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			For our amazing whisker wizard of an editor: Diane!
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		It had been a long week of school. Finally, the weekend had arrived, and I had plans.

		Big plans.
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		I heard footsteps in the hallway.

		“Babymouse,” my mom called. “It’s a beautiful day outside. Why don’t you get up and have a little exercise?”

		Ugh. I grumbled, “How nice a day could it really even be?”

		My mom came into my room and drew my curtains. I shielded my eyes from the bright sunlight.

		“See for yourself!” she chirped.

		“Okay, okay, I’ll get up,” I promised. “Just please, no more light!”

		“No problem,” Mom replied. “But if you’re not out of that bed in ten minutes, I’m sending in Squeak.”

		“Anything but that!” I replied, shooting straight up in mock horror.

		My mom laughed on her way out of the room.

		Of course, I closed the curtains and immediately went back to watching my nature cam. The squirrels were adorable.
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			Ten minutes later (almost on the dot—how does she do that?), my little brother, Squeak, poked his head into my room. He was eating a lollipop, and he had it all over his face and smeared on his hands.

		I pretended not to notice him, but he didn’t seem to care.

		“Mom wants you to get up and get dressed, Babymouse,” he said, playing with my cell phone. “She said I could touch all your stuff until you got out of bed.”

		Argh!

		Time to start the day.
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		After kicking Squeak out, I brushed my teeth and put on a fresh outfit.

		Then I climbed back into bed and started watching clips of Fabi at the Fabulous Film Awards on my tablet. Fabi is my favorite actress. She’s so famous she only has one name!

		Fabi had starred in an old-timey black-and-white film recently, so I typed “black and white” into my browser. But that just led me down a rabbit hole of panda videos. I laughed as I watched cubs cuddle, tumble down hills, and fall asleep eating bamboo.

		My dad knocked on the door. Now it was his turn to pester me.

		“Babymouse,” he said. “Why don’t you come spend some time with your family?”

		He put a pile of clean laundry on the floor by my closet.

		“If laundry is the most exciting thing going on out there, I think I’m all good,” I replied.

		“But don’t you want to come down and see what’s going on in the world?”

		“I can see everything worth seeing from right here,” I told him, pointing to my tablet screen.
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		“Well, you know where to find us if you run out of videos to watch,” he said. He left, pulling the door closed behind him.

		That was ridiculous, I thought. It would be impossible to watch all the videos in the world. Didn’t he know more were being uploaded all the time?!

		But the truth was that I was bored.
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		Instead, I started watching infomercials.
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		I lazily scrolled down my screen. Just then, something caught my eye: a do-it-yourself whisker formula.

		Now, I had been using Basic Whiskers for as long as I could remember. Just like my mom, and her mom, and probably her mom before that.
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		I had been trying to convince my mom to buy something new and exciting for our whiskers, but she wouldn’t budge.

		“Why be special when you can be basic?” she always replied, quoting the commercial.

		She insisted on using the same product, year after year.
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		Even the packaging looked a hundred years old.
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		Still, even though Mom wouldn’t buy anything new, she never said I couldn’t make my own whisker formula from a recipe. And if the recipe was on the internet, it had to be legit, right?

		I looked more closely at the description. It was very intriguing.
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		Now, that sounded awesome! Besides, all those ingredients sounded safe-ish. Most of them we had in our kitchen cabinets. I decided to give it a try.

		I jumped out of bed and ran downstairs.

		“Coming to help?” Dad exclaimed as I ran by. He and Mom were still folding clothes in the living room.

		“Sorry! Busy!” I said. I had whisker serum to make!

		First, I needed to gather the ingredients, which was a lot harder than I had expected. It was Saturday, and grocery-shopping day was Sunday, so the pantry was pretty bare. There was a lot of oatmeal (what was it with parents and oatmeal?) and a half-finished box of stale granola. I also discovered several cans of soup that nobody liked, mostly cream of mushroom and split pea. There was no way split pea soup should go in anything, so I gave up on the pantry and looked around.
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		But I finally found a real lemon in the produce drawer, hidden behind a bag of yucky-looking parsley.
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