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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Books on Wheels. We have designed this book to give librarians and teachers 
a complete resource for particular themes. The book contains an annotated bibliography, 
classroom- and kid-tested activities to be done in other areas of the curriculum with children in 
the library or classroom, and reproducible pages for extension activities. 

In using Books on Wheels, the librarian or teacher can take the books listed for a particular 
theme and move the books into the classroom or move the books to a designated area in the li­
brary, putting them together where patrons or teachers and children have access to the books for 
use in thematic instruction. The books can also be put on a cart, to be wheeled to the classroom 
or left in a prominent area in the library. 

To get you off to a rolling start, each chapter begins with ideas for introducing the theme. 
Along with fun booktalks is an annotated bibliography of books of interest to children on that theme. 

The books listed in the bibliography are rated according to three categories: LP—Lower 
Primary (grades K-l); MP—Middle Primary (grades 1-2); and UP—Upper Primary (grades 
2-3). An asterisk (*) at the end of the annotation means the book is a chapter book, suitable for 
middle and upper primary children who are proficient readers. 

Also included in this book is a curriculum idea bank and reproducible pages for each chap­
ter. These can be used in follow-up lessons with the children. These activities also have the same 
rating as the books to provide guidelines for the use of the activity. 

The complete package will allow the librarian or teacher to plan and carry out a thematic 
unit across the curriculum. 

xi 
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CHAPTER I 

RISKY READING: 
ADVEIMTURE STORIES 

Have you ever been camping in the dark woods, gone on a trip, or met a famous person? 
Children go through life having many adventures. These adventures take place with friends, 
pets, and family; many adventures take place at school. 

The bibliography is a cross section of books with a wide variety of adventurous main char­
acters, from a polar bear to a boa constrictor. Reading these books will help children realize that 
they may have had similar adventures and that by using their imaginations, they too can have ad­
ventures like those of the main characters. Children will also discover a wide world of adven­
tures just by opening a book! 

A Railing Start 

1. To introduce the concept of adventure, show the children advertisements cut from maga­
zines. Ask children to look at the pictures and tell what they think is happening in the pic­
tures. Have children use their imaginations to come up with adventures based on the 
pictures. 

2. Have the children brainstorm words that describe the meaning of adventure or are syno­
nyms for the word. The words could be put on a chart and referred to throughout the adven­
ture unit. 

3. Have children make a poster advertising the main character of their favorite adventure book. 
Display it as a bulletin board. 

Booktalks 

W 

hat happens in your class when you have sharing time? 
When your class has a substitute teacher, how do the stu­

dents act? The kids in Room 207 were misbehaving again. They 
were doing things they shouldn't do—flying paper airplanes or 
throwing spitballs at the ceiling. They were the worst-behaved 
class in the entire school. They were so rude that Miss Nelson 
said, "Something will have to be done!" 

The next day when the students walked into their classroom, 
there stood a woman in an ugly black dress. "I am your new 
teacher, Miss Viola Swamp," she said. They were stunned. When 

1 
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they asked where Miss Nelson was, Miss Swamp told them to get busy with their 
schoolwork. 

Days went by and there was no sign of Miss Nelson. The students missed their 
teacher and her soft voice. They decided to try and find her but failed. One student 
thought she might have been eaten by sharks. Another thought Miss Nelson might 
have gone to Mars. What do you think? Will Miss Nelson return? If she does return, 
will the students behave better? To find out, read Miss Nelson Is Missing by Harry 
Allard. (LP-UP) 

What do you think it would be like to live without electricity 
in our homes or streetlights? Peppe lived many years ago, 

when there wasn't electricity in a poor part of a large city called 
Little Italy. He had six sisters and his family was very poor. 
Peppe knew that he needed to find a job, so he began asking dif­
ferent people, like the butcher, if he could work for them. But 
they all said he was too young. One day Domenico, the man 
who lit the streetlights, asked Peppe if he would light the lamps 
for him while he went to Italy to get his wife. 

Peppe was excited that he finally had a job to help his family. 
When Peppe told his family the good news, his father was not 

happy. He felt that this wasn't a good job for Peppe. But with his sisters' encourage­
ment, Peppe began his job. Each night he went from lamp to lamp, lighting them 
with a long stick. As he lit each lamp, he would make a wish for one of his sisters' 
happiness or care. 

One day Peppe got discouraged because his father didn't like his job, so he 
didn't go out to light the lamps. He stayed in the house and wouldn't leave. It grew 
dark and the streets were not lit. Peppe's young sister Assunta did not come home. 
The family began to worry, for they knew she wouldn't come home in the dark. Fi­
nally Peppe's father begged him to light the lamps. Will Peppe do it? What will hap­
pen to Assunta? To find out what Peppe did and what he learned about his job, read 
Peppe the Lamplighter by Elisa Bartone. (LP-UP) 

Who knows where polar bears live? What do they look like? 
This is the story of a polar bear named Lars who had a long 

adventure. Each day he swam and played in the cold Arctic wa­
ter. But one day as Lars was swimming a long way from his den, 
or home, he was pulled into a big net with lots offish. Before 
Lars knew what was going on, he was on a big ship sailing away 
from where he lived. Lars climbed out from where the fish were 
kept to explore the ship. While he was walking around, he met 
Nemo, the ship's cat. Lars had never seen a ship's cat before, but 
they soon became friends. 

The ship sailed into a harbor, and Lars wondered if he 
would get back home to see his parents and his home. Nemo in­

troduced Lars to some other cats who lived on ships. They were friendly like Nemo 
and agree to help him get home. Will the cats be able to help Lars? Will Lars be able 
to find his home and parents again? To find out what happens to Lars, read Ahoy 
There, Little Polar Bear by Hans deBeer. (LP-MP) 
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H; ave you ever received a letter in the mail or written a letter 
to someone? Peter decides to write a letter to Amy and in­

vite her to his party. 
Peter finishes the letter and goes out to mail it. His mother 

tells him to wear his raincoat because it looks cloudy outside. 
When Peter gets outside, the storm hits with a flash of lightning 
and a roll of thunder. Then a gust of wind pulls the envelope 
out of his hand. That begins an adventure for his letter as the 
wind whips the envelope through the air. Peter chases it 
through the streets, trying to catch it. But the letter continues 
on its adventure as Peter chases it. Then he notices Amy com­

ing toward him. Does he catch it before Amy sees that the letter is for her? What will 
happen as Peter tries to grab the letter? To find out what happens to Peter and his 
letter, read A Letter to Amy by Ezra Jack Keats. (LP) 

WE 
rho do you think is happy? Would you be able to find the 
happiest person in the class? This is what happened long 

ago to the Mayor of a town by a river. One day the bridge lead­
ing into town fell into the river. "We need a new bridge," said 
the Mayor. The Jubilatti family was brought in to build the 
bridge. In the middle of deciding how the bridge would be 
built, an old woman reminded the Mayor of an old tradition, 
which the Mayor couldn't remember. He was told that the first 
person to cross the bridge must be the town's happiest person. 
The Mayor worried. Who was the happiest person? Was it the 
town banker, the grocer, or someone else? He looked and 

looked, but soon the bridge was finished and the Mayor still hadn't found the hap­
piest person. What would he do? People couldn't use the bridge until they knew 
who the happiest person was. How will the mystery be solved? Will the Mayor and 
town find the happiest person soon so the bridge can be used? To find out if the 
bridge is saved and if they find the happiest person, read Crossing the New Bridge by 
Emily Arnold McCully. (LP-UP) 
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animals except those that are enemies of 
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treats the fox, but can he trust him? Dr. De­
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(LP-UP) 
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Dr. DeSoto, a world-renowned dentist, 
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Wheeling Across the Curriculum 

Critical Thinking 
• Give children slips of paper with an adventure, such as "camping in the mountains," writ­

ten on them. Then they can work in groups to brainstorm what they will need to take on 
the adventure to make it safe and fun. (MP-UP) 

Drama 
• Children can act out the events of a story. The Day Jimmy's Boa Ate the Wash by Trinka 

Hakes Noble would work well for this activity. (MP-UP) 

Language Arts/Writ ing 
• Many adventure books feature animals as characters. Have children pick an animal and 

write a story about an adventure the animal may have. (LP-UP) 

• Divide children into groups of six. Give them a story starter such as, "On my way home a. . ." 
Each child writes a line and then passes the story to another child, who writes another 
line. After everyone has had a turn, the children read the story to the group. (UP) 

• On pieces of paper, write opening lines such as "I looked out my window and . . . " Have 
children draw the slips out of a cup and write an adventure story using the story line. 
Children in younger grades can tell their stories after choosing pieces of paper with 
starter lines on them instead of writing them. (LP-UP) 

• Have children write a letter telling Miss Nelson how the class's behavior will change if 
she returns to school. (LP-UP) 

• Children can keep a journal of the adventures they have during a specific period, such as 
a week. These can be shared with the group. (MP-UP) 

• Children can decide what questions they would ask a famous person if they had a chance 
to meet the person. A mock interview can take place after the questions are written. 
(LP-UP) 

• Children can write a letter to friends asking them about adventures they may have had. 
(LP-UP) 

• Read King Bidgood's in the Bathtub by Audrey Wood to children and give them a prob­
lem they must solve. This can be done individually or in groups. (MP-UP) 

• Ask children to pick a piece of clothing and write about an adventure they could have 
while wearing this article of clothing. (LP-UP) 

Mathematics 
• The book Inch by Inch by Leo Lionni lends itself to doing measuring activities. Have 

children measure various objects to see how many inches long they are. (LP-UP) 

Music 
• After they listen to some of Beethoven's music, children can write or draw what adven­

tures the music makes them think about. (LP-UP) 


