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How to use this eBook

Preferred application settings

For the best reading experience, the following application settings are recommended:


	Orientation: Portrait

	Color theme: White background

	Scrolling view: [OFF]

	Text alignment: Auto-justification [OFF] (if the eBook reader has this feature)

	Auto-hyphenation: [OFF] (if the eBook reader has this feature)

	Font style: Publisher default setting [ON] (if the eBook reader has this feature)

	In Settings, change the font size to a size you are most comfortable with.

	Double-tap images in the book to open images to full screen and to be able to zoom-in and see details clearly.
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price guide



Throughout the guide the following price categories have been applied:

¡¡¡ On a budget

¡¡¡ Mid-range

¡¡¡ Splurge
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WELCOME TO

BERLIN

There’s truly nowhere else like Berlin. Home to a vibrant cultural scene, distinct and diverse neighbourhoods and an intriguing but chequered history, there’s enough here to fill the busiest of itineraries. Whatever your dream trip to Berlin includes, this DK Mini Map and Guide is the perfect travel companion.



The former capital of Prussia and a European stronghold, Berlin has long been a city of great significance. Its fascinating and difficult past is still very much evident today, from the disused Gestapo headquarters at the Topography of Terror to Unter den Linden, dotted with glorious Neo-Classical and Baroque buildings. This leafy boulevard is anchored in the west by the magnificent 18th-century Brandenburg Gate, an iconic symbol of reunification. Berliners celebrated the fall of the Berlin Wall here, and its presence today serves as a reminder that the city was divided into East and West for 28 years.

Perhaps an antidote to the darker chapters of its recent history, hedonism thrives here. Berlin is a natural playground for night owls, and it’s almost too easy to get lost in its gritty dive bars and infamous clubs. The city charms early birds, too. Browse local flea markets for vintage treasure and swing by Urban Spree’s edgy street-art galleries, or lean into Berlin’s quieter, greener side by following walking trails in sprawling Tiergarten or around Potsdam’s regal parks. Natural beauty can also be found at sparkling lake Wannsee, the ideal location for a refreshing swim.

In a city with endless opportunities, it can be hard to know where to start. We’ve broken down Berlin into easily navigable chapters, highlighting each area’s unmissable sights and unexpected delights. Add insider tips, a comprehensive fold-out map and a need-to-know section full of expert advice for before and during your trip, and you’ve got an indispensable guidebook. Enjoy the book, and enjoy Berlin.
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The Brandenburg Gate bathed by the setting sun
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AROUND UNTER DEN LINDEN
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Schiller’s Monument and the Deutscher Dom









Berlin’s most stately street still fulfils its role as a connecting artery between Museumsinsel and Tiergarten park. Lined with some of the city’s most impressive Baroque and Neo-Classical buildings, this is the boulevard you’ll want to stroll down for a first impression of Berlin: both its Prussian past and its cosmopolitan present.

Experience Berlin | Around unter den linden
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Must See



ZEUGHAUS (DHM)

 Google Map  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 2.. S-Bahn. &.. U-Bahn. Friedrichstrasse, Museumsinsel.. S-Bahn. Hackescher Markt. @ Bus. 100, 300. # Opening times. 10am–6pmfrom 10am to 6pm daily. ∑ Website. dhm.de

This stunning Baroque building houses the Deutsches Historisches Museum (German History Museum), which explores the history of Germany through a fascinating collection of art, militaria and crafts.
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The Zeughaus building, and the exhibition hall extension designed by I M Pei (inset)





Located in Berlin’s historic district of Mitte, the Zeughaus was built as the armoury of the Prussian army in the 18th century. It is a magnificent structure; its wings surround an inner courtyard and the exterior is decorated with Schlüter’s sculptures depicting mythological giants. Since 1952 it has housed the Deutsches Historisches Museum (DHM), which has a permanent exhibition of over one million objects about German history. The museum was founded in 1987 on the occasion of the 750th anniversary of Berlin. With the reunification of Germany in 1990, the buildings and collections of East Germany (officially the German Democratic Republic) came into the hands of the German History Museum, and the collections representing the history of all the parts of Germany moved into the Zeughaus. In 2003, a strikingly curvaceous, glass-walled exhibition hall was added, designed by Walter Gropius student I M Pei. Its four different levels are used for temporary exhibitions about significant historical events.



GALLERY GUIDE

The ground floor houses exhibits from 1918 to the present. The first floor contains collections dating from early civilizations and the Middle Ages right up to the beginning of the 20th century. A subterranean pathway links the Zeughaus to the temporary shows in the exhibition hall.
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EXPERIENCE MORE



Maxim Gorki Theater

 Google Map.  V2 ⌂ Address or Location. Am Festungsgraben 2 . § Telephone. 20 22 11 152 0 2 2 1 1 1 5 . S-Bahn. & .. U-Bahn. Friedrichstrasse . S-Bahn. Unter den Linden . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel . @ Bus. 100, 300 . v Tram. M1

The Maxim Gorki theatre was once a singing school or Sing-Akademie. Berlin’s oldest concert hall, it was built in 1827 by Carl Theodor Ottmer, who based his design on drawings by Karl Friedrich Schinkel. This modest Neo-Classical building, with its attractive façade resembling a Greco-Roman temple, was well known for the excellent acoustic qualities of its concert hall.

Many famous composer-musicians have performed here, including the violinist Niccolò Paganini and pianist Franz Liszt. In 1829, Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy conducted a performance of the St Matthew Passion by Johann Sebastian Bach here. It was the first time that the work had been performed in front of an audience since the composer’s death in 1750. Following reconstruction after World War II, the building became a theatre.



Neue Wache

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 4 . S-Bahn. Hackescher Markt . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel . @ Bus. 100, 300 . # Opening times. 10am–6pmfrom 10am to 6pm daily

This war memorial, designed by Karl Friedrich Schinkel and built in the 1810s, is one of the finest examples of Neo-Classical architecture in Berlin. Its façade is dominated by a huge Doric portico with a frieze of bas-reliefs depicting goddesses of victory. On the triangular tympanum above the pediment are allegorical representations of Battle, Victory, Flight and Defeat.

In the 1930s the building, originally a royal guardhouse, was turned into a monument to soldiers killed during World War I. In 1960, following its restoration, Neue Wache became the Memorial to the Victims of Fascism and Militarism. In 1993 it was again rededicated, this time to the memory of all victims of war and dictatorship.

Inside the building is a granite slab over the ashes of an unknown soldier, a resistance fighter and a concentration camp prisoner. Under the circular opening in the roof is a copy of the 20th-century sculpture Mother with her Dead Son, by Berlin artist Käthe Kollwitz, who lost her own son in World War I.
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Neo-Classical façade of the Neue Wache









Staatsbibliothek

 Google Map.  U3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 8 . S-Bahn. & . U-Bahn. Friedrichstrasse . U-Bahn. Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300 . # Opening times. 9am–9pm9am to 9pm Mon–Frifrom Monday to Friday, 10am–5pm. 10am 
to 5pm Saton saturdays . ∑ Website. staatsbibliothekberlin.de

The nucleus of the State Library collection was the library of the Great Elector, Friedrich Wilhelm, founded in 1661, first situated in the Stadtschloss and later moved to the Alte Bibliothek building. Its current home was designed by Ernst von Ihne and completed in 1914 on the site of the Academy of Science and the Academy of Fine Arts. This impressive building was severely damaged during World War II and underwent extensive restoration. The collection, of some three million books and periodicals, was scattered during the war. A collection of priceless music manuscripts ended up in the Jagiellonian Library in Krakow, Poland.

After the war, only part of the collection was returned to the building in Unter den Linden, and the rest was held in West Berlin. Since reunification, both collections are once again under the same administration.



Altes Palais

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 9 . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel, Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300

The Neo-Classical Old Palace, near the former Opernplatz (Bebelplatz), was built for the heir to the throne – Prince Wilhelm (later Kaiser Wilhelm I). The Kaiser lived here all his life. He was able to watch the changing of the guards every day from the ground-floor window on the far left.

The palace, built in the 1830s, was designed by the architect Carl Ferdinand Langhans. Its splendid furnishings were destroyed during World War II but the palace was subsequently restored and is now used by Humboldt Universität.



Palais am Festungsgraben

 Google Map.  V2 ⌂ Address or Location. Am Festungsgraben 1 . § Telephone. 618 14 606 1 8 1
 4 6 0 . S-Bahn. Friedrichstrasse . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel . @ Bus. 100, 300 . v Tram. M1

The Festungsgraben Palace is one of the few structures in this part of town that retains its original interior décor. Built as a small Baroque palace in 1753, it owes its present form to major extension work, carried out in 1864 in the style of Karl Friedrich Schinkel, by Heinrich Bürde and Hermann von der Hude.

The late Neo-Classical style of the building is reminiscent of Schinkel’s later designs. The interior includes a magnificent double-height marble hall in the Neo-Renaissance style, which was modelled on the White Room in the former Stadtschloss. In 1934 one room was turned into a music salon, and musical instruments were brought here from the 19th-century house (now demolished) of manufacturer Johann Weydinger (1773–1837). The palace is now used for private events.





Reiterdenkmal Friedrichs des Grossen

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel, Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300

This equestrian statue of Frederick the Great is one of the most famous monuments in Berlin, featuring the massive 5.6-m- (18.5-ft-) high bronze statue standing on the centre lane of Unter den Linden. It was designed by Christian Daniel Rauch and completed in 1851. It depicts Frederick the Great on horseback, wearing a uniform and a royal cloak. The base of the high plinth is surrounded by statues of famous military leaders, politicians, scientists and artists. The top tier of the plinth is decorated with bas-relief scenes from the life of Frederick the Great. Out of line with GDR ideology, the monument was moved to Potsdam, where it stood by the Hippodrome in Park Sanssouci until its return in 1980.
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Frederick the Great astride his bronze steed







Pierre Boulez Saal

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Französische Strasse 33D . U-Bahn. Unter den Linden, Hausvogteiplatz . @ Bus. 100, 147 . vTram. M1, M12 . # Opening times. Hours vary, check website . ∑ boulezsaal.de

This concert hall opened in 2017 as part of the Barenboim-Said Akademie – an institution formed in continuation of Edward Said and Daniel Barenboim’s West-Eastern Divan Orchestra to focus on music education in the humanistic tradition of the orchestra. American architect Frank Gehry has given the Pierre Boulez Saal impeccable acoustics and an intimate layout that ensures that no audience member is more than 14 m (50 ft) from the conductor. The hall hosts a diverse chamber music programme throughout the year, featuring both orchestras and soloists, with regular performances from the in-house Boulez Ensemble. There are also concerts for children.



Staatsoper Unter den Linden

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 7 . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel, Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300 . # Opening times. Hours vary, check website . ∑ staatsoper-berlin.de

The early Neo-Classical façade of the State Opera House is one of the most beautiful sights along Unter den Linden. It was built by Georg Wenzeslaus von Knobelsdorff in 1741–3, but has been rebuilt and restored several times: in the 1840s after a fire, after World War II and after water damage in the GDR era. The latest works, completed in 2017, resulted in magical acoustics and much more comfortable seats. The building is the home of the Berlin State Opera and has hosted stellar singers, musicians and artists; one of its directors was Richard Strauss. Audiences can expect Baroque opera as well as new productions.



€400 m



The refurbishment cost of the Staatsoper: almost double the original estimate.








Humboldt Universität

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 6 . § Telephone. 209302 0 9 3
 0 . S-Bahn. & . U-Bahn. Friedrichstrasse . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel, Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300



The university building was constructed in 1753 for Prince Heinrich of Prussia, the brother of Frederick the Great. The university was founded in 1810 on the initiative of Wilhelm von Humboldt. It became the Berlin University but was renamed in von Humboldt’s honour in 1949.

The overall design of the palace, with its main block and the courtyard enclosed within a pair of wings, has been extended many times. Two marble statues (1883) by Paul Otto stand at the entrance gate and represent Wilhelm von Humboldt (holding a book) and his brother Alexander, a well-known naturalist and traveller (sitting on a globe). The entrance gate leads to the courtyard, designed by Reinhold Begas.

Many renowned scholars have worked at the university, including philosophers Fichte and Hegel, physicians Rudolf Virchow and Robert Koch, and physicists Max Planck and Albert Einstein. Among its graduates are Heinrich Heine, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.

After World War II, the university was in the Russian sector of the divided city and the difficulties encountered by the students of the western zone led to the establishment of a new university in 1948 – the Freie Universität.



Kronprinzenpalais

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Unter den Linden 3 . U-Bahn. Museumsinsel . @ Bus. 100, 300

The striking, late Neo-Classical Crown Prince’s Palace takes its name from its original inhabitants – the heirs to the royal, and later to the imperial, throne. Its form is the outcome of numerous changes made to what was originally a modest house dating from 1669. The first extensions, designed in the late Baroque style, were conducted by Philipp Gerlach in the 1730s. Between 1856 and 1857 Johann Heinrich Strack added the second floor. These extensions were rebuilt following World War II.

The palace served the royal family until the abolition of the monarchy. Under Communist rule, it was renamed Palais Unter den Linden and reserved for official government guests. It was here, on 31 August 1990, that the pact was signed paving the way for reunification to begin.

Next to the palace, at Unter den Linden 1, is where the Kommandantur, the official quarters of the city’s garrison commander, once stood. Totally destroyed during the last days of World War II, the original façade was rebuilt in 2003 by the giant German media company Bertelsmann, as part of their Berlin headquarters. Today, the building is mainly used for staging large exhibitions. Joined to the main palace by an overhanging passageway is the smaller Prinzessinnenpalais (Princesses’ Palace), built for the daughters of Friedrich Wilhelm III. Today, behind the Baroque façade, a modern venue called PalaisPopulaire displays the Deutsche Bank’s art collection. The ground-floor café, LePopulaire, offers traditional coffee and cake with stunning view of Berlin’s landmarks.





St-Hedwigs-Kathedrale

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Bebelplatz . S-Bahn. & . U-Bahn. Hausvogteiplatz, Museumsinsel, Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300 . # Opening times. Hours vary, check website . ∑ hedwigs-kathedrale.de

The massive church of St Hedwig, set back from the road and crowned with a copper dome, is the Catholic Cathedral of the Roman Archdiocese of Berlin. It was built to serve the Catholics of Silesia (part of present-day Poland), which became part of the Kingdom of Prussia in 1742 following defeat in the Silesian Wars of 1740–63.

The initial design, by Georg Wenzeslaus von Knobelsdorff, was similar to the Roman Pantheon. Construction began in 1747 and the cathedral was consecrated in 1773, although work continued on and off until 1778. Later, additional work was carried out from 1886 to 1887. The cathedral was badly damaged during World War II, and rebuilt between 1952 and 1963. Major renovations between 2019 and 2024 saw the altar move directly under the dome. The crypt holds the tombs of many bishops of Berlin. It is also the resting place of Bernhard Lichtenberg (1875–1943), a priest killed in a concentration camp and beatified as a martyr by Pope John Paul II.




Unter den Linden

 Google Map.  U3 . S-Bahn. & . U-Bahn. Brandenburger Tor . U-Bahn. Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300



One of the most famous streets in Berlin, Unter den Linden starts at Schlossplatz and runs down to the Brandenburg Gate and Pariser Platz. It was once the route to the royal hunting grounds that were later transformed into the Tiergarten. In the 17th century the street was planted with lime trees, to which it owes its name. The current trees were planted in the 1950s.

During the 18th century, Unter den Linden became the main street of the westward-growing city. It was gradually filled with prestigious buildings, many of which were restored after World War II. Today it also has several cafés and restaurants, as well as many smart shops. This street is also the venue for many interesting outdoor events; it is usually crowded with tourists and students browsing the bookstalls around the Humboldt Universität and the Staatsbibliothek.
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Lime (linden) trees on Unter den Linden







Did You Know?



Many of the trees on Unter den Linden were chopped down for firewood during World War II.







Komische Oper

 Google Map.  U3 ⌂ Address or Location. Behrenstrasse 55/57 . S-Bahn. & . U-Bahn. Brandenburger Tor . U-Bahn. Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 147, 300 . ∑ Website. komische-oper-berlin.de

Looking at the modern façade of the Comic Opera theatre, it is hard to believe that it hides one of Berlin’s most impressive interiors. Built in 1892, it has served as a variety theatre and as the German National Theatre, and has only housed the Komische Oper since World War II. The postwar reconstruction deprived the building of its former façades but the beautiful Viennese Neo-Baroque interior remained, full of stuccoes and gilded ornaments. Particularly interesting are the statues on the pilasters of the top balcony by Theodor Friedel. The Komische Oper is one of Berlin’s three leading opera companies, presenting contemporary renditions of musicals, operas and operettas. Extensive renovation has been ongoing since 2023 so performances are temporarily being held at different venues across the city. For more information, check the website.



Alte Bibliothek

 Google Map.  V3 ⌂ Address or Location. Bebelplatz 1 . § Telephone. 20 93 02 0 9 3
 0 . U-Bahn. Unter den Linden . @ Bus. 100, 300

The Old Library, known by locals as the Kommode or “chest of drawers” after its curved façade, is one of the city’s most beautiful Baroque buildings. It was designed by Georg Christian Unger and built around 1775 to house the royal library collection. Unger based his design on an unrealized plan for an extension to the Hofburg complex in Vienna by Josef Emanuel Fischer von Erlach some 50 years earlier. The concave façade of the building is accentuated by the insertion of three breaks, surrounded at the top by a row of massive Corinthian pilasters. The building now houses the law faculty of Humboldt University.




Französischer Dom

 Google Map.  V4 ⌂ Address or Location. Gendarmenmarkt 6 . U-Bahn. Stadtmitte, Hausvogteiplatz . # Opening times. Hours vary, check website . ∑ franzoesischer-dom.de



The French Cathedral stands facing its German counterpart, the Deutscher Dom, across the Gendarmenmarkt square. It was built for the French Huguenot community, who found refuge in Protestant Berlin following their expulsion from France after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. The main building of the church, completed in 1705, was modelled on the Huguenot church in Charenton, France, which was destroyed in 1688.

The structure is dominated by a massive, cylindrical tower, which is encircled by Corinthian porticoes at its base. It was added around 1785, some 80 years after the church was built. In 1987, a viewing platform and large carillon were incorporated to celebrate Berlin’s 750th anniversary. It also houses the Huguenot Museum, which details the history of the Huguenots in France and Brandenburg. Well-educated and highly skilled, they played a crucial part in Berlin’s rise as a city of science, craft and commerce. The French language they brought with them survives to this day in many words used in the Berlin dialect.
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Main entrance of the Französischer Dom, built for the dispossessed French Huguenots










Konzerthaus

 Google Map.  V4 ⌂ Address or Location. Gendarmenmarkt 2 . U-Bahn. Stadtmitte, Hausvogteiplatz . ∑ Website. konzerthaus.de



A late Neo-Classical jewel, the magnificent Concert Hall, formerly known as the Schauspielhaus, is one of the greatest achievements of Berlin’s best-known architect, Karl Friedrich Schinkel.

It was built between 1818 and 1821 around the ruins of Carl Gotthard Langhans’ National Theatre, which was destroyed by fire in 1817. The original portico columns were retained. Schinkel was responsible for the architectural structure and for the interior design, down to the door handles. Following bomb damage in World War II, it was reconstructed as a concert hall with a different interior layout. The exterior was restored to its former glory. The Konzerthaus is home to the Konzerthausorchester (formerly the Berlin Symphony Orchestra).

The theatre façade includes a huge Ionic portico with a set of stairs that was only used by the middle classes (the upper classes entered via a separate entrance where they could leave their horse-drawn carriages). The whole building is richly decorated with sculptures alluding to drama and music: statues of musical geniuses mounted on lions and panthers, as well as figures representing the Muses and a Bacchanal procession. The façade is crowned with the sculpture of Apollo riding a chariot pulled by griffins.

In front of the theatre stands a shining white marble statue of the poet and philosopher Friedrich Schiller. It was sculpted by Reinhold Begas, and erected in 1869. Removed by the Nazis during the 1930s, the monument was finally returned to its rightful place in 1988.



Deutscher Dom

 Google Map.  V4 ⌂ Address or Location. Gendarmenmarkt 1 . U-Bahn. Stadtmitte, Hausvogteiplatz . § Telephone. 22 73 04 312 2 7 3
 0 4 3 1 . # Opening times. May–SepMay to September: 10am–7pm10am to 7pm Tue–Sunfrom Tuesday to Sunday; Oct–AprOctober to April: 10am–6pm10am to 6pm Tue–Sunfrom Tuesday to Sunday 

The German Cathedral at the southern end of Gendarmenmarkt, to the left of the Konzerthaus, is an old German Protestant-Reformed church built in 1708 by Giovanni Simonetti. The design was based on a five-petal shape, and in 1785 it acquired a dome-covered tower identical to that of the French Cathedral across the square. Burned down in 1945, the church was rebuilt in 1993. Its exterior was painstakingly reconstructed, including its sculpted decorations. The interior is now modern and hosts an exhibition, “Wege, Irrwege, Umwege” (“Paths, Confusions, Detours”), about Germany’s parliamentary democracy.





Friedrichstadtpassagen

 Google Map.  U4 ⌂ Address or Location. Friedrichstrasse Quartier 205, 206, 207 . U-Bahn. Stadtmitte, Hausvogteiplatz

This group of passages is part of a massive development of shops, offices, restaurants and apartments built along Friedrichstrasse.
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