror finish. Price varies according to thickness, or gauge—the lower the gauge number, the thicker the steel. Look for 18-gauge material with a noise-reducing undercoating. Because they are lightweight, stainless-steel sinks are often used for undermounting.

Composite and acrylic sinks are less common because they aren’t ideal in high-traffic areas. However, where the sinks won’t see a lot of use, these can be low-cost, attractive alternatives to more durable materials.

Tempered glass is used to create stylish vessel sinks for bathrooms. Undermounted styles can be lit from underneath to create a mood-setting glow. Art-glass sinks continue to grow in popularity, and, if crafted properly, a cast or fused-glass sink can be every bit as durable and safe as tempered glass—with a nearly infinite number of possible designs and colors.

Other materials, such as concrete, copper, carved stone, and wood, can be used to create more stylized bathrooms. Enameled cast iron is extremely durable but available in limited shapes and colors, which is why it is used less often than other options. Volcanic rock is a relatively new material, but one that comes in a range of bold and subtle colors and appearances and is amazingly durable. Before you select a sink made of an unusual material, consider the shipping time, installation procedures, maintenance, and cost.
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Self-rimming sinks (also called drop-ins) fit into a cutout in a countertop and usually are secured with mounting clips from below.
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Undermount sinks have a very contemporary appearance and offer some clean-up advantages, but they can only be installed in countertops that have a contiguous waterproof composition (such as solid surface or poured concrete).
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These artistic sinks are crafted from volcanic rock, as is the counter they rest on. The material offers a unique and incredibly durable surface.







Toilets + Bidets

The toilet is the essential centerpiece fixture in a bathroom—the room is not really a bathroom without one. Although the bidet as a personal hygiene fixture and bathroom standard has not become commonplace in America, toilets with integral bidet functions are gaining popularity.

The biggest advances have occurred in toilet design. Not only are there more designs than ever before, but there is also a lot of variation in actual types of new toilets—not to mention that there are even new cleaning technologies that can change your life for the better. Chief among these is the self-cleaning toilet, a unit that keeps the bowl clean with the help of a special cartridge full of cleaning fluid. Periodically change the cartridge, and you may never have to scrub a toilet bowl again.

Beyond the technology, you’ll need to decide on a form for any new toilet you buy. That can be a complicated decision. The standard two-piece tank toilet now shares the market with unibody models and streamlined, tankless, wall-mounted versions. All are high-efficiency fixtures, as mandated by law, so the choice is usually just a preference of design style and weighing the pros and cons of each type. A wall-mounted model saves floor space and gives you the option of seating heights, but it requires more fabrication work than replacing a standard toilet with another standard model. Other toilet variations may completely conceal plumbing pipes for a more elegant appearance.

Of course, the real choice for most homeowners is in the look of the toilet or bidet. Thankfully, you won’t hurt for options, and all are fairly easy to install. To make things even easier, you can select a toilet as part of a bathroom suite, comprising a matching bathtub, toilet, and sink.
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Today’s toilets are wonderful style statements all on their own but ultimately should complement the tub if there is one and the sink if possible. Integrating the toilet in this way makes for a unified design; the comfort is already built right into modern toilets.






Toilet Types
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Two-piece toilets have a separate tank and bowl, and they account for the vast majority of toilets in homes today. Their main advantage is low cost.
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Wall-mounted toilets are space-saving options that are easy to clean around, but require an in-wall tank.
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Flushing mechanisms are changing rapidly to keep pace with the demand for greater water economy. One common technology is the dual-flush design, which has a light flush option for liquid waste only that can save 20% on water usage over standard 1.6-gallon models.
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The most recent technological development in toilets, the bidet toilet includes a hygienic bidet function incorporated into the seat. With an integral water heater, this combines both convenience and comfort.







Cabinets + Vanities

Storage will always be at a premium in most bathrooms. A major reason for remodeling bathrooms is to add storage that better serves the people who use the room. Storage options can be broken down into two basic categories: cabinets and shelves. However, within these categories, you’ll find a head-spinning number of variations and options. For instance, both cabinets and shelves are offered as freestanding units, attached and affixed models, and custom storage units that you build into the bathroom remodel.

Wall cabinets are often shallow, but they are incredibly useful concealed storage in the bathroom because they can be put just about anywhere in the room—including over the door. Cabinets come in many different configurations designed specifically for the confines of the bathroom, from shallow, tall, and thin wall-mounted units to deeper freestanding cabinets meant to accent vanity storage.

Vanity cabinets are incredibly adaptable. You can use the traditional enclosed vanity for a maximum of interior storage space or pick up a legged variety with a lower shelf that supplements the hidden cabinet storage. Vanity cabinets range from the miniscule to the mammoth, and they come in every design style you can imagine for your bathroom.
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This stylish wall-mount vanity is an excellent choice for the space, offering a top surface that can accommodate his-and-her sinks, not to mention abundant storage. It also leaves space underneath that makes keeping the floor clean easier.





Medicine chests are classic cabinets used in all manner of bathrooms. Although usually shallow, the storage is quick access and provides a place to keep certain items, such as medicines, out of the reach of children. Where medicine chests were once outfitted just with glass or plastic shelves, today you can buy a model that includes a power strip for charging battery-operated personal care devices and specialized storage for grooming equipment. In any case, the chests can be surface mounted or recessed into the wall for a sleeker look. Many upscale versions also include integral lighting.

Stand-alone cabinets, often called “linen cabinets,” are usually tall and narrow. The shape takes advantage of the available vertical space in most bathrooms. These are handy not only for towel storage but also for supplies such as toilet-paper rolls, extra boxes of tissue, and more.
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Tall, thin cabinets are often excellent choices for additional storage in a bathroom. The shape takes up a modest amount of space and provides abundant storage. Combining open shelving with enclosed cabinetry in a unit such as this ensures that just about anything you might need to store in the room has a proper place to go.
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Vanities with legs lend an open and airy feeling to the bathroom and provide an option for useful shelving underneath.
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