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FLAGS SNAPPED IN THE BREEZE….

Horses stomped their feet. Gonzalo Pizarro swung his leg up over his horse. He rode down the long lines of those who were going with him. There were hundreds of men, and dogs, pigs, and even llamas.

Gonzalo galloped back to the head of the group. Everything was ready. He held his sword high. Onlookers cheered and shouted as the lines of men and animals began to move. They were sure that these searchers were the best ever. They would discover El Dorado, no doubt about it!





The most exciting, most inspiring, most unbelievable stories are the ones that really happened!
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The $25,000 Flight

Apollo 13

Babe Ruth and the Baseball Curse

Balto and the Great Race

Climbing Everest

The Curse of King Tut’s Mummy

Finding the First T. Rex

The Race Around the World

The Search for El Dorado

The Titanic Sinks!
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For Flynn, Ryan, and Ella:
may your lives be golden.
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A legend is a powerful story. It is a tale about important people and their adventures. Each one has a little bit of truth, but also a little bit of make-believe. Some are known by only a small group. Some are known by many people. The legend of El Dorado spread around the world, and it changed many lives. But it all started with a story like this….


Long ago, a young man stood in the morning sun next to a large lake. He had strong muscles in his chest, arms, and legs. This was a body fit for a chief.

So why were men smearing mud all over it?

The old chief of the Muisca tribe had died. The men sprinkled gold dust on the young man’s body from the bottom of his feet to the top of his head. The gold stuck to the mud and glowed in the sun. Now he was the Golden Man.

Would the great god of the lake accept this young man as the next leader?

The Golden Man sat on a raft made of reeds as he was rowed across the smooth surface of the water. People standing onshore and on the hills cheered. The sound echoed all around. The god of the lake surely would hear it.

The Golden Man threw jewels into the middle of the lake. These sank. They were gifts to the god.

The Golden Man took a deep breath. Then he dove into the cold water. He went down, down, down to where the god lived. The gold dust on his body spread across the water in a shiny cloud. It slowly sank, too. Would the god be pleased?

The man came back up. He swam to shore. He pulled himself out of the water. The mud and gold were gone. The god had accepted him!

The crowds cheered even louder. The young man smiled at them all.

The Golden Man was now chief.



This was the story of “El Dorado,” the Golden Man. The tale was told again and again, and it became a legend. Some of it may have happened—but maybe not all of it!
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Legends can come from anywhere, and the legend of El Dorado began in South America. South America is a large continent with many different climates. It can be a beautiful and dangerous place. On the west coast, the tall Andes Mountains are very difficult to climb. Below the mountains, the jungles are hot and steamy. The plants here are thick and tough, and it is almost impossible to find a path. The Amazon River flows through this rain forest. It starts in the Andes Mountains and goes all the way to the Atlantic Ocean. It is one of the longest rivers in the world. It is so wide that in some places you can’t see across it. This can make it hard to travel along the river.
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Centuries ago, many native people lived in South America.
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