

[image: cover image]






    [image: ]






    [image: ]






    [image: ]







    [image: ]



Our Hero
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…Narrative should flow as flows the brook down through the hills and the leafy woodlands, its course changed by every boulder it comes across and by every grass-clad gravelly spur that projects into its path; its surface broken, but its course not stayed by rocks and gravel on the bottom in the shoal places; a brook that never goes straight for a minute, but goes, and goes briskly, sometimes ungrammatically, and sometimes fetching a horseshoe three-quarters of a mile around, and at the end of the circuit flowing within a yard of the path it traversed an hour before; but always going, and always following at least one law, always loyal to that law, the law of narrative, which has no law.

—Mark Twain
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…I have wanted Papa to write a book that would reveal something of his kind sympathetic nature….

—Susy Clemens
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To the Clemens girls.

And our little girl, too.

—P.S. and E.S.
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    Hello,

My name is Philip Stead, which, if said too fast or too enthusiastically, sounds a lot like Philip’s dead!—which I’m not. I am sure of it. Most likely, you don’t know me and you’ve never heard my name, said too fast or otherwise. Chances are, though, you’ve heard of my friend Mr. Mark Twain. He’s the one who told me this story, and, unlike me, he is dead. Or at least, I figure he is because three-quarter-ways into his delivery of the facts, he got up to fetch another cup of tea and vanished completely—poof!

I do hope he found that tea.
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If we concentrate very carefully now, we will find ourselves in exactly the place we need to be. In fact, we will find ourselves in a land not all that far from here—not all that far, but hard enough to find that you’re likely never to get there. I have tried. This land has a name, but it is much too difficult to pronounce. It would not be dignified to try.

Of course, our land, the United States of America, rolls effortlessly off the tongue and is so easy to find that you’re likely to spend half your life looking for the way out. So already, you see, we’ve described two differences between Here and There.

Another difference to consider: In the hard-to-find-and-difficult-to-pronounce land in which our story takes place, the luckless and hungry remain luckless and hungry for all of their lives. By contrast, in the United States of America, everyone and everything is given a fair and equal chance. It would be rude to believe otherwise!

Here—be it Michigan or Missouri—the luckless and hungry are likely to stub a toe, look down, and discover at their feet a soup bowl full of gold bullion. Eureka! But There, the luckless and hungry are likely to stub a toe, look down, and discover only the dried-up root of a withered, old apple tree.
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