
	 

	      Preface: Chicago

	 

	You can make it anywhere if you can make it in Chicago. Or at least that’s what they say. Chicago is known for many things, deep dish pizza, some of the best hot dogs, the Willis Tower (even though I still know it as the Sears Tower.) There are many things Chicago is known for, but most of all what people know Chicago for is the American Mafia. The Chicago Outfit (known also as The Outfit), the Chicago Mob, the Chicago Mafia, or the South Side Gang, was an Italian organized crime syndicate based in Chicago, Illinois. This organization can date back all the way to the 1910’s. Or how about Alphose Gabriel Capone, also known as Al Capone and sometimes his nickname Scarface. He wasn’t just an American gangster he was also a businessman. Al Capone attained notoriety during the Prohibition Era as a co-founder and the de facto Boss of the Chicago Outfit. So, growing up in Chicago with a Mafia family, our parents would tell us stories. I'm going to share some of these stories, they are all based on true events experience by members of my family. 

	 

	My uncles Gino’s dad Marco was an alcoholic. He was racking up debt to pay for his binge drinking at the local cocktail bar run by the Mafia, The Green Mill (which was one of Al Capone hangouts). One day Marco went to The Green Mill with his young son Gino, who was eight at the time, and the Mafia told Marco if he didn’t pay them willingly they would extort him. While one man was engaging Marco with conversation over his debt another man took a pool cue to the back of his head.
