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TO JANE, FOR FORTY YEARS 
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The hour is fast approaching on which 

			

			
				
the honor and success of this army 

			

			
				
and the safety of our bleeding country 

			

			
				
depend. Remember, officers and soldiers, 

			

			
				
that you are freemen, fighting for the 

			

			
				
blessings of liberty. 

			

			
				
—George Washington 
			

			
				
General Orders, August 23, 1776 
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Prologue 
			

			
				
Griffin’s Wharf 
			

			
				
Boston, Massachusetts 
			

			
				
December 16, 1773 
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British Parliament 
			

			
				
passes the Tea Act. 
			

			
				
East India Company 
			

			
				
given monopoly on tea 
			

			
				
sold in America! 
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The devil 
			

			
				
is in these 
			

			
				
people! 
			

			
				
Almost £10,000 
			

			
				
worth of tea. 
			

			
				
Almost £10,000 
			

			
				
worth of tea. 
			

			
				
John Adams, 
			

			
				
local lawyer 
			

			
				
John Adams, 
			

			
				
local lawyer 
			

			
				
This 
			

			
				
destruction 
			

			
				
of the tea is 
			

			
				
so bold, so 
			

			
				
daring, so firm, 
			

			
				
intrepid, and 
			

			
				
inflexible. 
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London, England 
			

			
				
January 1774 
			

			
				
King 
			

			
				
George III 
			

			
				
King 
			

			
				
George III 
			

			
				
I am 
			

			
				
much 
			

			
				
hurt. 
			

			
				
Boston 
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Distemper in the American colonies 
			

			
				
had been growing for a decade. 
			

			
				
The British Empire, 
			

			
				
1775 
			

			
				
In 1767, the British passed the 
			

			
				
Townshend Acts: import duties 
			

			
				
on lead, glass, paint, and other 
			

			
				
commodities to the colonies. 
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To maintain order, the British sent troops to Boston, which proved disastrous. In March 1770, 
			

			
				
skittish troops fired into a street mob, killing five, in what became known as the Boston Massacre. 
			

			
				
Shortly after, Parliament 
			

			
				
repealed all Townshend duties in 
			

			
				
1770, except for the tax on tea. 
			

			
				
But the fight about taxes had metastasized 
			

			
				
into a struggle over sovereignty. Colonists 
			

			
				
had no vote in the British Parliament. 
			

			
				
No taxation without 
			

			
				
representation! 
			

			
				
We have 
			

			
				
troublesome 
			

			
				
times a-coming, 
			

			
				
for there is a great 
			

			
				
disturbance abroad 
			

			
				
in the earth, and they 
			

			
				
say it is tea that 
			

			
				
caused it. 
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Anarchy, 
			

			
				
the most terrible 
			

			
				
of all evils. 
			

			
				
I must 
			

			
				
stop the present 
			

			
				
disorders. 
			

			
				
America 
			

			
				
Canada 
			

			
				
Ireland 
			

			
				
the Caribbean 
			

			
				
India 
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PARLIAMENT ADOPTS THE “COERCIVE ACTS” 
			

			
				
Boston’s port must close until 
			

			
				
the cost of the ruined tea is paid 
			

			
				
to the East India Company. 
			

			
				
No more elected 
			

			
				
council in Mass. 
			

			
				
Royal officials to be 
			

			
				
tried in England. 
			

			
				
British troops 
			

			
				
return to Boston 
			

			
				
under royal 
			

			
				
governor. 
			

			
				
Parliament expands boundaries 
			

			
				
of Canadian territory. 
			

			
				
The die 
			

			
				
is now cast. The 
			

			
				
colonies must 
			

			
				
either submit or 
			

			
				
triumph. We must 
			

			
				
not retreat. 
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The die was indeed cast. The acts galvanized 
			

			
				
American resistance. Other colonists sent food, 
			

			
				
firewood, and money to sustain Boston. 
			

			
				
Colonial leaders agreed to halt 
			

			
				
trade with the British Empire. 
			

			
				
Lord Frederick North 
			

			
				
King George’s childhood 
			

			
				
friend and current British 
			

			
				
prime minister 
			

			
				
Lord Frederick North 
			

			
				
King George’s childhood 
			

			
				
friend and current British 
			

			
				
prime minister 
			

			
				
if they would 
			

			
				
submit and leave 
			

			
				
us the constitutional 
			

			
				
right of supremacy, 
			

			
				
the quarrel would 
			

			
				
be at an end. 
			

			
				
February 8, 1775 
			

			
				
Back in London in the new year, Parliament 
			

			
				
supported a proposal to ask the king to 
			

			
				
declare Massachusetts in rebellion. 
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February 9 
			

			
				
St. James’s Palace 
			

			
				
St. James’s Palace 
			

			
				
We find that a 
			

			
				
part of Your Majesty’s 
			

			
				
subjects in the province 
			

			
				
of the Massachusetts Bay 
			

			
				
have proceeded so far to 
			

			
				
resist the authority of the 
			

			
				
supreme legislature, that 
			

			
				
a rebellion at this time 
			

			
				
actually exists… 
			

			
				
You may depend 
			

			
				
on my taking the most 
			

			
				
speedy and effectual 
			

			
				
measures for enforcing 
			

			
				
due obedience to 
			

			
				
the laws… 
			

			
				
We consider 
			

			
				
it as our indispensable 
			

			
				
duty, humbly to beseech 
			

			
				
Your Majesty that you 
			

			
				
will take the most effectual 
			

			
				
measures to enforce due 
			

			
				
obedience to the laws and 
			

			
				
authority of the supreme 
			

			
				
legislature. 
			

			
				
it is my 
			

			
				
ardent wish that 
			

			
				
this disposition may 
			

			
				
have a happy effect 
			

			
				
on the temper and 
			

			
				
conduct of my 
			

			
				
subjects in 
			

			
				
America. 
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Tower of 
			

			
				
London 
			

			
				
Tower of 
			

			
				
London 
			

			
				
CannonsCannons 
			

			
				
RammersRammers 
			

			
				
13-inch mortars 
			

			
				
13-inch mortars 
			

			
				
6-pounders artillery 
			

			
				
6-pounders artillery 
			

			
				
24-pounders 
			

			
				
artillery 
			

			
				
24-pounders 
			

			
				
artillery 
			

			
				
SpongesSponges 
			

			
				
HandspikesHandspikes 
			

			
				
Drag ropes 
			

			
				
Drag ropes 
			

			
				
GunpowderGunpowder 
			

			
				
CanteensCanteens 
			

			
				
Leather 
			

			
				
cartridge 
			

			
				
boxes 
			

			
				
Leather 
			

			
				
cartridge 
			

			
				
boxes 
			

			
				
Watch 
			

			
				
coats 
			

			
				
Watch 
			

			
				
coats 
			

			
				
TentsTents 
			

			
				
Five-ton wagons 
			

			
				
by the dozen 
			

			
				
Five-ton wagons 
			

			
				
by the dozen 
			

			
				
Muskets by the 
			

			
				
hundreds 
			

			
				
Muskets by the 
			

			
				
hundreds 
			

			
				
Powder by the ton 
			

			
				
Powder by the ton 
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No one could foresee that the American War 
			

			
				
of Independence would last 3,059 days. 
			

			
				
The odds were heavily stacked against the 
			

			
				
Americans: No colonial rebellion had ever 
			

			
				
succeeded in casting off imperial shackles. 
			

			
				
And though it was fought in the age of reason, infused with 
			

			
				
Enlightenment ideals, this civil war would spiral into savagery, 
			

			
				
with sanguinary cruelty, casual killing, and atrocity. 
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Old South Meeting House 
			

			
				
Boston, Massachusetts 
			

			
				
March 6, 1775 
			

			
				
14 
			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
Samuel 
			

			
				
Adams 
			

			
				
Samuel 
			

			
				
Adams 
			

			
				
if they sit 
			

			
				
in front, they 
			

			
				
might have no 
			

			
				
pretense to 
			

			
				
behave ill. 
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Dr. Joseph 
			

			
				
Warren 
			

			
				
Dr. Joseph 
			

			
				
Warren 
			

			
				
My ever 
			

			
				
honored fellow 
			

			
				
citizens… 
			

			
				
...Our 
			

			
				
streets are 
			

			
				
again filled with 
			

			
				
armed men. Our 
			

			
				
harbor is crowded 
			

			
				
with ships of 
			

			
				
war. 
			

			
				
But 
			

			
				
these cannot 
			

			
				
intimidate us. 
			

			
				
Our 
			

			
				
liberty must 
			

			
				
be preserved. 
			

			
				
it is far dearer 
			

			
				
than life. 
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