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THE BREAKDOWN OF CIVIL LAW

The prisoners and internees that were incarcerated on Spike Island during 1921 were almost exclusively from the six counties of Munster: Cork, Clare, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford. The remainder were from counties Wexford and Kilkenny. These were the counties that were placed under Martial Law by the British government at the end of 1920 and early 1921 because they were the most violent counties in Ireland at the time.

The urgent requirement by the British authorities and specifically the British Army for the opening of a prison on Spike Island was due to the high number of attacks on the RIC and the British Army by the IRA, resulting in a large increase in the numbers of Republicans captured and imprisoned for participating in these attacks and for their support for independence. Prior to and during the War of Independence, the British government in London carried out the administration of Ireland through their representatives and civil servants in Dublin Castle and throughout the country. The path that led to the breakdown of the British civil administration and the introduction of Martial Law, or Military Law, began shortly after the 1916 Rising.

In the aftermath of the 1916 Rising, the surviving senior Irish Volunteer officers studied the principal actions and strategies of that momentous week and analysed their mistakes. They concluded that when the next attempt at independence by force of arms would begin there would be major changes in their strategy and tactics.

It was decided that never again would they take on the might of the Crown Forces using conventional warfare.1 The next war would be one of guerrilla warfare, hit and run. No more taking over buildings and waiting to be attacked and overwhelmed by Crown Forces.

It was recognised that the priority for the Irish Volunteers, better known as the Irish Republican Army (IRA), must be to neutralise the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), a force that was seen as the eyes and ears of Dublin Castle in every part of Ireland. Throughout Ireland, with the exception of Dublin City, law and order was the responsibility of the RIC. Dublin was under the responsibility of the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP). The British Army was used in a support role for the police. Prior to 1920, the RIC was one of the most efficient police forces in the world. During the War of Independence, the members of the RIC were the most dangerous adversaries of the IRA because of their local knowledge and their ability to identify members of the organisation. To have any chance of succeeding in their goal of achieving independence, the IRA had to neutralise the RIC’s ability to operate as an efficient force.

Initially, the effectiveness of the RIC was due to the vast numbers of RIC barracks that were located throughout the country. Almost every village had a permanent RIC presence. What had been their strength prior to 1920 was now their weakness. There were simply too many barracks to reinforce and defend against IRA attack. Throughout Ireland, approximately 60 per cent of the RIC barracks were evacuated and in effect, abandoned.

Beginning in 1919, the Irish Republican Army (IRA) certainly focussed on their priority of neutralising the RIC. The first two members of the RIC killed by the IRA were killed at Soloheadbeg, near Tipperary Town, on 21 January 1919. This was the same day that the members of the First Dáil held their inaugural meeting in the Mansion House in Dublin. Fifteen members of the RIC were killed by the IRA during 1919.2 During 1920, the IRA killed 176 members of the police, including regular RIC, Black and Tans and Auxiliary Police.3 During 1921, the IRA killed a total of 235 police officers, with the worst single month of the War of Independence for police casualties being May 1921, when fifty-six policemen were killed.4

 The highest percentage of attacks on the RIC and on the British Army occurred in Munster; this was also the area of operations of the 6th Division of the British Army and the first part of Ireland to come under Martial Law. Its area of operations covered one-third of the island of Ireland. A staggering 60 per cent of the deaths of combatants, IRA and Crown Forces, during the War of Independence occurred within that area. Between 1919 and 1921, Cork was the most violent county in Ireland, followed in order by Tipperary, Clare, Kerry and Limerick.5 An affidavit sworn by Gen. Sir Nevil Macready, the Commander-in-Chief of the British Forces in Ireland, highlighted the Crown Forces casualties in the Martial Law area. In it he stated that between 1 June 1920 and 10 February 1921, six military officers, twenty-four soldiers and sixty-two members of the police had been murdered. In a later affidavit he updated the figures to include fatalities among Crown Forces up to 10 April 1921. They had increased to fourteen military officers, fifty-four soldiers and 101 police.6 Civil law had indeed collapsed and the police became almost totally reliant on the close support of the British Army. From 1 January to the Truce on 11 July 1921, 119 members of the RIC were killed in the Martial Law area and two more were killed after the Treaty was signed, one in Co. Kerry, the other in Co. Limerick.

The IRA campaign against the RIC was so successful that by the beginning of 1920, the strength of the force fell dramatically and recruitment fell to a trickle. The British government’s reaction was to recruit former British soldiers as temporary constables for the RIC. All of the former soldiers had extensive service during the First World War. After completing the briefest of RIC recruit training, they were transferred to RIC barracks all over Ireland in small numbers and placed under the command of the local RIC sergeant. Because of the numbers involved, there were insufficient stocks of RIC uniforms available for them. The shortage of RIC uniforms was made up by issuing British Army uniforms. This resulted in the new RIC recruits appearing in the streets from around March 1920 wearing a mix of police dark green and army khaki. They quickly received the nickname the ‘Black and Tans’. By the middle of 1920, sufficient RIC uniform material was produced and the original Black and Tan uniforms disappeared. However, far worse persecution of the Irish by elements of the Crown Forces was to follow.

The next force recruited by the British government to reinforce the police was the Auxiliary Division RIC (ADRIC) and was also referred to as the ‘Black and Tans’, or more accurately as the Auxiliaries or ‘Auxies’. This force was made up of former commissioned officers with wartime service from all three British armed forces: Royal Navy, Army and the Royal Air Force. The role of the Auxiliaries was to terrorise the country and to bring the war to the IRA. Beginning in August 1920, the Auxiliaries were deployed throughout Ireland in Company strength of approximately 120 men.7 They had their own transport and roamed the country freely, where they created fear among the population and caused widespread destruction. One location that the Auxiliaries were based in was Woodstock House, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny, a place that several of the Kilkenny internees and prisoners were taken to on their journey to imprisonment on Spike Island. Other locations in Cork were Moore’s Hotel and Victoria Barracks, the former workhouse in Dunmanway, Macroom Castle and the Lakeside Hotel in Killaloe, Co. Clare.8

 Meanwhile, the IRA attacks and ambushes against the RIC continued. One of the first major ambushes, in what would later become the Martial Law area, took place at Rineen, between Ennistymon and Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare, on 22 September 1920. In a well-planned and executed ambush against a mobile patrol, the local IRA killed six members of the force, including one Black and Tan.9

 Because of the fear generated by the activities of the Auxiliaries and their impression of invincibility, the IRA had to do battle with them. The opportunity to do so was taken on 28 November 1921, when a two-vehicle mobile patrol of Auxiliary Police from Macroom Castle was ambushed by an IRA Flying Column at Kilmichael, in west Cork. Seventeen of the eighteen members of the patrol were killed as a result of the ambush. One of the Auxiliaries, Cadet Guthrie, the driver of the second Crossley Tender, escaped from the ambush location and made the mistake of going into a public house in uniform, looking for directions to get back to Macroom Castle. He was duly abducted by two IRA men and shot dead with his own revolver. Kilmichael was the greatest loss of life suffered by the RIC during the War of Independence.10

 The next major incident was in Cork City on the night of 10/11 December 1920. The evening of the 10th began with an attack on a mobile patrol of Auxiliaries at Dillon’s Cross, near Victoria Barracks. A grenade was thrown into one of the Crossley Tenders and some of the Auxiliaries were seriously wounded, one dying later from his wounds. Reinforcements arrived quickly from Victoria Barracks and they used bloodhounds to follow a trail that led to the Delaney home, on Dublin Hill, on the outskirts of the city. Two of the Delaney brothers were found inside and dragged out. The two brothers, Jeremiah and Con, both Volunteers, were killed out of hand by the Crown Forces. That was only the beginning of a terrible night.11

 Later, Auxiliary Police from ‘K’ Company set out to have their revenge on the people of Cork City. Bringing petrol and explosives with them from Victoria Barracks, the Auxiliaries set fire to the centre of the city. By morning, the city centre and the City Hall were smouldering ruins. After their night of burning and destruction in Cork, members of ‘K’ Company that were involved wore burned ‘cork bottle tops’ behind the cap badges of their Balmoral headdress. As a consequence of their night of destruction, the entire ‘K’ Company of Auxiliaries was transferred from the city to the old workhouse in Dunmanway. A few days later, Cadet Harte of ‘K’ Company murdered the elderly Canon Magner and a civilian, Tadhg Crowley, outside Dunmanway, Co. Cork.12

 Such was the level of violence at the end of 1920 in the 6th Division area, and in particular as a result of the Kilmichael ambush, the British authorities declared Martial Law on 10 December 1920. The Lord Lieutenant proclaimed the following areas to be under and subject to Martial Law: ‘The County of Cork, (East Riding), the County of Cork (West Riding), the County of the City of Cork, the County of Tipperary (North Riding), the County of Tipperary (South Riding), the County of Kerry, the County of Limerick and the County of the City of Limerick’.13

 It was also decreed that within the Martial Law area:


Any unauthorised person found in possession of arms, ammunition or explosives would, on conviction by a Military Court, suffer death.

Any person taking part in or aiding and abetting those taking part in insurrection would be considered guilty of waging war against the King and would, on conviction by a Military Court, be liable to suffer death.



This decree was used to the full on several occasions. There were fourteen Republican prisoners executed by military firing squads in the Martial Law area during 1921.14 Thirteen were executed in Cork Military Detention Barracks and one in New Barracks, Limerick. The introduction of Martial Law by the British authorities was a reluctant acceptance that civil law had collapsed and now the British military were governing the area.

The British government also introduced official reprisals, to be carried out by the Crown Forces as a consequence of attacks by the IRA. The first were carried out in Midleton, Co. Cork, on New Year’s Day 1921. The reprisals followed an IRA ambush on a joint RIC–Black and Tan foot patrol in the Main Street on 29 December 1920.15 In the course of the ambush, an RIC constable and two Black and Tans were killed. As a result, seven houses were officially burned down in Midleton.

On 4 January 1921, Gen. Macready issued Proclamation No. 2, which extended Martial Law to Co. Clare, Co. Waterford, City of Waterford, Co. Wexford and Co. Kilkenny. This came into force one week later, on 11 January 1921.16

 The Crown Forces, combined RIC and British Army, were having some successes in their war against the IRA, and several hundred members of the organisation and their support network were arrested. In order to hasten the detention of those suspected of Republican activities, the British authorities re-introduced internment throughout Ireland in August 1920 and not confined to the Martial Law area.17 In the early months of 1921, the vast majority of Republicans held in custody were internees. On 17 January 1921, throughout Ireland, there were 1,478 internees in custody and that number had reached 4,454 by 11 July 1921, the day the Truce came into effect.18 Internees continued to be held in custody until after the Treaty was signed in December 1921. The convicted Republican prisoners were released immediately after the Treaty was ratified by the three governments in London, Belfast and Dublin in January 1922.

The Truce, resulting in a temporary cessation of hostilities in the War of Independence, came into effect at noon, on Monday, 11 July 1921. It was the first major step in an attempt to bring the two warring sides to the negotiating table and reach an agreement to end the war.

At the time, the IRA was very much in need of the truce. The year 1921 had been a difficult time for the IRA, in particular in the Martial Law area. Approximately 2,000 of their men were imprisoned or interned, a significant percentage of their fighting force. Also, within the Martial Law area, the IRA had suffered a number of reversals during the early months of 1921. The temporary cessation of hostilities gave both sides breathing space after the intensity of the war. It was now time for the negotiations to begin in an attempt to find a permanent peaceful solution after centuries of conflict.



_______________
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THE IRA IN THE MARTIAL LAW AREA

Martial Law was declared in the eight previously mentioned counties because of the ferocity and frequency of the armed attacks on the Crown Forces by members of the IRA, and in particular, by the flying columns during the last months of 1920. The largest formation of the IRA at regional level for most of the War of Independence was the brigade. The IRA brigades in the Martial Law area were as follows:1


Mid Clare Brigade and West Clare Brigade.

North Kerry No. 1 Brigade, Mid Kerry No. 2 Brigade, South Kerry No. 3 Brigade.

East Limerick Brigade, Mid Limerick Brigade and West Limerick Brigade.

No. 1 (North Tipperary) Brigade, No. 2 (Mid Tipperary) Brigade and No. 3 (South Tipperary) Brigade.

First (East, Mid, South and City) Cork Brigade, Second (North) Cork Brigade and Third (West) Cork Brigade. In July 1921, the Second Cork Brigade was divided in half. After that, the Second Brigade covered the north-east of the county and the newly formed Fourth Cork Brigade covered the north-west of the county.

West Waterford Brigade and East Waterford Brigade.

Kilkenny Brigade.

Wexford Brigade.



All of the brigades were subdivided into battalions and some of the larger brigades had as many as ten battalions, numbered one to ten. In practice, battalion areas were made up of a number of the larger towns and these individual towns and villages within the battalion areas were designated as companies. Again, some of the larger battalions had as many as eighteen companies and these were designated by letters, ‘A’ Company, ‘B’ Company, etc. To give an example, Midleton, Co. Cork, was designated ‘B’ Company, Fourth Battalion, First Cork Brigade.

All of the individual IRA brigades throughout the country were directly under the command of IRA General Headquarters (GHQ) in Dublin. The Crown Forces in Dublin were constantly raiding houses in search of GHQ officers. This meant that an efficient chain of command and effective lines of communications between GHQ and the brigades were virtually impossible. During March 1921, IRA GHQ took steps to address these difficulties. In the Martial Law area, Gen. Liam Lynch was appointed Officer Commanding, the First Southern Division of the IRA. The West Limerick, Kerry, Cork and Waterford Brigades were placed under his command and control.2 Gen. Lynch was now the local commander of the brigades and their link in the chain of command to GHQ in Dublin. Comdt Gen. Ernie O’Malley was appointed Officer Commanding, the Second Southern Division, which included South and Mid Tipperary Brigades, East and Mid Limerick Brigades and the Kilkenny Brigade.3 This resulted in a more efficient IRA force and enabled local brigade commanders to receive quicker permission or refusal for their proposed operations against the Crown Forces. The creation of the IRA divisions resulted in much larger flying columns being armed, equipped and prepared for military engagements.

As previously mentioned, the Kilmichael ambush was the specific incident that drove the British authorities to declare Martial Law. This ambush was carried out by the brigade flying column of the 3rd West Cork Brigade under the command of Tom Barry. Barry received his military training in the British Army during the First World War.

The other IRA brigades were also very active. The following are some of the engagements and incidents between the IRA and Crown Forces in the Martial Law area during 1921 until the Truce on 11 July. Not all engagements had successful outcomes for the IRA. The prisoners incarcerated on Spike Island would have been involved in quite a number of these attacks and ambushes.

On 20 January 1921, RIC DI Tobias O’Sullivan was walking from the RIC barracks in Listowel, Co. Kerry, to his home, with his 7-year-old son when he was shot dead by an IRA squad. He was frequently reported as having been killed to prevent him identifying prisoners on Spike Island. This is incorrect, as Spike Island was opened as a prison and internment camp on 19 February 1921, almost a month after he was killed. The specific prisoner that the British Army and RIC wanted DI O’Sullivan to identify was Tom Malone, alias Sean Forde. At the time, Malone was a prisoner in either Cork Male Gaol or on Bere Island. On 15 April he was moved from Bere Island to Spike, from where he escaped on 29 April.

At about 4 p.m., on 20 January, an RIC mobile patrol was ambushed at Glenwood, near Sixmilebridge, Co. Clare. The patrol commander was DI Clarke, who had been an Auxiliary before being commissioned into the RIC. An RIC sergeant, two constables and two Black and Tans were killed in that ambush.4

On 24 January 1921, the flying column of the Second Tipperary Brigade, under the command of Jerry Ryan, ambushed a combined British Army and RIC mobile patrol at Poynstown, between Killenaule and Gortnahoe. Two British soldiers were killed. Two days later, the column commander Jerry Ryan was arrested. He was subsequently convicted and imprisoned on Spike Island.5

On the morning of 28 January 1921, the members of the Flying Column of the 6th Battalion, First Cork Brigade, set up an ambush for Crown Forces near Dripsey Bridge. Unfortunately, the location of the ambush was revealed in conversation to a local Loyalist lady, Mrs Lindsey. In an unusual move, she sent a message to the IRA officers in charge of the ambush that she was reporting the ambush to the troops in Ballincollig Barracks. The IRA officers refused to believe the message. By chance, the IRA sentry who was guarding the avenue of approach used by British soldiers advancing on the ambush position had left his post to go to a local house for food. Those in the ambush position were taken by surprise, and in their withdrawal under fire from the advancing soldiers, two IRA men were killed and ten captured by the military. Five of the prisoners were subsequently executed. Denis Murphy, one of the prisoners, was sentenced to death but this was commuted. He was transferred to Spike as a prisoner.6

On the afternoon of 3 February 1921, a combined force of IRA from the Mid Limerick and East Limerick Brigade flying columns ambushed a two-vehicle mobile patrol of RIC at Dromkeen, near Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. Eleven policemen were killed, this included three RIC constables and eight Black and Tans.7

On the morning of 8 February 1921, soldiers from Victoria Barracks surrounded Rahanisky House, on the northern side of Cork City. When the soldiers searched the house, they found a considerable quantity of small arms and they captured thirteen men and one woman, the owner of the house. She was the source of the information to Victoria Barracks. Eleven of the male prisoners were convicted and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. All were transferred as prisoners to Spike.

On 15 February, the British Army received information as to the location of an IRA ambush on the main Cork to Mallow road, at Mourne Abbey. British troops from Ballincollig and Buttevant, assisted by the RIC from Mallow, attempted to surround the IRA’s ambush position. In the engagement, four IRA men were killed and the two men captured were subsequently executed together on 28 April 1921 in Cork Military Detention Barracks.

On the afternoon of Sunday, 20 February, at Clonmult, near Midleton, Co. Cork, almost the entire East Cork flying column was wiped out, having been surprised by a British Army patrol, later reinforced by Auxiliary Police. Only one IRA man escaped. Twelve IRA men were killed, seven after they had surrendered. Two of the eight men captured were executed on the same day as the two men captured at Mourne Abbey. Clonmult was the worst defeat ever suffered by the IRA. Five of the men captured at Clonmult – Garde, Harty, O’Leary, Terry and Walsh – were transferred to Spike as prisoners.8

On 21 February, the IRA in Kilkenny City ambushed British soldiers in Friary Street. The soldiers were transporting rations between the military barracks and Kilkenny Gaol. A terrified woman screamed when she saw the soldiers being attacked. This alerted other soldiers, who immediately opened fire. Two of the attacking IRA men were killed and a corporation worker was accidentally killed by the soldiers.9

On 5 March, in a very successful operation, a combined force of IRA drawn from the Second Cork Brigade and the Second Kerry Brigade ambushed a British Army mobile patrol at Clonbanin Cross, on the Mallow to Killarney road. The commanding officer of the British Army’s Kerry Brigade, Col Comdt Cumming, Lt Maligny and two soldiers were killed. There were no IRA men killed.10 Col Comdt Cumming was the most senior British Army officer killed during the War of Independence.

On 19 March, a joint RIC and British Army mobile patrol was ambushed near Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, an RIC sergeant and a Black and Tan were killed.

Also on that day, a major battle took place at Crossbarry, West Cork, when superior forces of the British Army attempted to surround the flying column of the Third (West) Cork Brigade in a pincer movement. One of the British Army units failed to close the encirclement and this gap was exploited by the column and enabled the IRA men to withdraw and escape. The Third Brigade commander, Charlie Hurley, was killed early that morning by troops involved in the sweep. Crown Forces stated that seven soldiers and an RIC constable were killed at Crossbarry.

On 27 April 1921, the flying column of the Third Tipperary Brigade ambushed a British Army mobile patrol near Clogheen and two soldiers were killed. A car being driven by RIC, DI Potter drove into the ambush position. The DI was captured and taken away by the IRA men. The IRA informed the British authorities that DI Potter would released if Thomas Traynor, a prisoner under sentence of death in Mountjoy, would be reprieved. When Traynor was hanged, Potter was executed.11

On 4 May 1921, eight members of the RIC were killed near Rathmore, Co. Kerry, in an IRA ambush carried out by a combined force drawn from the Second Kerry and Second Cork Brigades. An RIC sergeant, a regular RIC constable and six Black and Tans were killed. One RIC constable survived.

On 8 May, an RIC cycle patrol was ambushed at Inch, near Gorey, Co. Wexford. An RIC sergeant was seriously wounded and a Black and Tan killed.12

In the middle of May, troops from the Gloucestershire Regiment carried out a series of searches in north-west Cork. While searching Riordan’s farm at Knockavoureen, Kiskeam, on Monday, 16 May, they captured their primary target, the flying column commander Sean Moylan. He was found in possession of a loaded revolver and two Mills bombs (grenades). During a follow-up search of Riordan’s farm, the soldiers found one of the two Hotchkiss machine guns taken by the IRA in the raid on Mallow Military Barracks. This machine gun had been used effectively by the IRA during the Clonbanin ambush. Moylan and others captured that day became prisoners on Spike Island.

On the morning of 31 May, the IRA detonated a 6in artillery shell that had been primed by Capt. Paddy Whelan at Clonmult, beside the band of the Hampshire Regiment, in the outskirts of Youghal, Co. Cork.13 The band was leading a company of the regiment from the army barracks in Youghal to the shooting range on the western side of the town for Lewis Gun practice. Seven members of the band were killed or died of their injuries.

On 1 June, a combined RIC and Black and Tan bicycle patrol was ambushed near Castlemaine, Co. Kerry. An RIC district inspector, three RIC constables and a Black and Tan were killed.14

On 2 June, members of the North Tipperary flying column, reinforced by men from the Cloughjordan Company, ambushed an RIC bicycle patrol at Kallebeg Cross, Co. Tipperary. One Black and Tan and three RIC constables were killed.

On the morning of 2 June 1921, the flying column of the First Tipperary Brigade ambushed a twelve-man RIC cycle patrol at Modreeney (Kylebeg). A well-decorated Black and Tan was killed and three RIC constables died of their wounds the following day.15

Near Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny, on 18 June, a local informer had reported an IRA ambush position to the military. The IRA group in the ambush position were surprised by British soldiers. During the firefight, two IRA men were killed in action and two were wounded and captured. One of the prisoners later died of his wounds.

On 2 July, a ten-man RIC patrol was ambushed near Tallow, Co.Waterford, by IRA men using a machine gun. One RIC constable was killed.

On 10 July, a Black and Tan was speaking to a girl in O’Connell Street, Ennis, Co. Clare, when they were attacked. Both were seriously wounded and removed to hospital, where the Black and Tan died of his injuries. It is believed that the girl was his wife and that they had been married earlier that morning.

At around 8.30 p.m. on the night of 10 July, four British soldiers were captured in Cork City by a patrol of seven IRA men. They were searched and no arms were found on them. Their bodies were found the following day. They were the last British soldiers to be killed in Cork during the War of Independence.16

At 8.30 a.m. on 11 July, just hours before the Truce came into effect, an RIC constable from Tipperary was attacked and killed by four armed men in Townsend Street, Skibbereen, Co. Cork. He was the last member of the RIC and, indeed, the last member of the Crown Forces, to be killed before the Truce.17

At noon, on Monday, 11 July 1921, the Truce came into effect and the guns fell silent. The Truce was expected to be just a temporary cessation of hostilities. However, it held and a negotiated settlement was agreed that led to the British and Irish representatives signing the Anglo–Irish Treaty on 6 December 1921. One month later, the Treaty was ratified by the three governments in Dublin, London and in Northern Ireland. The War of Independence was over.



_______________

1 With the IRA in the Fight for Freedom, 1919 to the Truce, The Red Path to Glory, pp.13–25.

2 Jim Maher, The Flying Column, West Kilkenny, 1916–1922, p.191.

3 Dorothy Macardle, The Irish Republic, p.439.

4 Richard Abbot, Police Casualties in Ireland 1919–1922, pp.186–187.

5 Seán Hogan, The Black and Tans in North Tipperary, pp.317–319.

6 Dripsey Ambush Committee, Glory O, Glory O, Ye Bold Fenian Men.

7 Thomas Toomey, The War of Independence in Limerick, 1912–1921. Also, Limerick’s Fighting Story, 1916–21, pp. 107–110.

8 Tom O’Neill, The Battle of Clonmult.

9 Jim Maher, The Flying Column West Kilkenny, 1916–1922, pp.139–152.

10 Rebel Cork’s Fighting Story, Anvil edition, pp.147–155.

11 Richard Abbott, Police Casualties in Ireland 1919–1921, pp. 225–226.

12 Ibid., p.232.

13 Patrick Whelan, WS No. 1449, p.56.

14 Kerry’s Fighting Story, The Kerryman edition, pp.153–154.

15 Richard Abbot, Police Casualties in Ireland 1919–1921, pp.49 and 250. Also Seán Hogan, The Black and Tans in North Tipperary, pp.371–381.

16 Barry Keane, Cork’s Revolutionary Dead 1916–1923, pp.276–277.

17 Richard Abbot, Police Casualties in Ireland 1919–1922, p.266.
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THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE MARTIAL LAW AREA

Militarily, the entire Martial Law area was the area of operations of the British Army’s 6th Division. The Division was commanded by Lt Gen. Sir E.P. Strickland, with headquarters in Victoria Barracks, now Collins Barracks, Cork City. Geographically, it consisted of the six counties of Munster and counties Wexford and Kilkenny, in Leinster.

The 6th Division area was subdivided into Brigade areas, see Map 1. The 17th Infantry Brigade, with headquarters in Victoria Barracks, was responsible for Cork City and south, east and west Cork. The 16th Brigade, with headquarters in Fermoy Military Barracks, was responsible for north Cork and counties Tipperary, Waterford, Wexford and Kilkenny. The 18th Infantry Brigade had its headquarters in Limerick City and was responsible for counties Limerick, Clare and part of Tipperary. The British Army’s Kerry Brigade had its headquarters in Buttevant Military Barracks, Co. Cork, and was responsible for north-west Cork and all of Co. Kerry.1

[image: Illustration]

Map 1: Martial Law Area.



_______________

1 Charles Townshend, The British Campaign in Ireland 1912–1921, p.86.
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THE MILITARY TRIALS AND IMPRISONMENT OF CIVILIANS

In the Martial Law area, the military authorities had a number of options available to them for trying civilian prisoners for charges against the Restoration of Order in Ireland Act 1920. Because members of the IRA’s flying columns and Active Service Units (ASU) engaged in armed attacks against the Crown Forces were not wearing an identifiable uniform and meeting other criteria, they were not entitled to the protection of the Geneva Convention. Therefore, they were tried and referred to as civilians.

At the lower end of the scale was the Summary Court (S Court). This could impose up to six months’ imprisonment, with or without Hard Labour (HL), impose a fine up to £100, or recommend an accused for internment or refer the case for trial by Military Court.1 A District Court Martial (DCM) could not award any punishment higher than two years imprisonment, with or without Hard Labour (HL).2

A Field General Court Martial (FGCM) of civilians in the Martial Law area was cumbersome and slow. The Military Court was swifter and less cumbersome. The military High Command also believed, incorrectly as it later transpired, that the Military Court was not subject to interference by the High Court. Where charges were punishable by death, the FGCM was required to include a person with legal knowledge and experience, the Military Court was not. The FGCM could only pass a sentence available under common law; the Military Court could impose their own sentence. Where a FGCM imposed the death penalty, clemency was the preserve of the Lord Lieutenant. With the Military Court, the Army reserved the question of clemency to the Commander in Chief.3 Most of the IRA men executed in the Martial Law area during 1921 were convicted and sentenced to death following trials by Military Court and as a result of losing their appeals.

During June and July 1921, two men, Patrick Clifford and Michael O’Sullivan, who had been sentenced to death by Military Courts and who had lost their first appeals to have their death sentences overturned, took their appeals to the House of Lords in London. One of their grounds for appeal was the illegality of the Military Courts. The Master of the Rolls found in favour of the men and ruled the Military Courts were indeed illegal and that the men should have been tried by Field General Court Martial. Their death sentences were overturned and the men were released. Capt. Patrick Higgins, captured at Clonmult and also awaiting the outcome of his appeal against his death sentence, benefitted from the ruling and he too was released. Unfortunately, the ruling came too late to save the men who had already been executed in Cork and Limerick during 1921.4

Another option was the drumhead court martial, used on a maximum of three occasions during 1921. All of the individuals officiating at a drumhead court martial were British Army officers. The IRA prisoner was defended by a British officer, the jurors were British Army officers and the judge advocate was a senior army officer. The first occasion that a captured IRA prisoner was tried by drumhead court martial in the Martial Law area was on Monday, 2 May 1921. The day before, a Crown Forces mobile patrol was ambushed near Kildorrery, north Cork, at approximately 5.30 p.m. The patrol overwhelmed the ambush party, and in the ensuing battle two IRA men were killed. Volunteer Patrick Casey was spotted by two soldiers firing his rifle. After firing a round at the same two soldiers, the IRA man dropped his rifle and surrendered. He was taken to Victoria Barracks, where he was tried by drumhead court martial the following day. He was found guilty, sentenced to death and executed at 6 p.m. that evening. The entire process, from capture to execution, took twenty-five hours.

From August 1920, internment was also available to the authorities throughout the island of Ireland and not confined to the Martial Law area. By the early part of 1921, the vast majority of Republicans held in custody were internees.

Internees were the second category detained on Spike Island. They were suspected Republicans who were arrested, charged, tried and found not guilty in a military court but were, however, detained as internees. When the Crown Forces wanted to intern an individual, an application was made to the General Officer Commanding 6th Division and Military Governor of the Martial Law area, Gen. Strickland, along with the evidence to support the application. If satisfied, which he usually was, Strickland signed the application approving the internment. The individuals were transferred to an internment camp, where they received and signed their Internment Order, stating that they were to be interned on either Spike Island or Bere Island. Unlike convicted prisoners, there was no time limit stated on their internment order.

A third subcategory of internee involved convicted prisoners. When convicted Republicans received short custodial sentences from military courts they were also informed of their earliest and latest release dates. On occasions where the release date was prior to the signing of the Anglo–Irish Treaty in December 1921, and if the individual was still considered a threat to the Crown, an application to intern was sent to Gen. Strickland. When it was accepted and signed, the document was delivered to the prison. The prisoner was released on or before his release date and immediately served with his internment order. What that specifically meant on Spike Island was that the individual was released from the prison compound in the casemates, served with his internment order and taken to the internment compound, and thus remained in custody.

The British Army Brigade arrest details that are given in this book, for either the internees or the prisoners, specify the British Army Brigade area where the individual was captured or arrested, and are followed by the individual’s unique arrest number. All those arrested by Crown Forces in the 17th Brigade area were given the prefix 17 I.B. before their unique arrest reference number. Likewise for the Republicans arrested in the other brigade areas, with 16 I.B., 18 I.B. and K.B. preceding the arrest numbers.

The Brigade arrest numbers are essential when carrying out research. It is the only definite means of identifying an individual, particularly where there are men with the same name and from the same area. For example, there are four men named Jim or James Barry in the internee list, three of them from Cork City and two of them had addresses in Evergreen Road. In addition, arrested Republicans and internees were sometimes given a 6th Division arrest number.

Internees continued to be detained until after the Anglo–Irish Treaty was signed in London in December 1921. The convicted Republican prisoners were not released until after the Treaty was ratified by the three governments in London, Belfast and Dublin in January 1922.



_______________

1 Sean Enright, The Trial of Civilians by Military Courts 1921, p.34.

2 British Army Manual of Military Law, War Office 1914, p.35.

3 British Army Manual of Military Law, War Office 1914, p.35.

4 See Appendix 2.
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THE PRISONS AND INTERNMENT CAMPS IN THE MARTIAL LAW AREA

For imprisoning and interning Republicans in the Martial Law area during the War of Independence, existing permanent prisons were used initially. Following the introduction of Martial Law there was a very large increase in the numbers being imprisoned, and in particular in the numbers being interned. There were five types of places of detention in use: civilian prisons, Military Prisons in the Field (MPIF), internment camps, the Military Detention Barracks Cork, which was part of the Victoria Barracks complex, and also the Brigade Cage in Victoria Barracks. The civil gaols were administered by the Prison Board in Dublin. The military authorities were responsible for seeing that all gaols in the Martial Law area did not become overcrowded and for their defence.1

The Cork Military Detention Barracks, Military Prisons in the Field, the Brigade Cage and the internment camps were entirely the responsibility of the 6th Division for discipline, interior economy and defence. At the height of the conflict during 1921, the following locations were used for the incarceration of political prisoners and internees in the 6th Division area of operations, which was the Martial Law area.2


Cork Male Gaol, located on the western side of UCC.

Limerick Civilian Gaol.

Waterford Civilian Gaol.

Kilkenny Civilian Gaol.

Spike Island Military Prison in the Field (MPIF), referred to as the prison compound, in effect the north-east casemates.

Spike Island Internment Camp, referred to as the internment compound and initially the north-east casemates, later the ‘A’ and ‘B’ Blocks.

Bere Island Military Prison in the Field and internment camp.

Kilworth Army Camp.

Cork Military Detention Barracks.

The Brigade Cage in Victoria Barracks.



The 6th Division policy as regards prisoners was as follows:


Prisoners sentenced to less than six months imprisonment served their sentences in the following prisons:3




16th Brigade area, Waterford and Kilkenny Gaols. Except for Mitchelstown and Fermoy areas; these were sent to Cork Male Gaol.

17th Infantry Brigade, Cork Male Gaol.

18th Brigade area, Limerick Gaol.

Kerry Brigade area, Cork Male Gaol.

The Military Detention Barracks was used for men awaiting trial under the 6th Division’s Law Branch in Victoria Barracks.



Republican prisoners sentenced by a Military Court to a period of six months or more could not be sent outside the Martial Law area and were initially sent to Bere Island. On 15 April 1921, all eighty-five Republican prisoners were removed from Bere Island and transferred to Spike Island, and from that date forward all Republican prisoners were sent to the MPIF on Spike Island or to Cork Male Gaol, also referred to as HMP (for men), Cork. From 15 April until its closure in December 1921, only internees were sent to Bere Island. Following the transfer of all Republican prisoners from Bere Island, Republican prisoners sentenced by a Court Martial could be sent to the MPIF on Spike or to England.

Commencing on 18 June 1921, 18th Brigade, OC Troops Waterford, OC Troops Kilkenny, the Governor Cork Male Gaol and the commandant of the Detention Barracks rendered a report every Saturday, by telegram, to 6th Division HQ, showing the numbers of prisoners in their custody under the following subheadings:4


a) Ameliorative Penal Servitude.

b) Ameliorative Imprisoned Hard Labour.

c) Ameliorative not Hard Labour.

d) Non-Ameliorative Penal Servitude.

e) Non-Ameliorative Imprisoned Hard Labour over six months.

f) Non-Ameliorative not Hard Labour over six months.

g) Non-Ameliorative Imprisoned Hard Labour under six months.

h) Untried.

i) Internees.

to (h) above referred only to persons apprehended for crimes in connection with Republican activities.



Men awaiting trial in Cork were confined in the Military Detention Barracks until after the conclusion of their trail, when their sentences were confirmed. Twelve cells were retained in the Detention Barracks for staging prisoners to Spike Island.

Men sentenced by Summary Court (S Court) in Cork and Kerry Brigades to terms of imprisonment of six months and under were sent to Cork Male Gaol.

Men sentenced to terms of imprisonment of over six months were detained in the Brigade area where they were arrested. They remained there until their sentences were confirmed and until orders for their transfers were received from Divisional Headquarters.

All Republican prisoners sentenced to death appealed their conviction and sentence. When the appeals failed and their death sentence was confirmed by the Gen. Macready, the men were executed by firing squad in the yard of Cork Military Detention Barracks. Their bodies were removed by military ambulance for burying in the grounds of Cork Male Gaol. Comdt Thomas Kent, of Castlelyons, was the only man executed and buried in the grounds of the Detention Barracks. He was executed on 9 May 1916 and buried close to where he was shot. Because the subsoil was rock, his grave was very shallow, and this was just one reason why there were no other burials in the grounds of the Detention Barracks. Another practical reason was the lack of space for graves; there was far more space within the grounds of Cork Male Gaol and no shortage of trustee prisoners to dig them. All executions in the Martial Law area were by firing squad. In the remainder of the country, because it was under civil law, all executions were carried out by hanging.

Female Republican prisoners detained in the 16th and 17th Brigade areas were sent to Waterford Gaol. Those in the 18th and Kerry Brigade areas were sent to the female wing of Limerick Gaol. These were the only two prisons in the Martial Law area where female Republican activists were incarcerated. The decision was taken by the British authorities not to intern female Republican activists.

Female civilian, non-Republican prisoners were imprisoned in the Female Gaol in Sunday’s Well, Cork City.

There were three ‘Staging Camps’ in the 6th Division area where Crown Forces foot patrols and mobile patrols handed over men they had detained. They were located in Victoria Barracks, Kilworth Army Camp and in Buttevant Military Barracks. While in the Staging Camps, the detainees were processed, during which the decision was taken by the military authorities, sometimes liaising with members of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), as regards releasing them or transferring them to Cork Military Detention Barracks for trial or recommending the men for internment.5

The Staging Camp in Victoria Barracks was called the Brigade Cage. It consisted of wooden huts surrounded with barbed wire and was located on a corner of the parade ground. For a short while a notice stating, ‘This is a cage for rebels and murderers’, was placed above the gate into the Cage.6 When internee Professor Alfred O’Rahilly saw it, he created such consternation that the sign was removed. Quite a lot of the men imprisoned or interned on Spike Island passed through the Brigade Cage.

Kilworth Army Camp, located in north Cork between Fermoy and Mitchelstown, was the staging area for internees arrested in the 16th Infantry Brigade area. The most dangerous time for prisoners and internees was the days and even weeks after their arrest. They usually found the regime much easier in Kilworth, and as a result, Kilworth was often referred to as a ‘rest camp’ by the internees. Almost all of the internees held in Kilworth were transferred to Spike Island and Bere Island. During mid-September 1921 it was decided by 16th Brigade Headquarters to remove all internees from Kilworth and transfer them to Spike Island in three rotations.

All of the aforementioned prisons, places of detention and procedures remained in use and in force until independence was achieved in early 1922. An unusual situation occurred after the Truce was declared on 11 July 1921. Republican prisoners or internees who had escaped prior to the Truce and those who escaped during the Truce could not be rearrested by Crown Forces. As a result of the Truce, Crown Forces were not permitted to arrest members of the IRA. This was most important for the seven internees who escaped from Spike in November 1921 as they could not be rearrested for escaping.



_______________

1 UKNA, Kew, London, WO 35/141.

2 Ibid.

3 UKNA, Kew, London, WO 35/141.

4 Ibid.

5 UKNA, Kew, London, WO 35/141.

6 See Denis Collins, WS No. 827, p.22.


OEBPS/images/title.png
SPIKE

ISLAND’S
REPUBLICAN
PRISONERS,
1921

TOM O’NEILL, MA






OEBPS/images/f0024-01.png
" Y

Ao

,...nnllm
>

Galway

\\\\\

lmh Bd

///}nenc

MARTIAL LAW AREA

Dec 1920 77777

Athlone

DUBLIN®
Curragh

T0 )
LAW AREA
Jan.1921

{/r rv/// /mh Bde
unevam Fermoy

P04 /,/
ot “!‘!!i'!% =
Cork /

|7tth

Jan.1921

‘P""%w

A Divisional HQ

Brigade HQ
(Units established in
November 1919 unless
otherwise stated)






OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml


 

Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Acknowledgements



		List of Abbreviations



		1 The Breakdown of Civil Law



		2 The IRA in the Martial Law Area



		3 The British Army in the Martial Law Area



		4 The Military Trials and Imprisonment of Civilians



		5 The Prisons and Internment Camps in the Martial Law Area



		6 The Military Prison in the Field, Spike Island, 1921



		7 The Prison Routine on Spike Island



		8 The Escape of Three Prisoners



		9 The Fatal Shooting of Capt. Patrick White



		10 Hunger Strikes and Riots



		11 The Escape of Seven Internees



		12 The Closing of the Military Prison in the Field



		Conclusion



		List of Republican Prisoners on Spike Island



		List of Internees on Spike Island



		List of Appendices



		Primary Source Material



		Bibliography



		Picture Sections











Guide





		Cover



		Title



		Start











OEBPS/images/line.png





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
ISLAND’S
REPUBLICAN
PRISONERS,






