
[image: Black & Decker The Book of Home How To Complete Photo Guide to Outdoor Building]



[image: Image]

THE BOOK OF
HOME
HOW-TO
COMPLETE PHOTO GUIDE TO
OUTDOOR BUILDING

Decks • Sheds • Garden Structures • Pathways

The Editors of Cool Springs Press

[image: Image]





CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION




Walkways, Patios & Decks

Loose-Rock Landscape Path

Stepping Stone Landscape Path

Sand-set Paver Patio

Permeable Subbase

Spaced Masonry Pavers

Composite Permeable Pavers

Boardwalk Deck on a Slab

Floating Deck




Walls & Fences

Wood-Panel Fence

Vinyl-Panel Fence

Picket Fence

Stone Retaining Wall

Freestanding Landscape Block Wall




Play & Entertainment Projects

Backyard Fire Pit and Rotisserie

Pizza Oven

Playground Kit

Swingset




Sheds & Structures

Garbage and Recycling Shed

Callbox Shed

Four-Post Patio Pergola

Freestanding Arbor

Firewood Shelter




METRIC CONVERSIONS

RESOURCES

INDEX







INTRODUCTION



Building projects for your yard and garden is fun. You get to work outdoors. The materials are relatively easy to manage and the tolerances are a bit more forgiving than they are for indoor projects. And perhaps best of all, you get to see and enjoy the results quickly.

Outdoor building can be done with a wide array of materials, including exterior-rated wood, stone and masonry products, prefabricated panels such as fence panels and lattice, and even composite wood and plastic-based wood substitutes. Fasteners depend upon the type of material you are building with of course, but you will find many options for exterior- rated screws, nails, and wood hangers, as well as mortar for stonework. A basic tool kit that includes a circular saw, jigsaw, power miter saw and a drill-driver will get most carpentry jobs done. If you are building with stone or concrete, you can rent specialty tools for the job, including concrete mixers, plate compactors, wet saws for cutting pavers, and even earth-moving equipment like skid-loaders for very ambitious tasks.

Finished projects made from wood can be painted, stained, clear-coated, or simply left unfinished to weather to pleasing gray tones is you are using naturally weather-resistant woods such as cedar, mahogany, and cypress. Concrete and stonework are usually left unfinished but in some cases, it makes sense to seal them to preserve their brand new look and make them easier to clean.

The projects featured in BLACK+DECKER The Book of Home How-To Complete Photo Guide to Outdoor Building represent a complete cross section of the types of projects we know to be the most popular for home DIYers. They include ground-level surfaces for entertaining and walking around; vertical elements like fences and walls; projects for entertaining and fun; and a few structures that employ techniques for sheds and outbuildings. They range from relatively easy to somewhat challenging. All are intended to be scalable, so you can adjust the dimensions to fit perfectly into your yard or garden.

Whichever materials you are interested in using and whatever forms you want them to take, we believe you will find your first forays into outdoor building to be satisfying and great way to build your own DIY skills. You will experience the pleasure of enjoying your new outdoor feature, and it will be even more enjoyable because you built it yourself.
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WALKWAYS, PATIOS & DECKS



If you are taking a big-picture view of your yard and looking for a logical order to your projects, you probably will want to start with the flat living surfaces. These include patios, decks, walkways and, in some cases, steps. They are the infrastructure of your backyard, and you should prioritize them when it comes to assigning space.

With the exception of wood decks, it is difficult to avoid stone and concrete when you are creating a patio or a walkway. That’s okay: these materials are relatively easy to work with and they can last for generations. They do require some physical effort, so be sure to factor that into your planning. A natural flagstone patio is a thing of beauty, but he individual flags can weigh 100 pounds or more so be sure to have some help lined up, be it other people or mechanical assistance such as a come-along.

Most of the stone-based projects you will find in this chapter involve a two-layer subbase. The first layer is usually compacted gravel that stabilizes the patio or walkway. This layer is normally made with compactible gravel that includes fines to bind the compacted, angular rock together into a solid surface. However, many homeowners these days are selecting to install a permeable subbase that allows water to drain through, instead of running off the surface and into the street or gutter. The only real difference between permeable and nonpermeable subbases is that a permeable base does not include the fines that knit everything together. The result is slightly less stable than a base made with traditional Class V–type gravel, but it is a distinctly greener approach that you will appreciate, especially if you live in an area with water scarcity.

Wood deckbuilding is a very popular DIY pursuit, and you will find many newer products that greatly simplify the joinery required. In this chapter we have featured only freestanding deck projects that can be installed anywhere in your yard. Decks that are attached to your home are not that much more difficult to create, but they are subject to many more building codes. And because they are attached to your house, they may not make the best option for your first outdoor building project. If you are interested in building an attached wood deck, we suggest you obtain a how-to book that is dedicated to these projects, such as BLACK+DECKER The Complete Guide to Decks.

NOTE: Before beginning any excavation, call 811 to make arrangements for having your utility lines flagged. This a free service and a very important step in making certain you do not accidentally cut into gas, water, or other utility lines.
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LOOSE ROCK LANDSCAPE PATH



Loose-fill rock pathways are perfect for casual yards and other situations where a hard surface is not required. The material is inexpensive, easy to install, and its fluidity accommodates curves and irregular edging. For visual appeal, loose-rock paths may be matched to larger stones in the environment, tying them in to your landscaping.

For a more stable path, choose angular or jagged gravel instead of round rock. It knits together as it compresses, which makes it more level and firm. However, if your preference is to stroll through your landscape barefoot, your feet will be better served with smoother stones, such as river rock or pond pebbles with a diameter of 3/4" or less. If it complements your landscaping, use light-colored gravel, such as buff limestone. Visually, it is much easier to follow a light-colored pathway at night.

Stable edging helps keep the pathway gravel from migrating into the surrounding mulch and soil. When integrated with landscape fabric, the edging also keeps invasive plants from rooting in the pathway. Do not install gravel paths near plants and trees that produce messy fruits, seeds, or other debris that will be difficult to remove from the gravel. Organic matter left on gravel paths will eventually rot into compost that will support weed growth. A base of compactable gravel under the surface material keeps the pathway firm underfoot.
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Loose materials can be used as filler between solid surface materials, like flagstone, or laid as the primary ground cover, as seen here.
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TOOLS & MATERIALS

Mason’s string

Hose or rope

Marking paint

Excavation tools

Garden rake

Rubber mallet

Plate compactor (optional)

Sod cutter (optional)

Wood stakes

Lumber (1 × 2, 2 × 4)

Straight 2 × 4

Edging

Galvanized spikes

Professional-grade landscape fabric

Compactable gravel

Dressed gravel

Eye and ear protection

Work gloves

Circular saw

Maul



MAKE A SPACER GAUGE

To ensure that the edges of the pathway are parallel, create a spacer guide to install the edging. Use a piece of 2 × 4 that’s a bit longer than the path width. At one end, cut a notch that will fit snugly over the edging. Cut another notch so the distance from the first notch to the other notch is the planned width of the pathway.
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How to Make a Loose-Rock Landscape Path
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Lay out one edge of the path excavation. Use a section of hose or rope to create curves, and use stakes and string to indicate straight sections. Cut 1 × 2 spacers to set the path width and establish the second pathway edge; use another hose and/or more stakes and string to lay out the other edge. Mark both edges with marking paint.
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Remove sod in the walkway area using a sod stripper or a power sod cutter. Excavate the soil to a depth of 4 to 6". Measure down from a 2 × 4 placed across the path bed to fine-tune the excavation. Grade the bottom of the excavation flat using a garden rake. Note: If mulch will be used outside the path, make the excavation shallower by the depth of the mulch. Compact the soil with a plate compactor or tamper.
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Lay landscaping fabric from edge to edge, lapping over the undisturbed ground on either side of the path. On straight sections, you may be able to run parallel to the path with a single strip; on curved paths, it’s easier to lay the fabric perpendicular to the path. Overlap all seams by 6".
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Install edging over the fabric. The top edge should be 1/2" above grade if the path passes through grass or 2" above grade if it passes through a mulched area. Secure the edging with spikes. To install the second edge, use a 2 × 4 spacer gauge that’s been notched to fit over your edging.
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Stone or vertical-brick edges may be set in deeper trenches at the sides of the path. Place these on top of the fabric also. You do not have to use additional edging with paver edging, but metal (or other) edging will keep the pavers from wandering.
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Trim excess fabric, then backfill behind the edging with dirt and tamp it down with the end of a 2 × 4. This secures the edging and helps it to maintain its shape.
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Add a 2- to 4"-thick layer of compactable gravel over the entire pathway. Rake the gravel flat. Then, spread a thin layer of your surface material over the base gravel.
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Tamp the base and surface gravel together using a plate compactor. Be careful not to disturb or damage the edging with the compactor.
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Fill in the pathway with the remaining surface gravel. Drag a 2 × 4 across the tops of the edging using a sawing motion, to level the gravel flush with the edging.
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Set the edging brick flush with the gravel using a mallet and 2 × 4.
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Tamp the surface again using the plate compactor or a hand tamper. Compact the gravel so it is slightly below the top of the edging. This will help keep the gravel from migrating out of the path. Rinse off the pathway with a hose to wash off dirt and dust and bring out the true colors of the materials.
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STEPPING STONE LANDSCAPE PATH



A stepping stone path is both a practical and appealing way to traverse a landscape. With large stones as foot landings, you are free to use pretty much any type of fill material in between.

Stepping stones in a path serve two purposes: they lead the eye, and they carry the traveler. In both cases, the goal is rarely fast, direct transport, but more of a relaxing stroll that’s comfortable, slow paced, and above all, natural.

Sometimes steppers are placed more for visual effect, with the knowledge that their primary goal is to be artful clusters of stones. Clustering is also an effective way to slow or congregate walkers near a fork in the path or at a good vantage point for a striking feature of the garden.

In the project featured here, landscape edging is used to contain the loose infill material (small aggregate); however a stepping stone path can also be effective without edging. For example, setting a series of steppers directly into your lawn and letting the lawn grass grow between them is a great choice as well.
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Stepping stones blend beautifully into many types of landscaping, including rock gardens, ponds, flower or vegetable gardens, or manicured grass lawns.




TOOLS & MATERIALS

Mason’s string

Hose or rope

Marking paint

Sod stripper

Excavation tools

Hand tamper

Wood stakes

Lumber 1 × 2

Straight 2 × 4

Edging

Landscape fabric

Thick steppers or broad river rocks with one flat face

Coarse sand (optional)

1/2" to 1/2" pond pebbles (optional)

21/2"-dia. river rock (optional)

Eye and ear protection

Work gloves

Level

Rake



CHOOSING STEPPERS

Select beefy stones (minimum 21/2" to 31/2" thick) with at least one flat side for use as stepping stones. Thinner stepping stones tend to sink into the pebble infill. Stones that are described as stepping stones usually have two flat faces. For the desired visual effect on this project, we chose steppers and 12"- to 24"- wide fieldstones with one broad, flat face.
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CUTTING STEPPING STONES

You can make a stepping stone path without ever having to cut a stone, but if your design ideas are more directed toward straight edges than random, you can use a 2" or larger cold chisel and a mallet to strike off irregularities in your stones. You’ll get a cleaner break if you score first with a masonry blade in your circular saw.
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How to Make a Stepping Stone Landscape Path
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Excavate and prepare a bed that’s at least 4" deep. Use coarse building sand or paver base instead of compactable gravel for the base layer. Screed the sand flat (see here, step 6) so it’s 2" below the top of the edging (depending on the thickness of your steppers—you want the stone surface to be 1/2" or so higher than the surrounding lawn surface). Do not tamp the sand.
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Moisten the sand bed, then position the stepping stones in the sand, spacing them for comfortable walking and the desired appearance. As you work, place a 2 × 4 across three or more adjacent stones to make sure they are level with one another. Add or remove sand beneath the steppers, as needed, to stabilize and level the stones. Fill out your pathway, cutting irregularities off of your steppers as you see fit.
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Pour in a layer of larger infill stones (2 1/2"-dia. river rock is seen here). Smooth the stones with a garden rake. The infill should be below the tops of the stepping stones. Reserve about 1/3 of the larger diameter rocks.
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Add the smaller infill stones that will migrate down and fill in around the larger infill rocks. To help settle the rocks, you can tamp lightly with a hand tamper, but don’t get too aggressive—the larger rocks might fracture. Scatter the remaining large infill stones across the infill area (inset photo) so they float on top of the other stones.




SAND-SET PAVER PATIO



Brick or concrete pavers set in sand make for one of the simplest yet most rewarding and most forgiving patio projects. The installation process is straightforward and, because there’s no mortar involved, you can complete the work at your own pace. Plus, as the freeze-thaw cycle and other forces inevitably cause some shifting, it is simple to maintain the patio simply by adding or removing sand from beneath the individual pavers.

Square-edged patios require fewer cuts and thus less time than curved designs.
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