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Praise for Visual Books

“Like a Iot of other people, I understand things best when
I see them visually. Your books really make learning easy
and life more fun.”

John T. Frey (Cadillac, MI)

“I have quite a few of your Visual books and have been
very pleased with all of them. I love the way the lessons
are presented!”

Mary Jane Newman (Yorba Linda, CA)

“I just purchased my third Visual book (my first two are
dog-eared now!), and, once again, your product has
surpassed my expectations.

Tracey Moore (Memphis, TN)

“I am an avid fan of your Visual books. If I need to learn
anything, I just buy one of your books and learn the topic
in no time. Wonders! I have even trained my friends to
give me Visual books as gifts.”

lllona Bergstrom (Aventura, FL)

“Thank you for making it so clear. I appreciate it. I will
buy many more Visual books.”

J.P. Sangdong (North York, Ontario, Canada)

“I have several books from the Visual series and have
always found them to be valuable resources.”

Stephen P. Miller (Ballston Spa, NY)

“Thank you for the wonderful books you produce. It
wasn’t until I was an adult that I discovered how I learn
— visually. Nothing compares to Visual books. I love the
simple layout. I can just grab a book and use it at my
computer, lesson by lesson. And I understand the
material! You really know the way I think and learn.
Thanks so much!”

Stacey Han (Avondale, A7)
“I absolutely admire your company’s work. Your books

are terrific. The format is perfect, especially for visual
learners like me. Keep them coming!”

Frederick A. Taylor, Jr. (New Port Richey, FL)
“I have several of your Visual books and they are the
best I have ever used.”
Stanley Clark (Crawfordville, FL)

“I bought my first Teach Yourself VISUALLY book last
month. Wow. Now I want to learn everything in this easy
format!”

Tom Vial (New York, NY)

“Thank you, thank you, thank you...for making it so easy
for me to break into this high-tech world. | now own four
of your books. I recommend them to anyone who is a
beginner like myself.”

Gay O'Donnell (Calgary, Alberta, Canada)

“I write to extend my thanks and appreciation for your
books. They are clear, easy to follow, and straight to the
point. Keep up the good work! I bought several of your
books and they are just right! No regrets! I will always
buy your books because they are the best.”

Seward Kollie (Dakar, Senegal)

“Compliments to the chef!! Your books are extraordinary!
Or, simply put, extra-ordinary, meaning way above the
rest! THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU! I buy them
for friends, family, and colleagues.”

Christine J. Manfrin (Castle Rock, CO)

“What fantastic teaching books you have produced!
Congratulations to you and your staff. You deserve the
Nobel Prize in Education in the Software category.
Thanks for helping me understand computers.”

Bruno Tonon (Melbourne, Australia)

“Over time, I have bought a number of your ‘Read Less -
Learn More’ books. For me, they are THE way to learn
anything easily. I learn easiest using your method of
teaching.”

José A. Mazon (Cuba, NY)

“I am an avid purchaser and reader of the Visual series,
and they are the greatest computer books I've seen. The
Visual books are perfect for people like myself who enjoy
the computer, but want to know how to use it more
efficiently. Your books have definitely given me a greater
understanding of my computer, and have taught me to
use it more effectively. Thank you very much for the hard
work, effort, and dedication that you put into this series.”

Alex Diaz (Las Vegas, NV)
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How to Use This Book

How to Use This Teach Yourself VISUALLY Book

Do you look at the pictures in a book or newspaper
before anything else on a page? Would you rather see
an image instead of read about how to do something?
Search no further. This book is for you. Opening Teach
Yourself VISUALLY Dreamweaver CS3 allows you to
read less and learn more about the Dreamweaver
program.

Who Needs This Book

This book is for a reader who has never used this
particular technology or software application. It is also
for more computer literate individuals who want to
expand their knowledge of the different features that
Dreamweaver has to offer. We assume you already have
basic computer experience, but want to learn the
specifics of building Web sites with Dreamweaver.

Book Organization

Teach Yourself VISUALLY Dreamweaver CS3 has 16
chapters.

Chapter Organization

This book consists of sections, all listed in the book'’s
table of contents. A section is a set of steps that show
you how to complete a specific computer task.

Each section, usually contained on two facing pages,
has an introduction to the task at hand, a set of full-
color screen shots and steps that walk you through the
task, and a set of tips. This format allows you to quickly
look at a topic of interest and learn it instantly.

Chapters group together three or more sections with a
common theme. A chapter may also contain pages that
give you the background information needed to
understand the sections in a chapter.

What You Need to Use This Book

Using the Mouse

This book uses the following conventions to describe
the actions you perform when using the mouse:

Click

Press your left mouse button once. You generally click
your mouse on something to select something on the
screen.

Double-click

Press your left mouse button twice. Double-clicking
something on the computer screen generally opens
whatever item you have double-clicked.

Right-click

Press your right mouse button. When you right-click
anything on the computer screen, the program displays
a shortcut menu containing commands specific to the
selected item.

Click and Drag, and Release the Mouse

Move your mouse pointer and hover it over an item on
the screen. Press and hold down the left mouse button.
Now, move the mouse to where you want to place the
item and then release the button. You use this method
to move an item from one area of the computer screen
to another.




The Conventions in This Book

A number of typographic and layout styles have been
used throughout Teach Yourself VISUALLY
Dreamweaver CS3 to distinguish different types of
information.

Bold type represents the names of commands and
options that you interact with. Bold type also indicates
text and numbers that you must type into a dialog box
or window.

Italic words introduce a new term and are followed by
a definition.

Numbered Steps

You must perform the instructions in numbered steps in
order to successfully complete a section and achieve
the final results.

Bulleted Steps

These steps point out various optional features. You do
not have to perform these steps; they simply give
additional information about a feature.

Indented Text

Indented text tells you what the program does in
response to you following a numbered step. For
example, if you click a certain menu command, a dialog
box may appear, or a window may open. Indented text
may also tell you what the final result is when you
follow a set of numbered steps.

Notes

Notes give additional information. They may describe
special conditions that may occur during an operation.
They may warn you of a situation that you want to
avoid, for example the loss of data. A note may also
cross-reference a related area of the book. A cross-
reference may guide you to another chapter, or another
section within the current chapter.

Icons and Buttons

Icons and buttons are graphical representations within
the text. They show you exactly what you need to click
to perform a step.
. You can easily identify the tips in any section
(\ by looking for the TIPS icon. Tips offer
additional information, including tips, hints,
and tricks. You can use the TIPS information

to go beyond what you have learned in the steps.




CHAPTER

Getting Star
Dreamweaver

This chapter describes
the World Wide Web,
introduces the different
types of information that
you can put on a Web
site, and shows you how
to start Dreamweaver.
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Introduction to the

World Wide Web

You can use Dreamweaver to create and
publish pages on the World Wide Web.

World Wide Web

The World Wide Web—or simply the Web—is a global
collection of documents located on Internet-connected
computers. You can access the Web by using a Web
browser. Web pages are connected to one another by
hyperlinks that you can click.

Web Site

A Web site is a collection of linked Web pages stored on
a Web server. Most Web sites have a home page that
describes the information located on the Web site and
m% provides a place where people can start their exploration
of the Web site. The pages of a good Web site are
intuitively organized and have a common theme.

VAT www.museumwebsite.com

Dreamweaver

Dreamweaver is a program that enables you to create
Web pages with hyperlinks, text, images, and multimedia.
You can create your Web pages on your computer and
then use Dreamweaver to transfer the finished files to a
Web server where others can view them on the Web.




Getting Started with Dreamweaver chapterl

HTML

Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) is the formatting
language that is used to create Web pages. You can use
Dreamweaver to create Web pages without knowing
HTML because Dreamweaver writes the HTML for you
behind the scenes.

Web Server

A Web server is a computer that is connected to the
Internet and has software that serves Web pages to
visitors. Each Web page that you view in a Web browser
on the World Wide Web resides on a Web server
somewhere on the Internet. When you are ready to
publish your pages on the Web, you can use
Dreamweaver to transfer your files to a Web server.

Web Browser

A Web browser is a program that can download Web
documents from the Internet, interpret HTML, and then
display the Web page text and any associated images and
multimedia. Two popular Web browsers are Microsoft
Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator.




The Many Ways to
Design a Web Page

In the early days of the Internet,
Web design was easy but boring.
Today, there are many more
ways to design Web pages, but
first you have to decide which
approach is best for your site.
Here are a few of the options
that you can choose.

Text and Images Tables Frames
Inserting text and images into a Tables have long been a popular In a framed Web site, the Web
Web page is the simplest design choice for creating page designs. browser window is divided into
option. Dreamweaver makes it By merging and splitting table several rectangular frames, and a
easy to add images and text and cells, you can create complex different Web page loads into each
to change the size, color, and font | layouts using tables. By turning off | frame. Users can scroll through
of the text on your Web page. It the border, you can make the content in each frame,
also makes it easy to organize text actual table invisible. Tables are independent of the content in the
into paragraphs, headings, and quickly being replaced by CSS other frames. Dreamweaver offers
lists, and to change alignment. layouts. However, they are still visual tools for building frame-
However, if you want to create a recommended for tabular data based Web sites. Many designers
more complex design, you need to | (such as the kind of information recommend against using frames
use one of the other options you would find in a spreadsheet because they create pages that are
described in this section. program). There are also still many | hard to bookmark, they do not
Web sites that use tables to work as well in search engines,
position images, text, and other and navigating around frames can
elements on a page. be confusing to visitors.
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AP Divs

Dreamweaver's AP Divs (called /ayers in
Dreamweaver CS3) use absolute positioning to create
“boxes” that you can use to position images, text, and
other content on a page. AP Divs are very intuitive to
use: You just click and drag to create a box anywhere
on a Web page. Their biggest limitation is that they
can only be aligned to the left side of the page; as a
result, you cannot center designs with this technique.
Another limitation is that, although they seem to give
you precise design control, their display can vary
dramatically from browser to browser.

CSS Layouts

Many professional Web designers today recommend
creating page layouts using Cascading Style Sheets
(CSS). Although AP Divs (described in the previous
section) are technically CSS layouts, they receive very
special treatment in Dreamweaver and have some
very significant limitations. When designers refer to
CSS layouts, they generally mean designs that do not
use absolute positioning (or that use it very
sparingly). Using CSS is one of the most challenging
Web design options, but it brings some powerful
benefits, such as greater accessibility and flexibility,
which can help your

site look better to
more people on
a greater range
of devices. When
used effectively,
pages designed
with CSS are also
faster to download
and easier to
update.

Spring Schedule
[ciass Trime Treschen

o
o
s

0w

i
g At

Adobe Flash

Some of the “flashiest” sites on the Web have been
created using Adobe Flash, a vector-based design
program that you can use to create animations and
highly advanced interactive features. Although you
can use Dreamweaver to add Flash files to your Web
pages and to create some basic Flash elements, such
as Flash buttons, you should know that many of the
most elaborate multimedia sites on the Web were
created using Flash, and not just Dreamweaver.

Dynamic Web Sites

At the highest end of the Web design spectrum, you
can connect a Web site to a database to create highly
interactive sites with features such as shopping carts,
discussion boards, and more. Database-driven sites
are especially useful when a Web site grows to more
than 100 pages or so, because they are much more
efficient to update. You can learn more about
Dreamweaver’s database features in the final chapter
of this book.

DYNAMO
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DRIVEN WEBSITE




Plan Your

. Web Site

Carefully planning your pages
before you build them can help
to ensure that your finished Web
site looks great and is well
organized. Before you start
building your Web site, take a
little time to organize your ideas
and gather the materials that
you will need.

Organize Your Ideas

Build your Web site on paper
before you start building it in
Dreamweaver. Sketching out a
Web site map, with rectangles
representing Web pages and
arrows representing links, can help
you to visualize the size and scope
of your project. Use sticky notes if
you want to move pages around
as you plan your Web site.
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Gather Your Content

Before you start building your Web site, gather all of the
elements that you want to use. This process may
require writing text, taking photos, and designing
graphics. It can also involve producing multimedia
content, such as audio and video files. Gathering all of
your material together in the beginning makes it easier
for you to organize your Web site once you start
building it in Dreamweaver.

Define Your Audience

Identifying your target audience can help you to decide

what kind of content to offer on your Web site. For

22 example, you may create a very different design for small

Lygf o children than for adults. It is important to know whether
visitors are using the latest Web browser technology and

how fast they can view advanced features, such as

multimedia.
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Host Your Finished Web Site

To make your finished Web site accessible on the Web,
you need to store, or host, it on a Web server. Most
people have their Web sites hosted on a Web server at a
commercial Internet service provider (ISP) or at their
company or university.




Start Dreamweaver

on a PC

You can start Dreamweaver on
a PC and begin building pages
that you can publish on the
Web. You first need to purchase
and install Dreamweaver if you
do not have it already. You

can also download a free, trial
version at www.adobe.com.

\ Start Dreamweaver on a PC

@ Click Start.

@ Click All Programs.

© Click Adobe Web Premium CS3.
@ Click Adobe Dreamweaver CS3.

Note: Your path to the Dreamweaver application may be
different, depending on how you installed your software
and your operating system.

® The Dreamweaver start screen appears.
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on a Macintosh Getting Started with Dreamweaver

Start Dreamweaver 1
chapter

You can start Dreamweaver on a X
Macintosh and begin building St'arting
pages that you can publish on the '
Web. You first need to purchase
and install Dreamweaver if you do
not have it already. You can also
download a free, trial version at
www.adobe.com.

Dream Weaver
.

Start Dreamweaver on a Macintosh

|

@ Fimder Fie Dot View GoWidow b

@ Double-click your hard drive icon.

@ Click here to open the Adobe
Dreamweaver CS3 folder ([2).

© Double-dlick the Dreamweaver CS3
icon (E3).

Note: The exact location of the Dreamweaver folder
depends on how you installed your software.

® The Dreamweaver Welcome Screen
appears.




Tour the Dreamweaver

Interface on a PC

Dreamweaver CS3 on a PC features a variety of
windows, panels, and inspectors.
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Font | Defalt Font | Size | Mone » | Target
Page Properties.. Lt Tteim...
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Toolbar Property Inspector
Contains shortcuts to preview and display features, Used to display and edit attributes of any element
and a test field where you can specify the title of a selected in the Document window.
age.
pag Panels
Menus Windows that provide access to the Design, Code,

Contains the commands for using Dreamweaver. Many  Application, Tag, Files, Layers, and History panels.
of these commands are duplicated within the

windows, panels, and inspectors of Dreamweaver. Document Window

The main workspace where you insert and arrange the
Insert Bar text, images, and other elements of your Web page.
Provides easy access to common features. There are
several different insert bars that you can select,
depending on the type of features you want to insert
in your page.
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Getting Started

Dreamweaver CS3 on a Macintosh features a
variety of windows, panels, and inspectors.
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Toolbar

Contains shortcuts to preview and display features,
and a test field where you can specify the title of a

page.
Menus

Contains the commands for using Dreamweaver. Many
of these commands are duplicated within the
windows, panels, and inspectors of Dreamweaver.

Insert Bar

Provides easy access to common features. There are
several different insert bars that you can select,
depending on the type of features you want to insert
in your page.

Property Inspector

Used to display and edit attributes of any element
selected in the Document window.

Panels

Windows that provide access to the Design, Code,
Application, Tag, Files, Layers, and History panels.
Document Window

The main workspace where you insert and arrange the
text, images, and other elements of your Web page.




Show or Hide
a Window

You can show or hide accessory
windows, also called panels and
inspectors, by using commands
in the Window menu.

7 =

[ show or Hide a indow |

@ Click Window.

@ Click the name of the window, panel,
or inspector that you want to open.

This example opens the Property
inspector.

® A check mark next to a name indicates
that the window, panel, or inspector is
Open- . ot prarctpares. Create a Web site or

bl far ywisr family

- w.-i..lr.la-m o
used by the pros

Cosl Programs for
Digial icrapbooking

@ Dreamweaver displays the inspector.

To hide a window, panel, or inspector,
you can click Window and then click
the check-marked name.

You can click Window and then click

Hide Panels to !ude everything except o

the Document window and toolbar. S i G A P

Free Tips, Tutorials,
Videos, and Reviews
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Exit
Dreamweaver

You can exit Dreamweaver to
close the program.

You should always exit Dreamweaver
and all other programs before turning
off your computer.

\ Exit Dreamweaver

Getting Started with Dreamweaver
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@ Click File.
@ Click Exit.

Before quitting, Dreamweaver alerts you
to save any open documents that have
unsaved changes.

© Click Yes.

Dreamweaver exits.

What do you want
to learn today?

Free Tips, Tutorials,
Videos, and Reviews

Create a Web site or
bleg for your family
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You can use the help tools that
are built into Dreamweaver to
find answers to your questions
or to learn techniques that you
do not know.

| cethelp |

@ Click Help.
@ Click Dreamweaver Help.

® You can also click the Help icon in
the Property inspector.

The Using Dreamweaver help page
opens.

@ You can click the Contents tab to view
available help topics.

@ You can click any topic to display the
results in the help window.

@ You can search for a topic in
Dreamweaver Help by typing one or
more keywords into the Search field.
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A list of topics appears. B Adobe Help Viewer 1.1

@ You can narrow your search by entering
keywords separated by a plus sign. Adobe Dreamweaver CS3 (50)

@ Click a topic from the search result list. L -

1. Insert Rashahdeo

2. Detect the sh I'|.1'_.'r‘r werson to view the Flash video
Information appears on the topic you : hbglh{{%&: e
Seleded. g et S{.:lﬁ.:;:.lm farm contsuls

8. Create and insert a Flash button

9. Insert bar overview

10. Insert a Java applet

11. Insert ColdFusion text helds

12. Build the msert page m one aporation

13. Ineart an ActiveX cantrol

14. Insert X5LT fragnients in dynamic pages
15. Build an insert page block by block

16. Insert Netscape Navigator plug-in cantant
17. Insert code with the Insert bar

16. Insert dates

19. Working with Photoshop and Dreamweaver
20. Edit or delete a Flash Video component.

21 Inseit o Spey witiget

23, Insart the Collapsible Pansl widget

3. Insert the Tabbed Panels widgat

24. Insert the Validation Checkbox widget

25. About building record insert pages

26 Tnsuort o Flash best objoct

27, insert Shockwaue movies

28. Insert 3 library item into a document

29. Insert the Validation Select widget !

)

Are there different ways of opening the
help tools and other options in
Dreamweaver?

Very often, yes. As with many programs, there is
often more than one way to do the same task.
For example, you can access many tools and
commands, such as Modify Page Properties, by
using either a menu or the Property inspector.
You can also use the Split or Code view
commands to view and edit the HTML code
directly, if you know how to write HTML.




