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			The Zadie Chapter

			My sister should be here.

			That was all I could think as I prepared to dive to the sunken ship Sami had spotted on his way back from the port market. Under normal circumstances, we wouldn’t be exploring this far from Varenia, but there was nothing normal about our lives these days. Especially the fact that Nor wasn’t here.

			Sami had determined the ship was from Kuven, recently wrecked by his estimation. No one from Varenia had mentioned it, which meant it probably hadn’t been picked over for valuables yet. The ship could have been carrying anything from weapons to jewels to spices. It could also be carrying nothing, but Sami didn’t dwell on that. That was part of the fun of diving for treasure according to Nor: anything could happen.

			Which was precisely what I was afraid of.

			“Are you ready?” Sami asked. I had barely seen him since Nor had left for Ilara over a month ago, and I could think of about ten other things I’d rather be doing together than diving. My leg still wasn’t fully healed, but we couldn’t afford for me not to dive. Mother and Father were both gone fishing almost every day, and I hated feeling useless at home. I had never wanted to make things worse for my family by letting Nor go in my place, though I couldn’t deny that was exactly what I’d done.

			“No,” I said finally, but I grinned to let him know I was mostly joking. I took a deep breath, filling my lungs until they ached, and leaped into the ocean. We could see the ship was only about fifty feet below the surface through the crystalline Alathian waters, but it would take several minutes to get an idea of where the treasure—if we were lucky enough to find any—was located, and I had never been as good at diving as Nor. Unlike my reckless twin, I preferred to ensure that I had enough air to make it back to the surface.

			The water closed over me, cool and quiet, as Sami swam past me, his powerful legs taking him effortlessly to the ocean floor. The salt water only stung my wounds for a moment, and then my body adjusted. All I could think of was getting to the ship as quickly as possible.

			I reached the wreckage just after Sami and watched as he disappeared into a hole in the deck. He was going to search the hold while I checked the surrounding area for anything that may have been dislodged when the ship sank. We were on the lookout for potential dangers—sharks were known to gather around wrecks, which eventually became makeshift reefs on the otherwise barren ocean floor—but aside from a shimmering array of colorful fish and a large grumpy-faced grouper watching me suspiciously from a porthole, we seemed to be alone.

			Of course, if we did run into trouble, the fact that no one knew we were here could very well get us killed.
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