
[image: Cover for Football World Cup 2026]



[image: Puffin Books]




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Founded by brothers Milo and Louis, 5ive Guys FC have risen to become one of the most watched football channels on YouTube, with a rapidly growing online audience of over 1 million across YouTube and Instagram.

Based in North London, where they all grew up playing football together, the team has grown from five members to a super squad, and a crew of global fans of all ages. Mixing the ups and downs of football matches, fun-filled challenges, original music and comedy, the boys have amassed over 162 million views and counting.

Football World Cup 2026: The 5ive Guys FC Guide is their first book.
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WRITE-ON PAGES


Any references to ‘writing in this book’ refer to the original printed version.

Readers should write on a separate piece of paper in these instances.
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To the 5ive Guys FC fans, for all your amazing support over the years!




[image: Chapter header, Chapter 1: 5ive Guys FC and Building the Dream Team]

[image: ]
‘5ive Guys FC are just that YouTube team that plays in purple,’ is what you might be thinking. But trust me, we are more than just a team; we’re a movement. When you see a football getting zipped between a team of inseparable purple soldiers who have each other’s backs through the highs and lows, you can’t help but smile. This reminds me of one of my quotes – ‘If the pitch be a blank canvas, then we shall paint it purple.’

Oh, and hi, by the way. I’m Oscar, the team gaffer and the man who will be guiding you through this book. Thanks for picking it up. A true fan. You’re in for a treat!

You might have gathered this from the front cover already, but this book is all about the beautiful game’s most important tournament – the World Cup – and about us, 5ive Guys FC. We are an unruly band of brothers, both real-life and not-actual brothers, and we’ve gone from messing around as kids, playing football as we grew up together, to now playing online in front of millions of viewers. I know, I know – wild!

[image: Portrait of Oscar posing with the call me gesture on both hands.]
And we are more excited than literally anyone about the 2026 World Cup!

This book is going to be your epic interactive companion to the ultimate footballing prize and the biggest tournament in the world.

Join us as we profile the biggest superstar football players in the world right now (including the GOATs), assess the different teams’ chances, and give you plenty of room to record your predicted scores for each match, plus interactive activities – and most importantly, we pick our 2026 World Cup Dream Team! Basically, this book is your one-way ticket to enjoying your most informed and exciting World Cup yet!

We all speak the language of football. It’s a way of life. Anyone can play, and we want to show you that everyone is welcome. I’ll be introducing you to each chapter and asking the tough questions to Louis, Milo, Adrian andBarney. So before we embark on our deep dive of all things World Cup, let’s start with a gentle warm-up on all things 5ive Guys FC …
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POSITION: Goalkeeper

SHIRT NUMBER: 30

BOOTS: Skechers Electrum Boots

PRE-MATCH SONG: ‘Hit Me Up’ by 5ive Guys FC ft. Milo Rusi

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS:

I am best at saving penalties. I am the worst at keeping a clean sheet.

FUNNIEST MOMENT PLAYING FOR 5IVE GUYS FC:

Playing in the first ever ‘Slip ’n’ Slide World Cup’. I lost in the final, but slide tackling the boys on a soap-filled bouncy castle football pitch is always fun!

FAVOURITE WORLD CUP MEMORY:

I was watching Argentina vs Mexico in the Qatar World Cup group stage in 2022. Argentina were drawing 0–0, which would see them exit the competition in Messi’s last World Cup. They were playing terribly. Messi was going home; I was in tears. Then in the 65th minute, Ángel Di María found Lionel Messi with a ball into the middle, who took one touch out of his body, and then on that magical left foot, he drilled it from 25 yards into the bottom corner, against the World Cup’s best goalkeeper, Guillermo Ochoa. Everyone erupted from their seats, I was in MORE tears than before, it was the best feeling I have ever felt from football. It felt like a 5ive Guys FC story in real life. Argentina won 2–0 and then of course went on to win the World Cup. It was incredible.

ONE BOLD FOOTBALL OPINION YOU WILL NOT BACK DOWN FROM:

Lionel Messi is a MILLION times better than Ronaldo.
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POSITION: Attacker. I wear the number 10 shirt. The number 10 is famous in football – it has been worn by so many greats – Messi, Neymar, Maradona, Ronaldinho, Rooney, Mbappé … Even the most creative players today wear the shirt number – look at Lamine Yamal!

SHIRT NUMBER: 10

BOOTS: I like to play in boots that have a story. I usually wear F50 Adizero football boots because they were the boots that Messi wore in his prime – when I wear them, I feel more like Messi and more confident dribbling around defenders.

However, in one game disaster struck! I left my boots at home! I had a look in the lost and found section at the football pitch venue. It was destiny … size 7 boots left behind and now mine to wear for the day. They fit perfectly! Every touch felt right, every shot was a rocket! I scored three goals – a hat-trick. In that moment, I felt I hadn’t chosen the lost and found boots … the lost and found boots had chosen me.

PRE-MATCH SONG: ‘Hit Me Up’ – the 5ive Guys FC line-up song! A song that I actually wrote and is sung by me!

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS: My best attribute is my finishing and goalscoring, as I have scored the most goals for 5ive Guys FC, with 165. Another secret weapon of mine is ‘the Milo press’ – a special way of tackling that makes it impossible for any defender to escape.

FUNNIEST MOMENT PLAYING FOR 5IVE GUYS FC:

Our Slip ’n’ Slide football tournament, every time! Imagine the World Cup but played on a wet, slippery surface and on a bouncy castle! Maybe one day they will make an official Slip ’n’ Slide World Cup.

FAVOURITE WORLD CUP MEMORY: My favourite World Cup memory is France vs Argentina in the 2022 World Cup final. It was a brilliant game that nobody will ever forget. I was desperate to see Messi win his first World Cup. But when Mbappé scored a hat-trick, the game was turned on its head! After 120 minutes of pure drama, the match went to penalties and Messi was finally crowned the official GOAT. I wonder if the World Cup final will be as exciting this year?!

HOW TO DO THE MILO PRESS

When the defender receives the ball, run at them as fast as you can to scare them, forcing them to make a mistake!

There are many well-known pressing tactics, such as the gegenpress made famous by football manager Jürgen Klopp. This is a high-intensity football tactic where a team, immediately after losing the ball, swarms around the opponent to win it back quickly, ideally in the opponent’s half. However, in my opinion, I think the Milo press might be the strongest press to exist!!
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POSITION: My best position is left wing or striker. My insane speed and agility combined with my dribbling and lethal finishing means that when I am one vs one with a defender, I am completely unstoppable. People say I play like Marcus Rashford, which makes sense as he’s been my player inspiration in recent years.

SHIRT NUMBER: 11

BOOTS: Blue Nike Mercurial Vapor 16 Elite. I have had 100 per cent shot accuracy with these so far.

PRE-MATCH SONG: ‘Wonderman’ by Tinie Tempah

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS: My best football strength is my shooting. I’m deadly in front of goal. My weakness is headers.

FUNNIEST MOMENT PLAYING FOR 5IVE GUYS FC:

The funniest moment playing for 5ive Guys FC was when Theo, one of our best players, embarrassed one of our rivals, Volkan, by nutmegging him (playing the ball through his legs) twice. I have never seen anything so humiliating!

FAVOURITE WORLD CUP MEMORY:

My favourite World Cup memory comes from watching my favourite Spanish player from the past, Cesc Fàbregas, assist my dad’s favourite player, Andrés Iniesta, to win the 2010 World Cup final against the Netherlands 1–0 in extra time. Although going into the tournament we may have wanted a different nation to win the World Cup (England), we celebrated that beautiful Iniesta goal like we were Spanish superfans – you couldn’t help but appreciate the phenomenal football Spain were playing at the time and how historic that goal was for them.

ONE BOLD FOOTBALL OPINION YOU WILL NOT BACK DOWN FROM:

I think that Mikel Arteta, Arsenal FC’s current manager, is the second-best manager in the world currently behind Pep Guardiola, and will end his managerial career as one of the best managers the Premier League has ever seen.
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POSITION: Defender. I have always liked tackling and using my strength and speed. I loved to slide tackle when I was younger and over time got used to staying back to defend my team’s goal.

SHIRT NUMBER: 4

BOOTS: I always wear Puma boots!

PRE-MATCH SONG: ‘Superstar’ by Lupe Fiasco

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS:

My strength is of course defending and blocking shots! However, I am the worst at scoring goals …

FUNNIEST MOMENT PLAYING FOR 5IVE GUYS FC:

Definitely losing to a bunch of fourteen-year-olds at a tournament that we should have won. We went into the game way too confident and immediately let two goals in … whoops!

FAVOURITE WORLD CUP MEMORY:

I remember doing a sweepstake in Year Six on the morning of the 2010 World Cup. I was so excited and really wanted to draw Spain, because they were arguably the best team in the world at the time. As we drew the random countries from the hat, I saw all the best countries being taken. I got Honduras and was disappointed as I didn’t know any players from that country. I think I went home and cried.

ONE BOLD FOOTBALL OPINION YOU WILL NOT BACK DOWN FROM:

Neymar of Brazil in his prime was better than R9 – the original Ronaldo from Brazil!
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POSITION: Some people forget that ‘the gaffer’ used to play. I’d like to say I’m a jack of all trades and a master of none, always available to play in any given position. I was known for my work rate and enjoyed playing anywhere in the forward line. I won’t be remembered as the most talented player at the club, but I certainly gave my all every time I was called upon. I bleed purple!

SHIRT NUMBER: As a player, I wore the number 27 because it’s the number I wore when I joined my first football team at eleven years old. I’ve never let it go; some numbers just stick around.

PRE-MATCH RITUAL OR SONG: For those who remember when I started as manager, they’ll know I carry around a lucky five pence coin. The coin was given to me by the mythical cameraman, Alex, who has been a father figure to me at 5ive Guys FC from the days when I played until now. In the changing rooms we usually listen to ‘Waiting on a Miracle’, written and composed by Sean Millis. The song never fails to get the team in the zone! Did you know that he appears in one of our videos, too?

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS: Some people have called me a modern-day philosopher, as I am able to motivate players using my inspirational quotes. That’s one of my best strengths, as my quotes unite the players and the fans, and spur the boys on to give everything. One thing I struggle with is staying in my technical area when we score. I can’t help myself; I just have to celebrate with my players.

FAVOURITE WORLD CUP MEMORY: During the 2010 World Cup, I watched a twenty-year-old German wonderkid light up the competition. His name was Thomas Müller, and he called himself the Raumdeuter, which translates to ‘space interpreter’. The way he played the game inspired me. He covered so much of the pitch and was so clever with his movement. This birthed the early prototype of the ‘defensive striker’ position. Fast forward to today and the influence of Thomas Müller lives on through my defensive striker, the living legend that is Milo.

ONE BOLD FOOTBALL OPINION YOU WILL NOT BACK DOWN FROM: One bold opinion that I’ve always held strong is that if Messi ever joins 5ive Guys FC, he wouldn’t start over Milo because the Milo press is too powerful.


[image: ANY GIVEN POSITION]
[image: HOW DID THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL START?]

LOUIS:

The idea appeared to me in a dream … It didn’t really, but that would’ve been a cool story! 5ive Guys FC started back in 2018 with a few friends who love football, including: Adrian (our fastest player), Barney (who’s our star centre-back), Milo (our GOAT, or ‘Greatest of all Time’ and owner of the ‘Milo Shuffle’ celebration) and myself (goalkeeper, Ballon d’Or winner and commentator). We didn’t have a manager, and every good team needs a manager! Oscar joined as the gaffer and has been with us ever since. Lots of other friends have joined, too, and we now have a squad of over fourteen players. How cool is that?

MILO:

Once upon a football pitch in north London, a group of best mates led by me and my brother Louis decided to make our weekly games even more fun by filming them on a phone just for laughs! At first, we only shared the funny clips within the team group chat, but then we thought, why not show the world?

So, we started our own YouTube channel called 5IVE GUYS FC and uploaded our goals, skills and silly moments for everyone to enjoy. At first, not many people watched, but then one video exploded, and suddenly supporters all around the world were tuning in to watch us play and cheering us on in our matches.

P.S. I realize I have just revealed one of the big 5ive Guys FC mysteries …

Me and Louis are BROTHERS. But keep this secret. Got it?
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ADRIAN:

Football is everything to me. Some of my happiest moments in my life have come from playing football, and through it I’ve gained some of the closest relationships I have now. I’ve found a sense of belonging, it’s provided me with a purpose, enabled me to stay disciplined and pushed me to never give up even when things get tough. Through football, I’ve grown as a person, and it’s given me confidence to do whatever I want in life. Football isn’t just a sport I play; it’s part of who I am.

BARNEY:

Football has and will always be my favourite thing. I love playing it and watching it. It’s my favourite way to unwind when I’m stressed and a great way to stay connected with friends.

LOUIS:

Football is LIFE! From playing football at 5ive Guys FC to watching the team I support, Liverpool, or supporting Lionel Messi on the world stage – there is nothing else that gives me the same feelings that football does.

MILO:

Football is not just a game; it is a lifestyle! There is no better feeling than scoring a goal. I would know, as I am the top goalscorer in 5ive Guys FC history!

Although, Barney would probably tell you there is no better feeling than making a goal-saving tackle. And Louis would probably tell you there is no better feeling than making a last-minute save.

OSCAR:

Football is electric. It entices me like nothing else. Whether I’m watching, playing, reading about it or tasting it (maybe not tasting), it brings me joy and peace. Just holding a football in my hands, I can feel its energy, knowing that this object can change lives, bring people together and create moments that live forever.
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ADRIAN:

At four years old watching Arsenal. Cesc Fàbregas, the Spanish legend, caught my attention and made me fall in love with the game. Even though he was just a teenager himself, the way Fàbregas passed, dribbled and scored crucial goals inspired me.

BARNEY:

It was so long ago, I can’t even remember exactly. I just remember watching football with my dad on the sofa. That’s when I fell in love with Liverpool FC.

LOUIS:

I was a kid playing in the garden with my dad and my brother Milo. We would play for hours, but the minute it was ‘last goal wins’, the fights would start. Milo would cheat and I’d cry.

MILO:

I was eight years old watching Fernando Torres score for Liverpool week in, week out. I’d watch the game on TV, then go straight into the garden and try to recreate the goals. I’d tell Louis to go in goal and I’d score a hundred a day. I’m not sure if I would score so many against Louis these days, though!

OSCAR:

I fell in love with tactical analysis at eleven years old. I wanted to become the youngest manager to ever grace the sport. From that moment, I started developing my footballing brain.
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LOUIS:

We played a game against a group of friends, or ‘frenemies’, from our school. It was the last game before we all left school and we decided, for a laugh, to allow SLIDE TACKLES … It was CHAOS! We won in the last minute – it was incredible! The video ended up getting 50,000 views in a month, and we felt on top of the world. Now we have over 165 million views!

MILO:

Yeah, we allowed slide tackles on a five-a-side pitch … and things got intense! Challenges flying in left, right and centre. It was a crazy match with 5ive Guys FC the comeback kings after coming back from conceding seven goals to win the game 10–7.

People were excited by this young, exhilarating football team and the comment section was full of people saying, ‘Who are these guys? I love them.’ We couldn’t believe it!

[image: WHEN WE STARTED GETTING RECOGNIZED BY FANS]

ADRIAN:

It was just after that game we allowed slide tackles in, back in 2020. The video went viral as it was the CRAZIEST video we had recorded at that point. A week after the video had dropped, I popped into my local pharmacist, whose eyes lit up the second I walked in. He knew exactly what my name was and had watched all the videos on the channel within the last week. It was a great conversation and it was one I’ll never ever forget. He was a massive fan of the channel, and I hope Richard is still watching to this day. And maybe even reading this book … Hi, Richard!
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ADRIAN:

The World Cup is the biggest and most entertaining sporting competition in the world. Billions of people from different cultures all share one dream: their country winning the tournament. Players carry their nation’s pride and history. That produces unforgettable moments full of passion and emotion.

BARNEY:

The World Cup brings everyone together, even people who don’t normally watch football. It unites the world. I love that there are lots of matches on TV during the day when it’s on.

LOUIS:

It is the BIGGEST sporting tournament in the world! Last time the undisputed GOAT, Lionel Messi, won his first ever World Cup with Argentina, in what will be remembered as the greatest game in sporting history – the Argentina vs France World Cup final! Argentina took a two-goal lead, and looked to be running away with it, but ‘giant killer’ Kylian Mbappé pulled France back into it in incredible fashion. After extra time it ended 3–3, both Messi and Mbappé having scored again. Either team could’ve won this game, but it was Leo’s to take home after winning a penalty shoot-out. The game of all games!

MILO:

It’s the biggest football event in the world!! Apart from the 5ive Guys FC Division One final in 2025, of course.
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