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CHAPTER ONE

Holiday Jinx

“Put your hands in the air and step away from the Christmas tree!” Mom ordered. My siblings and I scattered in all directions. We definitely didn’t want to upset her. The fate of our presents was at stake!

After dinner, the air thickened with the sweet smell of fresh-baked cookies. Mom had just finished whipping up a batch, and they smelled delicious. The scent drove Dad wild. But other than the tree and the cookies, our family celebrated the  holidays a little differently from other people: It was Chrismukkah in the Powers  household.

Mom grew up celebrating Christmas. And Dad grew up celebrating Hanukkah. When they got married, they decided to smash both holidays together into one big festival of lights and presents as a way of honoring everyone’s favorite traditions.

Oh, before I forget: My name is Peter. And did I mention that everyone in my family has superpowers?

“I thought you said these boxes were heavy,” my little sister, Felicia, said. She carried a dozen giant boxes of decorations  into the living room like it was nothing.  Felicia has super strength. She can bench-press a boat.

My older brother, Gavin, dove into the boxes like a maniac, pulling out clumps of tangled holiday lights. “This’ll be my mission!” he said. He snapped his fingers twice, and each time a brand-new Gavin appeared out of nowhere. Gavin’s power is making copies of himself. And all of them are as annoying as the original. The three Gavins untangled the lights.

In the corner, Dad lit the menorah candles with one fingertip. He has the power to make fire, so everyone calls him Fireman. Mom is called Flygirl (even though she isn’t a girl anymore). Mom can soar through the sky like a fighter jet. Together, Mom and Dad are Boulder City’s favorite superheroes.

“Candles all lit!” Dad said.

“Honey, aren’t you supposed to light only one of the candles on the first day?” Mom reminded him.
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“Ooooopsie! Good call, sweetheart,” Dad said. He waved his hand across all but one of the flickering menorah candles and sucked each tiny flame back into his palm.

“Whoa!” I said. “What did you just  do? I knew you could make fire, but I’ve never seen you take fire away. How’d you do it?”

“I control fire. So if I concentrate hard enough, I can pull the heat back in,” Dad said. “Cool, huh?”

“I wish I could do that,” I said. Of everyone in my family, my superpowers are  the lamest. I can create ice cubes. I freeze stuff too, on occasion.
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