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Introduction

Here you sit on the Porcelain Throne, besieged in your tiny tiled kingdom. It is a most challenging realm, where pain softens into pleasure and winter becomes summer, where dangerous undercurrents, restless

movements and violent alimentary struggles battle for your attention. Several times a day, you must obey its aquatic subpoenas to bend the knee, answer the call and perform your dark business.

Despite all this visceral drama, sitting on the loo remains one of the most boring things you can do. So it’s smart to BYOD (Bring Your Own Distraction) while you wait for the barbarians to rattle the gate.

Help is at hand. Or rather, in your hand.

This bonanza of games, tricks, puzzles and projects will provide hours of fun for all the family, challenge your mental abilities and creativity and keep you entertained through even the longest bathroom break. There’s something for everyone to enjoy,

so don’t pay a visit without it.
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Create a Dragon

origami dragon

Dragons are massive, flying reptiles which breathe fire onto their enemies, lay waste to armies and burn entire cities to the ground.

Create your own flapping serpentine sentinel to shore up your power base and survey your porcelain empire.
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The King’s Children

Prince or Princess?

A king has two children. One of them is a boy. What is the probability that the other is a girl?

Hint: the correct answer is NOT fifty per cent.

Poisoned Pies

Three pies are brought to the royal banquet table of a greedy king. His spies have informed him that two of the pies have been poisoned but they are such delicious pies that he doesn’t want to throw all three away. So he gives the first pie to his taster Rosencrantz, the second pie to his other taster Guildenstern and keeps the third. Rosencrantz takes a bite out of the first pie and collapses on the floor, writhing in agony. So now the king knows that one of the other two pies is safe to eat, but he doesn’t want to share any of the good pie, so he snatches Guildenstern’s and starts eating it, reasoning that this pie now gives him the lowest chance of being poisoned. Was the king’s reasoning correct?

Coat of Arms

Which coat of arms comes next in the sequence?

A. B. C. D. E. F.
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Tiles Puzzle

Bathroom Tiles

Stare at the tiles on your bathroom floor imagining that they are flagstones beneath the throne at court. How many different rectangles can you make out of these eight tiles?

Matchsticks & Toilet Roll

How can you arrange ten matchsticks so they form a circle with the same diameter as a toilet roll tube, while ensuring that each match is no closer than one centimetre away from any other match?

Three Privies

The King has three royal privies in his castle, one in the West Turret, one in the East Turret and the third in the South Turret. Each privy is lit by a single light bulb, but all three switches are located in the King’s bedroom in the North Turret. The impatient king summons his Groom of the Stool and demands to know which switch operates which bulb. The Groom is recovering from a nasty bout of food poisoning, so he earnestly desires to perform his duty with the minimum of travelling. What should he do?
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Lock and Load

Make a Musket From a Balloon & a Toilet Roll Tube

You Will Need:

A round balloon (not a sausage), toilet roll tube, pair of scissors, tape.

1. Cut the neck off the balloon just below the point where it meets the body.

2. Stretch the mouth of the balloon over one end of the toilet roll tube and secure with tape.

3. Select your ammunition and drop it into the open end of the barrel.

Now that you’re locked in and loaded, set up a row of toilet roll tubes along the rim of the bath, take aim with your musket and spend half an hour re-enacting your favourite Kevin Costner film. Just you, your musket and a bag of coins.

Enjoy the drama as dozens of tiny copper-plated steel discs ricochet off the walls, crack tiles, smash your bathroom mirror and, if you’re really persistent, detach your retinas. Alternatively, if you value your bathroom fixtures and your eyesight, experiment with safer ammunition such as cotton wool buds, cut-up pieces of sponge or wads of wet toilet paper.
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Conundrums

Three Moral Conundrums

Did you know that women spend on average about one hour 25 minutes a week on the toilet? Men spend even longer – about one hour 45 minutes. That’s between 2 and 2.5 working weeks a year, depending on your gender, which is a considerable chunk of time available for self-improvement.

So, why not exercise your grey matter and ponder these three moral conundrums to confound your brain tank? In keeping with Kant’s view that morality is based on human reason rather than utility or natural laws, there are no right or wrong answers here, so knock yourself out.

1. Dungeon Dilemma

The tyrant king has incarcerated you, your son and twelve other innocent people in the castle dungeon for life. Your son tries to escape but he is caught by the guards and sentenced to death. You face a choice: either your son is hanged, or you can spare his life by choosing another prisoner to take his place. You must kick away the chair.

2. Knightmare

A ruthless knight takes two children hostage and intends to behead them and then fall on his sword unless you (the King) agree to his single demand: bring his sister to him so that he can kill her instead. She is a good person and an excellent mother with three dependent children. However, it is common knowledge that they are incestuous lovers. If you deny his demand, the two children will die. There is no possibility of negotiation or rescue. What do you do?

3. Peace Offering

A terminally ill king has a few hours to live. He has two daughters, one good and one evil. If the king dies before sunset the good daughter will become queen; if he dies after sunset the evil daughter will become queen, execute her sister and declare war on the neighbouring kingdom. Is the good daughter justified in killing her father before sunset to save her life and maintain peace?
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