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Introduction

For a century, Winnie the Pooh has been a small bear with a very large place in the world’s heart. His legacy begins in A.A. Milne’s captivating books and blossoms further through the creative brilliance of Walt Disney and his studio artists. The original stories were an immediate sensation, selling over 35,000 copies in the UK and 150,000 in the US by the end of 1926, and ultimately surpassing 20 million copies in the decades that followed. From those early triumphs grew a wide and wonderful legacy that would make Pooh one of the most recognizable characters in the world.

Disney’s acquisition of the character rights in 1961 propelled Pooh to unprecedented global fame. Through films, television series, and an ever-expanding world of merchandise, the company transformed the gentle-natured little bear into one of its most beloved characters by the mid-1990s. Winnie the Pooh’s cultural reach continued to widen: the Latin translation Winnie Ille Pu became an unlikely bestseller – the only Latin book to appear on The New York Times Best Seller List, where it remained for five months – and in 2006 Pooh received his own star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, a rare honour for a fictional character.

Today, the stories of Pooh and his friends have been translated into more than 50 languages and are cherished for capturing the simple joys of childhood and for their timeless lessons of friendship, which speak as powerfully to adults as to children.
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[image: ] Winnie the Pooh’s star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame celebrates his lasting impact on generations of readers and viewers.





Each year, thousands of visitors from all over the world travel to The New York Public Library to see Christopher Robin’s original stuffed animals – Pooh, Piglet, Eeyore, Tigger, and Kanga. Like Charles Schulz’s Peanuts, Winnie the Pooh and his friends have seeped so deeply into global popular culture that they’ve become part of our shared vocabulary: Tigger represents irrepressible enthusiasm; Eeyore speaks to our world-weary, more melancholy moods; Pooh embodies mindful simplicity, Piglet nervous bravery, Rabbit orderly fussing, and Owl well-meant (if overconfident) advice. These metaphors endure because Milne and Disney shaped characters who feel both simple and true.

For adults who grew up with the stories and animations, and for younger enthusiasts just begining their Pooh adventures, this book is intended as a shared celebration. Within its lavishly illustrated pages, it surveys every aspect of Pooh’s enduring appeal, tracing the creative artistry behind the original stories and the early Disney interpretations. Drawing on animation storyboards, charming concept artwork, and evocative memorabilia, it reveals how Pooh and his friends have taken shape over the decades. The exploration then follows the characters’ evolution across film and television – from the classic hand-drawn animations to puppetry productions and modern CGI – before turning to Pooh’s much-loved presence in the Disney parks and his status as a global icon. Readers of all ages are invited to rediscover the magic, humour, and simple wisdom of the bear who, even a hundred years later, continues to enchant the world.

Simon Beecroft
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[image: ] Artwork created for the original theatrical release poster to promote Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree (1966).
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1870s–1920s

Born in 1882 in London, A.A. Milne began his career writing humorous essays and light verse for Punch magazine, eventually becoming its assistant editor. He gained recognition as a playwright and novelist throughout the 1910s and 1920s, served in World War I, and wrote successful stage works afterward. By 1929, he was internationally celebrated for creating Winnie the Pooh and for his versatile literary output.
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[image: ] With his reputation established in the 1920s, A.A. Milne appeared on a set of “Famous British Authors” cigarette cards issued by W.D. & H.O. Wills in 1939.





1879

10 December: Ernest Howard Shepard born in St. John’s Wood, London




1882

18 January: Alan Alexander Milne born in Kilburn, London

Milne attends Henley House School, a small independent school where his father was headmaster, from birth until around 11 years of age




1893

Milne joins Westminster School in London as a Queen’s Scholar




1900

Milne wins a place at Trinity College, Cambridge, on a mathematics scholarship, graduating in 1903




1904

Milne starts contributing to leading British humour magazine Punch




1906

Milne is appointed assistant editor of Punch




1910

The first collection of Milne’s Punch magazine articles, The Day’s Play, is published; it is followed by The Holiday Round in 1912, Once a Week in 1914, and The Sunny Side in 1921




1913

June: Milne and Dorothy “Daphne” de Sélincourt are married in Bayswater, London




1915

Milne joins the British Army during World War I and serves as an officer in the Royal Warwickshire Regiment




1916

July–November: Milne serves on the Somme as a signals officer, but catches trench fever and is invalided back to England




1917

Milne’s first children’s book (“…for grown-ups”), Once on a Time, is published



Milne recruited into military intelligence and writes propaganda articles until 1918

Milne’s first play, Wurzel-Flummery, is performed in London


1919

1 December: Milne’s play, Mr. Pim Passes By, is first performed and becomes his breakthrough theatrical hit




1920

21 August: Milne’s son Christopher Robin is born in Chelsea, London




1921

21 August: Christopher Robin is given a teddy bear (Winnie the Pooh) from Harrods in London on his first birthday




1922

April: Milne’s successful detective novel, The Red House Mystery, is published




1924

February: Not yet known as Pooh, “Mr Edward Bear” made his first appearance in a poem, “Teddy Bear,” published in Punch magazine



November: Milne’s first collection of children’s poems, When We Were Very Young, is published, with illustrations by E.H. Shepard; the poem “Teddy Bear” is included in the collection


1925

Milne buys Cotchford Farm, located 56 km (35 miles) from London in Hartfield, East Sussex. The nearby Ashdown Forest will inspire the setting for the Pooh stories



Milne’s A Gallery of Children, a collection of short stories for children with illustrations by Dutch illustrator Henriette Willebeek Le Mair, is published

December: Pooh makes his first named appearance, in Milne’s story, “The Wrong Sort of Bees”, published in the Christmas Eve edition of the London Evening News


1926

October: Winnie-the-Pooh is published




1927

October: Milne’s second collection of children’s poems, Now We Are Six, is published
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[image: ] Pooh puzzles over twice eleven in E.H. Shepard’s pencil sketch for A.A. Milne’s poem “Us Two”, which would appear in Now We Are Six, published in 1927.






1928

October: The House at Pooh Corner is published




1929

Milne adapts Kenneth Grahame’s novel The Wind in the Willows for the stage as Toad of Toad Hall
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1930s–1950s

The Winnie the Pooh franchise grows through new editions, gift books, merchandise, and global translations. In 1930, American entrepreneur Stephen Slesinger licenses US and Canadian rights, transforming Pooh into a prominent character through toys, books, and early media adaptations. By the late 1950s, this sustained popularity sets the stage for Disney’s 1961 acquisition of major rights.
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[image: ] Sewn, stitched, and painted by hand – Agnes Brush’s delightful Tigger soft toy, dating from the 1940s.







1930

Christopher Robin leaves for boarding school

Stephen Slesinger acquires the US and Canadian merchandising, television, radio, and other rights to the Winnie the Pooh characters

The first Christopher Robin Birthday Book, designed to record birthdays and decorated with quotes, verses, and illustrations from the classic stories, is published; many more would follow




1931

The first theatrical adaptation of Winnie the Pooh, licensed by Stephen Slesinger and presented by Sue Hastings Marionettes, is performed at the Guild Theater in New York; the show toured the country for several years

A.A. Milne makes his first and only visit to the US, to promote his adult novel, Two People, although jornalists mostly ask him about Winnie the Pooh and Christopher Robin




1932

Pooh appears in his trademark red shirt on the sleeve of Winnie-the-Pooh Songs, a vinyl record album
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[image: ] A.A. Milne and Christopher Robin Milne in a 1932 publicity portrait by society photographer Yvonne Gregory.






1934

Milne publishes Peace with Honour, a plea for pacifism inspired by his experiences in World War I




1938

The first foreign editions of Winnie-the-Pooh and The House at Pooh Corner appear in Poland, translated by poet Irena Tuwim




1939

January: Milne publishes It’s Too Late Now: The Autobiography of a Writer

Milne becomes a captain in the British Home Guard during World War II




1940

Milne’s pamphlet War with Honour is published




1942

Christopher Robin Milne joins the British Army and is commissioned into the Royal Corps of Signals, serving in the Middle East where he attained the rank of Lieutenant




1947

The real Winnie the Pooh toys tour the US






1948

Agnes Brush starts making Winnie the Pooh toys

24 July: Christopher Robin marries his first cousin, Lesley de Sélincourt




1952

Milne suffers a stroke and brain surgery that leaves him an invalid; he retires to Cotchford Farm




1953

E.H. Shepard leaves Punch




1956

31 January: Milne dies, aged 74, at his home in Hartfield

August: The real Pooh and friends are put on display at E.P. Dutton & Co. Publishers in New York City
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1960s–1970s

After acquiring the rights in 1961, Disney reshapes Winnie the Pooh into a major screen and merchandising property. A series of popular theatrical featurettes establishes the familiar Disney look, voices, and musical style. These shorts are later compiled into The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh (1977). By the 1970s, merchandise and television exposure firmly cement Pooh as a core Disney brand.
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[image: ] An animation story sketch from Winnie the Pooh and Tigger Too (1974).







NOTE: All movie dates refer to US general releases

1961

Walt Disney acquires the rights for Winnie the Pooh and story work begins on the first animation




1963

May: Dedicated production work begins on what will become the first Pooh featurette




1966

February: Walt Disney’s first animated featurette, Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree, is released

15 December: Walt Disney dies at the age of 65 in Burbank, California
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[image: ] A visual development illustration from Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree (1966).








1968

December: Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day, the second featurette, is released




1969

April: Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day wins the Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film; Wolfgang Reitherman, the film’s director, accepts the award on Walt Disney’s behalf

August: Christopher Robin’s original toys make a temporary visit back to England for an exhibition of E.H. Shepard’s drawings, on the occasion of the illustrator’s 90th birthday

Vinni-Pukh (Winnie the Pooh), a Soviet-made animated film, is released, followed by two sequels in 1971 and 1972
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[image: ] Toy maker Sweet Box issued Vinni Pukh figurines in 2018.








1973

Winnie-the-Pooh is published in a new edition with colour illustrations by Ernest H. Shepard




1974

December: The third Disney animated featurette, Winnie the Pooh and Tigger Too, is released






1976

24 March: E.H. Shepard dies in Sussex, England, aged 96

The original Pooh and friends toys make their last trip to England for Winnie the Pooh’s 50th birthday arranged by Methuen & Company Publishers




1977

March: The feature film The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh is released; it combines the first three Disney-produced featurette films




1978

The Pooh Corner tea room, museum, and gift shop is established in Hartfield, England, by Mike and June Ridley, in honour of all things Winnie the Pooh

June: Launch of Disney’s Winnie the Pooh daily comic strip, which runs until early April 1988




1979

Christopher Robin unveils a memorial plaque in Ashdown Forest, commemorating the work of A.A. Milne and Shepard in creating the world of Pooh
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1980s–1990s

From 1980 to 1999, Disney greatly expanded its take on Winnie the Pooh across television, home entertainment, and merchandising. The franchise flourished on television, notably with the animated series The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh (1988–1992), which won praise and multiple awards. Numerous animated specials, books, and plush lines strengthened Pooh’s global visibility. By the late 1990s, Pooh had become one of Disney’s most profitable characters, central to parks, retail, and early digital media.
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[image: ] Eeyore floats downriver in this still from Winnie the Pooh and a Day for Eeyore (1983).







1981

Disney’s first educational film for the franchise, Winnie the Pooh Discovers the Seasons, is released




1982

Publication of New York Times bestselling The Tao of Pooh, written by Benjamin Hoff and illustrated by E.H. Shepard, which uses Pooh to explain the principles of philosophical Taoism; it was followed by The Te of Piglet in 1992




1983

March: The fourth featurette, Winnie the Pooh and a Day for Eeyore, is released by Disney

April: Live-action/puppetry-based television series, Welcome to Pooh Corner, premieres on the same day that The Disney Channel launches




1987

September: Christopher Robin’s original Pooh and friends toys are put on display in The New York Public Library




1988

January: Launch of the animated series, The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh, on The Disney Channel and network television

February: Launch of Winnie the Pooh Magazine

Christopher Robin’s original toys in The New York Public Library receive professional conservation treatment that includes vacuuming and assorted repairs
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[image: ] Pooh and friends appear in several holiday specials in the 1990s.








1991

December: Television special Winnie the Pooh and Christmas Too airs




1995

20 April: Christopher Robin Milne dies in hospital near his Devon home




1996

October: Television special Boo! To You Too, Winnie the Pooh airs on CBS






1997

August: Release of Pooh’s Grand Adventure: The Search for Christopher Robin, the franchise’s first feature film not based on the Milne stories




1998

November: TV special A Winnie the Pooh Thanksgiving airs on network television




1999

February: TV special Winnie the Pooh: A Valentine for You airs on ABC

June: The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh attraction opens in Magic Kingdom Park at Walt Disney World Resort in Florida

November: Animated film Winnie the Pooh: Seasons of Giving is released on home video; it includes A Winnie the Pooh Thanksgiving and two episodes from The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh (“Groundpiglet Day” and “Find Her, Keep Her”)
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2000s–present

The 2000s bring theatrical releases like The Tigger Movie (2000), Piglet’s Big Movie (2003), Pooh’s Heffalump Movie (2005), and Winnie the Pooh (2011). Preschool series – including My Friends Tigger and Pooh (2007–2010) – introduces new characters and CGI styles, while merchandising and theme-park presence remains strong. In the 2010s and 2020s, Pooh thrives through digital streaming, anniversary publications, and cross-media collaborations. As Pooh’s 100th birthday arrives in 2026, fans around the world honour a century of honey pots, friendships, and adventures in the Hundred Acre Wood.
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[image: ] The Hundred Acre Wood friends get ready for their 100th anniversary.







2000

February: Release of theatrical animation The Tigger Movie

September: Pooh’s Hunny Hunt attraction opens at Disneyland Tokyo




2001

January: Puppetry-based TV series The Book of Pooh premieres as part of the Playhouse Disney programming block on Disney Channel

July: Compilation film The Book of Pooh: Stories from the Heart, based on the television series and featuring six episodes, is released to VHS and DVD
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2002

November: Animated musical compilation film A Very Merry Pooh Year is released to DVD and VHS, featuring Winnie the Pooh and Christmas Too (from 1991) and a new film, Happy Pooh Year




2003

March: Theatrical release of Piglet’s Big Movie

April: The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh attraction opens at Disneyland in California




2004

March: Animated film Winnie the Pooh: Springtime with Roo is released to DVD and VHS

September: Animated educational film Winnie the Pooh 123’s is released to DVD and VHS






2005

February: Theatrical release of Pooh’s Heffalump Movie

September: Release of Pooh’s Heffalump Halloween Movie to DVD and VHS




2006

April: Winnie the Pooh receives a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, marking the 80th birthday of Milne’s creation




2009

October: Publication of Return to the Hundred Acre Wood, the first authorized sequel to the classic Pooh books




2011

July: Theatrical animated feature Winnie the Pooh is released in the US




2016

June: The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh attraction opens in Disneyland Shanghai

November: Publication of the book Winnie-the-Pooh Meets the Queen, marking the 90th anniversary of Milne’s creation of the character and the 90th birthday of the UK’s Queen Elizabeth II

October: Publication of the book The Best Bear in All the World, featuring new character, Penguin, inspired by a long-lost photograph of Milne and his son Christopher with a toy penguin




2017

October: Fox Searchlight Pictures’ feature film, Goodbye Christopher Robin is released in the US after its September release in the UK




2018

August: Disney’s live-action feature film Christopher Robin is released
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[image: ] Stuffed toys made by Steiff for Christopher Robin (2018).








2021

Winnie the Pooh: The New Musical Adaptation, a stage show with life-size puppetry, premieres at Theatre Row in New York, before touring the US, UK, Australia, Netherlands, Belgium, Japan, and Brazil




2023

August: Launch of animated TV series, Playdate with Winnie the Pooh and sister series Me & Winnie the Pooh – which take place in the same universe – on Disney Jr. and YouTube




2026

October: A.A. Milne’s book Winnie-the-Pooh celebrates its 100th anniversary
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Chapter One

In which we are introduced to Winnie the Pooh and his friends


“... the Forest will always be there ... and anybody who is Friendly with Bears can find it.”

—A.A. Milne, The House at Pooh Corner (1928)
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