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			This story is for all of us who dream of magic and dragons

			—M.R.

			To David and Olivia

			—K.D.
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			Dak Evans could scoop up llama poop faster than a dragon could chase its dinner. At eight years old, he stood at the perfect height for holding a shovel—or at least that’s what his parents always said.
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			Dak lived on the high hills of Mythic Island in the Kingdom of Ravenwood. His family owned a llama farm, and people came from all over the kingdom to buy their llama wool and clothing. Even Queen Luna herself placed an order twice a year for her personal royal wardrobe.

			Dak’s job, while rather stinky, was actually really important for fertilizing all the crops on their farm. Plus, the wind blew cold on the high hills, and Dak’s father used the poop to fuel the fires that kept their small hut warm at night.

			The smell was terrible, but it was better than freezing to death.

			On this particular evening, Dak had nearly finished his poop-scooping duties. He was dreaming of adventure in far-off places—like usual—when he spotted a familiar blur on the next hill over. Among the many fluffy white and brown llamas stood a girl about his age, with pale skin and short purple hair. Though he saw her every day from far away, they’d never actually spoken. She was the mysterious girl who lived with the mysterious monks. Dak didn’t even know her name.
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			The girl adjusted her glasses, then waved to Dak. She had a big, friendly smile. Dak set down his shovel and waved back. Maybe one day he’d find the courage to pass through the gate that separated them to say hello. But not today. He had chores to finish, and the sun sinking low on the horizon warned him of the chilly night coming soon.

			“You about finished?”

			Dak looked up to see his mom and older brother, Kota, walking toward him. They each held a shovel.

			“We thought you could use some help,” said Kota. “Especially since it’s been getting extra cold in the evenings.”

			“I can do it myself,” said Dak firmly, forcing his tired muscles to work faster.

			“You know, it’s okay to ask for help, Dak,” his mother said in the gentle voice she always used. Her long dark hair hugged her brown cheeks.

			“Yeah, you’re only eight, after all,” said Kota, putting a hand on his hip.

			Dak’s cheeks warmed with embarrassment. He didn’t like being reminded that he was little. Dak was like Kota in so many ways. They were both strong and hardworking. They had the same dimples, curly black hair, and warm brown skin, but Dak stood a whole foot shorter than his big brother.

			It was why his mom only took Kota, who was twelve, on work trips to the Mainland, and not Dak.
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