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I don’t know why I got cancer, and don’t think I haven’t asked! The doctors don’t know, Mom and Dad don’t know. Maybe it’s just bad luck. But whatever it is, I sure do hate it. This doesn’t seem real. I keep thinking this is a bad dream and I’ll wake up any minute. But I don’t wake up. And I have to take chemo treatments, which scare me to death. Gee, did I really mean to write “death”? Oh, Jesse, I wish I could see you.… I wish this wasn’t happening to me.… I just want to go home and have everything the way it used to be.





[image: ]




Published by
Dell Laurel-Leaf
an imprint of
Random House Children’s Books
a division of Random House, Inc.
New York

Copyright © 2002 by Lurlene McDaniel

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the written permission of the publisher, except where permitted by law. For information address Dell Laurel-Leaf Books.

Dell and Laurel are registered trademarks of Random House, Inc.



Visit us on the Web! www.randomhouse.com/teens

Educators and librarians, for a variety of teaching tools, visit us at www.randomhouse.com/teachers



ISBN: 0-553-57090-0
eBook ISBN: 978-0-307-54459-9

RL: 4.7

v3.1





This book is dedicated to Trevor Clark McDaniel, a lamb of God.

My deep appreciation to Dr. Mary Duffy—thanks for sharing your expertise!




Contents


Cover

Title Page

Copyright

Dedication



Blossoms

Roses

Fallen Petals


Blossoms

[image: ]

WELCOME TO MRS. BARBER’S 1ST-GRADE CLASS ROOM 105, BEN FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

RULES:


1. Raise your hand to ask a question.

2. Take turns.

3. No hitting, no shoving, no talking.

4. Bring notebook to school every day.

5. Be kind to each other.



September 7

Dear Melinda Skye,

Thank you for sharing your snack. You are very pretty.

Signed,
your friend,
Jesse Rose

September 7

Dear Jesse Rose,

Thank you. I have new shoes. Do you like them?

Your friend,
Melinda Skye

October 1

Dear Melinda,

I don’t like school. But I like you. Do you like me?

Your friend,
Jesse

October 1

Dear Jesse,

I like you. But I like school. Reading is the best part.

Your friend,
Melinda

October 2

Dear Melinda,

The best part of school is seeing you.

Your very good friend, 
Jesse

P.S. I like baseball. I want to play for the Braves. They are my favorite team.

October 3

Dear Jesse,

I like ballet. I take classes and want to be a real ballerina. I will be famous.

Your friend,
Melinda

October 21

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Rose,

I’m afraid that Jesse must be placed on an “in-room” suspension from recess for the next three days for fighting on the playground. Although he has assured me that he “only socked Toby Gillman in the nose because he shoved Melinda Skye off the swing,” as his teacher, I can’t allow physical attacks on fellow students to occur. Please understand that I think Jesse is a good child. He has never disrupted the class until this unfortunate incident. As you are aware, this school system has a zero-tolerance policy regarding physical violence, and therefore Jesse must be punished for his aggressive act toward another student. Please call our principal if you have any questions regarding Jesse’s suspension. Be assured that Toby is receiving the same punishment for shoving Melinda.

Sincerely,
Nancy Barber

October 22

Mrs. Barber,

Jesse has told his father and me that he will not hit Toby again “UNLESS Toby hurts Melinda.” We’ve always tried to instill a sense of right and wrong in our son, and he knows that hitting others is wrong. For some reason, Jesse has formed an attachment to Melinda and feels a need to defend her—like some kind of mini-Lancelot. We understand and accept his punishment and are confident that he will behave in the future if Toby behaves.

Sincerely,
Ann Rose


Dear Jesse,

Thank you for punching Toby for me. I am sorry you have to miss recess, but I will sit with you at lunch all next week because you are my hero.

Friends forever,
Melinda




December 4

Dear Melinda,

I made this picture for you. It’s me playing baseball and you watching. Do you like it?

Jesse




December 5

Dear Jesse,

I like the picture a lot!!!!! I put it in my room.

Melinda



An Invitation

To: Jesse Rose

From: Melinda Skye

Date: December 16, Friday

Time: 7:30 P.M.

Place: Memorial Auditorium

Jesse—Melinda wants you to come watch her dance in the “Nutcracker Suite” next weekend. She is one of the cherubs in the dance company and will be in the front row. Perhaps your parents will bring you, and after the performance, you can all come backstage and say hello.

Elana Skye (Melinda’s mom)

[Transcript from the VCR of Leonard and Elana Skye. Scene of backstage bedlam as girls dressed in tutus and leotards scurry around shrieking and giggling.]

OFF-CAMERA VOICE OF LEONARD SKYE: Slow down, Princess. There’s somebody here to see you.

[Camera swings around to show Jesse and his parents. Jesse walks over to Melinda, hands her a pink rose wrapped in tissue.]

JESSE: I liked … I mean, you danced real good. I stayed awake the whole time!

MELINDA [giggles]: A rose? For me? [Glances up at camera] Look, Daddy, Jesse brought me a rose. A rose from a Rose. [Giggles again]

ELANA [Steps into camera shot, bends down]: This is just beautiful. How thoughtful, Jesse. [Looks up] Thank you for bringing him.

[Camera swings and shot widens to include Jesse’s smiling parents.]

ANN ROSE: He saw that on television … you know, the part about giving an actress, or dancer in this case, a bouquet of roses after the final curtain. He insisted he bring roses for Melinda.

JOHN ROSE: I took him to the florist and he bought it with his own money.

VOICE OF JESSE: That’s why there’s just one. They cost a whole lot!

[Camera swings around and zooms in on Jesse’s face as all adults laugh off-camera.]

ELANA: What do you say to Jesse, honey?

MELINDA: Thank you a whole bunch. [Throws arms around Jesse and kisses him wetly on the cheek. Adults laugh. Jesse’s eyes widen. Camera pulls back and kids wave at lens.]

[Fade to Black]
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Memo

To: All Parents

From: Nancy Barber

Date: May 20

To commemorate the end of the school year, we will hold a small “graduation” ceremony on Friday, the last day of classes. All family members are invited to this ceremony, which will be held at 3 P.M. in the cafeteria. Please plan to attend if at all possible. I am proud of each student and want everyone to have a sense of a job well done!

Report cards will go out within two weeks of the end of classes. Have a wonderful summer!

May 23

Dear Melinda,

I will miss you very much all summer. I will write to you, OK? My mom said it is all right with her if your mom says I can. Will you miss me too?

Jesse

P.S. Can I be your boyfriend? Like a REAL boyfriend, not just a boy who is a friend?

May 23

Dear Jesse,

Yes, I will miss you. Yes, let’s write. I am going to dance camp in July. I am going to visit my Grandma in Florida in August. I love her bunches and bunches. See you next year!

Melinda

P.S. My mom says I have to wait longer before I can have a real boyfriend. But thank you for asking.

P.P.S. If I could have a boyfriend, I would pick you!

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Skye,

Melinda has been a pleasure as a student. She’s bright and outgoing with a delightful sunny disposition. Her love of reading and writing points to her being a stellar student with great success in the classroom. She is well able to express herself in writing, and if her dream of being a dancer doesn’t pan out, I think she’ll make a wonderful writer someday!

Sincerely,
Nancy Barber

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Rose,

Jesse is a kind and thoughtful boy with a big heart and a well-honed sense of caring. His test scores indicate that he’s a very capable student, and I expect him to do well in the remainder of his school years. Although he can sometimes be shy and reserved, he knows what he wants and works hard to achieve his goals. I must say, he certainly has note-passing down to a science!

Sincerely,
Nancy Barber

June 12

Dear Elana,

Since school ended, Jesse has been bugging me to invite Melinda over so they can play. He says he misses her and doesn’t want to wait until school starts before he sees her again. Can I pick her up Wednesday morning? Or, if you’d like, come for coffee around ten, and we’ll have a visit while they play. I so enjoyed your company in our shared room-mother duties last year and would like to catch up and talk about next year. Some changes are in the wind for the Rose family.

Ann
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June 15

Dear Ann,

After our visit and talk the other day, I strongly wanted to write you some words of encouragement. Also, it’s so difficult to talk with the kids hanging around, and as you said, you really don’t want Jesse to know what’s going on just yet.

First of all, every marriage has problems, so don’t think that the situation between you and John is hopeless. I’m glad you’ve found a good counselor. Perhaps, in time, John will join you in therapy. Few problems get solved unless a couple works hard on them together.

Your getting a job when school starts seems like a good idea. I know it isn’t easy to return to the workforce when you feel “underqualified and undereducated,” but as you noted, we don’t always get to do what we want.

Jesse is bright and so very nice. He’ll weather the change. And Lenny and I will be circumspect about you and John around Melinda so that she doesn’t ask Jesse questions he can’t answer.

Remember, I’m here for you. Lenny and I will help however we can.

Elana

August 10

Dear Jesse,

Today we went to Walt Disney World. It’s really fun, but I wish you were here to go on the rides with me. You’d like my grandma too. She’s been sick, but she is feeling better now. Please don’t be too worried about your mom and dad.

Parents argue. It’s normal. I’ll be home before school starts.

Melinda

You’re Invited!!!!

Who: Melinda Skye, age 8

What: A Birthday Party

When: August 31, 3:00 P.M.

Where: Melinda’s house

(Jesse, please come to my party because you are my best friend.)

Dear Jesse,

The music box you gave me is my favorite thing. Thank you a whole bunch. I know it must be tough, but don’t let Toby tease you about coming to my house after school now that your mom is at work. I know it isn’t much fun for you when I have dance class, but that’s only three days a week. The other days we have lots to do. I’ll get better at Nintendo. Maybe even beat you someday! Your idea of building a tree house is great. My dad said he would help us. And he will, too, because he always keeps his promises.

Melinda

September 12

Thank you for the baseball cards for my birthday. I did not invite you to a party, because I did not have one. Life is not very happy around my house. Coming to your house after school is great for me because it’s fun. I am glad we are still best friends. I wish my mom and dad were happy like your mom and dad. You made my birthday a good one anyway. Thanks, Melinda.

Jesse

Greetings from the Atlanta Skyes!

Another year finds us all well and happy. We’ll begin with Lenny, who continues to earn seniority at America South Air Lines and rack up the miles as a pilot. We can’t believe he’s flown the equivalent of twice around the earth in the few years he’s been with the airline. For fun, he continues to terrorize local golfers with his formidable swing, and he says that his goal in life is to play every major course in the states before he’s fifty. (Golfers of America, you have been warned!)

I continue to chase after Melinda, who keeps me on the go with her ballet classes and school projects. Between helping sew costumes at the dance studio and running publicity for the upcoming presentation of The Nutcracker (in which Melinda will dance in the corps), I haven’t had time to catch my breath this fall. I also chaired the autumn auction and fund-raiser for the local children’s hospital. I’m pleased to say we met our goal! In fact, they’ve asked me to chair the event again next year, and of course I said yes.

As for Melinda, she’s loving school, dance and more dance. We never dreamed she’d stick with it the way she has, but she’s been fanatical about becoming a ballerina since she was five, so what can we do except support her?

My mom, in Florida, continues to decline in health, but she won’t move into a care facility no matter how much I beg. She says, “I don’t want to live in one of those. They’re full of old people.”

Sure hope this finds all our friends and family happy and healthy and ready to take on the New Year. Peace on Earth!

The Skyes

March 12

Dear Jesse,

I am very sorry you fell out of the tree house and broke your arm. Mom says that we can’t play Batman and Batgirl up in the tree anymore. I guess we should have waited for my dad to tie the rope on the branch, because our knot wasn’t a good one. My mom will make you good lunches while you stay at my house so your mother can go to work, and I’ll bring your homework every day until you can come back to school. I think your cast is kind of neat. Thanks for letting me be the first to sign it. Please don’t let Toby sign it. He’s mean.

Melinda, your (Bat) friend

Elana and Lenny,

How can I thank you enough for all the help you’ve given me this school year? I wouldn’t have made it without you, and neither would Jesse. He talks about Melinda and both of you constantly. You are so kind to include him in your family outings. And your offer to let him spend the summer at your house while I work is overwhelmingly generous. With my family way out in California, and John’s in New York, I really don’t have anyone to watch my son, and a day care center isn’t where he wants to be.

As you know, John and I are separating. I’m not sure what I’ll do when third grade begins in the fall, but something will work out one way or another. I feel blessed that you are so generous and kind to us.

As ever,
Ann

November 2

Dear Grandma,

Third grade is fun. Lots more homework, but I like my new teacher. My friend Jesse and I are in different classrooms this year, but he still comes over after school and we do our homework together. Guess what? Jesse now can sleep over when his mom goes out of town, because Mom fixed up the room in the basement. Jesse’s mom went to California this week, so Jesse’s staying with us, and it’s fun to do homework and go to school together. He’s better than a brother, I’m sure.

Here’s really good news! Mrs. Houston picked ME to dance the part of Clara in The Nutcracker this year. You know how much I love to dance. Someday I will be a famous ballerina, so stay healthy so you can come see me when I get to dance on the great stage.

For Halloween, me and Jesse dressed up like Frankenstein (Jesse) and Miss Piggy (me). Mom stuffed my leotard with foam padding and Dad made a pig snout for me. Mom took pictures and said she’ll send some to you. Jesse and I cleaned up in the candy department. We got a ton. But don’t worry, I won’t eat it all (at once … ha-ha). Did a lot of kids knock on your door? I still like little bags of chocolate kisses best.

Well, I guess that’s it for now. I’ll write again real soon.

XXXOOO
Melinda

P.S. I LOVE the diary you gave me for my birthday, and I write in it every night. When I’ve filled it up, I’m getting another one! It feels great to write down my feelings.

Seasons Greetings

Dear friends and family,

It’s hard to begin a holiday letter on a sad note, but I must. After eleven years of marriage, John and I have agreed to split. This has not been an easy decision for either of us, but it is a necessary one.

Our house is on the market, and over the holidays Jesse and I will be moving to Santa Cruz, where we will live in the house I grew up in. I’m so glad I didn’t sell it after my dad died last year. It should be a good place to resettle, and I have plans for us once we’re there. I will work and also attend college so I can earn credits toward a degree in education. John has already moved out. He’s taken a position with a company in New York.

Our new address is on the envelope of this letter and on the enclosed sheet. Our e-mail address remains the same. Please keep us in your thoughts. I must admit, Jesse is having a very hard time with all of this. But what child wouldn’t? Maybe next year life will look brighter for us.

We still send our best wishes for a happy holiday!

Ann and Jesse



TO: Ballerina Girl


Subject: New Home



I am in California, but I don’t like it here.
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