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		  Michelle Obama tells it like it is.

			 And it seems that she always has. When she graduated from Harvard Law School in 1988, her parents ran a message in the university’s yearbook. They didn’t choose a simple “Congratulations!” or “We’re so proud of you!” Instead, they offered up an inscription that said a great deal about their daughter and their open, loving family relationship. They wrote: “We knew you would do this fifteen years ago when we could never make you shut up.” 
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		  A smart, funny, and thoughtful woman, Michelle has her opinions and is not afraid to share them. At the dinner table, her parents encouraged her and her brother to assert themselves. Even as a little girl, she challenged her teachers. And there is no reason to suspect that she’ll clam up now. Luckily for her, she matches the desire to speak her mind with the ability to do it eloquently with style and humor. 

			Her honesty is one of the qualities that draws her friends and loved ones to her. It has also gotten her into trouble.

			As Barack Obama’s presidential campaign picked up momentum, she spent more and more time in the public eye. That gave the American people a lot more time to get to know her and gave her many more opportunities to come under fire. In February 2008, she famously said, “For the first time in my adult life, I am proud of my country…” She followed it up with, “because I think people are hungry for change,” but she couldn’t escape the charge that what she’d said was unpatriotic. She was accused of being cynical, mean, and bitter, among other things. But she took it in stride, arguing, “When I hear about negative and false attacks, I really don’t invest any energy in them, because I know who I am.” 

            
            “All of us [are] driven by a simple belief that the world as it is just won’t do, that we have an obligation to fight for the world as it should be.”

            —Michelle Obama
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			For every person who has found her outspoken comments off-putting, there are plenty of others who have embraced her sense of humor. When a reporter asked her if she would consider running for Barack’s Senate seat if he won the election, Michelle grimaced. “Ugh,” she said with a pained look, “No, thank you.” She’s openly said she doesn’t like politics and that she’s never been quite sure how someone as nice as her husband ever ended up in such a messy field. While taping an episode of his show, political satirist Stephen Colbert joked, “Everyone knows you and your husband are elitists.” He asked her to tell him more about her “elite upbringing on the South Side of Chicago. How many silver spoons in your mouth?” Without missing a beat, she replied, “We had four spoons.” Then she added, “And then my father got a raise at the plant, and we had five spoons.” 

			
            DID YOU KNOW?

            At Princeton, Michelle was one of 94 black students out of a freshman class that included 1,141 students.

            

		  Another interviewer asked the future First Lady how she dealt with a nation full of women fawning all over her husband.
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